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Tim;   ciKjirt    which    thi>    liouk    i>    iiitiinl<<l    tn   ~vr\r   is  vtTV 
siiti|i|i%  .(ihI  may  In'  »\|i|,iiii.i|  in  n  f,\\    Ijiifs. 

At  thr  i-ioxiit  (lay  thi-  (iniiilur  ot  hook-  !■>  iiifinitf,  ami  to 
th<-  liM,t  <>t  l.iMik>  >h<MiI(l  Im'  a.l.lMl  the  ;;riMt  array  nC  sciini.s, 
wrckly  pa|.frs.  daily  paptTs,  -iiip|Mt-,  siia|.->  ami  cnlhctions  ot 
fxtracts  (it  all  .snrt-  ainl  kimis  whi.h  t"iiii  iIh'  pmicipal 
Padinic  liiatttT  iif  the  Jliiu'iish  speak  in-  pt''«p|,>.  It  lias  I..111 
sai'l  that  "in  tin'  iiiiiltitiidc  of  (•.iiui.-flji.is  ihfif  is  wisdom.'" 
Tin-  ^tattimiit  coiih-s  fu  us  on  |iii;|i  aiitlmriiy,  l>iit  its  >fll' 
i\idiiit  tiiitli  will  m.t  tiitiivly  ciiiiiimiid  its.lf  to  all  minds. 
In  tlif  midtitudt!  of  Looks,  at  any  latf.  llniv  is  ofti-n  \iiv 
litlji'  wisdom,  and  thfir  an-  thoiiv.inds  of  i-.aih  is  who,  in  tlirir 
an\iit\  to  know  *' soint'thinu'  alioiit  cvi  rythiiiLr,"  nt-ver  ••ome 
wiiliin   miM>niaI.lt>   di>tan<r   of    knowing    '"  <\riytliimi    al>oiit 

" tiling'."     So  superficial  doc>  the  leadinii  of  nian\  persons 

I'ccoim'  that  whole  tiepartnicnls  ,,\  know  ledj^e  historical, 
litcr.iry,  >cieiitilic  are  representi'd  in  their  minds  only  l.y  a 
series  of  words  and  names  which  are  used  like  cdunters  or 
aLeliraical  >ynil>ols  to  reproent  real  values  behind  them. 
InhK-kily,  in  playing  the  uame,  or  doiui,'  the  sum,  the  real 
values  have  in  many  cases  dropped  altoi^ether  out  of  >iL.dit  and 
kuowled^'e,  and  the  players  or  calculators  are  .piite  unaMe  to 
state  their  true  nature  and  value.  Tliis  state  of  thiuLCs  exists 
in  lelatioii  to  every  iiraiuli  of  knowledj^e,  hut  it  is  peiliups 
sp.'cially  marked  ip  the  ease  of  ^'reat  Looks  and  .1,'rear  men. 
Out  of  ti-n  thousand  persons  who  talk  aLo,.t  Homer  and 
Viruil,  not  half  a  dozen  are  really  familiar  with  the  6'</;/s.xv// 
or  the  J-:iui<l.  The  e.xpressiuu  "Milton^'  has  Lecome  a 
eouuter  rej. resent in.i,'  a  value  which  is  admitted,  Lut  of  which, 
a<  a  rule,  notliin,i,'  whatever  is  known  ;  and  the  cataloi,'ue  of 
instances  mii,'ht  Le  indefinitely  e.xteuded,  so  common  is  the 
l.ractice  of  i.layiug  literary  counters  which  the  players  can 
never  redeem. 
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I'lUlKAf  K. 


'I'l.''  III!''  fliiuir  i^tni.'  in  tin-  t.i-c  ..I'  mi;it  tiifti  :unl  \v<>mon. 
\Vi  |il  IV  •■  Sli;ikf>jH':ilv  '  ii-  |.  iir'-fiitiliu'  !l  ^'lt:it  |Kiit,  l»ut  \\c 
«l<>  MMt  all  ir  1.1  Sh.ik<-|i.;irr.  '•  Newton  "  stands  lor  .s.-irm-t-  in 
ill.'  -|ii,"ili  iumI  uiil.iiL,'  ot  MMiiy  wlio  liiivi'  ii'-vcr  licinl  of  tin' 
'  I'l  iii'ipii  mil  li.iM'  not  tlii-  liiinttst  iilcii  as  to  tin  MilijtTts 
oi  wlii.-h  it  tnats.  "  Maclii.ivilli  "  ri'pri'M'nts  emit  in  [.olitics 
in  llif  niin.U  ot  tlio^f  who  <|o  not  know  to  within  ii  thon^and 
years  wlnii  he  li\i'l,  or  to  within  a  thousand  niilo  where  hi' 
Used.  Ill  tlie  .•>aiiie  w  1  v  evfii  >urh  taiiiotis  naiiR's  us  Hannjliai, 
( \esiir,  ( 'h  irleiiiaj,'iie,  Aitred.  Voltaire,  lUf  iiaines  only  to  most 
of  ilio>e  who  u-e  tliein.  'I'hit  tlii^  i;u'norunfi'  should  exi>t  is, 
mI  ei>iir-e,  iiies  italile.  No  In  111  eaii  hivo  the  wholt;  liioKraphical 
di'tioiiary  at  his  till,'|■|•-^'  ends,  linf  the  want  of  kuowlfd:;*! 
e\i--Is  to  a  tar  u'reater  evteut  thin  it  oip^lit  to  do  or  need  do, 
l»eeaii>.'  inod'in  readers  have,  to  a  u'reat  extent,  -iven  up  any 
reteieiiee  to  oiiL'iiials,  and  have  altandoiu-d  standard  works 
lor  the  deli_dit-  of  literary  snippets  and  suinniaries. 

It  i>  when  we  eoiiie  to  tile  liistoiv  ot   our  own  ••oiiiitry  that 
We  tiiid  out  how  niueli  is  lost  liy  this   praetice.      It   is  of  ^'leat 

iiiipoitai tli  it  an  Mn-li-lini  in  should  know  somethiiiix  of  the 

.Ileal  iiieii  ot   hi>  I  et ^hoiild  understand  what  they  did,  why 

they  did  it,  and  to  what  extent  Ihitaiii  is  indelited  to  theiii 
tor  whit  they  >iill'ere  1  and  what  they  aehievi'd.  It  will  he 
a  nii-tortiiiii'  if  the  day  ever  eonies  when  the  names  of 
trnat  IliiLili^hmen  Ixeonie  counters  merely.  It  is  with  the 
ul.jeet  of  p.i,tponiim-  this  day  of  eiiablinj^  readers,  y(»un;,c 
and  old.  to  r.deeiii  the  counters  which  have  hitherto  repre- 
sented iiothiiij:;  of  real  value  to  them—tliat  this  hook  is 
written.  Ill  its  i)aL,'es  are  to  l>e  found  brief  and  very  siuijile 
liioL:rai)hies  of  some  of  tin;  jfreatest  Kii.i,dishmeu — men  wlio  in 
their  day,  each  in  his  <litrerent  manner,  eoiitriljuted  to  iiii^ke 
I'.ritain  Lrreat,  uood,  ,;doii<>us.  and  ivrv.  All  arc  not  eijually 
iioi.le.  all  are  not  ei|iially  deserving;  of  our  admiration  ;  but 
till  V  have  left  l>eliiiil  them  "footjirints  in  the  .sands  of  time." 
'I'luv  have  all  done  somethiiii^  which  we,  their  successors  in 
beaiinir  the  !>uiden  of  Kinpire,  may  admire,  and  which,  in  our 
degree,  We  may  euiul.ite  and  imitate. 
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Founders  of  the  Empire. 


I. 

ALFRED. 

THE     MODEL     OF     ENGLISH     KINGS. 

'7  iln  not  hnoLU  if  there  has  ever  been  on  earth  a  man 
moie  worthy  of  the  admiration  of  posterity  than  Alfred 
the   Great." -V'ltairc.  

Anvonk  wlio  i-fiids  ihu  piu^.'s  of  Hn,<,dish  history 
will  find  iiiuny  chiiracters  wortliy  of  his  ;i(hnir:Uioii 
and  rcvor.'iK^e.  He  will  read  the  story  of  ureal 
kiiiL;s  and  tjuccns,  wise  statesmen,  hrave  warriors 
ami  honest  citizens.  The  ufreatness  of  the  l^ritish 
Kmpire  has  hem  huilt  up  l>y  tlie  wisdom,  the 
eourau'e,  and  the  industry  of  these  men  and  women, 
and  every  citizen  of  \}\v  Kmpire,  worthy  of  the 
name,  will  always  remend>er  and  h-  proud  of  them. 
Hut  it  is  often  disapi>ointinu-  ti»  tind  that,  in  spito 
of  the  ureal  (pialities  of  the'se  i»c«»ple,  most  of 
them  also  possessed  the  faults  eonnnon  to  man- 
kind. Many  great  kinus  au<l  i|ueens  have  been 
cruel  or  unjust,  many  uri'at  statesnuii  have  been 
gn-edv  fer  wealth  or  power,  and  hrave  warriors  have 
often  been  proud  an<l  oveibearinu-.  The  farther 
ba<  k  one  reads  in   KuLdish    history  the  more   is    thi;- 
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ntiiLTli  iind  ii'iisy  sdioolltDy,  toml  f  fi'jfhtin"-,  who 
lias  iioi  yet  learnt,  to  restrain  his  passions  and 
to    lovu  law  and  order. 

Tliuro  is  one  cliara'ter,  however,  in  the  early 
years  of  Ivr^disji  history  whi«di  stands  out  like  a 
l'ri;.,dit  star  i?i  the  darkness  of  ni^dll.  This  is  Alfred 
the  (Ireat,   Kiiiir  ot'  the  Saxons. 

In  an  a;.;e  when  in  n  nGL,dected  loarnini,',  Alfred 
was  eai^^er  to  ,<,''ain  knowle<l«,''e  and  wisdom,  and  to 
t'M'h  them  f  >  his  peoi)le.  When  most  men  were 
roii;,di  and  erue],  Alfred  was  identic  and  merciful. 
When  kiiiLTs  were  often  proud  and  tyrannous,  Alfred 
was  huml)le  and  just.  When  Christian  countries 
had  almost  fori^-ol ten  their  rdiLrion  in  their  striii^^'des 
a^'-ainst  u  Jiost  of  harharians,  Alfred  always  strove  to 
lc;id  ;i  true  Christian  life  and  to  toaeh  his  country- 
men  to  do  the  same. 

F<»rtunately     we     ean     learn     moro     ahout     his 
eharaeter  than  in   the  case  of  many  English   kin<,'s, 
for  he  had   a  friend  and  servant,  named  A.s.ser,  who' 
wi-ote    (lown    the    story   of    his    master's    life.     This 
story   is   still  to  hj  read  hy  anyone   who    wishes    to 
Icani   al.out   the    wisest  of  English  kin,i,^s.     Kveryone 
<'an  read  how  Alfred  slni'^roled  f,>r  years  a,-,Minst  tlu; 
enemies  of  Kn.uland,  until   by  liis  heroism  he  saved 
his  comitry  and  ,!.;ave  it  peace  and  prosperity.    One 
ean  nad  how,  in  spite  of  a  dreadful  disease  which 
,i,^ive  him  no  (comfort  day  or  night,  he  devoted  his 
life  to  the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  how,  in   spite 
"f  his   ditliculties   in  ol.taining  teaehcr.s,  he  hecamc 
a    learned   si-holar  and   wrote  books  for  the   educa- 
tion  of   his    o..u)rtrymen,  which    still    mterest    and 
instruct  scholars  of  our  own  day. 


ALFHEn. 


9 


III  llir  followiii;,'  pu'^'os  wv  sliiill  till  tlic  story 
of  Altivd's  life  in  fowtr  wortls  than  tlioso  of  his 
Iririid,  JSishoj)  Asscr,  luiL  hct'..rc  doin;^'  so  it,  will  he 
well  fu  i^iv,.  ;i  l,ri,.f  survey  of  tho  stuLo  of  I'^ii-^'laiid 
hffoi-r  Alfred  came  into  the   world. 

THI-     BHCilNMNCi     OF     •' ENOLE-LAND." 

Ill  til.)  year  4-l-!>  a  hordt-  of  sea-pirates  laiidtd  on 
iIk!  coast  of  Kent  and  attacked  the  IJritons,  wlio 
defended  their  siiores  fn.ni  the  tierce  invaders. 
Sli.»rtly  afterwards  other  fleets  of  j)irates  from  the 
samr  parts  swept  d(.wn  n{>on  the  shores  of  Ijritaia. 
They  were  stron,«,',  fair-haired,  hliie-eyed  men,  and 
liny  c;!ine  across  the  sea  from  the  coimtrv  we  now 
'•all  (ierinany.  They  helon,L,red  to  three  '^icat  trihes 
or  nations,  called  An-les,  Saxons,  and  Jntes.  Foot 
by  toot  the  l5ritons  were  beaten  back,  imtil,  after 
many  years  of  ti-htinj.^,  th.  An,«,des  and  Saxcnis  be- 
<ame  masters  (.f  the  wjiole  of  Hritain  except  Wales, 
rornwall  and  Stratlidyde,  in  wliich  the  descendants 
of  tlie  early  Tritons   still  live. 

W  lien  the  Ambles  and  Sa.xons  had  eoncpiered  tlie 
^•oimtry,  they  abandoned  their  sea  farin^^  life  and 
I'voiid  tiiemsrlves  to  clearin,-,'  the  forests,  lillin-^^ 
the  -round,  and  JMiildin-  towns.  (Iradnally  the 
islan.l  <ame  to  he  called  Kn-land.  or  the  land  of 
the  An.oies.  For  a  loiti,'  time,  however,  the  country 
was  divi(led  into  a  number  of  ditVerent  kin<,'doms— 
suj-h  as  Su.ssex  (the  kin-dom  of  the  S<hi//>  Saxons), 

Wessex  ahe  kin,-(h)m  of  the  lIV.v/ Saxons).  Xortlmmbria 
(the    kinirdoni    Xnr/h    of'  fj,r    11,1.^1"  r\.    .and    w;    cm 
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soliirliliMs  aliMllirr.  Al  last,  wlicii  Ku'l»'i't,  tho 
<4iMii<lt'atlicr  nt'  Allivd,  iM.-aiih'  Kiiiu'  "f  \V<'SSc\ 
(whi.li  (on.-^ish.d  ol   SuincrsLlsliiru,  Uorsft,   Wiltsliiro, 
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Haiiipsliiiv,  I'.ciksliiiv,  and  Dcvoiislilre),  tlic  other 
kiuL;s  ackiKiwlcducd  his  authority  over  them,  and  he 
bfcaiiu;  the  first  "  Owr-lord  "  or  Kint,'  of  all  England. 
And  now  the  dt'scciidaiits  of  tho  i'air-haircd 
pirates    who    had    swept    down    upon    the    coast    of 
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l>riiiun  ami  conqnered  tho  land  hy  hard  tiulitiiiLT, 
\\<  re  in  tlnir  tnrn  attacked  by  swarms  of  sca-warriurs 
ulu)  sailed  t'rt»m  the  North  to  kill  and  plunder. 

TIk'sc  fresh  Itands  of  warrioi's  who  eamc  t(»  molest 
the  Knj^dish  shores  were  called  Northmen,  or  Ihnns. 
Some  of  ihem  came  from  Denmark,  from  which 
coimtry  they  ohtaincd  their  name,  but  most  of  them 
sailed  from  the  rn^'i,'cd  coasts  of  Norway  and  Sweden. 
In  tliose  da3-s  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark  were 
niled  hy  a  ,i,'reat  number  of  iK'tty  kini^s.  Tiio  eldest 
sons  of  these  kini^'s  were,  ,i,'cnerally,  the  heirs  tt>  their 
lathers"  land,  but  the  yomii^'er  sons  iiad  no  property 
ex<'ept  their  sliips,  and  no  pttwer  in  their  own  country 
except  the  crews  who  maimed  their  vessels,  and  the 
mii,dit  of  their  swords. 

These  men  were  called  Vikinn^rs.  'I'hey  swarmed 
upon  the  ocean,  and  attacked  any  shore  to  which  the 
wind  and  waves  might  carry  them.  Tlicy  gloried  in 
lighting  and  bloodshed,  and  they  strove  to  gain  the 
admiration  of  their  countrymen  by  the  daring  of  their 
attacks  on  foreign  nations,  and  their  deeds  of  cruelty 
and  destruction. 

it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Saxons  were  filled  with 
dread  when  they  saw  the  lt»ng-ships  of  the  North 
;tj>proach  the  coast  of  Kngland.  The  wind  tilled 
their  sails,  on  which  were  painted  <lragons,  ravens, 
and  other  creatures;  or,  if  the  wind  fell,  they  were 
rowed  by  thirty  pairs  of  oars,  while  the  Vikings 
chanted  their  war-songs  and  waved  their  heavy  axes 
in  detiance. 

Ihe  Northmen  tirot  appeared  ott'  tlic  coast  of 
Kngland  in  the  year  7.S7,  and  after  that  date  they 
niavlc  frequent  attacks.     Tlie  English  were  in  constant 
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alarm,  and   in   »h.ir  jM-ayers  whi.-h    flioy  otVercd   iin 
ill  the  churchos  fliey  added  fl»o  w..n!s— " 
■'From  til,' fury  of  the  Northmni,  ,j,„„!  L„r,l  ihlU-n-  ml" 

'Wvy  called  Mu'  Northmen  "  the  Locusts  of  the  JJaltic," 
for  in  the  same  way  that  a  swarm  of  loeiists  destroys 
the  harvests  of  the  lOast,  so  the  Northmen  came 
from  the  Baltic;  Sea  and,  with  Hame  an<l  sword, 
tm-ned  lands  ftdl  of  i)rosi)erous  villa-es  and  pleasant 
meadows  into  uninhahited  deserts. 

It  was  at  a  time  when  Knt^dand  was  in  deadly 
peril  from  tlio  Northmen  that  Alfred,  who  was  to 
deliver  his  country  from  its  enemies,  was  horn  at 
A\  anta^e,  in  Hcrkshire,  in  the  year  S-il). 

ALFRED'S    CHILDHOOD. 

Alfred  was  the  son  of  Kthelwuli.h,  Kini,'  of  Wessox. 
Jlis  mother  was  Osheri-a,  the  dau,<,diter  i'^i'  the  kin<,''s 
cup-hearer.^  At  Hrst  it  did  not'  .seem  likely  timt 
Alfred  would  ever  l)e<M)me  kin,«,',  for  he  had  three 
hrothers  older  than  himself,  named  Ethelhald,  lOthel- 
bert,  and  Kthelred.  Kacdi  of  these  hecame  Kin,«,'  of 
Wes.sex  in  turn,  hut  their  lives  were  short,  lui<l 
when  Kthelred,  the  youui^est  of  them,  died,  the 
throne  wjis  left  vacant  for  Alfred,  who  was  then  only 
twenty-one  years  old. 

Bishop  Asser  tells  ns  that  Alfred  "  was  loved  by 
his  father  and  mother,  and  even  by  all  the  people, 
above  all  his  brothers,  and  was  educated  alto-rether 
at  the  court  of  the  kin,«,^  As  he  advanced  throuL,di 
the  years  of  mfanry  and  youth,  his  form  appeared 
inore  comely  \\vmx  tlsat  of  his  brothers;  in  look, 
ni  speech  and  in  manners  he  was  more  n-acefui 
than  they." 
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WIhii  AllVfd  was  five  years  old,  liis  t'athor  sent 
liiiii  nil  II  juiiriK)  l(»  llt>nu!  with  a  imiiil«»r  nt  Saxnn 
iiulilcs.  Alllmiiti^li  Kii.L,'  lOthelwiiljiIi  liad  (lii»;»'  suns 
older  tliaii  Altred,  lie  seems  to  have  wished  him  to 
he  his  successor,  lor  the  little  boy  was  aiiointeil  kiiii; 
hy  the  I'opc  at  Koine  at  llie  recpiest  of  iiis  latlier. 

Alfred  returned  to  Kn_t,dand,  l»iU  two  years  later 
his  father,  wht>  was  now  an  old  man,  set  out  fa* 
Home  himself,  takinj^^  with  him  his  youni,'t,'st  and 
f:ivourit(!  son.  They  travelled  throu^di  Franco,  and 
here  Alfred  made  the  acijuaintance  of  a  learned 
Itisliop  named  (Jrindtald,  who,  many  years  later,  came 
over  to  Knylaiid  at  Altrcd's  invitation,  an<l  hecaine 
one  of  his  L^l•eat(^st  friends  and  most  leai-ned  teachers. 

l''or  a  whole  year  Alfred  remained  with  his  father 
at.  liome.  This  city  had  formerly  heen  the  most 
s|»lcndid  in  the  world.  It  w:vs  tilled  with  i.iaifiiiticent 
palaces  and  teni})lcs,  ver^'  diti'ereut  fr<»m  the  wooden 
houses  or  the  roui^h  st(»ne  castles  of  the  AnL,do-Sa.\ons. 
They  must  have  struck  the  mind  of  an  intellij^ent 
hoy  like  Alfred  witli  admiratio'>  omJ  av.e. 

( >n  the  way  iiomc  ajj^ain,  the  Sa.\(»n  kint,'  and 
iiis  son  stayed  for  a  while  at  the  court  of  France. 
Kven  in  those  days  Frenchmen  (or  Fi'duks,  as  they 
were  then  called)  were  renowned  for  their  politis 
ness  and  for  the  cultivation  of  learning'.  Alfred 
no  douht  remarked  the  contrast  between  their 
behaviour  and  the  rou^di,  uncouth  manners  of  his 
own  countrymen. 

l*erhaps  it  was  at  this  time  tliat  he  was  first 
filled  with  that  (h.'siro  for  knowledi^e  which  never 
departed  fr<tm  him  durint,''  his  life. 

Alter  liis  return   to  England   Alfred  led  a  quiet 
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lifp   niiKiii','    tlif   S;i.\()ii    n..l.lfs  uikI   jm'm|.|,.  of  whom 

lie  Wiis,  oiH-  «l;iv,  to  !'<•  kinLf 

Kroiii  his  uarliest  <  liildhood  lie  was  nassiniiatilv 
lond  .if  listniiiiL,'  to  th»'  S;i\on  poeiiis  whidi  iiscil 
to  \,v  recifrd  ut  iliu  kiiit,'s  court.  \Vc  are  told  that, 
by  (lay  aiid  iii,:,dit,  whcntjver  he  .'ouid  <,'ct  an  oppor- 
tunity, ho  would  listen  t«»  this  put-try  which  described 
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in  roui,di  verse  the  brav«»  deeds  of  Saxon  kind's  or 
chiefs,  or  stories  of  the  saints  and  niartyis.  In 
after  days  Alfred  himself  became  a  poet,  but  it  wjts 
not,  until  he  was  twelve  years  old  that  he  learnt 
to  rca<I. 

One  day  hi.,  niothcr  was  sittinj^  in  the  midst  of 
her  family  with  a  •nanuscrii)t  of  Saxon  poetry  in 
her   liands.     The    book    was    beautifully   illuminated 
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th«!  Siix.ms  liad  t(»  fliink  Jiioro  !il)<)iit  »lff.'ii.lin«;  fli.ir 
l»'»tii.-s   than   alM.iit,   lMM.k-kn<»\vlt'(l-(>,  and   l.v   (N'<^mv«'s 
flKiv   <ame   to   1m«  \o.vy   few   jx'MpIo  in    Kn-land   who 
fonid   nndrrstand    Latin.     Hi.sliop   Avsrr  relates  that 
.Mtnd   tn'(|iiontIy  r<»ni)>Iain<'d   with  d.-.j)  sorrow  that 
"  whru    ha    had    iho    a'^'c,   jx'rniis-ion,   and   ahilily   to 
learn,   ho  could    linil   no   masters.'     As   we  >liall    seo 
iaicr    on,    it     svas    noi    initil    AlCrod    was    thirl  v-nin.- 
years  old   thai   he  ol.tained   the  ha|.|)inoss  ot'  readin- 
the   Latin  authors  in  their  oriLrinal   lan'^nat'c. 

••THP,    LOCUSTS    OF-    THH    BAI.TIC." 

\\'\u'\\  Alfred's  hrother  Kthelred  sueceeded  to 
the  throne  of  \\'esse\,and  Alfred  hituself  was  eighteen 
years  of  ai^e,  tlie  Anudo.Sa\<»ns  wen;  territied  j.v  the 
news  o[  a  hui^'e  tlei't  of  \ikini;s  who  w»;re  |ire|.ariii'_f 
t<»  invade  Knudand.  One  of  their  •'  'test  ehieis, 
named  Ka-xnar  Lodhrotr,  who  had  (.ariu  ,he  adiuira- 
Lion  <tf  his  eountrymen  hy  liis  terrihle  deeds  tiirouLjh- 
out  Lurope,  liad  iieen  wrecked  ujxm  the  eoast  of 
Northinnhria,  the  m<»sr  northerly  kin«,'dom  of  Lni.;lan(l 
At  last  he  found  hiin.self  powerless  in  the  hands  of 
his  enemies,  and  Klla,  the  Kin;^'  of  .\orthinid>ria, 
condenmed  him  to  a  ernel  death. 

When  this  news  reached  the  kinijdoms  of  the 
Northmen,  tljey  swore  to  reveiij.^'e  tliemselves  for 
the  death  of  the  nia?i  whose  {](.'e<h.  had  hcen  their 
pride.  Vikini^'s  from  the  bays  and  tiords  of  .\orway, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Jutland,  and  Russia,  assemhled 
to  share  in  this  reven,i,'e.  This  ^reat  fleet  was  (-om- 
manded  l^y  eii^ht  kini^s  and  twenty  earls,  the 
ehildren  and  relatives  of  liay-nar  Lodbroi;. 

In    the   year   8G7    thev  sailed  out  of  the   JJaltie 
b 
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;iinl  sli'U-tlv  alhrwanls  iIk'V  iH'a<Iit'.l  tlir  sIktis  ..f 
Kiist  Aiiu'liii,  :i^  'Ik'  •■"iiiilirs  of  NuitolU,  SiitVolk,  ami 
l/ni.(.Iiisliin'  wdv  tlini  .a!l<<l  iMiriiiu''  il"'  wiiiin- 
flirv  (IkI  not  atia.k  ilu;  Aii-I<>  Saxoiis,  luit  tiny 
iTiiiaiiHil  <|iiiftly  ill  lli'ir  «aiiij»,  io|l.  cfln.,'  )ir-»- 
visions  aiifl  assciiiliIinLr  tlirii'  forrrs.  Tin'  toI|..win'^' 
sprinu'  lii'-v  ii'an-lif«l  into  Noitliiinil'ria  ami  tonl; 
iMissrssioii  ..t  \oik.  Tlic  Noi'tliuinl'i-ians  mail.-  a 
l.|-avf  n'sistancf,  l.iit  llir  I  )an<'S  ilrt'calcd  llitiii  auMin 
aii<l  a^ain.  Mlla,  llic  Kinu'  of  Nortliuinl-ria,  was 
taken  |ii'isoii.  r.  an<l  tlir  sons  an<l  iVittMi'-  ot  Ka'^qiar 
I,o<ll,ro^-  n.'Vfii^iil  llnnisclves  l.y  pnii  inu' lii^  «lrsiro\<;- 
to  «lratli  w'lh  'lonid  toitnres.  Tlir  kinudom  ot' 
N<irtliuiiilii-ia  was  now  overrun  I'V  iIh'  Norilmifn; 
the  sk\  was  l.kick  witli  lnu-nin'^  towns  and  viHa-es, 
and  the  air  was  lilled  witli  the  kmieniai  ioiis  of  uonicn 
and  ehihlreii  whoso  liusbaiids  and  fathers  liad  lallen 
heiieath  llitj  heavy  a\<s  of  the   Norllnnen. 

To  add  to  tlie  misery  wlii(d»  atlheted  tlie  Saxons, 
a  i/reat  dearth  eanie  upon  the  eoutitry,  for  ilie  hus- 
handmen  could  no  lon,i;-ertill  the  l,''"'"''!'!  i"  l»t'a<-e,  and 
the  jilou'^hshares  had  heon  e\<dian;4C(I  for  spears. 

Alfred  liad  n(»w  reailie<l  his  nineteenth  year,  and 
his  l.rother.  Kthelri'(l.  l^mvc  him  a  shan^  in  ;he  kin-ly 
dignity.  In  this  year.  HOT.  lie  married  Kalswitha,  tho 
daui,diter  of  ;v  nohlonian  of  Mereia.  We  do  not  know 
nuich  about  tliis  lady,  hut  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that,  she  proved  a  .^ood  and  faithful  wife,  for 
in  Alfred's  wriiinirs,  which  we  can  still  read,  ho 
describes  with  .t^'ivat  feeling  tlie  joys  of  married  lifo 
and  the  comfort  of  a  -nod  wife  in  tinses  of  ditli'.nilty 
and  sorrow. 

Tiie  cerenionies  of  tho  marriage  lasted  for  four 
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<liiys.  Iiiit  \,r\',>r,'  tliry  .'aj).'  to  uii  rud  ii  <irctniisfanco 
•  '•viiind  uhiili  tilh'.l  ih.-   .vcldini;  u'lifsfs  with  alann. 
TIh'  ynuw^  l.rid.'trr.r.iii   was  sinld.  iily  sci/t-d  with  an 
ilhi.ss  which  <  aiis.d    h'ln    to    siirti-r    icrrihl."    ai,'uiiv. 
Noil.'   of   the   Saxon   physicians   coiild    (hscov.-r    iIk; 
caMM'  <.f  this   ilhicss,  <.|-  were  ahic  to   mn!    it.      It  is 
I'l-ohahl.',    however,    that     it    was    a    cancer    in     the 
stoniacli.     This  disease   (•ontiin:e<|    witli   AllVe.l   nmd 
his  death.      His  friend  tells  lis  that  ••  if  ever,  l.\    (mmI's 
mercy,  lie  was  relieved  from  this  intirinity  for  a  sini,d«! 
day  or  ni-ht,  yet  the   fear  and  diead  of  that  drcadfid 
malady    nev.r    left    hini,    hiit    rendered    him    almost 
nseless.  as  he  tlioutrht,  tor  every  duty,  whether  hinnan 
oi*  di\ine." 

Xev  '.'less,  in  s|,.,.;  of  this  <rv<\\l  amieti..n, 
Alfred  J.I  \ed  a  nohle  worker  for  the  welfare  of  his 
coimiry.  Indeeil,  when  we  think  of  tin-  life  (.f 
daii-er  and  difli'-iilty  whi.h  ho  always  led,  the  power 
ot  his  enemies,  the  iL,morunee  and  superstition  of  his 
countrymen,  and  his  contimial  siilVeriiiL,',  we  can  only 
marvel  that  he  should  have  hecome  a  distini^'uished 
scliolar  and  the  author  of  so  many  Lfood  works  for  the 
I'enetit,  of  iiis  people.  Anyone  atHict.d  hy  ill-health 
or  surrounded  with  dilliciilty  may  take  heart  when  he 
reads  the  life  of  Alhed  the  (Ireat. 

ALFRKD'5  FIRST  ENCOUNTERS  WITH  THE  DANES. 

In  the  year  tollowin<r  AltVed's  marriaL,'o,  the 
Xerthmcn  advaneed  into  the  kini,'dom  of  Menia,  and 
took  p(..ssession  of  Xottin«,diani.  The  Mercian  kin-,' 
(who  had  married  the  sister  of  Kthelred  and  Allred) 
nri,'ently  hesoii^lu  the  Kin^r  of  Wessex  to  come  to  his 
aid.     Kthelred  was  not  inditierent  to  his  brother-in- 
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luw's  (luiiurr,  aii<l  lii'  iiiiiricdiiitely  joined  the  Mcrciiins 
with  AllVrd  and  a  lai'irc  t'nrrv  of  West  Saxons.  AthT 
lit'si('i,dn!Lr  the  I  >anisli  sti'oimhold  tor  soint-  time,  the 
Saxons  niade  a  truce  with  tlieir  eiicmirs  Th(;  Xorth- 
ii:eti  retreated  In  ^'()rk.  and  Kthi'h'ed  and  Allreil 
returned  to  Wesscx. 

The  taniine  now  increased  to  a  (earhd  extent,  so 
that  men  and  cattle  died  in  e-reat  numhers.  The 
Norllimen  could  ohtain  no  advanta^fes  out  of  the 
fount  r\'s  misery,  and  t'oi'  a  year  they  remained  at 
\i)yk.  In  tlie  tollowini,'  sjiriiiL;'  tiiey  hroI;e  t'ortli 
a'^aiii,  and  tVoui  tliat  time  the  kinL,nloms  of  North- 
uinliria,  I'lasi  Aii^^ha,  ami  Mercia,  exjierieneed  the  tury 
of  the  Northmen.  Towns,  viihiijes.  monasteries  and 
churches  wen-  delivered  lo  tlu;  tlames,  while  men. 
Women.  a!id  (liildren,  peacetul  moidxs  and  hel|i|ess 
mms,  were  murdered  with  horrihh'  i-ruelty. 

At  last,  in  the  year  STO,  the  Xortiuneii  ail\ane.>d 
into  Wessex  aii<i  took  ]>o:-si'ssion  ot  tlie  town  ot 
lieadini,'.  In  their  lirst  attem]»ts  to  repel  tlie  iinaders 
t,he  Saxons  were  defeated.  Shortly  afterwards,  how- 
e\er,  they  sneeecdcfl  in  raisine-  a  lari^er  and  hetter 
e(|uij»j)ed  army,  and  once  more  advanced  to  uivc 
Itattle  to  the  I  )anes.  The  struL;L;'le  occurred  at  a  placo 
eall"d  .Mscodun,  or  Ash-Tree  Hill.  The  Panes  had 
e-athered  to-elher  all  their  forces,  and  they  wore 
drawi.  U{)  in  two  ^'reat  hodies,  one  of  wiiiidi  was  h.'d  hy 
two  kines,  and  tlie  other  hy  tlieir  earls. 

r.efore  the  battle  he^^an  Kin^'-  Ktlielretl  remained 
in  his  t(>nl  with  a  j>riest.  and  for  a  Ioulj  time  prayed 
devoutly  tor  divine  aid  that  he  mii,dit  triumph  oviT 
his  enenues  in  the  eominLf  hattle.  The  Northmen 
were  alreadv    in    hat  lie   array,  and    messenger.^   were 
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scMit  to  tlio  kinirs  tout  iv({iicstiii,u  liis  prcsoiicc  ut  tlic 
li.M(l  (.f  tlio  uriiiy.  J!iit  Ktliolnd  rc'iiscd  to  le;iv(! 
liis  tent  until  )ie  had  tiiiislu-d  his  j^raycrs.  In  fl,o 
incanuhilL'  the  Nortlimm  were  [.i-epariiiir  to  advance. 
Alfred,  iinparient  at  his  l-i-otlu-r's  dehiy,  immediately 
led  his  troops  a.i^ainst  the  foe.  It  is"  said  that  ho 
attacked  "like  a  ehafed  iM.ar,"  l.u'.  Ills  I-.^hu'ss  was 
11' •!  rewarded  witii  sueeess.  'i'hc  Diues  had  a  superior 
l'"sition,  lor  tliey  were  on  a  liill,  and  lluy  drove  tlie 
Saxons  d,.wn  with  their  im'^hty  axes.  .lu.^t  as 
Altrrds  loree  was  falliii-;-  hack,  Kthelrcd  advan<e<l 
at  last  with  liis  reintoivcments.  The  hattle  was  a-ain 
rcnc\vc<l  with  increased  oneri^a  on  the  part  of  the 
Saxons,  and  alter  a  lonj.,'  and  desperate  struu'ulc  the 
l>anes  tied  in  disorder,  leavin,-;-  thousan<Is  of  dead 
"!'"ii  th''  Hcl<l.  All  throu-li  the  ni,<,dit  the  KntrHsh 
•  ■hased  their  enemies  until  they  took  refiii,'e  in  their 
lorircss  at  Keadiiej-. 

This  succe.ss  of  tlie  West  Sax..ns  did  not  avail 
them   mucji. 

Another  host  >>{'  invaders  now  arrived  fn.m  the 
North  and  increased  the  danL^er  of  the  Saxon.s.  Thev 
mnnediately  Joined  their  eountiTmen  in  W'essex,  anJl 
two  months  after  their  arrival  they  inHictcd  a  defeat 
upon  the  Saxons  at  Mern.n  in  Sin'r.T.  In  this  hattlo 
KiiiL;-  Kthelred  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  ho 
died  at  Kaster,  in  the  vear  N7I. 


ALFRED     BUCOMHS     KIN(i. 

Kthelivd  left  some  children,  hut  ui:on  his  death 
tlie  earls  and  eliietk  of  the  We^t  Saxons,  witii  the 
eonsent  of  the  whole  country,  <'hose  Alfred  to  be  their 
kin«,'.     Wo  are  told  that  the  young  prince  hesitated 
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I<>  a<'r('|)t    Sllcll  ;i  (l;UlLr<Tt>US  J)OSS('Ssi()n  lis  the  cl-DWn   oi 

Wesscx,  lull  111'  WHS  iiiduccd  to  do  so  at  tlw;  caiiicst 
fill  real  y  of  liis  (■oimtryinon. 

At  tliis  tiiiir  tlif  Sax<nis  were  in  d<^-^j)ai|•.  If  they 
succeeded  in  defeatinLf  tlie  invaders,  tVesh  hordes 
jM.uivd  (iver  iVuni  tlie  Haliic  to  till  np  the  ^;i)is  in  th<j 
ranks  <>t  tlieii-  I'ounlrvinen.  Thev  ••aine  ik,  Idni^O'i-  to 
])linider  aial  sail  auay,  hut  they  were  detennined  to 
eon(|Uer  the  land  an<l  to  found  their  kiuL^donis  in  it. 

Alli-ed  hail  hai'dly  heeii  kinu'  foranioiitli  ujien  the 
Northmen  inliieied  a  severe  defeat  upon  Ids  forces 
while  he  was  ahsent.  This  was  tli  '  ninlh  L^reat  hat  tie 
\.  hi<h  the  West  S  :,ons  had  fout^ht  during-  tli"  \car, 
besides  ii  lar^e  nuinher  of  small  conflicts.  The 
ciiuni/'v  was  exhausted,  and  Alfred  j)urc]iased  a  peace 
troni  his  enemies,  and  indueed  them  to  retire  to  the 
norihern  counties  of  Mn^land. 

l''(tr  a  shoi't  time  the  \(»rthmen  did  not  molest 
Wesse.N.  hut  they  overran  tlie  other  parts  of  tlie 
country  which  could  no  lontj^er  offer  a  resistance. 
Alfred's  hrothcr  -  in  -  law  deserted  Ins  kingdom  of 
]\rercia.  and  died  an  i^nohlc  deatli  at  Uome.  KuLrland 
was  now  divided  amonu''  tiie  Xortlnnen  and  th(; 
Saxons,  and  thi3  latti'r.  who  now  only  ruled  in  tlie 
kin^^dom  of  Wessex,  awaite-d  tlie  moment  wlieu  the 
liordes  of  barbarians  sliould  break  the  truee  and 
advance  in  overwhelmin<r  numbers  to  attack  them. 

They  did  u  »t  have  to  wait  lonj.,'.  In  the  following 
spring-  the  Danes,  eommanded  by  their  ehief,  Gnthrnn, 
It  ft  their  winter  tpiarters  at  Cambridge  and  bei^^ui 
their  attack  upon  the  West  Saxons.  One  nii:ht  they 
sailed  alont,'-  tlie  coast  to  horsetshirc  and  captured 
the  eastle  of  Warehani.     From   this  ])ost  of  vantac-e 
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tlic'V  raVaijiMl  [\\o  ll(•i^•lll^oll^ill>4  country  witli  tli<'ir 
usual  ci'iiclty.  AltVt'd  ii.,faiii  otViTcd  tlieni  luoiicy  to 
ohtain  jiiM  •!■.  As  lM.-tor(\  tlic  l)aiu's  took  tin*  money, 
ami  suDrc  tlif  most  sulcum  oallis  to  krcp  tlic  peace, 
Init  once  a'4ain  AltVcd's  t'aitli  in  ilicm  was  (|ui(,'kly 
(li>a|»|Milntc(l.  A  lew  niL,diis  later  th  y  rushetl  siul- 
<lcnly  ujion  tlej  Saxons  ami  killeil  all  their  horse- 
men. 'I'heu  tliey  mounted  the  stueils  of  their  vic- 
tims and  rode  away  to  Ivxeter,  wdiere  they  passed 
the   winter. 

Alfred  had  iiow  learnt,  the  rajiidity  with  wliich  tlie 
N'tirihmen  mo\.(l  frnm  one  [)arl  olthe  countiy  to  the 
otlicr,  and  h<»w  thev  were  coiistanilv  reiidorced  l>y 
fleets  sailing'  across  the  Kni;'lish  Channel.  To  I'li- 
c-nintcr  these  dithculties  lie  ordered  a  miml>er  of 
<:alle\s  or  loii"  shitts,  to  hi'  Imilt  at  several  itoi'ts  in 
his  kingdom.  It  was  not  lon;^  hefore  his  loresit^ht 
was  rewarded  with  success.  The  new  Sa.xon  vessels 
met  a  lar--e  hauish  fleet  sailini^  from  a  hay  near 
Wareham  to  ^dve  assistance  to  their  countrymen 
in  another  part  of  I'n^hmd.  The  Danish  vessels 
1  id  already  heen  damaged  in  a  heavy  storm.  Ter- 
ceiviir^-  t!i  ir  advantage,  the  Saxon  tleet  attacked 
them  fiercely,  and  when  the  hattle  ended,  tiio 
Vikings  and  tlu.'ir  crews  were  s-nt  to  the  hottom 
of  the  sea.  and  one  h^mdn.'d  and  ♦ueiity  of  their 
-steeds  of  the  ocean  "  (as  they  called  their  ships) 
'Acre  destrovt'd   on   the  coast  of  Hampshire. 

This  was  the  first  time  tliat  an  Knylish  fleet 
defen(h'd  our  shores  from  foreij;u  invasion.  KinL( 
Alfred  may  he  called  the  Father  of  the  Knudish  Nuvy, 
for  lie  was  the  first  to  disi'uver  that  as  loni(  as  his 
count rvmeii  could   ilefeiid    the   En-'lish  Cluuinel  the 
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s]iniv>  of  I'lnirlaiid  wuiil.l  1„.  pn.ircted  iVoiii  llio  attack 
"Cfuivi-ii  invaders.  Alliv.r.s  tirst  naval  vict.»ry  .'ould 
no'  crnsh  llio  overwlielrninL,'  lunnhtTs  of  liis  enrniics, 
and,  as  we  sliall  ;-;ct\  ho  lost  his  kinLjdoni  for  a  time; 
hn!  in  after  years,  uhm  he  hud  i-e^r;ii,i,.,l  jt_  ]^^.  \,^^\\^^ 
many  ships  and  it  was  I'hiefjy  ((wini;  (o  th.>  slivn,t,'-th 
of  his  navy  that  hu  was  ahie  to  defend  his  country 
li'<Mn  invaders. 

Shortly  after  Alfred's  victory  at  sea,  fresh  swarms 
of  "the  I...custs  ..f  the  Baltic  ■■  landed  in  Xorthinnhria, 
atid,  ha\:ni,f  joined  their  countrymen,  who  were 
already  masters  ol'  the  northern  counties  of  Kw^- 
l;nid,  advanced  into  Wesse.x.  The  Sa.xons  now  fdl 
into  despair,  and  many  of  them  lied  over  me  se;i  ♦<» 
l'ranc(,'  and  other  <-ountrie.s.  The  rest  suhinitted  m. 
the  Xorthmen.  and  a.  last  All'red  him.self,  deserted  oy 
his  j.eoj.ie,  and  powerlr.ss  a-ainst  his  enemies,  was 
f«»rced  to  fly  for  his  life,  and  to  take  refuse  in  tlie 
wild  marshes  »)f  Somerset. 


ALFRED     AT     ATHELNUY. 

An  old  Saxon  writer  says  that  when  the  Danish 
army  ai.j)roa.he,l  •■  i,o  look  tli--ht,  and  went  hiding- 
over  hedLTCs  and  way^,  woods  and  wilds,  till,  through 
the  divine  ^-uidance,  he  came  to  tin;  isle  of  Athelney." 

Ath'lney.  which  means  "the  isle  of  nohles,"  is  a 
district  in  the  lowdyir.L;-  country  of  Somerset,  siir- 
roiinded  hy  marshes  and  hounded  by  the  rivers 
Tarrett  and  Tone.  In  Alfreds  time  it  eoidd  only  he 
approaidied  l.y  hoats,  and  was  covered  with  a  L;Teat 
Wood  in  which  lived  stjurs  and  froats  -n^d  »•>•!•>>•  ..fi.,... 
animals. 

Alfred    fled    al.»ne    to    this    place,    which    he    ha<l 
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|)ritli:il>Iy  msiI'mI  h'torc  on  one  of  liis  Ininiin'^  rx- 
jMMlitioiis.  lie  look  ivt'iiLjc  in  the  liiil  (»r  u  couhcnl. 
wlio  livi'il  in  iliis  lom-ly  sp.it  wiih  his  witr.  The  j>oor 
(■'Mi|)!e  (lid  nor  know  tliut  iIk-  imni  who  hc-^-^cd  ((.r 
shi'her  w;is  flieir  kini,',  liiif  tlioy  wcr-'  iiiovi'd  with  pity 
ami  sn|)[)lic(l  jiim  with  IoikJ  .v.ul  a  n'stiii'^  pL.ce. 

AltVt'd  rcMiaint'd  with  these  jieojdc  (or  some  da\i;. 
The  storv  i  ti.ld  that  one  day,  as  he  sat  l>v  the  hearth 
jnendiiiLr  his  how  and  thiidviiiL;-  with  a  sad  heart  of 
tho  niisTy  of  liis  eoiinti-y.  the  eowherd's  wif<'  j)nt, 
some  loaves  to  cook  on  a  j»an,  with  tire  underneath, 
and  askt'd  Alfred  to  mind  theMii  lor  her.  Hut  AhVcMl's 
thoughts  were  husy  wuh  other  matti'i's.  and  whm  the 
wojnan  hiioo'ned,  in  a  littlt;  while,  ti»  irlaiice  at  Inr 
loa\cs  she  lound  them  hiirninu'  <'ii  t>iie  side.  An  old 
(dn-oniejer  who  tells  the  stor\-  sa\s  : 

■  She  immediately  assailed  th<'  kinij  with  v>'- 
proa(dies.  'Why,  man:  do  you  sit  tirud<ini,f  thtn-, 
and  art!  to)  proinl  to  turn  the  hread  :*  Whatever  i)e 
yom-  family,  with  sueii  maimers  and  sloth,  what 
trust  can  he  put  in  yon  hereafter  :*  if  vou  w<iv  even 
a  nohleinan,  you  will  ho  <.,dad  to  eat  the  hread  whii  h 
you  ne^loet  to  attend  to.'  The  km;^f,  tliounh  stuiii;-  hv 
her  nphraidiiV-T^,  yei  heard  her  wuh  )tatieii'-e  and 
mildness,  ami,  roused  l>y  her  seoldiuL;',  lo(»k  care  to 
hake  the  hread  as  slu,'  wished."' 

One  day,  while  Ahred  was  at  Athelnoy,  he  was 
reco^-nised  l>y  some  ot  his  nobles,  who  were  ihin^- 
from  the  Danes.  They  joined  Inm  eau'crly,  and  the 
kin<r.  who  hatl  recovered  from  his  despair,  consulted 
them  h=>w  [h'-'Y  niii^ht  best  nsa'a^  a  stand  a-aiust 
tiieir  eneiiues.  They  were  s  )on  joined  iiy  other 
Saxon  nobles  and  uairlors,  and  under  the  direction  of 
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tli(j  kill.;-  tli'V  fMiiitifd  tli  ■iii-;c!vi\s  in  the  lilllc  island. 
Ilcrc  they  led  an  adventurous  life  for  many  niontlis. 
Tln^  (inly  ludil  tliey  could  olitain  was  l.y-liuntinL,''  or 
lisliiuL,',  and  liny  ol'ti-n  sut't'ercd  iVom  lnin;.,fer. 

W'lienevtT  AltV.d  learnt  I  hat  the  I  >anes  wire  in 
his  ni'inl.hourhoud  lie  would  stall  t'loin  th.'  island 
with  his  little  hand  of  warriors,  and,  takiii'.^-  tln'  eneiiiv 
ly  surprise,  attack  them  with  i^^reat  encrLTy  and 
cour.c^e.  it  he  met  with  a  siipi'i'ior  force,  lio  woiiM 
r.tire  {<f  his  island-i-etreat,  as  s[)ee(hly  as  lie  had 
daited  iiiioii  his  foes,  who  were  hcwildered  and 
trnitifd.  •  \\y  day  and  iiii^dit.at  (hiwn.in  tlie  evening 
twili^jit,  Irom  woods  and  marslies,  he  was  ever 
riishiiiL,'- on  the  Northmen.'  \Vc  are  told  that  "  the' 
kin<.(,  hoth  when  he  failed  and  when  he  was  siieeessful, 
preserved  a  ('heorful  countenance,  and  supported  his 
Iriends  l.y  his  example."  iJy  these  means  Alfred 
i,Mined  i^reat  e\[)erienco  as  a  sohher  and  a  tlioroui,di 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  ho  learnt  the  position 
oi'  iiis  enemies.  lie  also  put  iiew^  heart  into  his 
eoimtrymen,  who  heard  of  his  deeds  with  jov  and 
renewed  hoj)e. 

Alfred  passed  si.v  months  in  the  island  of 
Athelney.  At  the  end  (»f  that  time  he  determined  to 
make  a  great  effort  to  t^nither  toLjether  a  ]ari,'e  fon-e 
of  Saxons,  and  to  sur[)riso  the  main  army  of  the 
Norllimcn  who  were  stationed  at  Eddin<,n«)n,  near 
Wesihii.y,  in  Wiltshire. 

Some  of  the  old  (dironielers  relate  that  Alfred 
resolved  to  visit  the  Danish  cam})  himseh',  in  order 
to  discover  its  iurce  and  position.  As  we  liuvc 
already  sai;l,  he  had  a  LTi'cat  l  ndness  for  Saxon 
poetr'-,  and    was    als)    a    good    nuisic  ian    upon    the 
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liiirj).  |)is'L;uis((l  as  a  liarjur,  lie  visitfd  ilic  hanisli 
caiii])  an<l  i^aiiK'cl  llic  applause  of  ilic  NnrtlniifU  l')' 
liis  sintiiiiiL,'  and  inusic  He  was  admitted  to  the 
lalile  of  (iiitliruu,  tin'  kiiiLf,  and  listened  l<'  liis 
t'onveisation  with  his  wafriois.  Ha\ini;  L,Mined  a 
^I'eat  dral  «>i'  nscful  iniunnat i<>n,  he  then  lelt  the 
haiiish  cainj).  and  returned  in  safety  to  his  laniily 
and  tVirnds  at  Atlulney. 

lie  now  vtjut  nies.,L'n!4ei"s  to  all  parts  oj"  Wessex, 
si.'.ninonini^-  his  friends  to  join  him  see-ret ly  with  as 
mane  followers  as  they  could  nnislcr.  The  mee!in<r 
as  arranged  to  take  plaee  at  a  (elehrated  spot   ealled 


\\ 


KL,dtei't's  Stone,  in  Selwood  Forest.  ^huiy  ot  the 
Saxons  had  ahandoned  hope  of  reu'ainiii'^  their 
eounlry  from  the  I  >anes,  and  they  believed  Alfred 
to  he  dea<l,  hut  when  they  heard  that  he  was  <j,<^'\u\<; 
to  lead  them  onee  more  a.Lrainst  their  enemies  they 
were  tilled  with  eladness,  and  mareheil  ca_i,'erly  to 
the  appointed  ])laee. 

A    OKI:  AT    VICTORY. 

Two  days  passed  while  the  Saxon  warriors 
assembled  in  Selwood  Forest,  and  <,'reeted  their  kini,' 
with  aeelamation.  At  last,  on  the  third  <lay.  Alfred 
marched  with  his  new  army  t  »  a  plaee  called  Jv\ii;lea 
(the  Field  of  Oaks)  and  surveyed  the  enemy  from  a 
liill.  The  followinjj^  morning  tliey  advanced  rapidly 
towards  Eddingt«ni,  where  the  Northmen  were 
stationed  in  great  numbers. 

Alfred  then  halted  and  formed  liis  army  in  battle 
array.  }jefV)rc  leading  them  against  the  enospy  he 
spoke  a  few  stirring  words  to  them.  He  reminded 
ihcm  that  they  were  going  to  light  for  their  wives  and 
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rhildn  II,  tnr  ili,ir  .•nimhy,  and  i'm  iheir  lives.  Ho 
iiivrd  iImiii  to  act  like  Limw  imn,  and  lie  jx-omis.  d 
tlii'in  ;i  L,d()fi(.ils  \i(:t<>l-\.  Tlicli  lie  si-lK'd  |.»  thrill  to 
follow  liiiii  and  to  ad\;inc(j  ujioii  tlicir  ciM'iiiit  s. 

'I  lif    Aii_udo-Sa\(Mi.s   daslicd    lljioii    iliu    l)aiiis    in    a 


TIM.  wiiiTi:  ii(ii;-^t;  i;i;t\vi:i:n  didcot  and  swinuon. 

disciplined  army,  and  with  a  licrcc  courage  wliich  the 
Xorihnieii  could  not  withstand.  Alfred  liimself  led 
liu'in  on,  and  the  presence  of  their  kin--  inspired  tlio 
Saxons  with  an  entliiisiasni   ^vllich   swepi    all   l)eforo 

■  i ^'    "     •••.:-'K-     nil-    .-t_;i.        llaviUii-    ict     nV    a 

storm  of  arrows,  they  charL;-ed  with  th<'ir  lances,  ami 
linally  they  came  to  close  (juarlers  vith  their  swords. 
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Th«'  Danes,  wlio  liail  I'fcn  tak<-n  l>y  siirj>riso.  deiViulcd 
tlniii.s(,lvcs  willi  their  usual  ciuraLr'',  l'">t  leil  like 
straw  to  the  sickle  hetnre  the  Saxon  swords.  The 
|)laiu  was  strewn  with  I  »aiies.  dyin'-T  and  dead,  an<l.  at 
last,  tlie  relunant^  of  their  yreat  army  il«d  with  their 
kin"4  to  a  n<'i'-;hl>ourin^''  toriitii-afion.  Ihre  Altrtd 
hesiei;ed  them  tor  fourt iru  (hiys.  until,  exliausted  hy 
tl^htiui;'  an<l  himuer,  the  l)anisli  ehiefs  laid  doun 
tlieir  arms  and  hund»ly  beu,'-,L;o<l  tor  p'acu  and  mercy. 


AiaUKD'..    JKWKr,. 

\\\  this  victory  AllVed,  who  liad  hcon  a  half- 
starv<'d  lui^dtive  in  tlie  island  ot'  Athehiey,  reufained 
his  kinirdom,  and  tlie  hanes  received  a  ^n'f.'ater  defeat 
than  they  had  sutVered  for  twelve  years. 

On  the  hills  hetwecu  l>idct)t  and  Swindon 
mav  he  .seen  the  fi,i,Mn*e  of  a  white  hor.se,  eut  out 
of  the  chalk.  It  is  suj>|>oscd  that  this  horse 
was  made  to  t'omniemorate  the  threat,  haltle  ol 
Kddinvjion,  and  that  evei  since  it  has  been  preserved 
and  kept  free  from  L;rass  hy  the  iidiahitants  of  the 
neJLjhhourhood.  There  is  another  relic  which  still 
remains  to  remind  us  of  the  days  vlion  Alfred  was 
concealed  in  the  marshes  of  Athelney.  In  the 
Ashmolean    Museum,    at   Oxford,   there     is    a    jewel 
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iHuuMt'iilly  U'>ik.(|  in  t^'uM.  uliiili  was  IoiiikI  af, 
AtlieliKV.  It  Ikmis  tin;  \v(»f»|s  "  .IlllViil  iiM'c  lidit 
gi-wyiNMii  "  (  Allicil  Iiinl  UK"  inadi). 

AllVrd  lint  only  "jrant< d  parclon  to  tli*'  |)a!»rs.  Imf 
lir  otVcrcd  flii-in  the  iiiMlistiu'lHd  |i(iSNC,ssicin  of  j-last 
AiiLilia  on  tile  contjii  ion  lliat  tlii\-  would  settle  down 
pcacctnlly  in  that  district  and  adopt  tin-  ('liristian 
rdi'jion.  <  iiithnni,  tin-  hani.sli  (  hid,  aiccptid  tlnst; 
conditions,  ainl  a  week  lat.  •  hi'  was  haptiscd,  rc- 
('ii\in-i  lilt'  name  of  KthcUfan,  and  his  ciiiKiuci-or, 
Allied,  as  his  Lfodtatlnr.  Ih'  I'cinaini'il  twdvu  divs 
with  the  kiiiiT,  and  at  his  dcpartufe  he  was  jirescnic  I 
wit  h  niaLrniticent  i^ilts. 

TIh'  conversion  (»f  the  haiiish  diictdo  Christiaiiitv 
TiiMst  have  heen  ill  name  only,  hut  it  is  pleasant  to 
learn  that  he  kept  to  his  promises,  and  his  count  i'\- 
nieii  remained  peaceahly  in  tlu'  district,  which  AllVed 
had  L;iven  to  tlieiii.  'J'his  district  contained  the 
counties  of  N'oriolk,  SiilVolk,  ( 'amhridL,a\  and  small 
jtoiiioiis  ot  Ivssex,  Kert fordd><'<ll'»i''l.  ;<iid  lliuitin^'doii. 
In  these  counties  at  the  present  day  there  are  manv 
Danish  names  ol"  villaui'S,  streams,  and  hills,  and  manv 
of  I  he  inhahitants  are  descended  from  those  old  \"ikhiL,''s 
who  proved  such  tierce  enemies  of  the  Ani,do-Saxons. 

Alfred's  tirst  eare  alter  his  I'estoratioii  was  to 
fortify  the  country  against  the  attat^ks  of  Norllu'rn 
invaders,  lie  reliuilt  castles  and  towns  which  had 
Ikm'ii  dcstrovi'd  hy  the  l)anes,  and  made  new  fortiti- 
cations  in  numerous  parts  of  the  country.  Ife  also 
cans;  ,1  nian\  ships  of  war  to  he  huilt  aceordinir  t;) 
his  ow.i  designs,  and  he  ciicouraL;-ed  the  An,i,do-Saxons 
to  exercise  themselves  in  the  art  of  naviL,Mtion  Bv 
iIk'So  wise  [)ieparations  he  was  ahle  to  defeat  severaj 
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fleets  of  Nnrllltneli  who  ciiliie  over  to  Klli,'l;in(l  :l  few 
vnus  iifliT  liis  ifieal  victory.  When  tliey  IoiiikI  that 
tlie  count rv  Wiis  so  well  det'einled,  ui.d  iioi  receiviii«4 
aii\  ass'lNtaiice  ffoiii  tlieir  emiiiln  iiMii  in  j-last  AliLjlia 
tlii\'  sailed  awa\'  to  {''ranee  and  o'lier  oinit  lies,  wiicie 
ilic\  lit»]>ed  to  nl.tain  j>liindtr  more  racily. 

Aur  KHD's   i.oNCi    i»r:ACi-. 

I'or  nearly  liftcen  years  AllVed  was  now  left  in 
the  [Kiicefnl  possession  of  his  kingdom,  lie  sjient, 
tiiese- years  with  untirinLT  industry  foi'  the  welfare  <tf 
his  people  and  for  the  heiietit  of  future  ^generations  of 
Kni^lishnien. 

( )uc  (if  his  tfreatesi  desires  was  to  ohtain  the 
eduiatiou  whicli  had  heeii  denied  to  him  in  the 
years  of  his  \outh.  lie  in\ited  the  most  learned 
men  of  his  kiie^doiii  to  his  eouit,  and  tiny  weie 
never  weary  of  teaehiu'^  such  an  eai^'-er  an<l  indus- 
trious pupil.  Werfrith,  llu^  Kishop  of  Worcester, 
and  rieuniund,  the  Areld)ishop  of  Canterhury,  were 
amon<,f  ih<»se  who  were  his  tirsl  teachers.  We  are 
told  that  by  day  and  niuht,  whenever  he  could  lin<l 
the  leisiu'e  to  listen,  tiny  reeifed  or  interpreted  the 
hooks  he  wished  to  master.  In  this  way,  although  he 
was  still  unable  to  read  Latin,  he  obtained  a  knowledi,'e 
of  what  the  books  eontained.  'I'he  more  h<>  learned, 
however,  tlu^  more  he  was  eau'er  to  know,  and  he 
sent  abroad  tor  learned  men  who  would  be  wiliiiii^  to 
teach  him.  In  this  way  he  obtained  (irimbald,  the 
priest  whom  he  had  met  years  aL,'o  uj)on  his  journey 
to  RoniC.  This  juaii  was  renowned  lor  his  Ljreat 
learnini,'  and  for  liis  beautiful  character.  Another 
of  Alfred's  teachers  was  John  the  Irishman,  a  monk 
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skillcil  ill  iii;iii\  alls  I'aiiiiliar  wil  li  iiialiv  I;Ui'.M;vj'r'S, 
uikI  ultli  iIm'  nia^hi|>i<.  rs  ..|'  I,;, till   lit.'iMi  mv      Willi 

I  llcsi'   ciliiliiiliioIiN     AIIimI     sIikIii  (|     \\\r    Scl'i  I  ill  I  Tl  s,   ;ni(  I 

Works  lit  |iliilosi.pli\ ,  lii>i.ii\.  jimI  tr,i\r!.  li\-  l.ailii 
aiiiliors  wliiili  ili.\  iiiti  i|ii'i' (I  lor  liim  inio  Sa\.>ii. 
Ill  r<  iiirii  |i>r  iIms.^  s.  i\i.t^  hr  nw  aiiliil  i.is  h  aclit  is 
u  it  }i  iiia'^iilliri  111   Iil.(  lalil  \ . 

Till'  kiii'j  iIm  II  (  aiiM'  111  Inar  <A'  tlii'  iiicrit  n|'  A^scr. 
iIh'  r.islmp  ot"  St  l»i\i(|s.  ill  Wales.  '  |  was  callfil 
\i\  the  ixiii'j,  fi  latis  this  \u.rtli\  Sa\<iii.  ■  iVi.iii  tlic 
\vi  sli  rii  i\l  ii  lull  i<  s  nt  \\  alt'S  I  ai  •■iiip  jMiiii'il  iii\ 
(•nii(|iiii..is  t..  Su^^cx.  and  tirst  saw  liim  in  tlic  i'.>\al 
<ity  <>\  hiiHv  i  uas  liciiiL;iiaiiiI\-  n  r(  i\((l  lt\  him. 
Aiii'Mi'jsi  nthir  ruii\ri'sati<iii,  lie  askiil  inr  lariifslK 
I"  <l<\<>tr  iiivscit  t<i  his  scrvii'c.  an  1  to  hccdiiic  his 
(•iiiii|)aniMii."'  AssiT  (hil  lint  aciM  |»t  thr  kiii'j's  iillcr 
til''  sdiiif  lime,  hut  at  Itii'^lh,  al'lcr  soinc  |M'rsiiasinii  t.i 
liavf  his  tViciids  in  Wales,  hr  look  ii|.  liis  ai'odc 
a  I  lh<'  kind's  (-..iiri. 

It  uas  chiftly  <>\vin^-  t<>  A'.s.'i-  that  AltVfd  was 
at  hist  aMc  ti>  jiani  Latin.  Asscr  wa.  in  tln'  iiahil 
lit  (|iiiitint,''  uisi-  sciiii'iircs  tViiiii  th<'  Latin  aiitlmrs. 
and  tlidi  iranshitin^-  ilictn  intn  Saxnn  tor  tlic  hoiiclit 
(it'  iho  kin;^-.  <  >n('  day  AltVi'd  w;.s  struck  with  (inc 
1)1'  thcs(>  (|iiiitati('ns,  and,  takint,'  iVnni  his  lidstnii  a 
lilt!''  Ixiuk  <i|  (U'Not inns,  lie  rc( |i tested  A sser  to  wi'itc 
dnwn  liic  sfiitcnct'  in  it.  Asscr,  lin\vc\rr.  siiv'''-rcst(Ml 
that  ihty  shniild  jiiit  a  lew  lilank  jia^rs  inp'tlicr,  in 
nrdcr  tlial  tlicy  nii;j;ht  jmt  dnwn  any  ntlier  (|iiotatin!is 
ihai  jilcascd  tlic  kin',4.  Alfred  aL;re<'(l  to  this  pro- 
jinsal,  and  sn  >n  the  leaves  were  full  nf  Latin  (lunta- 
tiniis  which  Allied  learnt  hy  heart.  He  tnnk  a  ^reat 
delinlit   in  this  lit  t  Ic  "  manual,"  and  kept  it  with  hini 
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iijjon  all  orcivsions.  By  (l<"^'r('<>s  ho  Uorajiio  acquaititrd 
with  a  u'H'at  (l«'al  of  Lutin,  and  witli  tin-  litlp  ot'  his 
f'ruii'l  A>.s»i-  h<'  at  last  obtaiiHd  a  Uh'nuii^h  kii<>\v- 
U'iIlT"'  "t    that    'aliu'iliV^c. 

No  sot>ii(>r  did  h<'  possess  this  kiiKulcduri^  than 
hi'  UHs  caLT'T  to  devote  it  to  thf  i(hicat ii>ii  of'  his 
iMoiilr.  Thf  S;i\oiis  \v<rt'  mostly  ii^iioiani  and  roaiso, 
and  AllV('(l  wisely  consich  led  that  the  id^t  way  to 
inipiove  thcif  coiditioii  was  to  echieate  tin  in.  \\c 
inniiediatelv  set  hiliiselt"  to  Wnik  to  tfaiislate  a 
imiiilrr  of  Latin  hooks  into  die  Saxon  kiii'^nai,')", 
and  to  (stal'lish  schools,  so  that,  in  his  own  wkiiLs, 
"all  the  viinth  that  afc  now  in  Mn^land  wlnt  ai'O 
IVeii  n.eii,  and  havf  so  nnich  wx'alfh  as  may  satisfy 
Mu'inselvcs,  1(0  committcfl  to  leai'iiiii!/,  so  that  f<»r  a 
time  they  may  apply  io  no  othtr  duty  till  tiny  lifst 
well  know  to  read  Kn<,dis]i  writing  Let  them  learn 
ftnlhcr  the  Latin  lanL,niaLCe,  tliey  who  will  further 
learn,  and  will  advance  to  a  InL^hcr  education." 

AmoniL(  the  works  which  Alfred  tianslated  into 
tlif^  Siixon  Liii'jnai^c  were  "The  ( 'onsolaticiis  of 
I'hilosophv.'  hy  l)oeihius,  "  A  llist.iry  of  the 
World,"  l>v  Orosins  and  "A  History  of  the  An,i,do- 
Sa\on  Nation,"  which  had  hecn  written  in  haliii  hy 
a  learned  Saxon  priest,  named  the  X'emrahle  iJede. 
Another  im])ortant  work  whi(di  Alfred  translated 
was  a  hook  hy  (!rei;ory,  the  Tope  wiio  sent  over 
St.  Anqnstine  to  Kn,i;land  to  convert  tin;  Saxons 
to  Christianity.  Ih-  also  translated  some  of  the 
I'salms  of  David  and  sc\eral  old   hatin  stories. 

In  Hianv  wf  these  works  Alfred  <lid  n-^t  tratislatc 
the  (»riL,dnal  anthor  word  for  wurd,  hii*  he  added 
his  own  thoughts  upon  the  subjcets  de..  '   with.     It 
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^  A-om  ,1k.so  lK.oks.  as  suM  as  fro,,,  tho  .tory  of 
'"'  r^  ''•>■  ^^^^'■''  ''"<l  tl...  c.1,1  (•l.n.u.k.rs,  that  w. 
'■'H   l.rr(.n,c  ar<i„ainte<l   witl.  Allreds  ehanufr 

Anyme  who  ,va.ls  the  lollowin,!,^  sontotices,  whi.-h 
are    A|h,,i         ,„    ,^.,„.^,^    ^^_^^^^j    ^^^^^^.^^^ 

'n''l''eaut,h,l,.ha,.u-t,..-ofth,.  rnanuhoun.;.  ,l.',n 

vvisj:  words  of  alfrhf)  tmi-  (iRr:AT. 

"  This  is  ,.!..ar..non-li,  that  a  ,l;-..o,1  uop|  a.-ul  -u,J 

;^""'    '"■'■    '-'"•'•   -'"l    .nnro    pnvious    to    cv.,y  Tnan 
tlian  ativ  riches." 

"J.can.  thcvfniv,  wisdom,  and  ^^■hon  yo  havo 
learned  ,t„  do  t.ot  n.,J.<.t  it.  I  t<-!l  yon.  ,h..n.\vi,hnnt 
any  c  onht,  that  l,v  that  y<.n  tnav\.,nH,  to  ...v. 
>  |<"'-h   yon  sh,.nld  noi,  .lesiro  th."  j.ouvr,  no,-  strive' 

"■"^'''  !'■  '/  ^^"••"  '"'  ^^i^"'  and  o-o-d.  it  will  tollou- 
yon,  th.MiMl,  you  should  not  wisli  it."' 

"  We    t..o   nnicli    undervahic   ourselves    wJion    wo 
l"'ve  that  whir-ii  is  inferior  to  us.' 

''('urr/u.s^.rss  U^,^,Oth    fho    avarieioUS    odious    hoth 

to  (.od  an.l  ,nan,  while  /..,././  n.aketh  ns  alwavs 
l>'"-asn,-  and  ian.ous,  a.i.l  worthy  both  to  (iod  and 
lo  men   who  love  it." 

'■<>!>.  Lllory  of  the  world!  Why  do  silly  n.en 
^v.th  a  lalse  yo.en  rail  thee  .i,lorv  ^  Now  thou  ait 
""^  -so:  or  tuore  men  have  n.ieh  ponii,  and  mneh 
^l^yy  und  nn„.h  worship  from  the  opinion  of  foolish 
l"''>I)Ie,  than  they  have  from  their  own  works" 

'■Ijeholdnow  the  spaeiousness  ami  tlie  eonstaney 
and  the  swittness  of  the  heavens!  V,,  ,ve  may 
"nderstatul  that  all  this  is  not  to  he  eompa.vd  with 
Its  Creator  and  its  (u.y(>rnor  p.p....  ,...:..,,.   . 

1^-  U)  be  hotioure.!  aeeordin-  t..   its  ■     portion,  and 
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always  tlie  liiL,fli('st.  lii'st.  Tlicreforo  the  Divine  power 
is  to  lu'  lioiiourcd,  udinirt'd  and  \vt)rsliipj)od  above 
all   other  cxistenres." 

"True  friends!  I  say  then  tlial  this  is  the  most 
preeioiis  of  all  the  riches  of  the  world.  They  arc 
not  ev  i.  t.-  he  reckoned  anionLT  the  ij'oods  of  the 
ii-'>rl\  hilt  MS  ''iriiit'  ones,  hecaiise  falsti  tortimo 
call  .  ■•i!'i"r  liriir/  tliein  nor  lake  them  away." 

Aiii'id  \v:!s  so  anxious  tliaf  the  important  otlii-es 
of  tlie  kinL,''d')m  should  he  tilled  hy  men  vviio  were 
capahle  of  undertakiuL,'  them  lliat  he  comjielled  them 
to  stii  ly  literature,  willy  nilly.  Mven  the  nooles 
who  jiad  reached  an  advanced  ag<3  without  i>eini: 
ahl(^  to  read  or  wi'ito  were  ohli^^ed  to  bei^dn  to  learn. 
It'  they  were  too  old  to  master  tlic  <liHieulties  (if 
readim,^  and  wriiint,',  their  son  or  kinsman,  or  some 
freeman  or  slave,  was  eilucatcd  for  the  purpose  of 
recitiui^f  Saxon  hooks  before  the  iLrnorant  noblemen. 

In  spite  of  this  severity,  Asser  tells  ns  that 
Alfreil  "  was  ;dVal>le  and  [ileasant  to  all,  and  curiously 
ea^-er  to  investi,i,'atc  thing's  unknown.  Many  Franks, 
Frisians,  ( iauls,  I'agans,  IJritons,  S('ots  and  Ariiiorieans, 
noble  and  iufnobl(>  submitte<l  voluntarilv  to  iiis  do- 
minion,  and  all  of  them  aecordiiiLr  to  their  nation 
and  deservint,^  were  iionoured,  and  cm'iehed  with 
money  an<l  ])ov\-er.  .  .  .  His  iiishops,  too,  and  all 
ecclesiastics,  his  earls,  nobles,  ministers  and  friends 
wer(>  loved  by  him  with  wonderful  alVection,  and 
their  sons  who  were  bred  ni)  in  the  royal  liopse- 
hold  were  no  less  dear  to  him  than  his  own  ;  lie 
ha<l  them  instructed  in  all  kinds  of  t^^ood  morals, 
and  anioiii;'  otlier  tinnes  never  coused  to  Leaeh  ilium 
letters  night  and  day." 
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Alfred  set  a  iiol.lu  exuiiiplc  fo  his  roiintryiiien  in 
tlie  tirst  duty  of  all  {.areiits-that  is,  in  the  education 
oi  then-  laiiulies.     Alfred's  eliildren  uerc  hroui^dit  up 
witli    frreal    .are.     They   wciv    tauj-ht    to    i,nvc"  strict 
•''>''<!i<'iic.'    to    thrir   parents,    and  V.    ho   uentle   and 
atVahle    to    cvrvone    they     met.       Thev'  were    en- 
;-<>nra.,^.|  t..  spend   their  days  to  advantaov  hy -ain- 
ni.i,'  as  much  knouied.,re  as  possihle.     TIk'v  wJn'also 
ean-fully  instructed   in  Saxon  and    Latin  "[.....ks    and 
i'sp<.eially  iu  Saxon  poetry.      When  tluy  were  .suljiei- 
ciiily   advanced    in   a-e   their    i-odies   were    exerci.sed 
with  the  saiiH'  care  us   their  minds,  and   they  were 
<>i«'-'nra-ed  to  take  part  in  all  the  out-of-do,,r  sports 
ol  their  countrymen. 

Som^'  (»f  Alfred's  final  instructions  to  Ids  s<.n  have 
been  recorded,  and  th.y  are  examples  of  his  piety 
and  wisd..m,  and  of  Ids  anxiety  lor  the  welfare  of 
Ilis   penj-Ie. 

"1  jM-ay  thee  (lor  thou  art  my  dear  cldld)  strive 
to  he  a  lather  am;  a  lord  to  thy  people.  J!e  thou 
the  children's  father  and  the  widow's  friend.  Comlort 
'J'<"i  the  p,H.r  and  shelter  the  weak,  and  with  all 
thy  mi-ht  ri-ht  that,  which  is  wroutr.  And  son 
.Uoveru  thysell,  l.y  law:  then  shall  the  Lord  love 
thee,  and  (iod  ah..vo  all  tliin.LTs  shall  be  thy  reward.' 

With  the  helj)  of  his  couiKillors  Alfred  made  a 
eode,  or  collection  of  law.s.  Many  of  these  were  his 
own,  while  others  were  selected  from  the  laws  estab- 
lished l.y  his  ancestors.  Ho  put  them  into  writini,' 
and  showed  them  to  all  the  otlicers  of  his  kin-don'r, 
wiio  a.Lcreed  that  they  should  henceforth  he  obeyed. 

AJired  not  only  n,n,fr  the  laws  of  his  ki!i<,r,ioi,), 
but  he  also  iuhninisteml  them.     It  is  said  that  tlic 
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rules  of  justice  \vrn>  so  little  uiidorslooil  at  that  tiiU'! 
that  llu'  n<>l»l('s  and  even  llu'  coiuiuou  |)  oph'  wouM 
tjuurrel  iiii_i,M'ily  l>ftore  their  jiid^'fs.  Nor  would  tin  y 
williiii^iy  j'.cr.'pt  any  judj,'inent,  save  iVoiii  tin'  kim,' 
hiinsclt'.  AllVed  was  so  anxious  that  coiiiiilttc  jusli<i; 
should  he  i^uvi.'U  to  all,  th;iL  lie  exiuuiufd  iiianv  ot 
these  disputt's  hiniscjt"  with  i^reut  iiaticn-c  ami 
iudustr}-.  it'  he  found  that  the  jud^c-  iiad  '/\\i\\ 
a  wi'ouL,'' deeisioii,  we  an-  told  that  he  rt|>ro\rd  theiu 
mildly,  ;uid  iii([uired  into  the  reasons  ot'  their  err"r. 
It'  I  hey  would  not  acecj*!  his  rrproot'  in  a  r«'s|MTtful 
niainifr.  he  addressed   theiu    '  i   S(tiue   such    words  as 

I  he    t'ollowill!^'  : 

"  I  wonder  truly  at  your  insolence,  that  wlureas 
ly  (iod's  tavoiu'  ami  mini'  you  liave  oeeuj)ie(l  the 
lank  and  otliee  ot"  the  wise.  Kilher,  therefore,  i^dve 
uj»  the  disehariLre  of  the  f'-mporal  duties  whi(di  you 
hold,  or  endeavoiu"  more  /ealoiish'  to  study  the 
lessons  of  wisdom.     Su'-h  are  my  commands.  ' 

In  this  way  Alfred  lahoiuvd  for  the  welfare  nf  his 
jieoplf.  ]le  was  especially  anxious  to  ini|irove  the 
<ondition  of  the  poor,  and  amouM-st  his  mtdtitiide  of 
other  duties  he  constantly  endeavoured  to  carry  out 
this  desire. 

"In  all  his  kinii^-dom.'' sa\s  Asser,  "the  poor  had 
no  he'lpers,  or  very  few,  hesides  hiiii  Tiie  rich  and 
powt'rtul,  eiii^n'ossed  with  their  own  (loucerns,  were 
inattentive  to  their  inl'eriors.  They  studied  their 
private,  not  the  puhlic  ,!,n)od" 


ALFRED'S     LAST     YEARS. 

Towards  the  end  of    his    rei,L,ni   Alfred  'vas    sud 
denly  called  from  his  peaceful  labour.^  to   dufentl  h 
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lvin.-'l<'in,     .UKv     a-ain,     lr,.,ii     -the     Luriisfs    nf    the 
i5alti('.' 

1"  tl>«-  vcar  s!.:!  Ilasfin^s,  a  Vikin  ,,„om.  to,- 
Ills  r,.uiM-o  aii.l  „i,!,fary  -,,n„s,  sail,  i  (,.,,.„  tin- 
A<'nli,  II.  coiiniiand  of  two  iiMii.hvd  .hkI  tiliv  wssds 
t"  th.'  snuth.uvst  .'ua.t  of  K,,,t.  Th,.  Surthuu-u 
•'an.lf.l  iK.ar  lln„i„.y  Ma.-sl,  aii.l  .•aptiiivl  a  tnftili- 
'•^""',  tn.in  ul.id.  i...i.,t  Ihrvspiva.!  i„to  llatMj.sl.ifc 
uiid   hrrkslmv,  l,m-iiiii-    killin-   aii.l  plinidrriii- 

Allivd  i-aisrd  ail  army  and  i-api.llv  advai,.-cd 
'"^^•'••<ls  l,,s  <.l„,„y,  fully  pivpafed  to  do  l.attir 
H:<sti,,os,  who  I, ad  ,„.v.T  tnct  uith  such  an  op.anisrd 
ivsisiaih-s  cttviidicd  himself  ill  a  stron-  position 
:md  rnvl,.,|  h.rt  itiratious,  so  tluiL  AHVu.l  w..uld  ,iot 
h  i/ard    an    attack. 

Alfivd's  pkui  was  to^nn-onnd   ihr   l>,ncs   wiili  an 
nv..rwhchinn-    for.-e,    so    that,     ihoy    would    liaw     to 
s.ihmit  orpmsh.     This  plan,  however,  iv.jnired  timo 
•"id     the     Saxon     army     was    chiefiv     eonipos,..!     of 
'"'•'•'»<l'"'n    who    ,-ouId    not' he    ar.s.'nr    fi  .m    tJieir 
•■|nns   all    through   the  year.     To  do  awav   with   this 
•lithculty.  Alfred   .hvidod    his   army  into   two   l.odies 
-"<"  "t   ^vh■eh    was   called    to   th.  war  while   the  tnen 
■  '»    the    oth-T    divisir.n    were    peae,.ahlv    tillin-    their 
''•'Ids.       Atfrr    a    few    months'    ser\  iee    tjic     warrioi- 
i-i'turned    ho,ue,    wliile    the    hushandinon    look    their 
places.      In    this    way    Alfred    was    aMe    t  .    keep    an 
army  always  eonfr(»ntin,--  the  eiiemv. 

Aft.T   a   while   the    Danes  -ivw 'tired   .>f  ke(>pi-i^ 
within   their  eiitren.d.ments.  and   thev   venture.!  on't 
to  ti-ht   the  Saxons.      In  their  lirst  hattle  th.>v  were 
heavily  deteatr.i,  hut   Hastin-s  was  a  man  of  .renins 
tar   superior   to  Alfreds  old  eneniv,  Guthrun'       nJ 
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i'<»rM,i;i;s   «.r    iiii:    KMi-nii:. 


S".!lrru;U   llr   drfrat .  ■,  1     ii,     ,,I„.     ,,I.„v    tl,H„    1,,.    „„.v,..i 

'■•'l"'"v    f  '   aii^.tlirr   ,,;tr,    ,,*'  ti,..   ...imtrv  t..   plundn- 

••""l    <ly>ir-v.      Mr    u.is    support,..!,    als,.",  l,v   unutl.rr 

li''''l  ot  Xnriln, ,..,,,  uIp.  catiir  to  sliaiv  his  i.at|!,.s  and 
liis  plimilci'. 

AI'V.'.I    w.itrli,,!    1 1,,,    niovrniriits   ,:(   liis   cnciuics 

uiih   imiiriii-  vi-ilanr...  ai,.|   folinu,.,!   ti,,.   -,„.  up  aii.l 

•'"^^:''    ''"'    -UMtrv.        11..    d.f.at,.,!    the.,,    a-ain    ai,d 

■'-•""'  '•"    '■""'    •""'    ■^'••,    I'MI    ali.r  ,.a,-h   (L'trat    th..y 

^'i'l'""^';''''   '"    ^"""'  "'I'"'-  '|";"'''>'.   uiih   r.vsh  rf<Tuit.s 
a:il  with  ih,'  satin'  liri'i-c  c  uiimm... 

I'-i-  I'll-  ■«■  vcai-s  llasiinws  sti'U.-lr.I  li,.,v,.lv  n-aiust 
Alliv.ls  ski!!  a.,(!  uisdo!,,.  At  last,  ^vnvu  n,,r"uiih 
tiL;liliiiLr  ai,.!  wit!,  ai,  ai'iiiv  -,eat!v  nd.,,.d  l^y 
"|">.i.Tui,s  drr,.ats,  h,.  sau-  fl,at,  lortiino  was  a-ainsi 
1'"",  and  !,..  Si'!  sai!  (vnui  I'Av^hiul  wit!,  tl„.  ,vii,"^,ai,ts 
<>l  !,is  Idi'cc. 

.  ""  ''■'''  ''^'"'^iHiid  ill  p.acp,  li,,|  !,„•  ,„ai,v  wars 
''  '""•'•  thr  (■•a,.,.s  ..f  liis  i-ava-cs  a„d  .!rstnirt i..„. 
Il'«'  miscnrs  ,,[■  t]„.  uai-  were  sui-passcd  l,v  tl,.^ 
'insfurt,,,,,,.  wl,i,-l,  atl!i,.h.i!  tho  cuintiT  .ipo,,  i,s 
<■"".■!. IS!..!,.  A  i;.a,-(nl  pla,-IK.  l,rnl<o  nut.  aud  In,- 
llnvf  y.'ars  ii  spn.ad  (!<.ati,  t!,r..u-!iout  t!,«'  lau.i 
;""'  '"'til  \hv  n..!,Ies  aii.l  tlic  pM.,i-  uere  stnuds  down 
111  'j;\vn{  nu!iih(.i-s. 

T!u'  niuaiudcr  ..f  AitVed's  <hivs  uvre  now  tilled 
With  pracrtul  w.i'k  r,.i-  his  p,.„p]o.  He  strc'n-rh,.iied 
'''\'  •••'''■'"•'■  "f  I'is  coinitn-  hv  havin-  new  ships 
'"■''  arrnnh,,;^-  (n  his  owu  itiiprovcl  desi-us,  and 
he  ropaned  or  rebuilt,  towns,  castles  and  monasteries 
which  had  heon  destroy,.,!  hy  th.-  Danes.  He 
'•'"""iiH'd  his  jahours  lor  the  education  of  his 
lieople,   aiHl    he   -uve   charity  or    advice    to  all    wh,. 
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U(M'.'  ill  nood  of  it.  At  lust,  on  tlu:  •2»!lli  of  OiIoImi-, 
ill  tin"  \t  ,if  !M)1,  tlie  L^'ood  kin:,'  dird,  hrlnvt'il  li\  all  his 
|i"n|ijf   at'ti'T  a  lite  spt'iit  ill  s|il(iidid  u«>rk. 

His  cliafactrf  is  f\j)rfs.s('d  in  ilir  ikiMc  Wdfds 
wiii'h  lu'  lias  Itt't,  as  an  example  to  vwry  eiti/.uii  n| 
.In-  Uritisli  Kiiipifo  : 

••  This  I  can  imw  iiK.st  truly  say,  that  I  have 
(l'-.irc(!  !(»  live  wi»rlhily  \vhil<;  1  lived,  and  aCit  r  my 
lite  to  lea\-e  to  tlif  iiieii  that  should  he  at't<  r  mu 
my  fi'iiicmhraiice  in  ^^nod  woi'ks." 

The  names  hy  which  tin;  An;(!(»-SaA<  iis  ,'all<'d 
Kiii^-  AltVed  shiiu'  how  much  he  was  reverenced 
ami  helnvi'd  ly  his  ])en|)le.  Tiny  ealli>(l  him  ••  AltVed 
the  Tnith-ttller,"  "  Miiehmd's  ('onifort,"  and  "  Mn.;- 
laiid's  harling."'  reoplj  of  (jur  own  time  justly  eall 
him  "  Alfred  the  <jlreut." 
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II. 

STePHHN     LANGT0^4 

AND      run     (iRI:AT     CHARTl;R. 

I  hi;    liiiiiic    of  Sfr|ili,.ii    L;ui<4t<>n    slior.ld    aluavs    lio 

' i:''ii*'l,    in    llic   mill. Is   ot"    l-ln^^'lisluiicn.    with   that 

-ivat    chartor    ..f   KiiM-lish    ri-'hfs   which    will   cwr  In- 
laiiKMi^    hy    the    iiaiiiL'    of    Min/u<i    Clmrhi.        It     w; 
Sic|.hcii     L;iii'_;t<>.i     wli(»    (h-»\v     ii|i    this    cliarter    t< 

l'l'"Ir,-|      th   ■     Iih;Tti,S     of     |iis     Coi  lilt  fyil  ICll      ffoill       tll.J 

tyranny  of  an  nnjnst  kin--,  and  it  was  chiefly  owin-- 
i'»  his  paiiiotisiii  and  .•  )ui-a-.'  iliut  Kini,'  .J..hn  was 
'"'■'■•■d  to  make  all  the  good  promises  whirli  the 
eh  ifi(  r  contains. 

'I  his  great  Knglishniaii  was  ho.-n  in  the  year 
''"''■  '  nt(-riiiiiatfly,  wc  pos-^css  no  iidoriiiation 
ul'oiil  Ids  early  years,  exc-pt  that  he  was  the  soti 
"I  noM,.  and  weallliy  j.aivnts,  ati-l  liiat  lie  reeeive<l 
a  good  education.  Wdieii  lie  he<Mine  a  yoimg  man 
•' •  \^''"'  '"  ill"  Tniversity  of  Paris,  widtdi  al  tliat 
tnnc  was  the  most  famous  plaee  of  learning  in 
iMH-op:'.  Ileiv  hr  distinguished  himself  as  ;i  poet 
and    a    scholar. 

At  this  time  lie  Ircame  iiecjuainted  with  a  man 
who  wa^  to  have  a  great  inHiience  upon  Ids  future 
^'''■'    '"I     I'alian    of    nohlc    family   named     Lothaii-e. 

lie    Was    :).    tieoi    i.C    Vi.i.i.i  i-1-..l  .!.>    j..!,,.,.     .j...!     ..,,1,.,.,,..]    .1 
• '  ' -mT  i-.ii- ',!^    i>i;t  III    .toil    iini^'Unileu 

eliariry.     Ste[)hen  Lungton  was  also  renowned  for  his 
pious  eharaetor,  and  these  two  men  soon  beeaine  dear 
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;iii"l  iiiiiiii;itr  iVicin!.^.  \\'li"ii  L< iliairr  atltru;ir<ls  Lc- 
taii.  •  li'.a'l  <>\'  till'  ( 'liri-tiaii  ( 'liiir'-li,  iiiidcr  thr  tiilc 
'if   r>>|'i'    liiiiiicriit   1 1 1..  Ill' si  ill   ki'|it  u|»  liis  iVii'iMlsliiji 

U  ll  li  Shpli'li    Lali'^till.      Il    was  not    lon^'    iiidcri!,  lirt'orr 

lif  siiiiiiiHiiH'il  liiiii  to  lloiiic,  and  made  liini  a  cardinal. 
At  this  time  Kiiiu;'  •l'»liii  was  on  tlic  tlirouc  of 
I'.ii-lalid,  and  wlit-n  the  ntW>  cahir  tlial  Sl«'j>liili 
l.aii'jioii  had  1m'«ii  made  a  rardinal  lie  wrote  a  hiirr 
o|  uarni  con'^ralulation  to  him.  It  was  iioi  lonL4'. 
howrvir,  lifiorc  an  ivrnt  iiaj»|».n<(l  which  tin-ncd 
tilt'   l.iii'^'s  fri<ndl\'  scntiintiits  into   ticr<c  hat  rid. 


THK     CMOOSINCi     OF-     AN     ARCHBISHOP. 

Iliihcrl.  the  Ari'lihi-^lioji  of  ( 'aiittrhur\,  died,  and 
il  Was  nrcfssary  to  idioosc  anoih^r  man  lo  till  his 
jilaif.  ( )f  course,  as  the  otljce  o|'  archhislio|)  was 
I  he  nii>>t  im|)ortant  in  the  l']iiL;lisli  ( 'hiirch,  it.  was 
nccessar\'  thai  a  man  ri'.dit  Lf'^'d  and  wortliy  sliould 
hi-  t'ound  to  till  it,  and  that  much  careful  (.'oiisidera- 
liou  should  he  j^iveii  to  the  niatler.  In  spite  of 
this,  liowever,  a  numher  o!  youn'4  monks  of  ('hrist- 
c'lurch,  Caiitcrhury,  wore  in  a  i^reat  hun-y  to  (dioo.sij 
tlieir  new  archhishoj).  They  elected  one'  ot'  their 
sujteiioi's.  named  Ive-inald,  and.  without  waiting-  for 
the  consent  of  the  l*o[)c,  or  the  kinu".  whicji  was 
re.dly  rcijuifed.  tlie}'  sent  l\eL,Mna.!d  to  Home  to  he 
formally  installed  as  arclihislio[».  We  are  told  that, 
Keuin.dd  was  a  vulvar,  conceited,  loolish  man.  lie 
arrived  in  Home  with  ijreat  pomp  and  para<le, 
and  made  himself  so  ridiculous  that.  Tope  Inno- 
eenl  wisely  lelused  to  make  liim  Arelihishop  uf 
Canterbury. 

In  the  mciuitiuie  King  John  was  I'lniuiis  because 
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l»M  M»l.i:s    n|     nil,    i;mi'|i:[;. 


(Ill'    iiiMtik>  III   ( 'aiiii  rliiir\     liiul    clicisiii    A    |iirsiiii    to 

111'     ill!  illi|sllii|»     Wlllliilll      111-,     riillM'lil.        ill'     rilllM'il     I'l 
il;,M'tl'      III      llli'ir     {•IliiHc      ;i!mI      lull  llW  il  ll     clliisc     ullf     nt 

liis     r;i\(iiiiiiis,    ii.iiiiiil    .hiliii     (|.'     (irc\-,     |lis||.i|i    III 
Ni'fw  idi.     'I'Im     kiii'4    l<iiL:nl,    Ikiwcmi',    lii.ii     ii     was 


A  SKA  I.  oi'  sri;i'iii;N   i-anciun. 


ibjcf'ssary  to  '^\'[  tla;  I'djii's  consent,  and  lie  was 
wry  an^jfy  ami  in<liL;nant  \\\\v\\  \'n]ir  Innocent 
I'ejertcd  .lohn  do  'Jny  in  the  same  manner  that  he 
had  done  Kcuinald. 

Tho  |^.i.^  as  t!;.  ]>oad  of  \hc  ("hnivh,  ri^nlf! 
choose  whom  he  liked  to  he  nrchhisho|),  and  he 
therefore  elected  his  iVieiid  Stephen  Langton,  whom 
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siii'iiiv    I.\\<;|M\ 


!i"  (•((ii^idorril   to   111'   tip-  wi^f^l   .nnl   l>t'st    iii;iii  t<>  till 
I  lie  otlii-c  i>f'  ArililM.sliM|»  ot   ( 'aiiti'i'lmry. 

TMi:     KINCi'S     I  I  RY. 

TluT''    is    no    (ImiiIii     ill, It     ilif    r.ijif's  clioict'    was 

ill''     ImvI       jiiil       KiliL;     .Inlili      tiioii'^ht      III  hiTw  isc.  ||.' 

jol  into  ;i  ti-iiililr  riii-\-.  ami  ril'ii^ril  to  iHlinil  tlic 
iii\v  arclil'i^lio|)  into  his  kiiii_o!.  .m.  Ilr  tlir-w  tin' 
|'o|ii'>  nil  svri|._;i  i-N  inio  |iiisoii,  iual  when  tlir  monks 
i|  * 'aiil»(i'nr\  oln  >i(|  tho  Toju's  wi^ln'S  to  irco^^nisc 
•^tiiilu'ii  as  the  ai"(;lil'islio|t  hr  (lio\e  ilicin  ont  ot' 
till'   ioiinti'\. 

I'oiM-  liiiiiH.Tiit  now  I  iifiMtcniil  to  lav  l'!n'_;Ianil 
iiimIi'I'  all  inli'i'iljct  nnlfss  Kiiii;-  .lolm  adniittnl 
.\r.lil)isho|i  Sti'phfti  into  Ins  kiiiudoin.  To  lay  a 
(■"iiiitr\'  niiilff  an  intcnlii-t  nit-ant  in  tliosi'  (lays  to 
'|'|>ri\c  it  of  all  i-ili^ioiis  si'ivi'cs.  TIio  clini'i'hfs 
wrfr  all  closid,  tilt-  (l«\i<l  coiilil  not  lie  linfird  in  a 
riiri  tian  inanncf,  an<l  llu-  jiropli'  i-i'iiiaincl  withoiK 
an\    of  tlie  consolal ions  of   rcli-^ion. 

The  flci'uw  lli<'  haioiis,  and  tlif  jm'o|i1("  ot'  I'lnt^kuul 
natnialh'  dfeadrd  tlcil  siirh  a  stair  ol  tliiii<^s  should 
coiiii'  alioiit.  Thi'V  caiin'  to  thr  kiii;^  and  implored 
iiiiii  to  <j;\vo  WAV  to  thr  Tojii'.  i!nt  .lolm  woidd 
not  vicld.  lie  swofi-  liy  a  ti'fril'K!  oath  that  it'  1*o|m! 
Innocent  dared  to  lay  his  kinu'dom  under  an  intenlict, 
111'  would  chase  all  the  i  liurclinien  ont  ot  I'liiL^laiid 
and  seize  their  projti'rty.  He  promised  also  that 
it'  any  ot'  tlie  cleri,«'v  ot'  tho  (  Imrcli  ot  llonie  neic 
to  lt(^  found  in  iMe^laiid  li<*  would  send  them  hack 
to  Honio  witli  their  <'\es  nliicked  oiit  aiul  their 
noses  slit. 

I'opo    Innocent    was    not    h-i'^ditened    by    John's 
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'"■'"'I  'I'f'i'-,  .iinl  |.r".-..|.,|  f,,  |.,v  ||„.  kii,._.,I,,i,, 
"'"'''■    ■'"     iiit-r.li.-i.       (),,     ||„.     a|,j„",i,,t...l     ,i,,v     tli( 

'llMlvli.S  n\  Kli...|al|.l  W.  IV  clns,..!,  tl„.  |„.||s  M'aS..! 
t"  rill-,  ,iih1  IiM  .-rvi.',.  \v,,s  crlrl-iMtrd.  \\,y  ,,|Mrv 
than  lun  yrai'>  lliis  IcniM.-  state  ul'  t||ii|._rs  pi'.  \  ail.-i 
ill  Kiii;ialii|,  ainl  .till  .lolm  si  iil.l.,.iiil\  ivti|s,.,|  (,, 
Vi'I'l.  At  la-l,  Icucvrr,  1„.  ivali-rd  thai  I,,.  u,.iiM 
•'•'\''  '"  ^iil.iiiit  Ml-  I..S.'  Iii^  kiii-doiii.  II,.  was 
^'"■'■"'1'"'"'    ''\    'ii'Mii.'^.       TIm-    clnvv,    tl,,.     l,ar,.iis, 

•'"''    '•"'    I !•''•    'i'''''l    liiiii    ixy   lii<    lyraiiiiy.   a!i<l    \\,y 

111''  iiiivriy  h.'  !ia'l  l>r..ii-jil  iii„,i,  ill..!,,.  In  a.l.jllioii 
'  '  ''"'"li''^  ;"  liMiiir,  li,.  i,,,\v  saw  liiiii-Mlf  ihi-catriir.! 
I'V  rii.i,ii,.s  alirua.l,  U>y  tlic  |'n|M.  |,a.|  iv.|ii..st.(l  il,,. 
KiiiLT  "I  I'Vaiicp  \,:  \u\Ai\r  Kn-laiid  in  onl.T  to 
''•■''"•'""■  -"'•!'  :il"  ill' Mniiiahlc  kin-  as  .J..|ui.  Willi 
^'''•'■'■'  '■■'•''•  ^""1  l"n-(.r,  .iMlm  at  Im-tli  siilmiitlr.l  t., 
'•"•  I'"!"''  '"  '''<•  .^"••'.'f  .]<'}■  "f  tin'  uli..l..  kin-(i..n,. 
•\'  '"■^'  '''•'  iiiisrijcs  of  ih..  int.'i(|i,r  wciv  ivni-.v-d. 
•■""'  ""^^'  •"'■  III.-  lirst  linir  Anl,Ius|,,,|,  LaiiLrt-'n 
\^''^  ;''•''•  I"  «'\'  ivj  e  tl„.  (hlti.-.  n\  ihu  ..lij.-c  to 
wliiili   he   liad   in'cn  ;i|i]>()iiitf(|. 

THr:     KIN(i'S     PHMTFNCf;. 

\\  luii  iIh-  aivlihisji..])  arrived  :it  |)(.v.t.  ho  was 
iiir<>rni('(|  1 1, at  tlir  kin^^  was  at  ('ranlu.rn.v  in  Wilishir.'. 
Alter  -'Mnnniini.ations  had  passnl  lulweon  th(!  kin-- 
■••ihl  th.'aivhhishu),.  it  was  arraii.i^aMl  that  thoy  shonl.! 
iii''(t    ..n(>  allot  hcT  at    Windicstrr. 

<'ti  the  I'VasI  of  St.  Mar<jarot,  .Jidy  'iOtli,  121  t. 
Aivhi.ishoi)  St..j,h,.n,  surroun.lrd  hv  an  imposino- 
cavalcad,.  ,,f  (diuivhinoi).  hahrd  on  th.'  lox-Iv  d<iUMK 
\vhi(di  snrround  the  old  ciiv  of  Win.  h.stcr. 
I'reseutly    they    (taught     siirht    .'>f    a    })roc.ssi..n    of 
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liaiMiis  ami  kiii^lits  ill  liiiL;lit  colniind  Lf.iriiM  iiis, 
wiili  l-rillianf  liaiiiirrs  '''iilfrin;^'  in  thu  I'mzf. 
sImhIv  is^iiiiiLf  iVoiii  I  Ik-  nty  \^ii\*'.  Tin.'  ar.lil.i.slmn 
ami  lii->  a'liiidatils  sim.u  jitrciivtd  tliut  it  uas  ili<> 
kin/ siiriKiimlrd  \>\  his  (■(»iii-iicrs  who  wire  aji|)rna<li- 
in,;  ilnni    As  tlir  |tr<tit'ssi«»ii  cani"'  n<an f,  Aiclil>isjii.|> 

Slt[ilir||  ll(-.i|;itr(l  lloW  to  !••■(•(  i\f  tln'  killlTwllo  |la<l 
so   li.lr/   lirrli    his    hitli'T    ClM'niN.        His  <l«i||hts.   h<'Ui' .»•!•, 

Will  al  an  fiMl  when  Kill"/  .li>jiii  sh  (ipcd  ah<arl  nf 
his  loiiiiit  IS,  ami  cast  hinisilt'  j»r.>slrat<'  at  tln'  Irri 
lit  llif  arfhl'isjiujt.  When  we  km>\v  .lohn-,  diMcitrii! 
and  iiiiniural  cliaracifr,  \\r  caniiof  liil]i  thinking 
that  this  hmiiility  and  (••iniritimi  must  have  \ni'\\ 
tajsc.  The  arclil>ish(.|),  howcM-r,  was  ]irMt'uiin(iIv 
tiiiicjii'd  hy  these  si/iis  iil'  |ienitrn<t'  IVniii  i>\\{)  whiitii 
h<'  had  hiiheiio  re!/ardcd  as  an  «iiistinatc  sinnrr. 
Ih-  hiitst,  into  tiars  and  raised  the  kiiiLj  Irnni  tluj 
/ininid.  The  ehnrcluneii  and  the  toiirtifrs  now 
loriind  into  one  jn-ocession,  and  they  !o|l(»wrd  the 
kin/  and  the  ar<liliishoj)  into  the  cit  \ ,  cliantin/  the 
Kitty -first  I'salni. 

Th'  ninltitutle  ot"  people  waitini,'  round  Win- 
chester Cathedral  were  tilled  with  astonishnifiit  and 
dtli/ht,  when  they  saw  the  procession  enter  tht; 
•  athedral.  More  joyous  were  they  still  when  the 
kin/  swore  solemnly  het'ore  the  alfar  tiiat  he  would 
/overn  the  country  according  to  the  /ood  oM  laws 
ft  KiuL,'-  Hdward  the  Cont'essor,  which  had  hei  n 
ad()[)te(l  hy  Kin/  Henry  1  aii'l  other  siicceediii!^' 
soNereii^fiis. 

Arehhishop  Stephen  heLfan  liis  new  (hities  witli 
hi/h  h(»pe  that  the  kin/-  would  amend  his  evil 
ways,      He    soon    learnt,   however,   with    sorrow,  that 
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!ili    •'  'Im's   solt'iiiii    promises    ucro    ii  .   sooner   iiiarlo 
tliiiii   Ki'Mkcii. 

Kiii.LT  'lolm  was  {.crliups  tlic  worst  kini,'  tliat 
li:is  ever  suf  upon  flio  Kii<rlish  thntno.  TI'hmv  is 
'"f''-  'l">'l)f  that,  h..  was  the  inur.l.-r.T  of  l.is  n.-pliew 
Arthur:  he  rohh...!  his  people  ,,f  fln-ir  hanl-eurn.Ml 
'M-ii.'\  :  hr  in. prison. •(!  them  milaufiillv;  lie  hroii-ht 
yv.T  loivi.^M  lavoiiHtes.  to  whom  he-  -au-  .-astlrs  ;ui.| 
l."i'Is  wliKl,  ri-htCiilly  heion-r.l  to  his  Kn-lish 
nol'i.'s:  he  ivCiise,!  to  obey  the  orders  ..f  tho  ('hmvh. 
•""I.  i'xI.M'.l,  he  hn.ke  alnmst  every  law  of  (I,,.!  and 
"';«i'.  Kor  tJM'se  olfeiices  all  classes  ot'  tlie  Kni^disl, 
p''"pIo-the  l.arons,  tjio  eler-y.  and  the  eiti/ens  - 
re-arded  iiim    with  an   intense  hatred. 

Sfephrn  Lan,-t,on,  heiuLf  the  head  of  file  Chnreli 
in  Knirland,  was  not  a  man  who  would  tanielv  sit 
sidl  while  the  laws  of  tjiat  C'hureh  wre  hein- 
trampled  upon.  If.;  l,ad  also  a  stout  Kn-lisli  h.^art 
which  hade  him  defend  tlie  liberties  of  his  eountrv- 
men  a^t^'anist  tlie  hnital  injustice  of  a  tyrant.  Kin^^ 
•h.hn  soon  found  to  his  cost  tliat  the  new  aivlibishop 
was  a  man  of  hi-h  principle  and  unf1inchin,<r  eoura-e. 

THK    (iRE^T    COUNCIL. 

Ti»  fli.'  summer  (.f  1214  the  kini,^  sminnoned  a 
,i(re;il  council  of  barons  and  eler<ry  t.>  <liseuss  the 
atVairs  of  tli(>  kini^^dom,  but,  witlK.ut  waitint,'  to  att(Mid 
II  himself,  he  set  out  on  an  expedition  t.)  France, 
'""'  '^'''  '""'  "•'  liis  barons,  (ieotlrey  Kitzwalter,  to 
govern  the  country  diirin^r  his  absence. 

The  council  met  at  St.  Albajis  on  the  4tli  of 
Au-u^t,  1-214.  Tlio  barons  and  cior-y  attended  full 
ot  angry  determination    to  take  measures  to  check 
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tlip  kiniTf's  ovil  doiiiLTs.  Tlio  pious,  hravo,  .'in<l 
i);iti'i()ti<;  An^liliisliop  St('j)lien  was  ilic  spokesman  of 
llieir  t,'ricvan<-cs.  Actiui^  ii)»ou  liis  ailvico,  tbo  Great 
( 'oiuicil  iiia'l(i  a  sttleinn  i-t'.>oliiii(»ii  that  tlio  laws  ol' 
tlic  l;iii<''s  i-raiKlt'athcr,  llcnrv  I.,  should  lie  ol-ey<'(l 
\'V  kiuLf  and  people.  TIk'H  tluy  issueil  ordei's  to  uU 
ilie  kind's  otlictTS — who  had  made'  tliemselves  hated 
tor  tlieir  cruelty  and  rohhcry — rcciuiriiii^-  tliem,  al 
llie  [)eril  of  life  and  liiuh,  to  ahstaiu  from  taking,'  tlie 
people's  money  unjustly,  and  tVoni  all  a<-ts  of  viol(Miec 
and  opj)ressiou  which  lln-y  ha<l  hitherto  done  witli- 
out   hindranc^e. 

It  was  all  very  Avell,  however,  to  say  that  tlic 
laws  of  Kin!^-  Henry  [.  sh(»uld  he  oheyed,  but  Kiiii:^ 
John  had  governed  so  Ioiil,'-  without  any  laws  at 
all  that  tlie  harons  and  elcri^y  were  In  some  doubt 
as  l(»  what  the  laws  were,  and  wliere  tliey  could  be 
found. 

Archbisliop  St<'])hen,  with  liis  usual  ,uood  sense, 
(Ictcrnu'ncd  to  solve;  the  (htiiculty,  and  ht^  ordered 
tlc'i'dULfh  searcli  to  be  made  for  th-e  old  laws.  It 
was  soon  found  that  (;opies  liad  been  svut  to  evt^ry 
eoiiiitv  and  ]ilaced  in  all  the  monastic  libraries. 
Tliev  were  the  old  Saxon  laws,  known  as  the  laws 
of  Kdward  tlie  Confessor,  ^vhich  liad  been  writt(>n 
down  by  some  of  tlic  Saxon  kini^s  such  as  Alfr<'d 
and  Kdward  the  Confessor.  Wlien  the  Norman 
kin^s,  William  tlic  Conqueror  and  his  son  llufus, 
had  eniiie  to  the  I'hiudish  throne,  the  old  Saxon  laws 
Were  not  formally  adojited,  alfhouirh  many  of  them 
still  remainc(l  in  force.  When,  however,  the  first 
lleiiiy  succeeded  to  rlie  crt.VNii,  li.-  cau.-ed  tlse  old 
Saxon   laws  to  be  solemnly   procluinietl   as  the   laws 
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of  the  liiiu],  and  lit-  granted  a  cliurtfr  to  tho  Eny-lish 
people  ii  wliicli  lie  jtroiniscd  that  Ik;  and  Ifis  dcscend- 
aiits  would  always  ol.cy  the  laws.  Kin*,'  Ste[)li('ii  and 
Henry  II.  also  pi'omised  to  maiiitaiii  llioso  laws, 
and  altliou,L;li  they  did  i^ot,  always  keep  their 
promises,  yet.  the  laws  remained  a  warninif  to  tliese 
despotic  kini^s,  and  the  ri^dits  of  the  Kn<.,dish  people 
\\"er(.'  clearly  stated  in  them. 

The'  <'ouneil  of  St.  Alhans  was  broken  uj)  while 
scarcli  was  heinij  made  for  the  old  laws.  It,  met, 
a,yain  shortly  afterwards  at  St.  Pauls  Cathedral. 
Kin.,'  .loliu  was  still  away  from  his  kini^'dom,  but  a 
great  gathering  of  nobles  and  knights,  bish(»ps,  abbots, 
and  priors  assembled  to  discuss  public  affairs. 

Archlnshop  Stephen  was  oik^c  again  the  leading 
spirit  in  this  assembly.  He  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  encourage  tho  barons  to  unite  in  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  comit-ry. 

'  l)id  you  hear,"  he  said,  "  how,  wlicn  T  absolved 
the  king  at  Winchester,  I  made  him  swear  that  l:e 
woidd  do  away  with  imjust  law.s,  and  would  recall 
good  laws  such  as  those  of  King  Kdward,  and  cause 
them  to  be  observed  by  all  in  the  kingdom  '  A 
charter  of  Henry  I.,  King  of  Kngland,  has  just  now 
been  found,  by  whicdi  you  may,  if  you  wish  it,  recall 
vonr  long-lost  rights  and  your  former  condition." 

Thereupon  the  archbishop  read  out  the  charier 
in  which  King  Henry  had  solemnly  })roniised  that 
he  and  his  descendants  would  obey  the  Saxon  laws. 

While  the  archbishop  read  out  this  charter,  a 
<lee})  silence  fell  upon  the  vast  assembly  (tf  barons 
and  cl'.Tgy.  They  li';tencd  eagerly  to  tho  words 
which   sjtoke   of   those    Kn<2lish   liberties   and   rights 
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\vlii(l!  liiid  Im'Cii  s..  outraged  l>y  Kini;  -lulin.  Kvery 
n.»\v  aiul  ui^aiii  a  l-aion  would  >li<»\v  liis  excitrnicnt 
l.v  ura^i>i»;4  tlie  handle  (.f  iiis  sword,  or  liy  a  niuttercd 
ex(Taniati(m.  When  the  arehhisiiop  liad  tiuished 
reading-,  a  nii,t,dity  hurst,  (.f  ajiplausc  hrokc  out,  anion<,' 
tlie  nohlos  and  'kni,<,dits,  and  with  loud  shouts  they 
\iv,\(]o.  kn<nvn  their  readiness  to  ti,L;hL  and,  it'  need  he, 
t,i»  die  lor  tlieir  ri'^hts. 

'Swear  it :"  cried  tlw,'  archhisliop,  facinif  the  excited 

assend'ly  with  tlasliing  eyes  and  ontstretehed  hands. 

in  a'nionient  the  liand  of  every  haron  and  kni.i,dit 

^vas  stretelied   towards  Heaven,  and,  as  if   with  one 

voice,  they  shouted,  "  We  swear:" 

The  solemn  words  echoed  and  re-echoed  (h)wn 
the  aisles  of  old  St.  Taul's,  and  when  they  faded 
away  into  silence  the  harons  stood  pledged  to  resist 
the' tyranny  of  King  .John  to  ttic  very  death.  It 
was  tVis  promise  which  gained  f»»r  Knglislunen  of 
those  days  and  for  ourselves  that  gn^at  charter 
whi.-h  is  still  the  pride  of  the  English  nation. 

Not  long  alter  this  event,  the  king  hurried  1)ack 
to  Mngland,  thoroughly  alarmed  hy  the  news  wliicli 
had  reached  him  coixerning  the  councils  of  St.  Alhans 
and  St.  Paul's.  He  found  the  harons  arming  them- 
selves as  if  to  prei)are  for  war.  .John  di<l  not  number 
cowardice  among  liis  vices,  and  lie  inunediately  set 
to  work  to  endeavour  to  raise  an  army  sntliciently 
strong'  to  put  down  his  rehellious  barons.  As  yet 
he  had  no  intention  of  suVnnitting  to  them,  lie 
openly  proclaimed  that  "  he  hated  like  viper's  blood 
tlie  noblemen  of  rank  in  the  kingdom,  especially 
Saver  <lo  '^hiincev,  IJobert  Fitzwalt^r^  ami  Stephen, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury."  "^    " 
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TMH    (jRKAT    CHARTK«. 

Arr-hbisliop  Si.ophcii  diil  not  (juul  hcforo  tho 
kiii'^^'s  liatn,'(l.  <  )ii  tlio  contrary,  he  paid  a  visit  with 
a  retinue  of  priests  to  the  kin<;'s  cani[)  at  Xorthamp- 
ton.  Tiiere,  cahiily  and  fearlessly,  he  staled  that  h'; 
ciiue  to  remind  the  kini,'-  of  that  oath  he  had  made 
at  Winchester  when  he  had  promised  solemnly  to 
t,'overn  rii^ditly  and  justly  aceordinL,'  to  the  law  of 
the  land.  Then  he  })ointe<l  to  the  kinL,^'s  small  army 
opj)osed  to  the  power  and  determination  of  the  Iiarons. 
lie  told  the  kint;  that  every  baron  had  made  an  oath 
that  he  would  no  lon^'er  serve  lii^n  if  he  refused 
to  j^q-ant  tho  old  Mii'^lish  ri^^dits,  and  that  they  wouhl 
wat(e  war  ai,'aitist  him  until  by  charter  under  his 
seal  the  kini,'  contirmed  their  just  demands. 

When  Archbishop  Stephen  finished  speakini,',  tho 
king  broke  out  into  a  furious  rage. 

"  Why  do  you  not  demand  my  crown  at  once?" 
lie  sliouted.  Then,  swearing  a  horrible  oath,  lie  cried, 
"  No  liberties  will  I  grant  to  those  whose  object  it 
is  to  make  me  a  slave." 

i)Ut  King  J<dni  .soon  realised  tliat  his  ra<xo  was 
of  no  avail  against  the  determination  of  Archbishop 
Stephen  and  the  Iiarons.  One  by  one  his  followers 
left  him,  and  he  saw  his  army  dwindle  into  an  in- 
signiticant  force.  At  last  he  was  obliged  to  promise 
that  lie  would  fix  a  time  in  which  to  meet  his  barons 
and  hear  their  grievances. 

In  Aj»ril  of  the  year  1215  the  baroiis  assembled 
in  full  force  at  Stamford.  From  ail  parts  of  the 
kingdom  they  came  with  their  retainers  fidly  armed 
an<l  bin-ning  with  enthusiasm  to  defend  their  rights 
which    had    been    trodden   under    foot  by  tho   king. 
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Tui)  flintiNaml  kiii'^his  were  tliiTo,  in  coinplflc 
iirmour,  with  tlirir  <av:ilrv,  iiiCaiitrv,  and  attciidjiMts. 
li  must  liavu  liecii  a  glorious  si^flit  when  (lie  April 
sun  slioiic  down  dii  the  L^dittcriin,--  anucnr,  th<'  wavin"- 
pluincs,  th<;  hri-hl  hanners,  the  tall  lances  and  the 
udi-aniin^'  swords  ofthose  Kiiu,disli  warriofs,  who  called 
ihrniselves  "The  Army  of  ( !od  and  the  Holy  Clmi'di." 
Ivich  man  was  ready  to  uphold  th.'  lil»erly  of  Kni^rhuid 
with  the  stre'iiLjlh  of  his  sword.  Kaeh  man  was  eu!j;er 
to  face  the  fufy  of  .lohn. 

J5y  this  time  K'uvj;  .'ohn  was  deserted  hy  almost 
uvrryhody  in  the  kini^nlom.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that 
only  seven  kni-^dils  n-mained  with  him.  He  saw,  tlierc- 
lort',  that  he  was  powerless  in  the  hands  of  his  barons, 
and  he  aicree  1  to  meet  them  wherever  they  chose. 

'i'he  famous  meeting-  took  ])laee  in  a  broad  and 
smooth  meadow  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  about 
three  miles  from  Windsor  bridi^^e.  The  barons  pro- 
ceeded to  the  meadow  from  Staines,  and  the  kin.t,' 
came  from  Winds  )r.  In  this  tield,  called  Uunnynicde, 
Kin^t,'  Jolm  was  forced  to  listen  while  Ma,i,nia  Charta, 
the  <,'reat  charier  of  Hn<rlish  liberty,  was  read  out  to  liim 
for  tlu;  tirst  time  by  Stei)hen  Lant^'ton,  the  arclibishop. 
Me  was  snrromided  by  armed  warriors  who  liad  sworn 
to  liM-ht  and,  if  ne;'d  be,  die  in  the  defence  of  their 
rii,dits.  John  was  powerless,  and  on  June  15th,  liJo, 
in  the  nn-adow  of  Kimnymede,  .Ma^nia  Charta  was 
si-'ned  and  scaled,  and  bei.ame  the  law  of  the  land. 


THE  MEANINCi  OF  MAGNA  CHARTA. 

In  this  way,  S(e}»hen  Langton  and  the  barons 
of  Kngland  obtained  the  fatuous  charter  of  Eni^dish 
rights  called  Ma<,qia  Charta. 
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It  would  l»c  well  lor  every  Kn,<,'lisliinaii  to  know 
the  use  and  eoutents  of  tlie  eharter. 

In  thi'  tirst  place,  it  is  neeessary  to  renienibrr 
that  Anlil>islioi»  Stti)lien  and  his  friends  <lid  not 
invent  a  numher  of  new  laws  whieh  they  forced 
tilt!  k'uvj;  t»)  sii^n.  What  tlu'y  difl  was  to  writ*! 
down  the  old  KnL,dish  laws  ancl  customs  whieh  the 
kint,^  had  so  shamefully  disre^Mrded,  a>id  whieh 
they  desired   him  to  observe  in  the   future. 

Ma_i,'na  Charta  was  written  in  Latin,  and  con- 
ained  forty-nine  articles,  or  clauses.  Many  of 
these  articles  had  to  do  with  the  old  "feudal  law," 
whi(di  was  then  the  law  of  the  land.  This  law 
related  chiefly  to  the  duties  of  the  barons  to  the 
k'uvj;,  and  those  of  the  common  peojtle  to  the 
barons,  in  time  of  war,  and  to  other  old  customs 
which  have  lon«^-  ago  i)assed  away.  For  this  reason 
many  of  the  articles  in  Magna  Charta  arc  no  longer 
important  at  the  present  day.  There  arc  others, 
however,  which  are  just  as  important  now  as  they 
were  in  the  time  of  King  John,  and  they  still 
form  part  of  tlie  English  laws  by  which  Englishmen 
are  governed  at  the  present  day. 

Chief  among    these    is   Article   40   of  the  (!reat 
Charter  : 

"  To   none    iC'll    ii'e  sill.   Id   iioik'   k'UI   h'c    rrfnaf, 
to    iHtiw    (I'ill    iri'   ilf'ili/    J{i(j/il    <'inl    Jdsl'u'r." 

Some  readers  j)erhaps  may  not  understimd  at 
once  the  great  im[)ortancc  of  this  promise,  but  a 
few  words  will  explain  this.  "We"  in  the  above 
sentence  means  tlie  king,  and  in  these  words  he 
promised  not  to  sill  Right  and  Justice.  Thi;s 
pron)iso    was   very    necessary    in   the    time   of   Ivmg 
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•':''"'■  *"'"■  ''^'  ''•''•  "'■'•■'i  «aus,M|  jii.Lrincnt  to  l.o 
UMv.n  III  lavoiir  of  imtsous  u1,„  paid  l.i,,,  .....iioy 
t"l-  If.  S'.  lliat  a  ,-iiiIty  |.('rson  oilld  ^s.-aj...  pilliisli- 
'""•I't  if  1,..  uviv  ri.l,,  v.hil,,  inu.Kj.'iit  persons  ortcii 
Millcr.Ml   bci-aiisc  iliry   \vii-('   iM.or. 

Wlirn  ll,c  kin-  si.-nr.l  Ma-na  C'liaila,  li.>  j.n.nn-srd 
"-t  to  ,/,/,/,/  jnstirc,.  This  also  was  ncrssaiT.  lor, 
oil. 11,  persons  .Irsirin-  jnsii.'o  had  Ik'vu  oi.!i-..,i 
to  vail  many  uvary  years,  and  even  (heir  ul'n.le 
liK'liiiir,  uiihont  ol.tainin-  it.  Kin-  .J. .In.  also 
l"-'"i'i-''l  thai  jnstire  shnnld  never  he  rr/asnf  tu 
rieh  oi    p(MH-,  iiuMe  or  jieasant. 

"■  •'"'"'    •'"•'    '!"■    kii^^s    that     ea,n<-    after    hin. 
''■"I    k.pt    this    spIeiHhd    promise    writtn,    ^hnvn    in 
Ma-na    Charia,    the    liistory    of    Kn-Iand    uoiild     ho 
very  (hlleivnt  IVoni    wliat   it    now    is.      Manv    nnjnsL 
u;n-s  wonld  have  heen  avoided,  many  persons  wron-- 
liilly     imprisoned     or    wron-lnlly     e.xev.Ued     wmiM 
have    hved    in     pea.e    and    comfort,   and    |],e    loii.r 
story   ,.|   hloodshed,  wicke(hies.s,  and   sntierin-  wlnVh 
darkens  the    pa-es    of    Kn-Iish    Idstorv    wouhl    have 
rernamrd    nntoM.       Unfortunately,    Kin-   John    and 
"ther     Kn-lish     kin-s    did    not    respeet    their    most 
solrmn    promi.ses,   and    the    laws    written    down    in 
Ala,-na  Charta    were  often    disregarded    heeanse    the 
Kn-hsi,  people"  were  not  stron-  or  Im.M  enon-li  to  pro- 
tjvt  their  ri-hts      Nevertheless,  when  kin-s  i-nored 
the  iiherties  and   ri-hts  of  the  Kn-lisli  people,  they 
knew    they    were   olfeiKlin-   a-ainst    Ma-na    Charta 
whieh    they    lia<l    promi.sed    to    ohev,  and    when   the 
people    were    hold    enon-h   to  resist    th.>    tynum"  of 
un.jost  kin-s  they  conM  p„int   to    Ma-na  Vha'rtl  to 
show  that  t  hey  were  only  defending  the  law  of  En-land 
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\Vii»i»  .Ma'^iiii  Cliarta  was  first  sii,M.t'(l  liy 
KiiiL,'  'IkIiii,  many  copies  of  it  wm'  loaMc  and 
sent  to  ditleivut  j»arts  of  tliu  coimtrv.  In  tln^ 
Hritisli  Museum  tlic  ofiL,'inal  copy  is  still  to  Ik' 
seen,  stained  and  faded  by  time.  It  hears  the 
siL,niaturo  and  seal  of  Kin^,'  .l<ilm.  There  aie  few 
people  who  can  look  upon  this  old  panlimrnt. 
without  emotion  when  tlicy  tliink  that,  to  uphold 
th<'  promises  written  upon  it,  many  of  the  l>est 
and    hravesi    I'ji'jlishnion  siitVered,   foii'dit,  and   <lied. 

THP:  AUTHOR  OF  MAdNA  CHARTA. 

To  Slei»hen  Lan_L,'ton,  Aindihishop  of  (.'anterhury, 
we  owe  in  a  lar^'o  measure  the  si<fnin;^  of  .Mai,'na 
('liarta.  He  did  not,  however,  ,<,'ain  any  earthly 
reward  ft)r  his  patriotism  and  hravery,  hut,  on 
the  contrary,  he  sutVered  exile  and  dis;^race. 

As  soon  as  King  John  had  sii^nied  tlio  (Ireat 
Charter,  he  sent  messen|L,'ers  to  l'oi)e  Imiocent  at 
ii'>me,  mis-statini,'  the  facts  and  uri,dnLC  the  Pope 
to  condemn  the  Charter.  The  ro[)e  was  deceived 
hy  the  kini^f's  statements,  and  eondenmed  the  harons 
for  wliat  he  considered  was  an  unlawfid  rebellion 
against  their  kint^.  He  ordered  Arelibishop  bantfton 
to  ex<*onmumicatc  (that  is  t«j  say,  to  cut  off  from 
tin'  C/iiiir/t)  any  barons  who  wotdd  ni>t  submit  to 
the  khvj;.  But  when  Ste[)h('n  refuseil  to  do  so 
the  Pope  forbade  him  to  contimie  his  (bitics  as 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Stephen  LauLjton  went 
to  Rome  himself,  to  persuade  his  old  friend  to 
recoijfnise  the  justice  of  Ins  conduct,  but  Kiii'j-  John 
had  so  thoroUL,ddy  misint'ormed  the  Pope  that  Steplien 
Langton  was  unable  to  convince  him  ol  the  truth. 


5S 


FnlNliKlts    (.!••     I'lIK     KMIMltF. 


|''(.l-      llir     It  Iii;iil|(lt  r     <.r    .Inlili's     w\'J:\\.     tlir     l>IMVO 

all  1  |iairi<>ii.'  I'lii'^Iisliiiiaii  r. .niiiiiinl  to  In'  an  <s\Ui 
iVoiii  liis  cniiiitrv.  W'lirii  K'm'4  .lolm's  clatli  in 
lilhi  rr]ii\r(l  I'lii^Iand  fi'>iii  his  viiM-  and  l\raniu, 
Lan'^ion  was  jirrniiitfd  to  nnnii  an  I  rtsiuiic  liis 
t,fo\(  rninrnt  as  Anhliislioji  of  (  anlnl'ni-v.  Tin- 
last  ytars  ot'  liis  lifr  wnr  sjicnl  in  (|uii't  Imt 
constant  uork  I'or  {\u-  j^oxl  ot'  flu;  ( 'liiM"i-li,  tin; 
nliif  ot  tlh'  jMior,  and  tlu'  education  ut'  the  Knglisli 
|)coj)lc   in    till!   knowIcdiTc   of  Ciod. 

Shortly  hcfo  •  JTis  death,  in  122N,  he  retired  tc 
the  Manor  ll(»u c  in  the  little  villaj^e  of  Slindon,  in 
Sussex,  and  his  last  days  were  sjient  in  peaceful 
retir'iiient. 

An    o!d    chronicKr    records    his    death     in     the 

following,''    words: 

"In  XI.  yen;  i>f  llfiiiy,  (Ifit-d  Stevoiic  L;iii;,'(l(i:i.  lii^lmp 
(if  Ciiuiitirliurv,  lliat  wiis  a  j^'rctc  clcrke  in  liis  days  in  iiiakiiij,' 
of  many   ttokes,   si»cci:illy   iiji  ni  8<'riitt\iro." 

It  is  helieved  that  Ste[)hen  Lani^'ton  was  tlio 
tirsL  to  divide  the  Bilde  into  cha[)ters.  Tln' 
nanii\  however,  of  the  brave,  t;ood,  and  patriotic 
Kn_i,dishinan  will  always  he  remcnihered  best  in 
connection  with  the  great  record  of  English  rights, 
called   Mauna  ( 'harta. 
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THB    RI5I-    OF    THE    ENGLISH    PAkl.lAMriNT. 

Ai.M<)ST  every  KnulislHiiiin  lias  a  share  in  I  lie  -nveni- 
tiietit  (.f  Ills  country.  That  is  t<.  siy.  that  Kii^lish- 
iiicii  have  the  ri<;ht  to  t.iki-  part  in  the  eleeti<»n  nl 
iiieiiihers  (.f  rarliaiiitut,  who  :ire  Uiru^'ly  responsihle 
lor  the  |>roi>cr  ^'overimient  of  their  muuiry.  As 
tiiey  represenl  the  (.iiinioiis  of  the  |mo|.1o  \v1i<»  have 
chosen  them,  it  is  dear  that  the  people  th<ni.selves 
have  a  reiki  share  in  their  own  '^overniiMnt.  This  is 
<-erlalnIy  ri-ht  and  just,  for  if  the  peopk  ..f  Kn,<:lan<l 
ol.y  the  laws,  it  is  only  fair  that  they  shouhi  have  a 
share  in  the  making  of  them:  and  as  they  supply 
the  monev  necessary  for  the  puhiic  expenses  (.f  the 
country,  tliey  have  a  right  to  see  tliat  it  is  spent  in  a 

proper  manner. 

Kngli.sh  -itizens  are  nowadays  so  used  to  choosing 
mendxTS  to  represent  their  wishes  in  Parliament  that 
they  are  apt  to  forget  that  their  countrymen  hav<'  not 
always  had  this  right,  and  that  it  re<|uired  mu.h  hard 
tJL^ditin-^'  on  the  part  of  l>rav.  Englishmen  to  wni  this 
privilege  ior  themselves  ;;!id  their  de.scendant.s. 

To  Simon  de  Montfori  m.>re  than  to  any  other  man 
we  owe  our  Tarliament,  .nm  for  this  reason  every 
Englishman  .should  honors-  his  memory.  Although 
a  tW-eiirner  hy  hirth,  he  uecame  an  Englishman  at 
heart,  and   the  hest  years  of  his  life   were  spent  in 
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«l' t.iMliii.r  tli.'  I'',ii;_'li-li  |Mi>|,I,.  rr,,iii  t!ir  f viMiiii,,s  of 
ilirir  kiii^'-.  Inr  liis  lirrnic  t|c\iiiii>n  ii,  ih.  ii-  ausc 
lln'  |»i'M|.lc  |,,\.i|  liini  uitli  ;ill  the  vt..ii.;ili  (.f  ilifir 
lif.iri>,  :iiiil  wilt  II  Ik  I.i^i  lii>  |i|r  m  th,  ir  ^.'lAiru  ih.  v 
liiiiniitfd  him  .i>  ;i  s.iiiit  ;iimI  III. Ill  \  r. 

SiiiMiii  w.is  li  nil  hImiii!  tiio  year  |:]()S  at  Inr-  r'a^flc 
"I  M'Mil  loi',  ill  Nitniiainly.  His  taili,i-  had  -aiiird 
vital  I'liitiwn  as  a  Wa  iri'ir,  md  iVtt  iiiirinMiiiattlv 
tr"iii  till'  slain  i.f  i-niidy.  I'lidtr  ihf  liilf  of  ihf 
(.'diiiiI  III  Tt>ill"i|-M',  lie  had  hffiiiilf  lUi'  ot  ihf  IiHist 
|ni\vfrt'iil  ii'>l>lf^  ill  l-'raiiff.  ||.'  alsi:  h.,|v  (hf  I'liiLrlish 
lillit.l  I'lail  t(t  lii'icfsli  r,  and  tiwiifil  hah' ihf  cslalts  i.t 
thai  |-!n;4hsh  laiidiMii.  K iii^' .lolm,  hiiwi'x.  ■  wh'i  was 
I'll  tho  I'ln-hNh  thn.iii'  at  thai  tiiiic,  aii'l  uho  was 
always  i-tady  to  sti/f  (diici-  nifii's  Lr<'i»ds,  dcclai.il  ihiit 
ihf  carl  had  takt-n  part  in  a  c'<»nsj»iracy  aLTaiiist  liiin, 
;iiid  in  IlMO  ihf  (ninit  was  deprived  of  his  I'ji-lish 
esiaies.  His  iiiiniisinif  wealth  and  power  in  IV.iiiff 
also  hroiinht,  him  iimler  the  disj)leasnr<^  of  the  French 
kin^;-  and  exposed  liim  to  the  jcaloiisv  of  the  iieinli- 
htiiirin;,'-  noMes.  The  last  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
ill  wartarea,!:,^dnst  his  enemies,  and  when  lie  died  most 
of  his  possessions  passed  iulo  the  hands  of  the  Kin" 
of  I'Vaiicf 

rp<'ii  his  death,  his  eldest  st.n,  Amanry,  claimed 
the  Kn-lish  lands  which  h;ul  helon,i,'ed  to  his  father. 
KiiiL^-  .lolin  hitd  now  hecn  succeeded  hv  Henry  III. 
who  was  dispt>scd  to  he  friendly  to  tin;  ]h' 
.Mt>iiiioi-t  family.  He  would  not,  jiowever,  allow 
Aiii.iiiry  to  hold  l.uids  in  France  and  Filmland  at 
the  s.iiiH  inii>\  ,(ii>l  he  liadu  lilm  choose  hetweeii 
them.  Amanry,  who  was  a  true  Frenchman  at 
liearl,   would   iiol    give  14)  his  native  lands,  and  he 
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flHivforr  n  iK.iiiir.  .1  [lis  claim  l<t  flir  I'lii'^li-h 
estates   ill   tii\«iiir  111'  liis   \oiiii<j<  r  hrotlitr,  Simon. 

It     was    luf    the    jnir|H>sr    of    olitaiiiiiiLT    tin-    title 
iiiil  (States  lit'  the  earMnm  of  Leicester  that    SiiimM 

(le  Molittolt  left  Ilis  IlJltive  ColUltlT  jUkI  settled 
UmiMlLT    tllO    |)e()|)l.'    of    whom     he    was    one    <|;iV    to    he 

file  cjiamjiion.  He  was  leceixed  in  a  kindly  wav 
liy  Henry  III.,  who  <4-ave  him  ii  '^^enerons  peiision 
nnd  .I'^reed  to   confer  the  earldom    upon    him. 

SrMON     AT    TMH    KN<iI.I5H    COl'RT. 

The  youii'^  Karl  of  Leicester,  as  he  now  hecaine, 
seems  soon  to  have  Won  the  iulmlrilt io'  of  the 
kiii'^'.  He  was  jiajidsomc  and  stroi\'^',  with  a  dariti'.,' 
(•oiu-av'e,  a  liot  temper,  and  a  strong,'  will,  which 
nnist  have  i!n[iresyed  a  weak  man  like  Hein"\. 
He  must,  indeed,  have  Iieen  siiiLTnlarh'  atlracti\e 
in  niamier,  for,  in  spite  of  Ids  position,  which  uas 
hy  no  nie.ins  important  at  this  time,  he  u'ained  the 
love  of  Kleanor,  the  kin'/s  sister.  What,  is  more 
reniarkal»l<'  still,  he  ohtaincd  the  kini^'s  consent,  tei 
their  marria;.;e.  Henry  pivo  the  hride  away  him- 
self, hnt  the  marria^'e  was  celehrated  j)rivatelv  in 
the  kind's  clia])el,  for  Simon's  frien«ls  feared  that 
it   wonld  aronse   inncli  opposition   in   the  conntrv. 

Princess  Kleanor  was  a  widow  when  Simon  de 
^Fojitfort  won  her  love.  She  had  heeii  marritd 
when  <|o.ite  a  child  to  William  Marshall,  Karl  of 
I'emhroke.  When  he  died,  his  yoiniL,'  widow  was 
overwhelmed  with  i^rief,  and.  moved  hv  tjie  'jreat 
love  whi<-h  slu^  bon?  to  her  hnshand.  sht»  made 
a  solemn  vow,  in  the  presence  of  th'  Archhishop 
of  Ciinterhury  and  the  liishoj)  of  ( doueester,  thut  .she 
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would  iifvrr  iiiiiiTV  iiuiiiii.  Winn,  li(»\\,_'V('r,  y«ars 
passed  lp\'  jiiiil  liii"  i;ri<  I  liad  iKcoiiif  a  tliiiii^  <>t"  the 
])ast,  tilt'  Ndiiiii,''  pl'lliifss  tlmiiLrlit  II"  liiol't'  «>t  Ih'T 
(ally  vow.  W'luii,  tlioi't't'ort',  Simon  dc  Moiitfort, 
hraso,  liandsoiiio,  and  liii;li-spiriled,  gained  lior  jovi', 
siu;  L(av('  litr  const  111   ti>  nuirry  hini, 

I'rolialily  at  the  lust  iiit)ni('nt  tlic  iiienioiy  of  licr 
vow  troiililcd  lior.  I'roliaMy  Kiii.n  Honry  and  l'!arl 
SiiiKMi  lV,an  d  the  anuor  ot  the  clnirclinion  when 
tlicv  should  hoar  tho  vow  liad  heeii  hrokcn.  Those 
I'tars  wortj  woU  grounded,  i'or  no  sooner  did  tho 
news  of  the  iiiarriui^'o  hcconio  puhlic  than  all 
partits  in  Kn^land  iiohles,  cliurchnicn,  and  tho 
proplo — ('\])rtssed   their  indii^iiation. 

The  nohles  Wen;  aiiu^ry  he<;auso  tho  kint;  had 
not  asked  tlieir  advice  in  tho  matter.  Jienry^ 
altlioiiuh  married,  was  not  yet  a  i'ather,  and  the 
marriage  t\i'  his  sister  was,  therefore,  an  inijiortant 
matter  to  the  Knulish  nation,  hecanso  her  children 
miuht  liecttme  heirs  to  the  throne.  They  were 
ani^rv  also  hecause  Simon  dt;  Montfort  was  a 
l'orei|U''>>cr.  and  the  nohles  were  already  dismustod 
at  the  crowd  of  foreiij^n  I'avourites  who  surrounded 
the  kim,',  fillin|L^  the  hi,ul»  (»ttiecs  of  the  countiy 
and  taking'  the  kin^^'s  atVection  frt)ni  his  Knylish 
sulijects. 

The  churchmen  were  horrified  at  tho  way  in 
which  l"-arl  Simon's  wife  had  broken  her  Milenm 
vow.  Kdiiiund  Mich,  the  Archhishop  of  Cantcr- 
hury,  dentiimeetl  the  uidawfulness  of  the  mayriai^e, 
and  all  the  clergy  and  peoples  were  e(pially  in- 
dignant. 

The  kings  brother,    Uichard,    Envl   of  CornwuU, 
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put  liiiiisrlf  at  the  li.ad  "f  tli.'  anu'ry  l.ar«»iis,  and 
llinat.nrd  Hmry  \vith  <ivil  \v;ir  iinltss  Ik-  (lis- 
Miisvcd  liis  loiviyn  tavoiiritts,  and  csjircially  Simon. 
ILirl  of  I>»i(,-fstt'r.  The  kini^:  found  liimsolf  op- 
pi.-^CMl  liy  nearly  all  his  harons,  so  that  he  was 
ohlit^ed  to  hold  a  conference,  and  to  promise  .i(ood 
-■ovcrnmcnl  in  future.  lie  also  made  liandsome 
presents  to  his  brother  Kichard,  in  order  to  <;ain 
"him  over  from  the  side  of  the  harons.  Karl  Simon 
sui)ported  the  kin.t;  in  tliis  i)olicy  hy  cntn-aties 
and  presents  to  Richard,  until  his  heart  was 
softened,  and  he  yieliled  to  his  hrother's  ))romises 
of  amendment.  Tiie  ban.ns,  who  had  hoped  for 
mon;  vigorous  measures,  went  away  disappointed 
at  the  conduct  of  tlio  Karl  of  Cornwall,  and  angry 
when  they  found  that  Simon  de  Mont  fort  and 
lie      other    foreiu-n     favourites    still     remaine(' 
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Earl  Simon  was  probably  at  this  time  the  most 
hated  man  in  Kngland.  His  countess  was  con- 
tinually insulted  by  the  ))Cople,  who  would  not 
recognise  her  as  Simon's  lawful  wife,  so  that  she 
had  to  live  in  retirement  in  Kenihvorth  Castle, 
which  the  king  hud  given  her  husband.  Simon 
fomid  his  position  unbearable,  so  that  he  decided 
to  make  a  journey  to  Rome  in  order  to  incbice  the 
l'op(!  to  declare  his  marriage  valid  and  h'gal.  His 
journey  was  successful,  and  he  returned  to  King 
Henry's  Court  on  O.-tober  11th,  1240,  having  ob- 
tained the  Tope's  appVoval  of  his  marriage.  Shortly 
.ifterwards  his  eldest  son  was  born  at  Kenihvorth 
(astle.  The  king  stood  as  the  int'ants  godfather, 
and  gave  him  the  name  of  Henry. 
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ROYAL     FAVOUR     AND     PICKLRNRSS. 

Tli('    l];irl    <'t'  Leicester  now  enjoyed  tlio  hij^'liest 

liivour   ot    (lie    kinL;",       I''resli    lionours.    castles    and 

lands    \vt  I'c    eiveii    lo    liini,    Imt    the    liarons    envied 

ind     liat.d      liim    as    the     kini^'s     t'avonrite.       Tlic 

loIIi)uin'4    year    the     kind's     eldest     son     was    horn 

lo  the  ereat    rejoieiiitr  (,('  the   Knj^-lish  people.      Tliey 

>'•  »n    IoiiikI,   however,  that   they   would  have   to  i»av 

dearly     lor    llieir    [deasurc.       TIk*     kin*,'     sent    out 

niess(  iie-ers    to   annonnco    the    happy   event,  and    tc 

receive   rieJi   ^i fi s   wliieli   lio  ex[)i,'eted    his   peoj)lo    to 

make      Presents  wliieli   he  did  not  consider  valuable 

cnoneh  he  sent  haek  with  contoinpt  until  tliey  were 

increased    to    iiis    satisfaetion.       The     people    were 

astonished    at    the    kln;4-'s   Ljrcod,   and    said    to    one 

another,   '■  (uxl    mis    (/ircn    us   (Ills   child,    hat    fhe 

Iniif  sr/ls  liiiii    to  lis."     Karl  Simon  was  one  of  the 

L,'odfathers  ot'  the  royal   infant,  who  was  afterwards 

to  lieeoiii(>   Kino-   Kdward    I.     At   this   time  tlie  carl 

seemed    the    most    fortunate   man   in    Eiii^dand.     He 

liad    married    the    kin^^'s  sister;    the   nobles,    (•lcrt,>-v, 

and  people  no  iouiifer  kept  up  their  LTrievance  ajj:ainst 

his   marriii-c    now    that    the    l'o[)e    approved    of   it  : 

and  KiiiL;  Henry  seemed  to  reL;ard  him  with  brotherly 

aflection.       It     was    not     Ion<,',    however,    before    an 

eveiu    liajtjH'ned   which  warned   Karl   Simon    not    to 

put     liis    trust     in    princes,   and   showed    him    that 

royal     favour    is    very    often   as    tickle   as    an    April 

day. 

On  the  {ttli  of  August,  12-S!),  only  a  few  weeks 
aft(  r  he  bad  stood  as  godfatlier  to  littl*^  Prince 
Kdward,  Karl  Simon  and  his  countess  left  their 
house    to   take    part   in   a   ceremony  at  court.      No 
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so.mov    (li.i    li.'    ;ij)|«Mr   tluin    tlip    Wuvj;    npl-riiido*! 
him     lu'fon;    thr    wlioh'    «oiu-r,    with     vioh-ut     words 
!inl    iv|)ro;i<-h«'s.       ll<.'   accused    liim    <»f  vile   crimes, 
and  sternly  commanded   him   to  leave  his  preseneo. 
Simon  was  ama/.eil  at    tliese  ])assionute  words,  v      ,di 
wore   entirely    unfounded.     11'    withdrew    from    the 
(tourt     in    dismay,     and    (;ondu<'te(l    his    wife     hack 
a'^^ain   t..   Win-  Ik'sKm-    House,  on   the  Thames,  wher(3 
ho     was    then     hvini,'.       No    snmer,    however,    did 
th.ey  arrive  tiian  they  were  overtaken  hy  messeni^'ers 
from  tlic  kini;-  with  orders  to  drive  them  froru  their 
hous:\     We  are  told  that  the  earl  departed  Uushini,' 
with  anirer,  and  as  soon  as  the  ni.^dit  fell  ho  dropped 
down  the  Thames  in  a  small  vessel  and  set  out  for 
Franco   wiih   his   wife  and  a  few  attendants. 

There  is  no  means   of  tellint,^   the  cause   of  the 
kini,''s   an,L,'er,  and   we  can   oidy  lthoss    that   he  had 
helieved    the    false  accusations    of  Simon's    enemies. 
The  carl  took  refnu^e  with  his  relations  in  Franco, 
hut    it    was    not     lt)n,t,^    hefore    ho   was   recalled    to 
En,«,dand  hy  the  tickl<>  kin<;.     Ho  returned,  and  was 
a-.;ain    rec-ivod  honourahly  by  his  royal  brother-in- 
law,    who    tried    to   make    amends    for    his    former 
insults.     Unt    Simon   oidy   stayed    in    Fn^cland    lon,i^ 
enon<,di    to   collect   sutiicieiit   money   to   enable  him 
to   i^'o   on  a   crusad(^    to    the    Holy    T^and.      History 
(loos  not  record  his  exploits  in   ralestine,  but  when 
he   returned    to    Ftiudatid   he    foimd    that    the    kin<( 
was   enu^ayed    in  a    war    with    France   and   earnestly 
desired    his    assistance.       This    war    was    a    dreadfid 
failure.       Ilemy    veninred    into    France     without    a 
proper   army.     We   was  unskilled    in    warfare,   weak 
and    hesitating,   and   it   was   owing   entirely   to   the 
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roiiniiro   and  (lov<>lio!i    of  Simon    do    Montfort    that 
he  was  able  to  return  to  Knuland   with    his   IilM>rtv. 

For  the  nt'xt  tivc  years  Simon  Hved  in  poaio 
and  ([uiot  at  Kenilworth  Castle.  His  countess  liad 
'^iven  him  five  sf)ns,  and  he  passed  his  (hivs  frainiii" 
lliem  in  all  tlic  exercises  and  accomplishments 
I'Otittimf  younLj  nohlemcn  wlio  mii^dit,  in  the  Inture, 
j»lay  threat   parts   in  their  country's  historv. 

Tiiese  peaceful  days  were  intcrrnj)ted  by  tlic 
kiuLT  scn(hni(  him  to  (Jascony  to  ])ut  down  a  re- 
liollion  whicli  had  broken  out  there.  Tiiis  province 
in  tlie  south  of  France  was  tlie  (»nlv  Frencli 
possession  left  in  the  hands  of  tli<'  Fnylish  kin,i,'s 
amonc,'  all  tlio.sc  wliich  had  belonLred  to  Henry  II. 
and  his  sons.  Henry's  <,'uvcrninent  was  as  weak 
and  unjust  there  as  it  was  in  Knt^dand,  and  the 
(lascon  nobles  were  continually  rebelliuLT  ai^^iinst  hiu!. 

Simon  de  Montfort  no  sooner  trod  the  .soil  of 
(Jascony  than  lie  set  about  restorint,'-  order  with  a 
stron<r  will  and  an  iron  hand.  The  rebellious 
nobles  soon  found  tliat  a  master  had  apjieared 
amont,'  them.  Wlien  they  realised  that  it  was 
useless  to  resist  him,  tliey  sent  over  all  sorts  of 
ba.so  and  false  accusations  against  him  to  Hem-v. 
They  accused  liim  of  needless  erueltv,  and  of 
warring  against  tliem  in  order  to  becoine  great  and 
powerful  himself  Th<'y  also  pretended  that  they 
were  no  l«tnger  rebelling  against  King  Heiu'v,  Init 
against  the  eru(>lty  and  injustice  of  Simon  de  Montfort. 

Henry  was  weak  and  foolish  enough  to  believe; 
these  lalse  reporis.  Hv  grew  alarmed  and  angry 
with  Earl  Simon,  and  sunuuoned  him  back  to 
England  to  explain  liis  conduct. 
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THi:    TRIAL    OF     HARL    5I.M0N. 

At  \Vliit>iiiiti<lc,  in  tlif  y<;ir  12.')2.  tli«'  Kai-1  r>f 
Lciccstrr  \\;is  put  ii|ihii  liis  tii.il  iM'tor"'  tin-  kiii;^' 
jiii'l  ;ni  ;issriiiMv  <'t  li.ii'Kii^.  Simon  li.id  not  (inly 
strvi'd  till-  kiuLT  Wfll  and  I'aitlitiilly  in  (iascony, 
l)Ut  lio  liad  s])rnt  lai'L;i'  sums  of  liis  own  nmnry  in 
tlir  kiiiLis  srrvi<<>.  Ml  ilijit  lit-  must  have  t'dl  tlx' 
;lti-|)  injustice  ot  luiiii;'  calli-il  n[»<>n  l(»  (Itl'rnd  liis 
cnnduii. 

'riic  ti'ial  lasted  a  wlmlc  month.  ( )ne  liy  oin' 
the  earl  answei-ed  the  charges  a!L,^ainst  him,  (piietly 
and  clearK',  so  that  everyoi.e  was  satisfied  (,'.\ee|>t 
the  sus|)iei(ius  UiiiL,'.  Simon  l»e<.,'i;'ed  his  royal 
hi'other  -  in  -  law  to  restore  his  colitidenee.  He 
reminded  him  of  his  foi-mer  sei-viees,  and  that  he 
had  })romised  to  support  him  in  (iaseony  lor  the 
six  vears  during-  which  the  earl  was  to  have  I  •'■en 
•^•oNci-nor. 

"  \'our  Words,  my  lord  the  kiii'jf,  slionld  he 
kept  sui'<'  and  certain.  Keep  therefore  lh<>  ])romise 
yon  made  me;  keep  it  accordint,^  to  the  tenor  of 
vour  chai"t<'r,  oi-  pay  me  hack  the  e.vpenses  1  liavt> 
in(;nrred  in  your  service."  Thus  spoke  Karl  Simon, 
hut  at  these  words  the  king  hurst  into  an  nngovern- 
ahle  I'age. 

"  Know  this,"  h(^  shouted.  "  T  will  keep  none 
of  mv  proniis<'s  to  an  unworthy  swindlei'  and  traitor 
like  yourself.  1  may  hn-ak  my  ])romis<>  to  <»ne 
who  hreaks  his.  and  behave  coldly  to  one  who 
clearly  acts   ill." 

Karl  Simon's  liau^dity  temper  could  not  be 
restrained  at  this  insult.  With  a  iierce  oath  ho 
swore    that    the   king   had   hcd.      "  Wore    you    nol 
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sliirldcd  Ity  tlit-  diLTiiily  <>f  I  lit-  niy;il  iiaiiM','*  li»' 
<  ri<'l,  ■  it  Wdiild  lie  .III  ill  liom-  tor  ymi  in  \vlii<li 
yi»ii  s|»(»kc  such  woi'ds.  |)(>  you  ctH  xoiirsclt'  a 
( "liristiaii  :*  I  )o  yoii  l.rliivt-  yoiiisrlt'  to  be  one;' 
Have    VKii    (Vf.    coiitcsscd    your    sins:''' 

'•  Vfs,"   sli(»utvil   the  k\w^    with    a    |»assioii    ('<jii;d 

to     tlic    rail's. 

"  What  avails  coiitcssioii,"  rcjilit-d  the  cafl  hitcilv, 
'•  uithmit  pfiiaiic*'  and  sat ist'a<tioii  tor  your  inis- 
(h-rds:'' 

Ixsidf  liimscif  witli  ra^^'c,  tlic  kiui^'  aiiswci-fd, 
'•  I  lU'Vcr  i-cjK'iitcd  of  auytliiu!^''  so  imich  as  I  now 
n|H'nt  ot"  allowing,'  you  to  I'litcr  KiiL,dand  or  to 
hold  land  and  ullitrs,  so  that  you  now  wax  lat 
and  ki<k." 

It  woidd  have  ijfono  ill  with  Karl  Simon  if  the 
kinj^  had  been  able  to  wreak  his  vengeaneo  upon 
him.  Fortunately  for  liim,  liowever,  the  barons, 
who  re<'ou-uiscd  the  justice  of  liis  defence,  pnttected 
him  a^'ainst  the  kiiiLj's  atiiiccr.  Onc(;  n.ore  he  was 
sent  to  Ciascony,  ami  onee  more  lie  det'eated  the 
reliel  (iascoiis,  but  his  eonlinual  success  onlv  seemed 
to  make  the  kin^i,'  listen  more  readily  to  tlu.' 
aceusatiun.s  and  false  rejjorts  of  the  earl's  enemies. 

EARL    SIMON     IN     FRANCE. 

Tn  December,  1251',  the  (^)ueen  of  Franee  died, 
and  the  kitii^nlom  was  left  without  a  soverei-^ni. 
It  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  hii^h  rej)Utatioii 
which  Farl  Simon  must  have  naiiied  tliat  the 
French  nobles  besought  him  ;it  this  time  to  stay 
ainont,''  them  and  become  one  of  the  <j^uardi;ins  of 
the  French  realm.     Earl  Simon,  however,  was  now 
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tli..r..ii-lily  Kii,-li-li  in  li";r,l.  mikI  in  si'it<-  of  tli»- 
insults  ;i|m1  ili-latitllilr  ll<'  liad  ivcivrd  .It  llio 
li.iiids  ..f  til.'  Kiiuli-Ii  kin;^^  im<l  of  many  «'l'  tlw 
lMi(.ns,  lie  ivtijsrd  this  (.tVrr  and  woidd  ii<>t  d«>rfl 
his  diitirs   to    Knyland. 

KiiiLT  lli'nrv  hinistU' n«»\v  set  «>nt  I'or  tlir  it1hH)oiis 
|.i..vin<c  of  Cascony,  l.ut  in  ivlnrn  for  tlir  Karl 
(.1'  L.icrstcrs  srrvi<-.s  lie  deposed  liitn  fidn  his 
i.tlice  of  ^ovefiior.  The  kiiiLf,  liowever,  was  never 
sue.essfnl  in  war,  and  he  was  soon  redn.-ed  lo 
sii.li  straits  hv  tlie  tinlndeiil  (lasenns  that  Simon 
de  .Nh. lit  fort  was  ahle  to  reven,i,'e  himself  iiohly  hy 
1,'oini,'  to  Hein-y's  assistance.  Th*'  kini;  was  oidy 
too  ^iad  (»f  his  help,  and  for  a  lime  the  «|nanvl 
helweeli  the  two  men  seemed  to  he  patched  iij), 
although  Simon  al  least  conld  not  easily  forget  the 
king's  ill-treatment  of  him. 

DISCONTENT    IN    ENGLAND. 

lM)r  the  next  few  years  there  was  ontward  peace 
in  Kngland,  hut  in  the  liearts  of  tlie  people  there 
was  a  ui""\ving  discontent.  The  land  was  swarming 
with  foreign  adventurers  hrought  over  hy  the  kmg. 
r.v  flattery  and  ctnming  tliey  induced  the  king  to 
Lrive  them  manv  of  the  most  powerful  castles  and 
many  of  the  riidiest  estates  in  England,  and  they 
aroused  the  peopl-'s  liatred  by  their  arrogant  be- 
haviour. The  king  Mas  always  demanding  money 
from  the  people,  ^vhich  went  to  enrich  the  hated 
foreiirners  or  which  was  wasted  upon  inglorious  or 
useless  wars,  in  Viol  matters  went  from  had  to 
worse.  Owing  ti»  the  failure  of  harvest,  there  was  a 
dreadful  famine,  and  the  people  were  reduced  to  eat 
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liorscticslj  iind  tlitj  li;irk  i»t  trt'es.  In  (liis  yi-ai-  also 
till'  Welsh  ri'l»t'llt'(l  iii,Miij.st  llio  kini,',  and  inure  money 
was  (leniandetl  lV«>in  llu;  unlortnnalo  peoplo  tor  llio 
e\j» 'nsi'  of  I  he   war. 

At  Master,  in  the  year  I2j.S,  tlie  kin^,'  sinninone(l 
Ills  harons  ti»  a  !.'reat  conned  in  'trder  to  i,'ranl  him 
iiirther  sinns  ut"  money  and  additional  sn[>[)ort  against 
the  Wt'Isli. 

Many  of  the  barons  wore  disgusted  witli  the  king's 
conihiel.  Tliey  determined  to  remonstrate  against 
his  misgovernmcnt,  and  went  to  the  groat  council 
full  of  this  rosolvo. 

It  was  Simon  do  Montfort,  Karl  of  Leicester, 
wlio  was  tlie  spokesman  of  their  grievances.  As  soon 
as  tlio  barons  had  assembled,  Karl  Simon  addressed 
them  in  eloquent  language,  lie  described  the  misor- 
alile  condition  of  the  country.  IIo  eondeiiuied  the 
king  foi^  wasting  largo  sums  of  money  upon  his 
fori'ign  favoiu-ites.  He  said  that  he  was  .so  extravji- 
gant  towards  these  foreigners  that  he  had  no  money 
himself  to  s[>end  upon  the  necessities  of  the  country. 
He  coidd  not  even  defeat  siu-h  an  insigniticant  enemy 
as  the  Welsh.  The  earl  ended  this  bold  speech  by 
urging  the  barons  to   take  special  measures  against 
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It  is  not  ditticult  to  ima<dnj  the  kini^'s  an<'er  at 
Karl  Simon's  vigorous  reproaches,  but  he  saw  that 
the  majority  of  the  barons  were  on  the  earl's  side.  His 
brother  Iiichard,  the  Karl  of  Cornwall,  was  abroad, 
and  he  was  the  only  man  powerful  enough  to  curb 
the  barons.  I'nder  these  circumstan(;es,  Henry  saw 
that  he  nnist  submit,  in  ap[)earanee  at  least.  Ho 
owned  that  ho  had  been  led  astray  by  evil  counsel, 
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;iiul  swore  sulf'iiiiily  l">  uiikikI  liis  ways.  He  roli- 
sciitcil  that  a  MiiiiilKT  ut'  hiiioiis  sli<>iil<l  Ix;  ajipoiiik'd 
f<t  meet  at  ().\t<»i(l  to  draw  iij»  a  ]t!aii  of  rcl'oiin, 

THI:    ••  PROVISIONS    OP    OXPOUD." 

AiiioiiLT  tliosf  clioscii  for  tliis  ]Mn'j)ose  was  tlic 
hlarl  of  Lcircslrr.  lie,  indeed,  was  reco^iiisfd  liy 
the  liaroiis  as  tlieir  leader.  In  the  month  of  .Innc, 
\'1')\\  tliey  assrmhled  at  ()\lord  with  all  th«  ir  re- 
tainers Inlly  armed.  They  weie  prepared  to  see  that 
their  jilan  of  ret'oi-ni  slionld  he  enloree<l,  it"  need  ho, 
hy  a  more  powerful  aii^ument  than  woids.  'J'he  kiiiL,' 
saw  that  Ik;  was  eompletely  in  llieir  power,  and 
he  was  oiiliLfed  to  i(ivc  his  consent  to  the  plan  of 
reform  whicdi  they  had  prepared.  This  ])lan  lias  he- 
eome  tamoiis  under  the  iiumo  of  the  "  I'rovisions  of 
Oxford." 

Jiy  tluso  "  I'rttvisions  "  the  kin^'  undertook  to  do 
nothin,i(  Avithout  eonsullinj.^  a  council  (»f  the  barons 
Tile  (diief  otlicers  of  the  kinufdom  were  also  to  he 
ajipointed  hy  this  eouneil,  and  every  year  they  were  to 
answer  for  their  acts  bef(»re  the  council  an(i  the  kin_t,'. 

The  liarons  ne.\t  decided  to  j;et  rid  of  the  kinL,''s 
foreign  favoiu'ites.  They  issued  a  decree  that  all 
the  castles  in  the  hands  (tf  these  foreii,'ners  should  he 
"^ivcn  u[).  Simon  do  Montfort  was  himself  a  forei|L,'ner 
hy  hirth.  and  he  therefore  set  the  example  hy  resi^^n- 
wvj,  his  castles  of  Kenil worth  and  Odihani.  The- 
other  foreiL;ners  refused,  and  were  supported  by 
rriiice  Kdward,  the  kinif's  eldest  son.  William  de 
\  alen<c.  a  foreit,'ner  who  owned  several  castles  in 
England,  was  amouijj  tlu»se  who  refused  luost 
violentlv  to   re.->i<ni  them.     At  last    Karl  Simon    cut 
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his  iir-Miiiit'i's  short  l»v  ••r\iii<'  tirrcclv.  " 'I'litj  cusllts 
i>r  tliv  luM<! '. "  Tho  t'oi't'i;^'!!' IS  wvn'  ffrritird  hy  tliis 
tlm'ut.  TlnV  km  w  uKo  tliat  if  tho  iiol.lrs  i\u\  ii<»t, 
(MiTy  out  tht'ir  iiMniti'.ii,  th<'  whoh-  mass  of  jx-oplo 
would  hc'sii'Lj"!  thriu  iiihl  j»uii  thiir  castlts  ahout 
thiirt-ars.  Sliorily  afterwards  they  estai>ed  secretly 
In'i.'  Oxford  aud  went  to  Winehestir.  Tliey  w«  re 
|»u;>uod  to  this  town  hy  Karl  Siinou  and  Ids  fellow- 
l>;uons,  ;  il  at  lenij^tli  the  wh(»le  crowd  of  foreign 
favourites  tied   in  terror  from    Ku'^land. 

There  was  now  universal  rejoieiu'i,'  amont,'  tht; 
l»e  »i'le.  rniiounded  thanksL,dvin,L,'  and  praises  were 
lie;>:ted  ui)on  Simon  de  Montfort,  wliom  the  [leoplo 
regarded  as  their  ehampion  and  hero.  His  fame  was 
recorded  in  popular  soul^'s,  and  he  was  helovod  hy 
every  Kni^dishman  wlio  had  ^'roaned  under  tlic 
injustice  and  tyranny  of  Kin<;  Henry. 

DISSENSIONS    AMONG    THH     5AR0NS. 

Tor  a  time  Simon  do  M<»ntfort  was  the  real  liead 
of  the  country.  The  kiniLT  was  ''ompletely  in  his 
p>wcr,  and  was  ohlii^ed  to  agree  to  all  his  demands. 
(Iradually,  however,  the  harons  hegan  to  disagree 
among  themselves.  Many  of  them  hegan  to  think 
that  the  king  liad  I»een  treated  too  liarsldy,  and  that, 
after  all,  he  was  tlu'ir  king  and  ought  to  do  pretty 
much  as  lie  liked,  \huiy  of  them  also  were  jealous 
of  the  power  and  popularity  of  Karl  Simon.  They 
hegan  to  fear  and  <lislike  him  for  liis  haughty  spirit 
and  hot  temper.  The  earl  w;i>  a  strong-willed 
dctcrniined  man,  .aid,  like  •  iost  -people  of  that 
character,  he  was  impatient  with  anyone  wlio  halked 
his  pur[)ose  hy  timidity  or  half-measui  ;s.     Now  that 
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Ii«'  li.i'l  ilir  kiii;j;  ill  lii-,  j.Mu.r  \\,'  d.  i.riniiii d  |.>  k)c|) 
I'i'i"    >'"     iiiiil    lie   (lid    iiMt    li. .^iialr    to  sIimw    his   muih 

I'M'     llir    ImImIis     uliu     lllull'^lit      llliil      llir     kill;,'     Mliulll 

!'<•    -is'ii     his    lil.eriy    ;i,s    liu    liad    jii« mi.s.d    lo    rr- 

l!"I,rrt    (Ir  (  'lar.',    i'.Avl   nf  (  il.,l)r.sl.T,  Was   tllU   U'.ulvV 

"!'  iIm;  Imioiis  ..|>j)ns.(l  lu  iln;   Kail  ol    Lriccsl.r.      Mall 

•'*^' II    si»>\i    caiiic    lo   Wolds    witli    him.     "  I    do   not 

tare,"  he  sai(k  "lo  hvr  aiiioii;_'-s|  imn  so  chaiii^taMc 
and  so  dcccitliik  We  liavo  iiiadr  a  ( I'liiinon  proiiiisc 
iiiid  taken  a  coninion  oath  to  cans'  out  these  matters 
ahoiii  wliich  we  are  talkiiiL''.  ^'oM,  my  lord  o| 
( iloiicester,  are  more  hoimd  to  these  wlioksomu 
statutes  as  heinn,'  eiiiiiK  nl   ahovc  ihe  rest." 

At  last  the  kiiiu-  and  his  son  Kdward  escaped 
troni  Karl  Simon's  hands,  and  the  kiii<(dom  was 
soon  |»liint,qjd  in  civil  war.  On  tlie  one  side  were  the 
rttyal  family  and  the  harons  wlio  were  jealous  of 
the  Karl  of  Leicester,  and  those  wli(»  considered  that 
the  kiiiL;-  oni^dit  n«»t  to  he  the  slave  of  jiis  people. 
On  the  other  side  were  Karl  Simon  and  his  followers, 
who  were  determined  that  the  kin,u'  should  keep  the 
promises  which  he  had  made  in  the  Provisions  of 
Oxford  tor  the  exclusion  of  foreii^n  favourites  and 
the  j^ood  tjoveinment  (»f  the  kint,'dom. 

The  loyai  army  cajttiu'ed  several  of  tlie  most 
important  towns  in  Kn-^land,  devastatin<,^  the  country 
in  its  progress.  We  are  told  hy  an  old  chronicler 
that  'three  comrades  accompanied  it — plunder,  tire, 
ami  slauirhter.  There  was  no  peace  in  the  land; 
ovcry'hip-  wa<  destroyed  by  sliiu-htcr,  iiru.  r.ipii.u, 
and  rohhery.  everywhere  was  elaniour  and  trembliii'r 
and  Woe. 
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Tui-    BAni.H   or    LLVVr.S. 

Af  las!  Karl  Siiiioji  ;iii<l  his  tcllow-hantns  canif 
{]{<■{•  \n  ta'f  with  tlif  r"}al  army  on  (1m;  tlown.s  nl 
LuWrs,  ill  Sussex.  \Vf  alV  l"»l(|  lliat  Kail  Siiimii's 
aniiv  was  iiisjiind  with  a  (Iffp  nlivfiuus  /cal.  'So 
miaiiiiii'»u.s  wen;  lUvy  in  llu-ir  hrothnly  I">vt'  that 
ihey  <li(l  ii"»L   tear   to  die  t')r  tlieir  country.' 

Ileforo  the  hattli",  thr  K«irl  <»r  Lfici-sltr  tlis- 
iiiountt'd  tVoMi  iiis  hor-;*.',  and  addrcs.scd  Id.s  soldiers 
in  thr  tollowiiiLT  words:  — 

"  iJuloved  conn-adts  and  tollowcrs,  we  an-  ahoiit 
to  enter  i4>on  iiatllu  to-day  in  hehall'  ol'  the  i,n.vern- 
meiit  of  the  kin,i,'<lonis.  Kel  us  pray  to  tlie  Kin<4 
of  all  that,  if  what  wo  now  und<  rtake  {(leases  llini, 
He  would  j,'rant  us  vi,L;our  and  help,  so  that  wc 
iiiav  do  a  pleasiiiLf  serviee,  and  overpower  the 
inali<'e  of  our  cneinie.s.  Sinee  we  are  His,  to  Him 
we  coninuiul  our  ixtdies  and  souls."  Then  all  the 
soldiers  fell  upon  the  ^'round  and  strelehed  out 
their  arms  in  the  form  of  a  <ross,  while  they 
prast'd,  sayinj^',  "(Iraiit  us,  O  Kor*!,  our  «!esire  of  a 
i^dorious  victory  to  the  h(»n(»ur  of  Thy  Name." 

The  rii^ht  win^'  of  Karl  Simons  army  was  com- 
manded hy  his  two  sous,  Henry  and  (Juy  de 
Mctntfort.  The  earl  himself  was  stationed  with 
the  reserve  hehiiid  the  ma'.n  army,  so  that  he 
could  watch  the  movenKiits  ol  the  whole  battle 
and  direct   the  operations  of  his  soldiers. 

The  tents  and  hau'i^MuT''  ''f  'ho  nohI<s  were 
pitched  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  at  a  little  dis- 
tance stood  a  litter  over  which  floated  Earl  Simon's 
hamier.  This  was  a  strutaj^'em  on  the  curl's  part,  lor 
he    hud    only     ju;5t    rtcovertd    from    an    accident, 
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.111(1  (liiiiiii,>-  liis  illiirss  lie  liiid  l.c'cn  carried  .ilioiit  in 

this  litter,  si»   tll;lt    when   tllO  Cllfliiv  cast    cvrs    llpitll    it 

tlK'V  wuiild  still  lirlicvf  tliat,  it   coiitaiiK'd  the  carl. 

I  1"'  I'atllc  l.c^aii  with  a  I'liriniis  cliiirLTc  from 
iViiic  Kdward,  wIik  attacked  the  i.ondoiR'rs  in 
i-iil  SjiiM.ii's  army.  It  is  said  that,  "like  a  hart 
dcsiriiiL;-  the  walerbrooks,  so  thirsted  he  |",,i-  the 
''l""d  ot'  the  hoiidoiiers.'  'J'he  fury  of  his  on- 
slaught l.r<.ke  the  ranks  of  the  Londoners,  and 
alter  a  slight  resistaiK'c  they  e'ave  way  and  fled. 
Prince  Kdward  i)in-siied  them  for  a  ,e;i-(.at  distance 
and  slew  o-rcat  numher.s.  I'jmn  his  retm-n,  he 
attacked  the  men  romid  Karl  Simon's  litter.  Jlis 
soMiers  sm-ioimdcd  it  with  triumph.  They  thouglit 
that    Karl   Simon   was   n*>\v  at    their   mercy. 

"  ( "(MM  ■  forth,"  they  shouted.  "  Simon,  tlion  devil  : 
Come   out   of  the  litter,   thou    worst    of  traitors:" 

Kilt,  as  We  know,  the  litter  did  not  contain 
''"'  ''J'l'l-  It  was  occupied  hy  four  traitors,  i)ound 
hand  and  foot,  who  had  tried  to  hetray  the  City 
"f  Kond..n  into  the  hands  of  the  Royalists.  It 
was  only  when  Prince  Kdwards  .soldiers  had 
ilesti'oycd  th<'  litter  and  its  heljtiess  occupants  that 
liny   found   tluy  had  heen  tricked. 

Prince  Edward,  hot  with  e.\erti(»n  and  ra^e,  now 
'•'•"irncd  to  the  hattlctield,  hut  it  was  too  late. 
Many  of  the  Poyalists  were  already  in  full  fli,L,dit. 
The  kin^s  In-other,  Richard,  had  heen  made  ]trisoner 
in  a  mill  where  he  had  taken  refui^e.  ;The  kin,-,' 
himself  was  wounded,  and  had  Hed  to  the  [)riory 
in  the  town  of  hewe.s.  The  remnants  of  the  armv 
had  taken  refii-'e  in  Lewes  Castle,  which  was  heim' 
holly  besieged  by  Earl  Simon's  army. 
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Prinf'O    Edward    iiian:i,u'«'d    to    reat  h    tlio    castle, 

11  lie  saw  that   rcsistaiK'c  was  lioju'lcss.     Tlic  dark- 

1    ss  of  iii'jflit,  was  closiiiij:  in  when   Karl  Siinoii  sml, 

|.ro|K)sa1s    tor    a    truce.      Tlicy    were    accepted    witli- 

out    delav,    anil    tlic    battle    linW    erased. 

THE     ENCiLISH     PARLIAMENT. 

Once  more  Kin^  Heiu'v  and  liis  son  Kdward 
were  in  the  jiower  of  tlie  l']arl  of  Leicester  and  tlie 
viciorious  harons.  Once  more  Karl  Simi»n  was  the 
real  head  and  tli(^  rnlitiL,'  spirit  of  the  country.  It 
is  to  he  coinited  to  liis  liotntur  that  he  did  not 
(l(>sire  tliis  power  for  his  personal  t^dory,  and  he 
used  it  otdy  to  protect  the  p(>ople  from  tyramiy 
and  injustice.  Indeed,  he  was  wise  enoiii,di  to  see 
tliat,  althou^di  it  was  necessary  nixler  tlie  circum- 
stances to  keep  canard  <»ver  the  kiuLT  .tnd  his  son, 
yet  it  was  a  very  disai.jreeahle  state  of  thiie.^'-s.  and 
ouu'ht  not  to  contimio  for  Unvj;.  Karl  Simon  was 
in  a  very  ditticult  position.  He  ktKnv  that  he  coidd 
not  always  keej)  the  kijin'  a  prisoner,  hut  he  knew 
also  that  directly  he  i^ave  him  his  lil.erty  he  would 
fall  into  all  his  old  faults,  and  woidd  waste  the 
pe()plc's  nioney  upon  forei^ni  favourites  in  the  same 
old  way. 

In  Henry's  tim(^  the  ii;ov(>rnm<'nt  of  tlie  roimtry 
was  carried  on  hy  the  kini,'  and  his  ministers  or 
public;  officers.  As  the  kintJ!'  n{)pointed  his  ministers 
himself,  it  was  only  natural  that  lie  should  t,Mv.' 
the  |Ljr\at  public  ottices  to  his  favourites,  and  we 
have  seen  that  Henry  chose  foreiL;-neis,  who  treate*! 
the  people  avro«.;antly  and  wastecl  their  hanl-earned 
money. 
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Tilt'  UiiiL;-  and  his  ministers  nndertook  tlie 
direction  of  tlio  army,  tlie  l.nildino-  of  eathedrals, 
clir'-ches,  fortitieations,  aiid  all  tlio  piihlio  works 
necessary  for  tlic  ])rosperity  and  safety  of  tlie 
kiii^'doin.  To  do  all  this  ;i  ^q-oit  deal  of  money, 
was  needed,  and  when  Xorman  kings  first  rnled 
over  Kngland  they  nsed  to  ask  for  as  nnich  money 
as  they  wanted.  At  fii'st  the  kings  were  strong 
enough  to  lorce  the  people  to  give  np  their  money 
whether  they  liked  it  or  not,  hut  hy  degrees  they 
learnt  that  they  could  not  always  get  what  thev 
wanted.  We  hav«^  read  how  Stephen  Langton  and 
the  har(»ns  forced  John  to  sign  Magna  Charta,  and 
in  this  he  promised  to  take  only  a  f<ilr  amount 
ot  money  from  the  harons  and  ])eoi)le  for  his  own 
expenses  or  to  use  on  puMic  works.  Hut  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  decide  what  is  faii;  and  Magna 
Charta  did  not  say  who  was  to  decide  the  (|Uestion. 
If  the  king  wer<'  strong,  Ik;  took  what  ho  cho.se,  and 
called  it  hiir,  and  if  he  were  weak  the  harons  and 
citizens  decided  what  was  a  /(di-  amount  to  give 
him.  We  have  .seen  that  Henry  III.  wanted  a 
great  deal  more  money  to  s|)end  upon  himself  an<l 
his  favourites  and  the  puhlic  expenses  than  the 
peojile  considevd  fair. 

I'^arl  Si'iion  was  anxious  to  find  a  nu^ins  l.y 
which  h('  might  give  the  king  his  liherty  and  at 
the  same  time  protect  the  peo|)Ie's  money.  At  last 
he  devised   a    plan. 

"  I^e(  the  king,'  h(^  said,  'W'all  together  the 
harons  and  the  citizens,  and  let  him  tell  them  how 
nnidi  money  it  is  that  he  wants,  and  what  he 
wants  it    for,   and    then    it   will    be  for   the   harons 
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nnd  tlic  |)(M)])lo  to  say  how  much  iiionoy  thoy  will 
<,nv(,  and  in  what  way  it  shall  1»(>  cDllcctctl.  If  tho 
kill,!,'  asks  what  is  ri^lit  and  just,  then  what  ho 
asks  will  1)0  ,«,nvc'U  to  him,  and  it  will  !>c  <;ivcu  all 
the  nioro  williui^dy  hccanso  those  who  have  to  pay 
it  will  know  for  what  purpose^  it  is  to  ho  used,  and 
will  have  j^'ivcn   it  of  their  own  IVco  will." 

To  carry  out  this  ])lan,  Ivirl  Simon  asked  the 
king  to  call  together  a  I'uHnimrnt  to  help  him  to 
govern  the  country.  As  the  king  was  still  coni- 
pletely  in  the  carl's  power,  he  could  not  refuse  his 
re([uest,  and  in  a  short  time  a  nund)er  of  th(^ 
principal  men  of  the  country  were  summoned  to 
form  the  Parliament. 

First  of  all  came  the  harons,  hut  only  twenty- 
three  of  them,  for  many  were  jealous  of  Karl 
Simon  or  afraid  of  oiVending  the  king.  Next  came 
on(>  lum(h-c<l  and  twenty  (churchmen,  and,  lastly, 
from  everv  county  a  c(M-tain  nund>er  of  memhers 
were  chosen,  called  '•  Knights  of  the  Shire,"  and  from 
every  large  town  a  'burgess." 

The  harons  and  churchmen  who  sat  in  this  first 
Parliament  represent  the  temporal  and  spiritual  Peers 
who  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  our  modern  i'arlia- 
me:it.  The  "Knights  of  the  Shire"  and  the-l.urgesses" 
represent  the  memhers  of  Parliament  who  sit  in 
our  House  of  ('(.mmojis.  Indeed,  even  at  the  present 
dav  th(>  Mond>crs  of  Parliament  who  are  chosen 
hy  the  counties  are  sometimes  called  •  Knights  of 
the  Shire,"  and  those  who  are  elected  hy  the  towns 
are  called  "  Porough  Memhers,"  which  is  a  similar 
expression  to  "  hurgess." 


Karl    Simon    did    not    invent    an    en 
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S'lieiiio    wlieu    lio    asked    the    1 
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•••MS  and  clei-iry   (.,  a  "(Iroat  Couneil 


ten    sniiiiiioneci 
to  advise 


u'  to  -oveni  tli(>  eounfry.     Four  times  l.cf 


ore 
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|>'d,>ed.  "  Kn.^l.ts  ol  the  Sl.ire  '  had  been  snnnnon.d 
•>    ti'o     (ireat    Conncii,        Never    hc-fore.    however 
"="      »lic    fuwns-     sent      nie.uhers     to    the    Co.nieil' 
Hnd    jor    this   reason    SImkui    ch'    M„nt(ort    has    tlie 
';•'"•'"•  •;»   l»avin,^-  fnnned   the  first  real    Parliament 
II."  was  the  first  to  see  that  all  (.lasses  in  the  conntrv 
N.ust   he  represented  in  order  to    n.ake   a  con.plete 
larl.an.ent.     He  was  the  first  to  see  that  the  towns 
win.-h    eontanied    the    most    important    and    wisest 
citizens    <,r    K„..land,   sho,d<l    have   a   share   in    the 
^'ovcrnm,>nt  of  the  e.untry.     Many  centuries  had  to 
P"'ss  l.ef.,re   Parliament    ohtained    the    inHi.enee   an.l 
l-H-.M-   uln<-h   it   now   possesses,  l.iit  it  was  Simon  de 
31ontfort    who   .t^ave  it  its  life   and    wlio    reeo.r„isod 
•ts  nnportanee.      For  this  ,u.,eat  service  to  his  <-o,mtrv 
Jio  IS  deservintr  of  all  praise  and   honour. 

The  first  Fno-lish  Parliament  lasted  fr<Mn  January 

>»th    to    the    mi<ldle    of   March    of    the    vear    ]•>,;.-, 

•"ace   was  .>nee    more  established  in   thJ  land,  and 

0    km,--   promised    to    rule   arcordino-    to    the    old 

^',^lish    liberties   and    ri-hts    lai<l    dou„    in    Ala-ma 

<^  liiirla  and   elsewhere.  '^ 

EARL    SIMON'S    ENEMIES. 

For  a  time  all  went  well,  but  by  dei^recs  the  old 
joufousj  a-amst  Simon  de  Montfort  broke  out  once 
inore  anion-  the  bar<M.s.     They  accused  him  of  cr,asp- 
in.^'  at  power  for  his  own  ambition  and  advancement 
ii^verythin-  that  he  did,  everything  that  he  said,  was 
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criticised  with  a  bitter  spirit  of  envy  and  luitrcd. 
Complaints  were  made  against  his  sons,  who,  by  this 
time,  had  readied  man's  estate.  Unfortunately  foi 
himself.  Earl  Simon  was  not  a  man  to  keep  a  friend 
or  to  win  over  an  enemy  by  soft  words.  He  hated 
hypocrisy  and  loved  plain-speaking'.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  denounce  his  enemies  in  scornful  terms, 
and  his  temper  was  always  ready  to  blaze  out  at 
any  insult  or  ill-doing. 

Earl  Simon's  old  enemy,  Richard,  Earl  of 
(Jlouccster,  was  now  dead,  but  his  young  son 
(Jilbert,  who  had  at  first  been  friendly  to  the  earl's 
cause,  deserted  him  and  became  his  open  enemy. 
He  was  soon  joined  by  a  number  of  other  barons, 
who  were  all  eager  to  wreak  their  spite  against  the 
man  who  had  defended  them  against  the  king's 
tyranny. 

Trince  Edward  escaped  from  the  guardianship  of 
Earl  Simon,  and  joined  the  Earl  of  (Jlouccster  and 
his  barons.  Civil  war  on  c  more  broke  out,  and 
soon  the  brave  ol<l  Earl  of  Eei'cster  saw  himself 
deserted,  one  by  one,  by  a  large  numUr  of  his 
former  adherents. 

On  June  2.Sth,  12G5,  he  sunnnoned  his  younger 
son  Simon  to  his  aid.  Young  Simon  de  M(»ntfort 
was  in  the  west  of  England  with  a  <mall  force  of 
soldiers,  with  whom  he  was  guarding  the  peace  in 
the  ct)uniies  of  Dorset,  Devonshire,  and  Somerset. 
When  he  received  his  father's  message,  he  proceeded 
in  a  very  leisiu'cly  way  to  obey  the  sununons.  At 
Kenihvorth  he  stopped  for  a  while,  neglecting  to 
place  l-.is  soldiers  within  the  walls  of  the  (astle  to 
iTuard  asxainst  a  sudden  attack  from  ihe  enemy.     A 
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woiiiiin  spy  (•arri«Ml  the  nows  of  liis  carelessness  to 
til*'  Hoyalist  forces  rominaiKlt'd  liy  Prince  Edward, 
and  tliesc  suddmly  surr(»Mn<lcd  Kcnilwortli  and 
attacked  yoiuii,'  de  Mont  forts  torco.  They  were 
taken  »(»iiij)l«'tt'|y  hy  ,sur[)risc.  most  of  them  were 
killed,  but  yoini;^'  Simon  nianat^ed  to  escape  from 
his  enciiiit's,  and  took  refiiffc  in  the  castle.  Prince 
Kdward  did  not  stay  to  attack  the  castle,  but 
marched  rapidly  towards  Ka-1  Svwon,  hoping  to 
take  him  by  stu'prisc. 

THE     BATTLE    OF     EVESHAM. 

The  earl  was  stationed  at  Evesham.  He  was 
anxiously  awaitin.uf  the  ai)proach  of  his  son,  for  ho 
had  not  hoard  of  his  disaster.  The  king  was  still 
in  the  earl's  power,  and  Simon  was  su[)p()rted  by 
a  small  army  of  barons  and  their  retainers  who 
remained  faithful  to  his  cause. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  August  4th,  the 
king  heard  mass  in  the  abbey,  and  then  breakfasted, 
but  the  earl  would  take  nothing.  As  soon  as  the 
king  had  tinished  breakfast,  the  earl  and  his  troops 
pre[>ared  to  mount  their  h()r.scs  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Kenilwortii.  At  this  moment,  however,  some 
scouts  ran  in  to  .say  that  an  armed  troop  was 
approaching. 

At  this  message  (he  earl  .-ried  out  joyfully,  "  It 
is  my  son."  Then,  to  make  siu'e,  he  added,  "Go 
up  and  look,  and  bring  me  word  again."  His 
barber,  Nich<»las,  was  gifted  with  long  sight  and 
had  a  knowledge  of  heraldry,  and  the  earl  mounted 
with  this  man  to  the  bell-tower  of  the  abbey.  At 
tirst    Nicholas   distinguished    the   banners   of  young 
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Simon    <lr    Monlfort    tiiittt'nii<,'   in    the    Itrcezc.   bnt, 

he   saw    that    they    were  carried 


the   next    moment 


I    tliat    hchinfl    them 


ill  tht'  hands  of  enemies,  atu 
tlnated  the  royal  standards.  Wlien  Karl  Simcn 
liL'ard  the  words  of  his  barhcr,  he  knew  that  his 
late  was  sealed.  He  looked  out  of  the  bell-tower, 
and  saw  the  gleamin<,'  arms  of  his  enemies  approaeh- 
i.i<(  the  town.  IJehind  him  lay  the  river  Avon, 
spanned  by  a  bridge,  which  was  the  only 


means  o 


escape 


Even 


this  last   chance   was   barred,  for   as 


he  looked  he  saw  a  troop  of  horsemen  dashing  from 
the  opposite  direction  to  guard  the  bridge.     To  the 
right   Earl  Simon's  eyes  followed  the  course  of  the 
Avon    and    looked    towards    Kcnilworth,    wlicn^    Im; 
had  spent  the  most  peaceful  years  of  his  life  wuh 
his    wife   and    children.       Down    below    the    gold<'n 
corn   was    ripening    in  the  sun,  and   the  little  town 
of  Evesham   was  surro\m(led  by   fair  gardens.     This 
p..aeeful    scene    was    soon    to    be    disturbed    by    th<« 
horrid    sounds   of   war,    and    the    blooming    tl^nvers 
would    soon    be    stained  with  blood.       Earl    Simon 
turn<>d  away  tViMu  the  bell  tower  with  a  sigh.     "May 
the    Eor<l   iiave  mercy   on  t>ur  souls,"  \u'  said,  "for 
oui    bodies  are  undone." 

Their  forces  were  outnun\bered  by  three  to  one, 
and  it  was  useless  to  hoi)e  for  victory.  The  caiTs 
friends  tried  to  persuade  him  to  tly,  but  he  diMlaiued 
to  do  so.  In  his  turn,  he  urged  his  sons  and 
('(Hurades  to  save  themselves,  bm  one  and  all  they 
vefuso.1  to  desert  him,  saying  that  they  desired  not 
to  live   if  their  leader  died. 

"  Come  then,"  he  sitid,  "  and  let  us  die  like  men,  for 
we  have  fasted  here,  and  wc  shall  break  fast  in  heaveii." 
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When  li."  SMW  IViixT  Kdwanl's  Imops  jidvaiK-ini,' 
witli  |).Tf.vt  (IiMi|.IiiM",  tlir  iliMii'^lit  (.(■  his  iipproacli- 
iii.L,'  (I.Mth  dill  iKit  (Ii.vk  ii  l.iirsl  ofadiiiii-ati.iii.  und 
Ih'  was  pr.Mid  t.*  think  iliat  th<y  liad  learnt  their 
kiinwIcduT  (,r  uarlare  fVoin  liiniself.  "  Hy  tlu;  arm 
of  St.  .lames,'  lie  cried,  "thiy  eoino  on  well;  they 
I'anit  that,  not  iVom   thciiiselvos,  hut    from   uu\" 

The  hattle  l.eM-an  with  a  turioiis  onshuiLfht  th}\i\ 
I'rinec  Kdwanis  troops.  It  sr.on  developed  into  a 
niassaere,  and  the  flower  .irardens  ran  rod  witli  tlic 
hloo.l  ,,f  the  earl's  followers.  Karl  Simon's  horso 
was  killed  nnder  him,  and  then  he  learnt  tliat  iiis 
eldest  s(.n  Henry  was  (h-ad.  When  ho  heard  llio 
news,  h,^  cried,  '•  [s  it  so  ^  Then,  indeed,  it  is  time 
forme  to  die."  With  these  words  li(>  rushed  np,,n 
his  enemy  with  increased  fury,  and  laid  ahont  In'm 
witli  Ids  sword  with  such  foarfid  force  that  a 
witness  of  the  fi,-ht  stated  that  if  tliero  liad  hoen 
biit  si.x  more  like  liiniself  the  tide  of  battle  would 
have  l.ern  tu.iied.  At  len,<rth  a  soldier  lifted  up 
tlie  earl'.s  coat  of  mail  and  struck  him  in  the  hack. 
With  tin;  W(.rds  "Dieu  morei  ."'  upon  his  lips,  the 
old   warrior  fell   and  died. 

For  two  hours  lon<rer  the  battle  raL^ed,  until 
Ivirl  Simon's  followers  were  strewn  roimd  their 
leader  in  dead  and  dyin-,^  heaps.  Thus  the  battle 
ended,  and  the  Uoyalisis  were  triumphant.  Even 
now  they  would  not  leave  Karl  Simon  in  lh(>  pea(x' 
of  death,  but  they  treated  his  body  with  horrid 
brutality. 

Nevertheless. alt houjrh  the  Koyalists  eould  destroy 
Karl  Sii.K.n's  l»ody.  they  eonld  luA  destroy  the  love 
which  lived   in  the    hearts   of   tho   Kndi.sh    citizens 


SIMON     DE    MONTFOUT. 


85 


for     tlifir    bmvo     ) 


vn 


(toctor.      Tljoy    chorislicd     lii? 


inrtiiory  as  a  martyr  aiu 


I  saint,  and  tlicre  arc  .|Uaint 


<i(l    soni 


iva 


-•s    wliidi    still    snrvivf 


idid    show    liow    tlu! 


led   him  as   lln-ir   champion  an 


1  her 


(>. 


In    pi 


t,.  life    Simon  dc   Mont  fort    was    an  ex- 


am 


pie  to  all  Kn;4lishmen 


1i 


e  was  a  n' 


1   hnshand, 


a    ioviM.u  iaii.er,  .   taithf.d   fricn.l,   and  in  all   thing's 
the  model  of  a  Christian  gentleman. 

The  '-ood  work  which  ho  did  dnrinu'  his  h\o 
lived  a  ft  .This  death.  The  prince  who  had  dcf.'ated 
him  at  the  hattle  ..f  Kvesham  h  irni,  m  alter  hte, 
,o  admire  the  n..hle  .p.alilies  of  his  old  enemy 
When  he  hecanie  Kdward  1.,  he  followed  his  goo.l 
example  in  many  ways,  and  ospe.-ially  m  -overnm- 
the  kingdom  witl'i  the  advice  and  consent  ot  a  Cjreat 
(■..uncifsimilar  to  that  First  rarliameiil  tormed  hy 
Simon  de  Montfort. 
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SIR    FRANCIS    DRAKE 

A.ND 

THE    NEW    WORLD. 

Ix  the  '!,'■( >l(len  days"  of(^)iieeii  Elizabeth  the  county 
of  Devon  was  the  hiithplaec  of  sonic  of  the  inost 
fanions  heroes  in  Kiiij^hsh  liistory.  John  Hawkins, 
tlie  ])atriarch  of  Kn,<jflish  seamen:  Martin  Frobisher 
and  ITuninhroy  (iilbert,  tlie  first  Englishmen  who 
sailed  far  into  the  Arcti(t  rei^ions  ;  Walter  l\alei,i,di, 
<^)ueen  Elizabeth's  brilliant  eonrtier;  Hichard  (iren- 
ville,  the  hero  of  the  I'ood  sliip  Ren'mjc,  which  kept 
at  bay  fifty  Spanish  men-of-war  all  these,  and  many 
other  brave  Englishmen,  were  born  and  bred  on  the 
rng^ed  coast  of  Devon. 

In  the  year  1540  another  <,'rcat  Englishman  was 
born  in  this  same  connty  of  Devon.  This  was 
Francis  Drake,  who  was  destined  to  sm-pass  the  fame 
of  his  Devonshire  comrades  and  to  carry  the  English 
flag  into  seas  which  no  English  ship  had  ever  sailed 
before. 

At  an  early  age  liis  parents  removed  from  liis 
birthplace  at  Tavistock,  to  Chatham,  Avhere  his  father 
had  been  appointed  a  naval  chaplain.  It  was  here,  in 
the  bnsy  (hickyard  which  resounded  day  after  day 
witli  the  building  of  .ships  and  the  loading  and  un- 
loading of  merchant  vessels,  that  Francis  Drake 
learnt  to  love  ships  and  shipi)ing  and  to  long  for  a 
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life  of  iid  vent  lire.  As  he  played  about  the  dockyards 
and  watched  the  bronzed  sailors  C(»ilin<jf  their  ropes 
or  repaintin.t,'  their  vessels,  ho  heard  many  a  stran.i,'o 
story  of  foreign  lands  which  made  his  heart  beat  with 
exciteinent.  in  those  days  of  King  Jlenry  VIII.  and 
Queen  F:iizal)eth,  the  world  was  very  diHerent  from 
these  times,  when  railways  cross  every  C(jntiiient 
and  floating  palaces  steam  rapidly  over  tlie  oceans 
from  one  half  of  the  globe  to  the  other.  Nowadays 
every  schoolbf.y  knows  the  shape  of  the  world,  and,  if 
ho  has  a  map  before  him,  he  can  readily  point  out 
America  and  Australia  and  tell  a  good  deal  about 
them. 

"THE    NEW    WORLD." 

AVhen  Francis  Drake  was  a  boy  playing  about 
Chatham  1  )ockyard,  things  were  very  ditl'erent.  A  large 
part  of  the  world  was,  as  it  were,  hidden  by  a  cloud, 
with  only  licre  and  there  a  glimpse  of  liglit  breaking 
through  the  darkness.  The  great  continent  ol 
Australia  liad  never  been  seen  by  Em-opeans,  only 
the  northern  parts  of  Africa  were  known,  and  no 
Knglish  vessel  liad  ever  entered  the  l'aciH(i  Oceaa 
A  century  had  not  yet  pas.sed  since  Christopher 
Columbus  had  sailed  from  Si)ain  across  the  Atlantic 
and  discovered  that  a  great  country  existed— a  "  New 
World,"  as  he  called  it— which  until  then  had  been 
utterly  unknown  to  Europeans. 

Soon  after  this  great  discovery  other  vessels 
followed  in  the  track  of  Columlnjs  across  the  western 
sea,  and  the  "  New  World,"  or  America,  as  it  is  now 
called,  was  gradually  explored. 

It  is  to  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  that  the 
honour  of  these  first  discoveries  is  due.     Two  daring 
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Is,  rizaiTo  iuid  Cortes,  explored  Mexico 


and 


Spanum 

Peru,  iuid  brou-^dit   back  to  Spain  specimens  ot  tlie 
gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  with  which  the  sod 
was  richly  stocked.   These  riches  intlanied  the  cupidity 
of  the  S[)anish  nation.     Hundreds  of  daring  Spaniards 
sailed  across  the  Atlantic  to  obtain  some  of  the  wealth 
in  the  gold  and   silver  mines  of  Mexico,  IJrazil,  and 
Peru,  or  to  bring   back  spices  and  pearls    from   the 
Wi'st    India    Islands.     The    Spaniards    soon    foundrd 
thriving  colonies,  and  their  c(.urageand  daring  gradu- 
ally budt  up  a  Spanish  Empire  in  the  "  New  World," 
so   thai  the   King  of  Spain   became  the  ri«-hesl   and 
most  powerful  sovereign  in   Kurope.     The  Spaniards, 
however,  always  took   care  not  to   tell   the  secret   of 
the  world's  geography  to  othrr  nations.     They  were 
anxious  to  prevent    sailors   of  other    countries    from 
following    the    Spanish    vessels   a(;ross    the    Atlantir, 
lest  they  should  seize  some  of  the  riches  which  Spam 
was  greedy  to  keep  entirely  to  herself. 

Shortly,   however,   before    the    birth    of    Framns 
Drake,  Englishmen  began  to  ask  one  another  what 
right  had  Spain  to  claim   the  known  and  unknown 
cinmtrics  which  lay  beyiMid  the  Atlantic.     ^Iarvell«-.us 
stories  reached  their  ears  of  the  vast  wealth  which 
tiie  Spaniards    were   bringing  back    from    then-  new 
colonies.     English  ships  began  to  venture  across  the 
ocean  to  find  out  a  means  of  obtaining  a  share  ot 
these  riches.    In  those  days  shii)s  were  small— most  ot 
them,  indeed,  no  larger  than  a  gentleman's  yacht  ()f 
the  present  day— and  many  dangers  and  difficulties 
had   to   be   overcome   before   they   could   reach    the 
"  New  World."    But  English  sailors  did  not  lack  for 
courage,    and    now    and    again    an    English    vessel 
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|)l()iiL,Mie(l  its  way  across  the  Atlantic  and  returned, 
laden  with  spices  bought  from  Spanish  inercliants, 
while  the  sailors  were  full  yf  the  wonders  which 
they  had  seen  and  heard, 

These  stories,  as  they  passed  from  month  to 
month,  became  exaiffi^erated  in  the  tellinj,'.  Francis 
Drake,  listenin<(  to  the  yarns  of  the  weather-heaten 
sailors  at  Chatham,  heard  many  a  story  as  marvellous 
as  that  of  Othello  in  Shakespeare's  play,  v.hen  ho 
discoursed  : 

"Of  iiioviiiLf  lU'cidents  l»y  Hood  aiifl  field  ; 
Of  liair-lireadtli  'scapos  i"  the  iiiiiiiiiiuiit  tle.idly  breach  ; 
Of  boiii^'  taken  by  the  iii.soleiit  io^, 

And  sold  to  slavery 

And  of  the  Oannibiils  that  each  other  eat, 
Tiie  Anthrojtophagi,  and  nu'ii  wlio.se  heads 
Do  grow  V)eneatli  their  .shoulders." 

It  was  not  long  before  Englishmen  began  to  envy 
tlu'  wealth  of  Spain,  and  were  eager  to  share  it  witli 
her.  This  envy  gradually  changed  into  a  fierce 
hatred.  At  this  time  a  deadly  struggle  was  pro- 
ceeding throughout  Europe  between  Catholics  and 
Pnjtestants.  The  Spaniards  had  retained  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith,  wliile  the  English  had  become  Pro- 
testants. Unfortunately  both  parties  forgot  those 
Christian  comujands  which  order  us  to  love  one 
another,  to  forgive  our  enemies,  and  to  live  in  peace 
and  charity.  A  terrible  religious  war  took  ])lace  which 
bathed  Christiaji  countries  in  blood,  (Ireat  crimes 
were  connnitted  on  both  sides.  Protestants  were 
burnt,  tortured,  and  murdered  by  Catliolics.  and.  in 
return.  Catholics  were  tortured  and  killed  by  Pro- 
testants.   Spain  was  the  most  powerful  country  which 
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still  W\i\  \\w  Catholic  fiiith.aii.l  it  was  ih.'ivfoiv  i.atcd 
,„orc  tieivclv  than  any  other  by  Protestant  nations. 
Ontwardlv,  Kn-lan.l  was  at  p.-ae."  with  Span,  but 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Kn-lish  i)coph-  a  hatrr.l  was 
.M-ad.iallv  growing  up  a-ainst  thr  name  ot  Spaniard 
which  t"hreatcne.l  to  hivak  out   into  open  warlave. 

Every  year  vessels  canic  into  rhathain  bnn.^ing 
stories  of  knulish  sailors  sci/ed  in  Spanish  ports  cast 
into  Spanish  dun-cons,  or  hnrnl  in  the  niarkel-placi's 
Then  eanie  other  vessels,  and  Knolish  sailors  rnhhe. 
,h,.i,  hands  with  glee  when  they  told  how  they  ha. 
rol.hed    Spanish    vessels    of   rich    stores  ot    gol.l   and 
pivrious  stones  and   east   the    Spanish    sailors    over- 
board, sewn  up  in  the  sails  of  th.nr  own  ships. 

Tliese  were  the  stories  which  Hllc<l  th.^  ears  ot 
voiuv  Francis  Drake  as  he  wat.-hed  the  vessels  ni 
Chatham  in.ckyard.  There  can  be  no  surprise  that 
two  resolutions  should  have  taken  root  in  his  heart: 
tirst  a  resolve  to  sail  out  into  the  west  to  dise.>vcr 
new'  lands  and  bring  back  ri.-hes,  and,  secondly,  a 
tierce  and  bitter  hatred  of  Spain,  with  a  deternun- 
ation  to  revenge  the  cruelties  which  Spaniards  were 
practising  upon  Englishmen. 

DRAKE'S    EARLY    DAYS. 

Francis  Drake  soon  learnt  something  about  foreign 
lands.  At  an  early  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
skiin)or  of  a  small  merchant  vessel  which  traded 
between  France  and  Holland.  On  this  stout  httle 
ship  Drake  learnt  to  brave  the  dangers  ot  th.>  sea 
and  the  ron^h  winds  which  blew  down  the  C  hannel 
hardened  his  body  and  spirit  into  sturdy  maiili,>od. 
His  courage  and  honesty,  the  brightness  ot  his  bluo 
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oyrs,  \\u'  tViUiknoss  of  his  nuldy,  liandsonie  faco,  won 
liim  the  lovr  ot' his  skipjx'i',  and  \vh<n  th»'  oM  trlluw 
(lied  lie  Itt't  lli->  Vessel  to  tlu'  1  )eVoilsllire  lad  wjio  had 
Iteeii  his  t'ailhtid  lieiiti'iiant.  hrake  was  iiow  his 
i»w  1  inastei',  and  he  detei'niined  to  earry  <iut  thu 
lio[)(,s  of  his  boylujod.     The   Kin^'  of  Spain  had  for- 


tlTlZKXS    IN    THK    DAYri   01'   DUAKK. 

bidden  his  subjects  in  the  West  Indies  to  carry  on 
trade  with  foreigners;  but  Hrake  snapped  his  tini^ers 
at  Kiuijf  Philip,  and  resolved  to  set  this  connnand 
at  iianujht. 

One  tine  day  he  sailed  out  of  Plymouth  harbour 
into  th(^  Western  ()c<>an.  For  th(>  first  time  he  now 
set  eyes  on  the  "  New  World,"  and  althouj^di  he  saw 
none   of  the   fabled    monsters  which  had   filled   his 
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boyish  iina^niiiiticn,  lie  ><<    s:iw  moii^li   winders  to 
iiKikr  h\w  viv^i'V  tor  iiior.'.     For  soinr  time  Ik-  tnulfd 
Willi  the  SpHniimls.     They  (luii-tly  i,<rn..rc(l  tlic  coi,.- 
miiiul  ..f  tli.ir  kill-    and   wcfo  (luitc  wiliiti,i;  to  s.-ll 
their  «4«M.(ls  to  anyniic  wIk.  had  inoiiry  to  buy  thrin. 
One  day,  however,  Francis   1  >rake   I'ound   hiniseh'  in 
an  awkward  corner.     He  was  surn.unded  by  Spanish 
nieii-of-war  who  had  been  sent   out   si)e<ially  to  stop 
his  tratlic  with  the  colonists,  and,  in  order  to  escape 
with  his  life  and  liberty,  Master  Drake  was  obliged 
to   jrive    up   his   caru-o.      The   hot-tempered    Devon- 
shii">   seaman    returned   to  Knj;land    uttering   many 
vows    of  vengeance    against    Spain  which  he  never 

forgot 

(,)U(  en  Elizabeth  was  now  on  the  throne  of  Kng- 
land.  This  great  (pieen  was  fortunate  enough  to  bo 
surround(Ml  by  wise  counsellors  and  brave  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  were  eager  to  make  J'higland  the 
most  prosperous  and  the  most  powerful  nation  in 
th(>  world.  They  saw  well  enough  that  S])ain  was 
rapidly  becoming  so  great  and  wealthy  that  miless 
her  i)ro<n-ess  were  checked  she  would  becom(>  the 
mistress^  of  the  world,  (^leen  "Bess"  and  her 
counsellors  looked  about  for  a  plan  to  arrest  the 
power  of  Spain,  and   for  men  who  would  carry  out 

the  plan.  .       i    r      i 

In  those  days  the  English  navy  consisted  ot  only 
a  few  royal  ships.  In  time  of  war  these  ships  were 
supported  by  armed  merchant  vessels,  and,  m  peace, 
it  was  by  no  means  rare  for  the  queen  to  em])loy 
the  rovaf  ships  in  conunercial  enterprises.  It  some- 
times iiai^pened  that  when  these  armed  vessels  lound 
themselves   alongside   a   foreign   vessel   loaded   with 
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storc-^,  tluy  did  not  iKsitalc  to  ]>ro(l;iiin  tlic  law  oi 
inKflil  as  at4iiiiisl  riij/if,  and  liny  Inok  \>y  toicc  tlir 
viiV'^n  <»l  ilirir  l'(ircii;'ii  nrinldimir.  In  fiinc  of  Nvar  tliis 
practice  was  upcidy  ciicuiiragcd  Ity  the  sovcrcij^iis  ot 
tli(!  coiiflictiiii,'  coiiiilries,  but  it  was  supposed  to  be 
forbidden  in  time'  of  peace. 

(i>ueen  Kli/abeth  did  not  wish  to  go  to  war  openly 
witli  Spain,  but  slie  did  not  look  with  displeasure 
upon  any  Knglish  seaman  who  niight  be  bold  enough 
to  capture  a  Spanish  treasure  ship.  If  King  Philip 
of  Spain  sent  Ikt  angry  remonstrances  against  the 
bold  deeds  of  her  seamen,  she  replied  that  they  were 
done  without  her  knowledge  and  consent,  and  that 
she  was  "very  sorry."  The  crafty  (iueeii  knew  that 
Spain  desir"<l  ))eace  rather  than  war,  and  she  secretly 
encouraged  her  seamen  to  lay  hands  on  S[)inish 
merc^hant  vessels. 

(^)ueen  "  P>  -s"  soon  came  to  hear  that  a  young 
Devonshire  sailor,  named  Francis  Drake,  was  a  man 
of  wonderful  courage  and  daring,  who  was  eager  to 
sail  out  to  tli<'  West  Indies  to  revenge  himself  upon 
the  Spaniards.  There  were  many  people;  who  wero 
ready  to  put  their  trust  in  Francis  Drake,  and  they 
supplied  him  with  money  in  order  that  he  might 
ci[uij)  an  expedition  against  the  Spaniards.  The 
Spaniards  complained  afterwards  that  the  queen  her- 
self had  given  l)rake  money  for  this  purpose. 
Whether  this  be  true  or  noi  is  uncertain,  but  it  is 
a  fact  that  when  Drake  sailed  out  of  Plymouth  Sound 
on  Whitsunday  eve,  ir)72,  he  was  in  command  of 
two  little  vessels  fitted  out  in  everv  wav  like  her 
Majesty's  own  men-of  war.  Francis  Drake  himself 
was  on  board  the  Paxha^ixw^  his  brother  John  was 


SIR     FRANTIS     PHAKE. 


95 


in  coiunmnd  of  tlic  S>r„,).  Tho  (T.'ws  of  Loth  sliips 
tocr.-thcr  numborfd  Init  scvnU y-tlinv  iii«-n  und 
boys,  and  anionu^t  tht'so  only  oin-  Iwid  rcurlird  llu; 
a,i(i-  of  thirty.  With  tliis  tiny  foive  at  his  coininaiid, 
J)rake  resolved  lo  carry  out  a  |>lan  so  darini,'  tlial 
it  seemed  n»ore  hlvo  an  adventure  of  niu;  of  King 
Artluir's  knights  than  the  work  of  an  Knglisli  seaman. 
This  |)hui  was  notljing  k'ss  than  to  sei/.e  tlie  Spani.sh 
port  of  Xombre  di  Dios  in  S(»uth  America,  and  to 
empty  into  the  holds  of  his  own  ve.ssels  some  of  the 
wealth  stored  up  in  the  treasure-hou.se  of  the  world. 

IN    THE    GOLDEN     WEST. 

Ont   into   the  west    sailed  tlie  two  little  vessels, 
and   after    many  days  they  an<-hored  in   a  secluded 
bay  on  the  coast   of  South    America.     Here    Drake 
intended  to  fit  up  three  light  boats  which  he  had 
brought   in   pieces   from    Plymouth.      Very    soon    a 
clearTng  was  made  in  the  luxuriant  vegetati(.n  which 
grew  to  the   very   edge   of  the   sea-shore,  and  hero 
the  carpenters  got  busily  to  work  upon  tlie   boats. 
They  were  interrupted  by  seeing  throe  ves.sels  sailing 
towards  the  little  harbour.     Instantly  the  alarm  was 
given.     Drake  ordered   his  comrades   to  arm  them- 
selves, for  he  knew  that  if  the  ve.ssels  were  Spanish 
ho   and   his   seamen   would   soon   have   to  tight  for 
their   lives.      Fortunately   it    turned    out    to   be    an 
English     vessel      commanded     by     Captain     James 
Kause,    with    two    S])anish     ships    which     he    had 
captured.      When  the  newcomers  learnt  the   object 
of  Drake's  expedition,  they  eagerly  requested  to  join 
him,  and  an  agreement  was  thereupon  written  down 
and  signed  by  the  two  commanders. 
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III   a    Week    the  I  luce  |timiii'''s   were  ready,  and 
tlic    lillir    tlt'ct    siiilcd    out     <>(■    the    ItaX'.      'I'licv    cri'pl 

•  (^  I 

iilniii^'  the  coast  to  tlir  IstliiilMs  of  Paiiaiiia  until, 
al'lrr  live  days,  tiny  ita<li('d  a  uron[)  of  islands 
wliicli  they  knew  l>y  tin'  name  of  Prisoners'  Islan<ls. 
Here  they  landed,  and  l)rake  enconrai^ed  Ids  men 
by  a  elieerinLT  speech.  Then  ho  pi(;ke(l  out  tifly- 
three  of  the  bravest  and  most  trustworthy  fellows, an<l, 
leavint,'  the  vessels  in  ehar;^^)  of  Captain  Hans*',  ho 
put  his  men  into  four  boats  and  rowed  swiftly 
towards  the  bay  of  Nonibro  di   Dios. 

At  midnis^lit  they  reached  the  entrance  to  tlie 
bay.  All  niyht  loniL,'  tliey  rested  on  their  oars, 
waitiuL!:  ^^it'^i  beatin,^'  hearts  for  the  ap])roac]i  of 
dawn.  IJefore  them  lay,  in  deathlike  silence,  the 
town  of  Nombre  di  Dios,  where  vast  (piantities  of 
u^oid,  silver  and  precious  stomas  were  stored  up  in 
the  Sjxmish  treasuro-honses.  Not  a  lijLjIit  was  to 
be  soon.  Not  a  roof  or  spire  appeared  tliroui^di 
the  darkness,  but  Drake  and  his  conwades  knew 
that  Spanish  cjuns  were  facinij  tliem,  ready  to  blow 
them  out  of  tlie  water  at  the  first  alarm.  Presently 
the  sky  was  streaked  with  silver  linht.  The  m<ton 
was  breaking,'  through  a  cloud,  but  Drake  declared 
it  to  be  the  approach  of  dawn.  He  ordered  his 
men  to  row  towards  the  town,  but,  at  the  same 
moment,  they  perceived  the  dark  shadow  of  a  boat 
loavt!  the  side  of  a  ship  in  the  liarbour  and  dart 
towards  the  town.  With  a  shout  he  urged  his  men 
forward,  and  the  boats  dashed  througli  the  water 
after  the  Spaniards.  The  laitor  saw  that  they  were 
being  overtaken,  and,  turning  tlie  prow  of  their 
boat,  they  fled  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay. 


ii 


'  i 


Sll!     Klt.\N<'IS      ItllAKi:. 


Now  Drake  nii.l  his  inni  ran  tlnir  Lnat  al.iiiuM<l«' 
tl,r(iiiav,:in(hunil.lc(ltlu-Si.anisli^Miiisiiit..  ll..'  smimI. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  whole  t..\vn  had  taken  alarm. 
At  lirst,  the-  shouts  of  men.  an<l  women's  .slu-ieks. 
Inct  their  ears.  Tl>en  tlie  roll  of  a  <lrum  thundered 
,,nt  with  a  e..ntinuoi..s  din,  oallin-;  the  eiti/ens  to 
arms,  and  finally  the  chunli  hell  swun-  haekwairds 
and    forwards,  i)ealin,y;  ahove  the  tumidt. 

Drake     dashed    into    th(>    centre    ..f    tho    tow.i, 
followed  hv   his  men.     Here  tlxy   were  received  by 
a    volley    of    musketry    from    a     h<.dy     of    Spanish 
soldi.Ts!      Drake's    trumpeter   fell    dead,  and    several 
,,f  his   men  were   ba<lly   wounch-d,  hut    they  dash.-d 
upon  the  Spaniards  witli  sword  and  pike  and  hearty 
Kurdish    slmuts.       The     Spanianls     were     bewildered 
in  "the  darkness,  and   their  imaeinalion    multiplied 
the    luunher    of    their    foes.       They    made    a     st.ait 
.vsistance,   but    the   fierce    onslaui,d»t    <.f  the   Kn,i,dish 
.seamen    beat    th.-m    baek    until    they    threw    down 
their  arms  and  fled  in  tunudt   t<. wards  the  -ates  ..t 

the  town. 

Drake  now   marched  to  one   of  the  (u.vernment 
storehouses  and  broke  into  it  with  a  few  ..f  his  men 
while  the  others  i^uarded  the  market  place.     As  they 
entered,  a  marvi'llous  si-ht  met  their  eyes.   I'ded  h.-h 
acrainst  the  walls  stood  .solid  bars  <.f  silver  of  enormous 
leii^rth  and  thickness.   The  English  seamen  gaped  wuh 
wonder  at  the  sight  of  all  this  wealth  glittenng  m 
the  moonlight.     They  prepared  to  seize  some  of  the 
silver,   but    Drake   forbade   them    to  touch    it.      He 
knew'  that  there  was  another  treasure-house  m  tho 
town  Mocked  full  of  gold  and  ]M-ecions  stones,  worth 
a  hundred   times   more   than   the    silver.      By    his 
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ordiTs  tiny  left  tlic  storehouse  imd  joined  their 
comrades    in    the    iiiarl;et    place. 

l)y  this  time  a  cntud  of  citi/ciis  was  pouring 
into  the  market  place  to  defend  their  town  from 
the  snd(h'ii  invasion.  The  (h'ums  were  heating,  the 
hell  still  rocked  to  and  iVo,  and,  to  mid  to  the 
wild  tun)iilt,  a  terrific  storm  hurst  and  a  (k'hige 
«>f  rain  poured  down.  Drake's  men  hcgan  to  get 
nervous,  and  their  captain  had  hard  work  to  keep 
them  steady.  lie  tried  to  rally  them  by  cheery 
wortls,  and  when  that  failed,  by   taunts. 

'■  I  have  bi-ought  you."  he  cried,  "to  the  motith 
of  the  treasure-house  of  the  workl.  Jilamc  noJKjdy 
iiut   youi'selves  if  you  go  away  em|)ty. ' 

I 'poll  thi'so  words  ho  stepped  forward  with  a 
liearty  shout,  liut  in  another  moment  he  uttered 
a  groan  and  rolled  ovei  in  tlu'  sand.  It  appeared 
thai  he  had  received  a  horrible  wound  in  the  leg 
during  his  first  dash  npon  the  town,  liut  he  had 
concealed  it  from  his  men  so  that  it  might  not 
dispirit  them.  Now  he  had  falleti,  faint  with  loss 
of  blood,  and  he  seemed  in  a  dangerous  condition. 
Even  now,  liowever,  he  gasped  out  entreaties  to  his 
men  to  stand  firm,  but  they  would  not  listen  to 
his  words. 

"Your  life,"  they  cried,  'is  dearer  to  us  than 
all  the  wealth  of  the  Indies.' 

Carefully  and  tenderly  they  carried  him  back 
to  the  boats,  and  as  the  smi  rose  and  showed  the 
Spaniards  what  a  handful  of  men  had  stormed  their 
town,  (he  f(»ur  boats  rowed  out  of  the  harbour,  and 
the  King  of  Spain's  treasures  remained  untouched. 

After   this  disappointment  Drake   sailed   farther 
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aloiK'  tho  coast.     His  wound  soon  liealrd,  and  thru 
ho  landed  t..  explore  the  surnmndni-  country.     Ho 
als„   wante<l  to  oLuiin   intornuition   about   the   route 
bv  Avhich    the  Spanish   treasure   from   the  nnnes  o 
I'eru  was  carried  to  the  coast  in  order  to  be  shipped 

^''    In  tl!e  woods  they  canic  upon  a  party  of  runaway 
slaves  called  C'iuiaroons.     These  sava-es  carried  on 
a    deadly  warfare   against    the   Spaniards    who    ha. 
torn.erly  been  their  masters.     When  they  heard  that 
Drake   and   his    party    were    also    enemies    ot    the 
Spaniards  thev  readily  agreed  to  join  them  and  to 
cniide    them    to   a   place   where  they  could  surprise 
"  earavan  of  treasure-laden  mules  passing  on  their 
;ay    to    the    coast.       Tluy    le.l    Drake    through    the 
foivst  to  a  watershed  from  whi.h  the  strea.ns  How 
n  one  side  to  the   Atlantic-  and  on  the  other  side 
to  the  PaeiHe.     As   the  thi.-k   undergrowth  obscured 
the   view   l)rak(>   mounted   to   the  top  ot  a  tall  tree. 
From  this  height  he  saw,  stretc-hed  bet..re  his  eyc-s, 
tbrthetirst  time,  the  glittering  waves  ot  the  I  antic 
(3cean      As   the  magnirt<-ent    sight   burst    upon    his 
vi<>w  Drake  was  tilled  with  enthusiasm  and  longing 
•md   we  are  t..ld  that  "he  ln>sought   Almighty  God 
',.t   His  o„odness  to  grant  him  life  and  leave  to  sail 
,ni<'e  in'  an  English  ship  in  that  sea." 

After  many  exciting  adventures  the  English 
seamen  were  conducted  by  the  ( "imaroons  to  a 
narrow  pass  through  which  the  treasure  -  laden 
nudes  were  driven  from  Panama.  l>rake  placed 
his  men  in  hiding  on  each  side  of  the  pass.  I  hey 
h.;,!  not  louL.  to  wait.  In  a  short  time  they  heard 
the  tinkling  of  tho  nmle  bolls  as  the^y  approached. 
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Presoiitly  some  Spaiiisli  soldiers  caiitorod  past 
unconscious  of  the  men  lying  each  side  of  them  in 
the  long  grass.  Still  the'  mule  train  came  on, 
carelessly  and  leisurely,  with  hells  jiniyling,  and  an 
occasional  crack  of  a  whip  or  a  shout  from  one  of 
the  drivers.  Then,  suddenly,  a  shrill  whistle  was 
hlown.  It  was  a  signal  from  Drake,  and  at  the 
same  moment  the  English  seamen  sprang  from 
the  grass  and  with  shouts  of  triumph  dashed  upon 
the  soldiers  and  drivers  surrounding  the  train  of 
nudes.  The  Spaniards  were  taken  completely  hy 
sur))rise,  and  after  dij;'.liarging  their  nuiskets  at 
Drake  and  his  comrades,  with  no  effect,  they  fled 
in  terror  down  the  road. 

Xot  a  moment  was  lost  by  the  English  seamen. 
With  their  long  knives  the}'  slashed  open  the 
packages  on  the  nudes,  and  loaded  themselves 
with  gold,  pearls,  rubies,  emeralds,  and  diamonds. 
Then  they  buried  fifteen  tons  of  silver  which  was 
too  lieavy  for  them  to  carry.  Staggering  under 
their  burden  of  treasures  they  made  their  way 
l«aek  to  their  ships,  and  v;ei-e  well  out  of  danger 
by  the  time  the  Spaniards  had  recovered  from 
their  panic  and  returned. 

After  many  other  adventures  Drake  turned  the 
jirows  of  his  vesst'ls  homewai'ds.  He  arrived  in 
i'lugland  on  Sunday,  August  9th,  l.')7.3.  The  trood 
people  of  Plymouth  were  listening  N»  their  Sunday 
morning  sermon  when  Drake  arrived  in  ])ort.  We 
arc  told  that  "the  news  of  his  return  did  so 
s[)eedily  pass  over  all  the  church,  and  surpass 
their  minds  with  desire  and  delight  to  see  him, 
tliat  very  few,  or  none,  reuiaiued  with  the  preacher. 
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all  h:istonin«;  to  se(^  tlio  rviiU-ncc  of  (lod's  lovo  aiul 
Mi'SHiiii,'  towards    oiir  <ira<ions  (luceii   and   cHintrv." 
When    tlu>    news    of    Drake's    ox|)loits    gradually 
Irakod  out,  everyone    in    Kn-land    was    not    so   well 
pleased    as    the   "L,'ood    folks    of    riyuHuitli.       Several 
statesmen    of    (^urn    Elizal.etli    t<.ld    their    mistress 
thai    Drake   was    nothing'    more    than   a   ])irate    who 
had  stolen  other  people's  goods,  and   wh..  ou-ht    to 
he  hanged.     J^ut   (,)neen  "  Bess  '  did  not  h.ok  upon 
Drake's" adventures  in  this  light.      It  was   tru.«  that 
England    was   not   openly    at    war   with    Spam,   hut 
evcTvonc  knew   that    the    Khig   oi    Spain    was   oidy 
waiting    for    a   convenienl    opportunity    to    declare 
war.    In  the  meantime  Spanish  sailors  were  sei/mg 
English    vessels    in    their    ports,    hurning    English 
sailors    in    their    market-places,    and    doing    every- 
thing' in  their  power  to  ruin  English  trade.      Con- 
sidering  these    facts,   the   (^ueen,   who  dearly  love(l 
a  hrave   man  and  a  daring  deed,  was  not  inclined 
to   hlame   Erancis  Drake   for  giving   the    Spaniards 
tit-for-tat.     England  was  not  yet  ready  for  war,  and 
the  otfieers  of 'Si)ain  were  too  much  on  the  alert  t(. 
allow  crafty  (^leeii  "Ik'ss"  to  ..penly  reward  Dra_ke 
for   his   services,   hut    she   did   not    hesitate  t(j  give 
him   secret  help  and   encourag<'ment. 

DRAKE'S    VOYAGE    ROUND    THE    WORLD. 

Eour  years  later,  on  Xovemher  l-'.th,  1577,  Fraivis 
Drake  a-ain  sailed  out  of  Tlymouth  Sound  hound  ior 
the  Spanish  Indies.  The  vessels  which  he  <-..m- 
manded  were  not  much  lavger  than  a  mo(h-rn 
tishini,'  smack,  and  lh(«  <reNvs  amounted,  all  told, 
to  oidv   lUO    men  and    hoys.     Drake    hini.s,,lf   sailed 
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on  lioiird  the  Pclicon,  and  Ix-hiud  liim  came  a 
fleet  of  small  vessels  consisting  of  the  Elizaheth, 
the   Clirisfoitlicr,  tlic  M^iritfold,  and  the  Sir<ni. 

The  Spanish  Ambassador  in  London  heard  of 
tliis  new  exju'dilion.  He  learnt,  too,  that  it  was 
connnaiuh'd  hy  the  man  whom  every  Spaniard  had 
learnt  to  fear  hy  tlie  name  of  Kl  Droqnc,  the  (h'agon. 
King  Philip  of  Spain  innnediatcly  sent  ont  orders 
to  his  colonists  in  the  West  Indies  to  sink  ev(^ry 
English  ship  and  to  hang  every  English  sailor 
that  appeared  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  It  seemed 
impossible  that  any  English  ship  shonld  ever  find 
its  way  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  so  that  no  warning 
was  sent  to  the  Spaniards  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
The  Spaniards  had  not  ftilly  learnt  the  daring  and 
determination  of  El  I)r((qne,  but  they  were  soon 
to  ije  tanght  a  painful  lesson. 

At  first  the  expedition  did  not  progress  favour- 
ably. Terrii)le  weather  set  in,  and  the  vessels  were 
sorely  beaten  about.  Worse  than  this,  Drake  was 
constantlv  annove<l  and  alarmed  f)V  the  treacherous 
actions  of  a  gentleman  on  board  one  of  the  ships, 
who  tried  to  create  a  mutiny  among  the  seamen. 
This  personage  was  Thomas  Doughty,  a  man  of 
good  birth  and  education,  who  had  formerly  been 
a  secretary  wf  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  He  had  been 
one  of  Drake's  most  intimate  friends,  but  in  this 
expedition  he  seemed  insanely  jealous  of  Drake's 
positi(jn,  and  did  his  utmost   to  ruin  his  plans. 

]>v  degrees  the  wciither  mended,  and  Di'ake's 
vessels  sped  before  the  wind  acro.ss  the  l^av  of 
Biscay,  past  the  Cape  de  A'erde  Islands,  and  then 
right    over    the    Atlantic    until    they    tou<died  the 
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,,■  ll,.  River  Pl..to.     Tlu.i.-  turtn,>c  now  ,,v..s,k.,o,1 

J,,„.,V,„(.(  in  .has.  of  the  nnss,,,.'  vvss.l.     ""^^l  • 
^hip  was  qni.klv  overtaken,  an<l  n,  c.nln-  t.    p.ev-n 
';;iu^1■onM.Kvin,   false   a,ain,   l.n,ke      m^^^^^ 

the  shin,    (\istril.ule,l   the    erew    anvm^   the  .  Ihu 
'^sels.'and  ,n,.    D-ughty  ....   his  own  sh,,,.       he 
„„.v   ^.ile.1    'n  nntil  thc'V  e„n,o  to   I'ort  M.  Jnlu.i 
on'thc  eoast  iif  I'ataxonia. 

\s    thev  enteie.!   .ho    .leserte,!    ha.l.our    a    g.ne- 
sonio  ,>l.ieet  n,e.  thei.  ..yes.     A  skeleton,  .uh   hones 
neW    lean  hv  vultnves,  was  swin,.n«  to  and  ho 
r  ..  Uows-tVee.     It   «as  the   skeleton  ot   a  ,nan 
:;o  fcul  heon  exeente,!  for  nn.tiny  htty  yea.-s  helo.c 
l,v  the   I'ortnouese  exiil.avv,  MageMan 
■    This  ,h-ea.lful  speetaele  .etnn.le,!  Drake  that     e 
..Iso  ha,l  a   num  on  l«.arcl  who   deserved  .leath    , 
i  is  t roaehorv.     Thonuas  Doughty  ha,l  never  eeased 
;,   ,:  ,.on,,lain,s  against    Drake,   -"'-"■'"'g,.  kS 
en  to  mut  i.v  against   their  eonnnander.      D>aU 
U   "v  well  thai  his  ex,,e,li.ion  eould  never  s,  eeee 
Inhont  the  slrietest  diseiphne    and  '-^  -^      .'^J 
„„ke  an  exan.ple  of  his  tortner  tnend         "»«  ■^^- 
t,ron..ht  betorc a court-mart.al  composed  ot  llu  otn  us 
t^x^dition,  ana  placed  upon  hi^ 
to  the  ci  .tonis  of  English  law.      llu'    arts  Nseu   not 
•H.Vnlt    Vm-ove  and  lie  was  found  guilty  nt  treason^ 
;"  :nnand.d  that  he  should  be  punt^hed 
according  to  the  gravity  of  h.s  .mue. 

"They  that  think   this   man   Nvortlu    ot   death, 
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he    crit'd,    "Id     I'lfiii,     with     nic,    hold     up     their 
hands." 

'I'hc!  words  were  scarcely  <»ut  of  his  lips  heloro  he 
vas  surrounded  hy  a  nuuili"r  ot"  sunhurnt  hands, 
and  Douirhtv  was  condenuied  to  die. 

On  a  small  island  near  the  coast,  a  traiific  scene 
now  took  place  which  struck  awe  into  the  hearts 
of  the  English  sailoi-s.  Tahles  were  s) tread  with 
the  hest  stores  in  the  shi))s,  and  hard  ity  were 
])laced  an  altar  and  a  Mock  side  hy  side.  The 
two  men  who  had  tormerly  heen  friends  kiu'lt  at 
the  altar  and  prayed  to^vther.  Then  the  seamen 
seated  themselves  at  the  tallies  with  Doughty  in 
their  midst,  and  (h'ank  to  the  man  who  was  ahoiU 
to  leave  them  on  his  lasi  journey.  Doughty  faced 
his  death  with  great  courage,  and  before  kneeling 
at  the  block  Ik;  embraced  J)rake  affectionately. 
He  recognised  his  guilt,  and  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  h"s  punishment.  'I'hen  the  swt)rd  fell, 
and  Drake,  calm  and  unmoved,  cried  out :  "  Lo, 
this  is  the  end  of  traitors!" 

After  this  tragi(-  execution  Drake  and  his 
mariners  remained  six  weeks  at  Port  St.  .Iidian, 
sheltering  themselves  in  the  bay  against  the  stormy 
weather  v.hich  raged  during  .hat  time.  Drake 
I  unit  one  of  his  vessels  which  was  too  small  to 
face  the  wather  of  thixse  seas,  and  now  only  three 
ships  remained — the  Pfllraii,  the  Ellzdhifh,  and 
the  }fari(/()l<l.  At  last  his  patience  would  hold 
out  no  longer,  and  in  s[)itt^  of  the  bad  weather  he 
sailed  out  of  Tort  St.  .lulian  to  the  Strait  of 
Alagellan. 

Thl;.  slr.di   forms  a  long  and  dangerous  passage 


sill     FllANClS     DIIAKE. 


105 


throuu'li  tlio  southern  part  <«f  South  Amcri.a.  In 
tlK.sc'^lavs  it  was  WVu-wd  that  this  was  the  only 
way  from  the  Atlanlic  iiit<.  thr  Tacili'',  tor  it  was 
siipposra  that  thr  .■oiitinoiit  ..f  Anuri.a  fxtoiuk'd 
without  l)n'ak  as  far  as  the  Soutli   Toh'. 

Francis  Drake  liad  n«.  eliarts,  and  he  sent  his 
small  hoatson  ahead  of  the  s'uips  to  take  soundin.^s 
of  the  depth  of  the  water.  It  Avas  a  perih.us  under- 
takhit,'.  At  anv  nionu-nt  the  ships  mi-ht  strike 
on  a'" rock  or  ground  in  shallow  water.  On  eitlier 
side  of  them  snow-eovured  mountains  overhung 
the  strait,  and  a  heavy  .snowstorm  ohseured  the 
view.  So  ditlicult  was  the  task  that  Drake  was 
three  weeks  in  gvtting  his  vessels  through  the 
narrow  passage,  wiiich  was  seventy  miles  long. 

At  la.st  tlu-y  entered  the  ra(titi(;-that  marvelh.us 
ocean  into  which  Drake  had  onc<'  prayed  that  he  might 
sail  with  an  English  ship.  Now  he  hoped  that  the 
greatest  dittieulties  had  been  coiuiueivd,  hut  he  was 
doomed  to  disappointment.  As  they  left  the  Strait 
of  Magellan  they  were  met  by  the  most  ternt.c  storm 
that  they  had  ever  experieiKvd.  The  stunly  Knglish 
vessels  trembled  and  (piaked  before  the  tury  of  the 
tempest,  s.)  that  Drake  and  his  mariners  almost  gav(> 
themselves  up  as  lost.  They  were  beat.'n  b;,ck  by  a 
roariiv^  westerlv  gale  six  hundred  miles  to  the  south- 
cast  of  (/ape  Horn,  whi.-h  is  the  southernmost   point 

of  South  America. 

By  this  misfortune  Drake  learnt  a  great  lesson  in 
geography.  The  wind  which  had  tossed  him  so  tar 
out"' of  liis  course,  taught  him  that  the  Strait  of 
Magellan  was  not  the  only  passage  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  South  Pole  as  men  had  formerly  believed. 
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This  lesson  Wiis  li'iirnt  iit  a  heavy  cost.  Round 
Ciipc  Horn  a  i^ale  Itlows  continually,  and  the  waves 
are  always  higher  than  in  any  other  part  of  t lie  world. 
In  thi.s  tumult  of  wind  and  water  the  stout  little 
vessel,  the  M<i rhjohl ,  went  down,  and  every  man  on 
hoard  perished  with  her.  Then  Captain  Wynter, 
who  was  in  conunand  of  the  hlh<if>dli,  made  his 
way  hack  to  the  Strait  of  Magellan;  hut  after  waiting 
there  three  weeks,  in.stead  of  going  to  Valparaiso, 
where  he  had  agreed  to  meet  Drake  if  they  were 
separated,  he  lost  heart  and  turned  the  prow  of  his 
ves.sel  homewards,  much  against  the  will  of  his 
mariners. 

Drake  was  nOw  alone  on  his  vessel,  whose  name 
he  ehanged  from  the  relican  to  the  dnhJen  Hind. 
He  anchored  among  some  islands  where  tlie  waters 
of  the  Paciti(;  and  the  Atlantic  meet  in  a  rough 
emhrace.  No  Knglishman,  and  perhaps  no  white 
man,  had  ever  set  foot  in  this  region.  Drake  was 
HlU'd  with  gladness  at  the  thought,  and  one  day  he 
landed  on  the  furthest  island,  and  walking  alone  to 
the  end,  he  laid  himself  down  and  emhraced  the 
southernmost  point  of  the  known  world. 

Drake  now  .sailed  to  Valparaiso,  hoping  to  find 
Captain  Wynter  waiting  for  him  in  the  harhour. 
])Ut  Wynter  was  on  his  way  to  England,  imd  Drake 
found  instead  a  great  Spanish  merchant  vessel,  the 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Sonth,  lying  lazily  at  anchor 
until  the  wind  should  ri.se  and  carry  her  to  Panama 
with  her  cargo  of  gold  and  Chili  wine.  The  Spanish 
sailors  hanging  over  the  hulwarks  of  llieir  vessel 
espied  Drake's  sail  approaching  the  harhour,  and, 
never  dreaming  of  an  English  ship,  they  brought  up 
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a. 'ask  of  wine  to  ,uive  a  nitiry  uflcomc  to  the  ncw- 
coMK-rs.     A    l.oat    \v\\    tlir   side  ..f   Drakr's    slu])    and 
rowod  al(.n:4sidc  {hv  Spanisli  j^'alleoii.     Tli''  Spaniards 
iMat  a  \vc'lc<.ine  with  thoir  dnun,  l.ut   snddcnly  tli.y 
full    Lack    with    dismay.     A    do/en    Kn,!,dish    sailors 
si.ran-,'   on    hoard   and    kiid   ahonl    thorn    with   their 
lists.  ^A  drspcratf  seutth-  t(M.k  place,  hut   hcforc  the 
asloni.shed  Spaniards  could  seize  their  weapons,  they 
were  made  prisoners  and  locked  under  the  hatches 
of  tlieir   own  sliip.     Then   Drake  and  his   mariners 
(piickly  conveyed  the  .y-old  and  wine  on  to  their  own 
ship.     For   three  days  the  (iohhv   Hi  ml  lay  in  the 
harhour,    while  the    En-lish  mariners  collected    pro- 
visions   from    the    little     colony    of    Si)aniards     at 

A'alparaiso. 

With    a   very  i^ood  stock  of  fresh  victuals    they 
now   set   sail    for  'larapaca,    where    silver    from   the 
Andes  mines  was  put  on  hoard  ship  to  he  conveyed 
to  Panama      Here  a<,'ain  the  Spaniards  never  dreamt 
of  heincr  disturhed  hy  an  Knglishman.     (hi  the  <iuays 
the  sihvr  hars  were  piled  up  ready  tor  ioadin*,',  and 
the   muleteers    who  had  hrought  them  to  the  coast 
were  sleeping  in  tlie  sunshine  a  few  yards  otV.     Drake 
and  his  men'  did  not  disturh  the  Spaniards  iVom  their 
sluml)ers,    l)Ut    they    quietly   to(»k    posses.sioii   .»t    the 
silver.     As    soon    a"s    they  "had    hegun  to  carry   it  to 
their  ship  another  train  of  mules  enti'ivd  the  town, 
laden  with  a  similar  tmisuiv.     The  drivers  were  too 
surprised  to  resi.st  the  demand  of  the  Knghsh  sailors, 
and  in  a  short  while  the  nnhlen  Iliad  .sailed  away 
with  her  rieh  e.-n-go 

At   the  town  of   hinia,   Drake  found   the  harhour 
full  of  shipping,  and  he  amused  himself  and  terrified 
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tlic  S|.;ini,ir(ls  at  tlif  same  time  liv  '^"'wv^  tVnm  sliip 
\n  slii|)  ill  search  of  lT"!'!-  N"'  ;•  i^M'aiii  tlid  lie 
tiiid,  ami  after  his  vessel  had  I.eeii  lyiiiL,'  in  the 
haihnur  tor  two  days  the  X'ieemy  of  \\v\\  iiiarehetl 
down  to  tlh'  coast  wit  li  a  thousand  soldiers,  and  sent 
out  tour  Vessels  to  (•aj)tiiie  l)rake  dead  or  alive.  I»iit 
the  Spaniards  did  not  like  to  tackle  such  a  danu'ci-oiis 
eiieiiiv  as  El  DriKjiir,  as  they  called  him,  and  |)rake 
sailed  awav  without  so  niucli  as  a  [)islol-shot  heini; 
sent   alter  him. 

Now    lie   captilli'd    shij)    after    slii|»    as    lie    sailed 

aloiiLf,  and    enii);i<'d    them    all    t»f   anytliin,!,'  that   he 

needeil    t'or  liis  own  use.      l*'rom  one  of  iliese  prixes 

he    learnt    that    an    I'lioriiious    Spanish    i^alleoii    was 

sailim;'    in    those    waters   laden   with   a    vast    treasui'o 

hound  for  Panama.      Drake  heard  the  news  with  t^dee, 

and  there  r.nd    tlu'ii    resolved    that    Panama    .sliould 

never    set    eves    on    an    oiiiuxt    of   these    ricHies.      He; 

promised  a  Ljoldcn  chain  to  the  first  man  who  .should 

catch   sii/ht    of  the  iL,Mlleon.     Away  went   the  U<>l<l<n 

H'iikI  with  every    inch      f   canvas  set,  rucin,!,'  heforo 

the   wind    towards    Panama.      At    last,  off"  Cape    San 

Francisco,   Drake's  yoimj.^  nephew,  -lohn,   espied   the 

trea>ure-la  Icn  L^alleon  plou^hini,'  through  the  wave.s. 

Drake    was    fearful    to   alarm   her   too  soon,  and    ho 

resolved    to    wail    until    nielilfall.      He    lowered    his 

sails,   tilled   some  empty   wine  skins  with   water,  and 

trailed  them  over  the  side  of  his  vessel   in  onU'r  to 

slacken   its  sjieed.     Then,  as  soon  as  the   li^ht    had 

faded  from  sea  and  sky.  he  set  sail  again  and  raced  up 

to    the    galleon.       <  hie  shot    iVom    iiis    guns   terntied 

the  Spanish  sailors  into  sulnnission.     As  soon  as  they 

heard  the  name  of  Drake  thev  otVered  no  resistance, 
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.illd   Di-mUc    tn\linl    llillisrlf   ill  jiusscssion  ..t'   ;i    Vrlitil.l.- 

tlujitiii'^  liviisiiiv  linusc.  A  ni.i^s  (.f  -;(»l(l  .111(1  >ilv.'r 
and  a  ureal  sldv  of  riii<niltls.  pcail^,  <liaiii«'ii(U.  ami 
othrr  ])ivci(.iis  stniH's  \v»To  t raiistrrivd  t..  tin-  Imld 
of  111.-  r/o/'/o/  ////"/.  '^'^  inu.h  wealth  had  li.Vrr 
sailed  ill  an  V.wAvh  shi))  lM-f<.iv,  and  iheiv  is  no 
wonder  that  l>y  this  time  Drake  pionoiuued  himself 
to  be  '•  i^i'eatly   satisfied.  ' 

111-  now  iie.i(h'd  to  return   home,  l.iil    not    h\  the 
way  lio  had  eome.     At    that   tiiif  men  thought    tliat 
th«'re  was  a  north-west  passat^e  roimd   North   Ameiiea 
into  the  Atlantic  O.-ean.       it   was  hy  this  passage  that 
hraUe  projiosed   to  make  liis  way  l-aek   to   Kn,u!and. 
He    proceeded    north    as    far  as   Vancouver,  hut    the 
weatlier  was  too  terrihlc  t(»  allow  him   to  •j^*^  farther. 
The  vess<-l  was  ice-honnd,  the  ri,i;-iii<4  was  fioxeit,  ami 
Drake  and  his    civw    wvre  half  dead  with  e..ld.      At 
last  Dnike  -;avc  up  the  strii-«,dc  and  turned  his  vessel 
southwards'.      Th.'ll    he    luade    the    daiin.i,'    resolve    t.. 
return  home  hv  China  and  the  Cape  of  ( lo.ul    Hope. 
It  Wius  no  light   resolve.     Twenty  thousand  miles  lay 
hetwivn    the    ^iohlr,,    Il'nnl   and   the  -  white  walls  "  ot 
Kn-land.      Never  heforc  had   the  keel  <if  an   Kn-Ush 
ship  traversed  the  waters  lyin--  hefore  them,  an<l  they 
had  no  charts  for  their  j^niidance.     T.ut    Drake  trusted 
to   Providence,  t<»  his  own  genius,  and  to  the  hravery 

of  his  crew. 

The  story  of  this  homeward  journey  is  too 
long  to  tell'  fully  ill  these  pagi's.  After  many 
slnmge  a<lventures,  and  with  an  occasional  tight 
with  "a  Si)anish  merehaut-ship  on  the  coast  ot 
California,  thev  sailed  straight  across  the  racitie 
to  the  Molucca    Islands.      Here   they   tarried   for  a 
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wliili-  III  r<|>.iii'  llicii'  slii|>,  ;iti<I  llim  on  aj,';uii  tiny 
Went    jiImii'^-   iIm'   (iiiist    III   .lava   ami   int«i  the    liMliaii 

()rr,ili.       T1m\     »'U<'<»imlilT(l   IrlM'ilili'   NddMlls,    alxl    olinj 

tlnv  w'ciT  <asi  ii|)on  a  coral  rcft'.  Tliis  last  a«l- 
vriitiii'c  nearly  caiistMl  tlitir  dtsti-intinn,  Itiit  lor- 
liiiiatclv  tor  I'Vaiuis  hrakc  the  wind  chani^'cd  and 
litl fd  his  vessel  otV  the  rocks,  so  that  he  was  ahle 
to  continue  his  coin-se. 

At  last  the  ('aj)e  of  (!(»(»(!  Hope  was  reached, 
and  then  all  was  easy  sailini,'.  In  the  antinnn  of 
ir)S()  the  (iiihir,)  Until.  c|oL,'ged  with  seawi'cd  and 
hattered  hv  wind  ami  waves,  sailed  slowly  into 
l*l\iMontli  Sound.  Francis  |)rake  was  h.»nie  ai^ain, 
and  he  lii'on^ht  with  him  not  only  a  vast  store  o| 
treasure,  hut  the  h<inour  of  Keing  the  first  Kiii^dish- 
nian  t;>  sail  roinid  the  world. 

When  the  news  hecaine  known  in  Enifland  that 
Francis  |)rake  was  home  aL;ain,  the  whole  country 
was  tilled  with  rejoiciniL,'.  For  more  than  u  year 
no  news  had  heiii  heai'd  of  him,  aiul  he  had  loni,' 
aj^o  lieeii  miveii  >i{)  for  deutl,  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
Sj)aniards.  When  the  stoi-y  of  his  marvi-llous  ad- 
ventures lte<ame  known,  there  was  hardly  a  man  in 
Eni^dand  who  did  not  re|L,Mr<l  him  as  the  t^'reatest 
hero  of  his  time,  (jhieen  Fli/aheth  hesitated  at  first 
how  to  rc<civ(^  this  man  who  had  given  such  heavy 
hlows  to  the  lionoin-  of  Spain.  King  Philip  of  Spain 
demanded  that  Drake  should  he  })unished,  and 
that  the  treasure  of  the  (iohhn  Hind  should  ho 
restored  to  Spain.  Hut  although  (^)ueen  Elizaheth 
wished  to  avoid  open  war  with  Spain,  slie  eould 
not  conceal  her  admiration  for  the  daring  and 
counujre    of    Fnincis    Drake.      C)ii    tlie     tth   March 
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loHl,  til.'  (^»«Vl»  Wnil  (InWM  to  h.plfnnl,  wli.iv 
th..    (liihhn     Il'ii'l    llild    IhtII     llillllr.!     Msliniv         ll'iv 

slic  pariook  nt  a  l.:m»iii.-t  ..n  l.nanl  llial  w.alli<  •- 
iK-atru  vrss.'l,  aii.l  t..  show  lur  a.liniration  |..r  tli.' 
i.ian  who  ha<l  sailr.l  mmid  tlic  worl.l  slic  iravr  him 
til'.'  honour  of  kni,^hthoo<l. 

SINOEINO    THE     KINO    OF    SPAIN'S    BEARD. 

Shortly  attor   Drak.-'s  n-liirn  hoiii.\  th<'  oiiiward 
prac-    h.Vw('rn    Ku^daiid    and    Spain    thnalrnrd    to 
l„vak    down    at     any    n.onu-nt.       It    was    now     w.H 
known  l)y  (,)uorn   Klix.ahcth  an«l  licr  statcsnirn  that 
tho    Kini   of    Spain    was    ^^viUui;   tog.'th.-i    a    ,i,Mvat 
Hoct  in  onU'r  lo  invade  En<,dand  as  soon  as  lie  was 
rcadv    to    dechuv    war.      In    loSr.    he    .>nconratr.Ml    a 
iinin'htT   of    Knudish    wssols    to      ,.rry    <orn    t..   liis 
provinces  whi<h  wore  strick.-n  Av.tli  fai..in(>,  hut   no 
sooner   did    thev    enter    his    p<.rts    than    he    sei/ed 
every  one  of  them.     When  the  news  <.f  tins  treachery 
reaeiied    Kn^jland,  th(>  whoh'  eonntry  elamourrd  tor 
reven^'^   apiinsl    the    Spaniards.      (,)ne.'n    Kh/ahnh, 
however,  did  not   think  that   En,i,dand   was  yet   i)re- 
pared  t«)  declare  war  against  such  a  powerful  enemy 
as    Spain.      Nevertheless    she    was    hurnmg    to    h.' 
revenged,  and  she  turned  to  Drake  and  his  t.-llow 
seanu^n    who    she    knew    would    satisfy    her   desn-o 
if  she  gave  them  leave. 

Drake  was  alwavs  readv  to  come  to  hlows  with 
the  Spaniards,  a  .d  he  was  rejoiced  when  tho  queen 
gave  him  secret  orders  to  lead  another  exi)e(htion 
to  tho  West  Indies.  He  was  soon  hard  at  work  ui 
Plymouth  dockyard,  tilting  out  vessels  and  cn|l..<-tu!g 
men.     There  vvas  no  lack  of  volunteers.     From  all 
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parts  of  the  coiintrv  (■.■uiic  gentlemen  of  England 
ready  to  sail  to  any  quarter  of  the  globe  with  such 
a  hero  as  Francis  Drake.  Steadily  and  quietly  the 
preparations  went  on,  until  at  last,  one  tine  morning 
in  September,  15S."),  Drake  hoisted  a  signal  flag  to 
the  top  of  his  mainmast.  Then  followed  tlie  hauling 
up  of  the  sails  and  the  weighing  of  an<hors,  and 
a  spk-ndid  fleet  sailed  slowly  out  of  IMymouth 
Sound,  followed  hy  the  cheers  of  a  crowd  of  worthy 
citizens. 

The    Spaniards    soon    h(\trd    that    El    Dmquo^ 
the    (h-agoii — was    once    more    unchained,    and    they 
treml)le(l  for  their  lives    and  ])roporiy.      It    was  not 
long    liefoiv    they    had    r(>ason    f(«r  their   fear.      One 
morning  the  inhabitants  of  th(^  port   of  Vigo,  on  the 
coast    of   Sj)ain.   descried    a    Heet    <»f   strange    vessels 
approaching    tlie   harbour.       The    Spanish    g.)vernor, 
gn-atlv  astonished,  sent    out    a   boat    to  en(iuire  who 
thcv    v.-cre   and    what    tliey   wanted.     Sliortly    after- 
wards  the  l»oat    reiurned  with   tlu^  news  that  it  was 
FJ    Ih'iiJiiw    himself,   who    deinand(Ml   the    release    ot 
soUK>    Knglish     merchants     wlio    had    been    wrongly 
iiiiin-isoncd.      At    the   nam<'    of   Drake,    tht^    Si)anish 
•governor     instantly     ordered     th(^     release     of     the 
prisoners, and  when  AY  lh-it<]r>'\,\\\i\vi\  on  some  islands 
near   the  jiioiith  (»f  the   harbour,   the  govi-rnor  sent 
him    cartloads   of  fruit    and    wine   in    order    to   keep 
on    friendly    terms    with    him.       The    following   day 
Drake     brought     the     whole     Heet    right     into    the 
harbour,    and     moored   it   close    to    the  town.      'I'he 
Spanish  citizens   were  terrified,  lait    Drake  had  only 
come  for  water  and  fresh  prosisioii^.     Wluii  lit;  iiad 
ebtained   these,  he  sailed  out    of    Vigo   harbour   to 
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the  Canaries,  ^vhere  he  hoped  to  eatch  the  Spamsu 
croM-Heet    on    their    way    tVoni    the    Cape    (U>    \  enle 
lslan<ls      Meanwhile  li(hn-s  of  1  )rake's  appearance  at 
Vi.ro   had    reached    the  ears  of   the    Km-   ot    Spa.n 
and  his  Cuuncal  .:f  State.     Th<>y  .-nuld  hardly  he  .eve 
the   news.     Never    l.etore   had    sn.h  an  nisult    heen 
offered  to  the  kin-d<.nr     That  an  En-lish  "  pn-ate, 
a.s   thev   called   hhn,  should   dare   to   sail    mto   one 
(,f  Spain's  own  harbours  was  almost   mcredd.le. 

llut  still  more  incredible   thinos  were  to   t..llow. 
Drake  narrowlv  missed  capturing  the  Spanish  tleet, 
but  he  consoled  himself  for  his  misfortune  by  attack- 
in.  the  town  of  St.   higo.     The  governor  and  most 
ot"the   people   tied,   and   the    English    seamai    took 
possession  of  the  castle  and  town.     1  hens  on  the  1  ah 
Lf  Novend.cr,  thev  celebrated  the  bnHidav  ot  (,)ueen 
Elizabeth  bv  dcem-ating  their  ships  m  the  Spanish 
harbour.     A  large  cpiantity  of  rich  merchandise    e 
into  their   hands,   but   all    the  gold  and   silver   had 
been  carried  away  by  the  inhabilaiits.     tor  a    ort- 
H-dit  thev  staved  in  the  town.     It  was  a  beaut  it ulU 
l^dlt     citV    with     splendid     churc^ies     and     pubbc 
l,,iUlings,^     which     must     have     tilled     1  rake    w 
a.lmiration.      One    day,    however,    <me    ot    the    s^ 
bovs   who   had   strayed   away   was    lound  murdeied 
,,ul   terriblv  mutilated,  and   Drake   was  so  enraged 
that    he   conmianded   his    men  to  set    the     own  on 
tire       His    orders    were   carried    out,    and   when   the 
Mish    tleet    sailed   awav,   they    b^t,    bdnnd    them 
(,uiv  smouldering  ruins  and  ashes. 

'In  recording  this    and   similar  a(.tions   we  must 
not  be  understood  as  approving  them.     D  ^v.s  a  cmiel 
age,  fruitful  of  barbarous  deeds,  and   Dvakv    a  a.    . 
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roiii^li  seanian  who   tlmiii^lit  but  little  of  L,'<'ntloness 
and   iiKTcy. 

Slroiiu'cr  and  lictlcr  Imilt  fvcn  than  the  town  of 
St.  Ligo  wciv  St.  honiin^'o  and  ('arthanrn.i.  They 
wore  wt'll  fortiticd  with  liattcrics,  and  defended 
liv  strong"  force.s  ot  S)>anish  soldiers.  It  seemed 
iin[)ossilile  tliat  a  few  Kn,ylish  v'ssels  shonld  dare 
to  attack  such  strongholds.  Vet  there  seemed 
nothinir  "which  Di-ake  feared  to  attempt,  and 
wherever  he  went  or  whatever  he  nndertook  his 
men  wei'e  ready  to  follow.  St.  ])ominy'o  and  Car- 
thau'cna,  the  stron<u-est  towns  in  the  West  Indies, 
fell  hetore  the  iiivincilii-  conrau'e  of  this  ,:(tle  l^-md 
of  EncTish  seamen,  and  the  proud  Spaniards  had 
to  ransom  their  lives  and  liberty  by  the  payment 
of  enormous  sums  of  money. 

After  countless  exeitiiii^'  adventures  by  land  and 
sea,  in  which,  as  he  said,  he  "singed  the  Kiny  of 
Spain's  beard,"  Drake  brou^'ht  his  fleet  l>ack  to 
Kn^land.  Here  they  found  the  whole  counti-y  in 
a  fever  of  excitement.  Tlu?  Kin^'  of  Spain  was 
reailv  for  war  at  last,  and  his  y-reat  fleet,  or  '  In- 
vincibU>  Armada,"'  as  he  called  it,  lay  in  Cadiz 
liai-liour  waiting'  tor  a  favoui'a])le  wind  to  bear  it 
acioss  the  Enu'lish  (liannel  with  thousands  of 
Spanish  soldii'rs. 

Sii'  l''r;ini'is  |)i'ake  was  allowed  to  lake  no  rest. 
lie  was  too  ^'reat  a  hero  to  remain  idle  while  there 
was  woi-k  or  ti^'htiuL;'  to  be  d(»ne.  The  work  to  be 
done  in  this  case  was  to  destroy  the  Ai'mada  lyiui,' 
in  Cadix  harbour,  and  (^)ueen  Klixabeth  and  her 
people  kiiew  of  no  man  lii^re  callable  ^f  carrying 
out  such  a  task  than  Francis  Drake. 
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\olon-."r  was  Drakr  l(M,k(>(l  upnn  ns  a  pvivatoor, 
a  man  ti-hlin-  tor  his   own  pvivato  aavanta^-.      Mo 
was  uivon  the  titlr  of  \hv  Maj.'sty  s  A.lm,ral.it-th<;- 
Scas'   and    a     spleiKhd    fled    Avas    pla.ed    iiii<h'i;   his 
;,,;„;,,,a.       Five   lar^e    hattle-ships     -i^^'j   -•---• 
,,,l  nine  ^uu-hoats  sailed  wnh  huu  t.on.   liyn.outh. 
It    was  the  lai-est   toive  that    Drake   had  ever  eon.- 
n.anded,  hnt   even  so,  it   was  ridienh.usly  sn.all     or 
,]„>   w..rk   whirh   h.'  was  ahout    to  nndertake.      1  Ins 
was  nothing  less  tl.an  to  prevent  the  varions  divisions 
of  Spain's  -real     a.nada  fr..n.  joiinn-  together,  aiul, 
itpossihle,tolm.ntheniasthey    ay  in  their  ports. 

If\he  Spanish  vessels  sailed   lor   hn^kind  ho   was  to 
nrevent  them  from  landing. 

^      It     was    a    o.iganti<-    task    even    tor     a    man     o 
Drake's  eonragc  and  determination,  hnt  Drake  taee.l 
it    hke  a   hero.     Not    many  .lays    after    the    Knghsh 
w,rshii)s  ha.l  set  sail  from  Plymonth  they  entered  the 
l,,v   ot'tadiz.      In    the    harhonr    hefore    them    lay   a 
torest   of   masts.     It    was  ihe  great   Spanish   Armada 
,,I,i,l,    ,vas    heing    fitted    <.nt     tor    the     nivasu.n    .. 
EiKdand        Drake  siimnu.ne.l  a   eoniuil   ot    war    l.iit 
i,    was    merelv    to    tell    tluMU    that    he    inten.le.l    to 
,t,.,.kHt    oiK-e.     The  harL.ur  of  (  a.h.  was  ex.ved- 
i,,dv   dithenlt    to    enter,    on    aeeonnt    ot    the    r.u-ks 
whiih    eneumhered    its    month.      It    was    d-ten.  ed 
l.v   lotteries,  ami   the    Spanish    war-galleys    gnanled 
the   entranee.     To   some   of  the    Knghsh    o  h.-.Ts    iL 
seemed   sheer  madness  to  atta.k    sueh   a   pla.r    hnt 
Drake   had    ma<U'    n,.    his    mind,   and    most     ot    his 
otiicers  and  men   ha.l   pertect   failli  m  hn... 
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Til"    siyii.tl    Wiis    t^ivcii,    and     tlic    Eiiiiflisli    Hoot 
sailed  straiLilit    into  Cadi/  liarUour.     A  scciio  <>t"  wild 
('(Hit'iision  fdllDWfd.     Many  of  iho  S])anish  ships  cut 
tlicir  calilfs  and  tried  to  esea])0   into  tlic   o]>en   soa. 
A    nnniliei-    of   wai'-pillovs    endoavotn'ed     to    defend 
the  entrance    to    the   harhour,   hut    they  could   only 
tire  straii^lit  ahead,  and   I  >rako's  vessels  passed  across 
them  and  poured  ujmn  them  l)roadsi<le  after  l))'oadside. 
The   English  v'lnniers  liad  an  unfailing'  aim.     Every 
shot   shattered  some  mast  or  spar,  riddled   tlie  htdks 
of  till'  L;alle\s,  oi-  mo\ve(l  down  tlie   Spanisli  sail<trs. 
In    a    shoi't    time    the    galleys    retreated    under    th(> 
yuns  of  the  town   hatteries.     Two  had  to  he  hatded 
ashore    to    pi-event    their    siid^inuc,    <'"i*l    l^''*'    otliers 
were  strewn   with   the  dead  and  dyin!,^      Tlie  troops 
and    inhahitants    of   ("achz    were    seized    with    panic 
and  fled,  leavinj,'  Drake  to  wreak  liis  will  u])on  tJio 
unprotected   vessels  in  the  harhour.     Drake  had  no 
mercv.      The    vi'ssels    whieli  had   heen  intenth'd    for 
tlie    invasion    of   Kni^dand    wen;    i^dven    oven-   to    tlio 
Hames,   and    their    ]>rovisions    of   wine,    oil,    hiseuits, 
and  dri    1   frtiit  were  transferred  to  the  Kn^'lisli  .shij)s. 
At    length  Spanish  troops  he<;an  to  ])our  into  ( "adiz 
to    defend    the    city,    and    other  Sj)anis]i   fralleys  ap- 
])roaehed  the  harhiun-.     Time  after  time  the  ifalleys 
attacked     Drake,    hut     on    e;e  h    occasion    he    heat 
tiiem  liack.  and  when  at    last    he  sailed  out   of  Cadiz 
harhour  he  left    oidy  the  shattered  and  sniouldcrin*,'' 
remnants  of  the   Spanisli   fleet. 

THE     INVINCIBLR     ARMADA. 

The     Kinn'    of    Spain    had    siiiVered    a    liCaVy    lo,S.S 
when     D'ake    had    burned    his    host   ships    in    the 
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hiirlx-ur  of  Cadiz,  Imt  all  tlio  wealth  of  llie  West 
Indies  was  Howiiit;  into  I'lnlip's  treasm-c-bouses,  so 
tliat  be  had  plenty  of  money  whoivwith  to  huild  other 
vessels.  He  was  eager  to  declare  war  against  England, 
and  once  niore  he  gave  (»rders  for  a  mighty  Heet 
to  \)'  ))re])ared  to  invade  our  (;omitry.  He  (^olleeti'd 
soldiers  and  sailors  from  all  ]>arts  of  Km-oi)e,  and 
liis  best  and  bravest  ottiecrs  were  ])la('ed  in  eonnnand. 
The  |)re[)aration  took  many  months,  and  even  at 
the  last,  Avhcn  everything  was  ri'ady  and  the  great 
fb'ct  put  out  to  sea,  it  was  driven  back  again  by 
stormy  weather.  At  last,  however,  on  July  llUh, 
15.SK,  the  fleet  started  once  more  for  the  coast  of 
England. 

Even  the  bravest  Englishman  might  have 
trembled  a  moment  for  the  .safety  of  his  country 
when  he  looked  upon  that  crowd  of  mighty  ves.sels 
which  the  Spaniards  had  named,  in  their  pride, 
the  "  invincible  Armada,"  or  the  Un(M)nquerable 
Elect.  One  himdred  and  thirty-one  ve.sr.els  sailed 
together.  Tlnn'  carried  on  board  8,000  sailors  and 
17,000  soldiers,  with  85  surgeons  and  doctors  and 
ISO  jn-iests.  The  l)uke  of  Medina  Sidonia  was  in 
command  of  the  whole  fleet,  and  his  orders  were  to 
.sail  up  the  English  Channel  as  far  as  Dunkirk. 
Here  he  was  to  take  on  board  a  great  army  Avhich 
was  awaiting  his  arrival.  Then  he  Avas  to  sail 
into  th(>  mouth  of  the  Thames,  land  his  soldiers, 
and  there  remain  until  they  had  conquered  England 
and  made  it   one,  of  the  provinces  of  Spain. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  people  of  England  were 
watching  anxiously  for  thr  arrival  of  the  Spanish 
fleet,   and   making   every    preparation   to   resist    the 
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invasi.^n.     But   the  l.npcs  of  xW  Nvlmle  nation  ^vorc 
fastened    on    one    num.       That     n.an    ^vas     brane.s 
Dvake     ^vho    luul    tivst     shown    to    the    world    thi'.t 
Spain,'  n.i^^hty    as  she  was.    .-onld    y,^^   he    n.adv   to 
irenihle  at  the  coura-e  an<l  darin-  ot    Kn;d.sh  sa.lor.s. 
Fran.is  Drake  himself,  an.l  i.idee.l  most  hn-hshn.cn 
saw  that   there  was  only  one  way  hy  wh.<  h   hnoland 
conld  resist  the  power  of  Spain.      That   way  was  to 
prevent  the   Spanish  tieet    from   tm.ehm-  t^hc   coas 
I,f  En-land       If  onee  the  "  Invineihle  Armada     could 
land  ?ts  thousands   of  th.   hest  and  hravest  soldiers 
'n,  the  world  on   Kn-lish  soil,  the  <-onntry  w'ou Id  l.c 
in    terrible    danger.       But    England    ha(      ta.th    m 
Eraneis    l)rak<'.       Mighty    as    the    Spanish     Armada 
was,  Englishmen  were   ...ntident   that  the  man   who 
bad    hui-ned    that    other    Armada   m  Cadiz    harhonr 
coul.l  def.^n.l  the   white  walls  of  Englaiul   from   the 
Spanish  host  and  scatter  their  fleet  to  the  tour  wmds^ 
So   Eraneis   Drake   put  out  t«,  sea    with   a  small 
fleet  of  stur<lv  men-of-war,  and  sailed  ui*  aiul  down 
the  En.dish   Channel,  watehing  for  the  tlrst  glimpse 
of  the  Spanish  sails.     Day  after  day  he   pared  the 
deek   of  the    R<'v<nw   ^^'^<^    ^^^^^'^   imp=mentl^    over 
the  sea  for  a  sight  of  the  "  Invmcihe  Armada,    hut 
cverv   dav    his    eyes    met   nothing   hut   the   rolling 
waves   and    the    hlue    sky    ahove    thein.      ^ro^^H.ns 
beoan  to  fall  short  and  the  hungry  men  tell  sick   hut 
stm   the    Armada   did   not    come.      It   ^vas    w.umi|^ 
for   a   stiff  south-wc-st    hreeze    which   svonld    hear   it 
briskly  across  the  Channel :  hut  tor  many  days  there 
,,,.    i^veat    calm,   and   hardly   a    breath    o      wind 
stirred  "the   surface   of    the    water.       Drake    h.mselt 
thou.dit   that  the   Armada  must   have   started,  ami 
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lie  loii'^t'il  \'i>v  .1  ii'Xih-wcst  ItrtH'Zc,  s(i  iliat  ho  could 
meet  his  tiiciiiirs  Ix'turc  (hey  had  lost  si^ht  of  the 
S[>aiiish  (Miasi.  Still  the  wind  did  imt  rise,  iind 
hrakc  and  IiIn  iiicn  wrvc  halt"  siarviii-,',  tor  their 
Itriivisimis  wot  ncai-ly  cxhaiislcd.  At  last,  on  the 
l!llh  ot'  .liiK,  |.")SS,  a  ^'ood  sniith-ucst  lir<'f/.e  arose, 
and  hl'akc's  hopes  wei-e  dashed  to  the  unround. 
lie  eoiild  not  advance  in  the  teeth  f)t'  the  wind, 
and  he  could  not,  remain  stationary  as  Ids  vietuals 
wei'e  nearly  spent,  so  that  U(»thin'L,'  remained  hut  to 
retreat  to  the  Enj^Hish  |»ort.  Disappointed  and  au'U'-ry, 
Drake  once  more  appc'arcil  in  the  ))ort  ot"  Plymouth, 
and  on  that  same  day  the  south-west  l)reex(>  whieli 
had  driven  the  Kn,t;"iish  tleet  homewards  carried 
the  "  Invineilile  Armada"  triumphantlv  out  ot"  the 
Spanish    polls. 

Tt  was  the  captain  of  a  small  Scottish  vessel 
who  hroULjht  the  news  to  Plymouth  that  the  "  In- 
vineihle  Armada  "  was  approachin«:r.  He  liad  caut^dit 
siiiht  of  the  Sj)anisli  vessels  off  the  Lizard,  and  they 
were  sailini;-  u\)  the  Ku'^dish  Channel  with  the  south- 
wesier  tilliuLC  their  sails. 

When  the  S'ottish  captain  hrou;j^ht  his  startlin;^ 
news,  Franeis  Drake  and  the  other  captains  of  the 
Kui^lish  tlt'ct  were  ])layini.,^  a  game  of  howls  on 
PU'mouth  Hoe,  which  is  a  smooth  ^rreen  looking 
aci'oss  the  waters  of  Plymouth  Sound.  The  nohlest 
and  liravest  men  in  Kngland  suri'ounded  Drake  as  he 
rolled  the  wooden  lialls  acr(»ss  the  green.  l)y  his  side 
stood  Walter  Raleigh,  (^)ueen  Klixaheth's  handsome 
ia\ouriie.  Sir  Ki.  liard  (Irenville,  <i  splendid  old  seu- 
liero,  stood  wat(diing  th(^  game,  and  Lord  Howard  of 
Ertingham,  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  talked 
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tr.v.iiVMvlv  Nvith  ..tl.rr  l.rav.-  ..M  h.n.rs  su.'h  as  .lohn 
Hawkins,  Martin  Fr<.l.ish.r,  and  .l..lin  Davi.s. 

'ri,..s("  Av.-iv  tlu-  n.rn  Nvlu.  heard  tlu'  hasty  wnr.ls 
„!•  (  aptain  Fl. min-  as  he  tol.l  of  th.'  api'marh  .>!  thr 
,,,rniv  Thr  hurd  Hi-h  A(bniral  w.-aitrd  t..  start  nft 
.,,  ,,nrr,  hut  Drake,  with  his  usual  .o..!  .■..ura-.-,  said, 
'•  There  is  tini.-  to  tinisli  the  game  hrst  and  h.at  the 
Spaniards  atterwards."  The  other  captains  a-reed 
.villi  hrartv  lau-hter,  and  Avhile  the  Spanish  ships 
,lrew  near/these  Hn-lish  captains  finished  their  game 

ot    howls.  .  , 

Then  thev  went  .•aluilv  to  their  ships,  and  wi  li 
..verv  man  at  his  post  and  every  heart  ready  to  t.-ht 
till  death  tor  the  safetvand  honour  of  Kn-land,  the 
En'dish  fleet  sailed  ont  of  Plymouth  Sonnd  towards 
th.'^S-KUiish  fleet.  The  "  Invineihle  Armada  was 
sweepin-  np  the  Channel  in  the  form  ot  a  eres<ent. 
the  horn.-,  of  ^vhieh  were  seven  miles  apart. 

The  En-dish  vessels  lost  no  time  m  getting  to 
close  c.i^arteTs  with  the  enemy,  and  first  and  ton  most 
was  n-aneis  Drake.  The  Spanish  vessels  were  hug^. 
and  nnwi..l.lv,  while  the  Knglish  ships  were  light 
..,,,1  ,„„M  taek  and  turn  so  readily  that  they  eoul.l 
pour  hr..adsides  of  shot  into  the  ,memy's  hulks  hetore 
the.  Spanish  galleys  could  close  with  them  and  return 

tlu  ir  fire.  .  , 

Francis  Drake  hlled  the  S])amsh  fleet  with 
terror  His  stiirdv  vessel  dashe.l  across  th.-  v-.ves 
toward,  the  mightiest  Spanish  war-vesseK  and  alter 
pouring  lorth  a  storm  of  shot,  he  would  siiddenlv 
la.-k    and    speed    away    to    deal    destruction    to    an- 

other  foe.  ,  ,    , 

The   Duke  of   Medina  Sidonia,  who  commandeil 
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ilir  S|>,uii^li  Ariii.nl,!,  oliiytd  ilir  kiiiy's  ordtrs  mikI 
ii\tii(lr(|  .1  <4(ii(  r.il  ImIiIc  ill  iinlcr  t<»  iciili  Ihinkirk, 
wIh'I'i'  it    Lii'L;!'  S|..iiiisli  .iniiy  w.is  wjiiiiii'^  to  ifintoi'ic 

llilll.        'I'hf      i;il'_;lisli      tli<  I       iMlldWrd     llilll     dnsrly,     ;ll|(| 

thcv  ui  If  juiiifd  l.\  ;iii<it  Inr  flnt  iiiiilcr  Lnid  Siv- 
imnir.  Wlnii,  Imwi  \cr.  till'  S|i,iniiii'<ls  I'ciirlicd  iMin- 
kirk,  llir\  uiiiild  iioi  \.iii  lire  (lilt  to  sci  ,i'4iiiii.      hi'.iki' 

illld   \\U   trllow    (,l|lt;lillS   Wflr  iilixinlis    tii    ^^ct     tllclll    "'III 

Jit  ,iii\  cost,  and  tlir\  ,(t  last  hit  mmii  a  plan  t«»  do  so. 
That  plan  Was  to  send  tire  ships  into  the  midst  o|  tl:c 
Spanish  tlcrl  hrakc  oft'crrd  one  of  his  own  ships, 
and  si\(ii  more  wtrr  ihosm  tor  the  sai-ritirc,  Ilit'V 
Were  tillrd  with  tar,  powder,  and  oil,  so  that  thrv 
Would  hiii'ii  titr<ii\,  and  two  hra\<'  <ajitaiiis.  \  oiiiiLC 
and  I'rowsc.  volnntci  ffd  to  Irad  tlnin  closr  to  ihi' 
Spanish   vessels  and   to  set    tliein   on   tire. 

Short  Iv  after  niiihiiulit,  in  the  ahsoliitt>  dirkness 
of  sea  ami  skw  the  eii^ht  vessels  tioated  towards  the 
Spanish  ealleons.as  they  lay  tossing'  at  aiielior. 
Siuhleiilv  a  ui'<;it  hlaxe  of  li^ht  stalled  out  of  iho 
(kirkiiess.  and  it  was  tdllowed  hy  ani»t her  and  another 
until  eiu'ht  pile^  of  tlaiiie  ni(»ved  across  llu'  waves 
towards  the  Spanish  sliii)s.  Thiy  knew  that  AY 
J)i'(t(i(ii-  liad  iieeii  at  work  A  '4'"<'"'  panic  took 
possession  of  iheiii.  With  shoiits  of  horror  and 
disinav  tla  y  »  iit  their  cahles.  and  ship  after  ship 
was  home  1)V  the  wind  out  to  sea,  erashiiiL;-  against 
one  another  like  a  herd  of  tVightcued  cattle.  The 
tire-ships  had  missed  theii'  aim.  and  not  a  single 
Sjtanish  vessel  had  l^een  sel  alight.  Nevi'rtheless  the 
(iesireil  elleci  was  acine'\eii,  \<<\'  liie  invHU  li'ie  j.\.i- 
niada  "  was  thing  out    to  sea   in  wild  confusion. 

Now    hrake  took   tiie  lead,  and  dashed  after  ih.o 
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SiMMiMvls.  Tl..'  A'""'.'/'  '""•.•  .Inwn  silrntly  ni-n 
,l',.  y.n,  Mnrli,,.  tl.r  t!,.--sl,i,,  ..t  tl.r  I  »nkr  nt 
Mrdii.a     Si.lnni.i.       N-t      ni.iil     iImv     uciv    NsHl.ni 

..istui  shot    <rHi    i>'.'i<"'  ^'""^^'  '"'^  """   '"   '"■''• 

Y,^,,,,  ,,  ,,.,nl.l.'  I.nu.lsi.l.-  was  iMlllr.l  inin  tl.r 
SiMi.isl,   slii]..     As  II    slM,-4viv.l   iVoiu   111.    I.l'-vv,  ..nd 

,,     ..l,,„(l     ..t     sinnk.'    .■nvrlnp...!     tlir      li'rn,nl..      1  >rak.| 
,,,ssr(l   .m   In  alL.tli.T   -l'"!!.  of  Spa. .Is),  i;all.o,,s  ali.l 
;i,,,l,    will,    ll.r.n    in    ll.r    sanw    way.       rHl.in.l    Inin 
f,,ll,,wr.l     Frol.isli.T     HI     111.-     Trn,n>i>h     aiul     llaukll.s 
i„    ,1„.     Vnl,.r>/.    Aud    Willi     lli.-M-    ol.l     Drv.n.slmv 
,,,„„a.lrs      Diakr     shall. ■iv.l     th.'     lu.-hl  l.'st      .'I      til'" 
,>„<•... ys  warships      Thr  Spaiiianls  .h.l    n.-t    la.k    l..r 
,.,„„.;,„,.      Tli.-v    t..uuht    as   hravcly  as  Kraii.is   |)rak.- 
hilusHt.      Ahhou-h    the    Hn-lish   ships   tack.d   vmiimI 
,,lH,ut  tli.in  witl»  inarvcll..us  .-.•l.nty,  an.l  th.'  Kn-hsh 
.runn.Ms  .am.ona.l.d  th.>i.    vssrls  with  .l.-a.lly  .•fh'H, 
n.r  Spaiuanls  w<.ul.l  not   think  .»l  siinvn.l.r.      Knt. 
.,1  l,si    when  their  annimiiiti..n  was  cxliaustck  wh.'ii 
*,nany'<.f    tlirir    v.-ss.-ls   Im.l    sunk    and    th.ir    .l.'.ks 
wrr.'    stivwn    with    d.-ad    and   dyinir.    th.-y    saw   tliat 
idl   hope   was  l..st,  and  llie  adnnral  -ave  the  signal 

for  retreat. 

The  Kn-dish  eaittains  had  also  run  out  --t  pow.l.r 
,ni<l  shot,  so  that  Ihev  .hd  not   f.-ll-w  th.' Spaniards 
in   their  fli<dit.      T.nt  the  winds  an.l   llu'   waves  n-.w 
f<,u-ht  a-ainst  th.>  ]u.wer  ..f  Spain.     A  fearful  storm 
hrokc  over  llu'  English  Channel  and  the  X..rlh  Sea. 
The    Spanish    Armada   could    not    r."tm-n   south    t.) 
Spuhi,    but    was    (b-iven    northward     by    the    gale 
Tlie   lii'r-v    :ir:.l    '.niwiel.lv   gall.'ons,   the   r.'mnants  ot 
that    Arma(ki    whi.h    thV    Sj.anianls   had    so    vainly 
called  "Invineibl.',"  were  dashed  ..n  tl.e  ro.-ky  e<.asts 
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ol  I  >'i1ii".m1,  Sli'^it,  (liilu.iN',  iiiid  l\ci'i\.  MmsI  (if  ill*' 
\t-,s(ls  wtic  sli;ii  ti  red  til  |iif(cs,  :iti(l  lmii<lr<'<ls  nt' 
S|(.ini>li    M.li|iti-s    Wire    diuuiird    oi-    slaiP^ditfiTd    liy 

:lli'     wild      llisli     llilirs     ilitii     wllMsr     liailds     \\\r\      I'l'll. 

licss  ill. Ill    10, ()(»(>  null  ri'tiinird  t<i  llic  (••iiiiitrv    tioiii 


!. 
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A    UK.MNANT   OF   TllK    "  INVI  NCI  I5L1:    AUMADA.' 

wliifli  tlit'V  had  set  out  ill  all  tlic  j)rid('  and  nia^"- 
iiiHct'Ucc  (tt  tilt'  Sj)aiiisli  Annada.  Tlianks  to  Francis 
Drake  and  liis  hravc  coimadcs,  and  thanks  to  tlio 
tiii'V  of  wind  and  waves,  Enj^iand  was  once  more 
!!i   peace  ali<l  safety. 

THE     LAST    DAYS    OF     DRAKE. 

Tln'  (iileal  111  ilic  Aiiiiada  was  liie  crownni'' 
incident  in  the  life  of  Drake.  He  liad  now  reached 
his    hi''liest    fame    and    i;]orv.      His    life's   work   was 
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n.MM.n.plislu'd,  MU.l  tl..'  .v.nts  Nvlii-l,  ........  aft.T  ..v 

iiishrniti'-aiit    in  cniiipanson. 

(Mhrv   rxiMMlitinns    hr    L-l    a-aiust    tlM'    Spains. 
X.ssrssiuns  in  111.'  W.-st  In.li.s.uM.l  hr  lau-ht    Ku-dis  . 
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;i,i,,s  lu  1m.  fa.niliar  will,  tlios..  WrM.  n,  s.as  ul.irh 
hr  ha.l  l-.n  il,..  tirs!  Kii-li^ln"'"'  tn  .sp!  iv.  In 
thr  rn.l  nf  his  .lays  1.-  Was  l.usy  ti-l.tin-  a-aUist 
bis  oia  rn-iui.-  tl.r  Spanianls,  a...l  ...any  a  Spanish 
.„ll,,.,na.lr„  Wilh  stoivs  ..f  .irl.  t.vas.ir..  was  tM.v.d 
t"n    yirl.l    (o    tl.r    st.-nl.^'    l.aua    nf     l<.a.l.lS    Drab".       It 

was    in    on.,    nf   th.s..    ,.xp.dilinns    that    h-'  ...-l    h.s 
,l,.ath      Aft...-  ...any  wil.l  a.ivn.t.i.vs,  h.s  ..s.ial  --mmI 
f„,„ui..  s..r,„r.l  to  h'avr   hi....       His   ..mL   W.v  hratr,, 
U,rk  hv  t)i..  Spaniai-.ls,  n.aiiy  of  t ».-■...  w.v  st.i.kni 
Uown  hv  the  .Ira.lly  ••liiiiat..  of  th.-  So„th  A.n.n.an 
,oast.an.htoa.ia  to  his   .lan-r.-,   fo..l   wvath.r  a.-osr 
,uul   .h-oV(.   his  ships  into  the  Mos.pnt..  (lul!    whr.v 
lio  haa   to  take   sh.'Urr    h.hii.a   a   littlf    islan<l.      No 
spot   ill    the   Wrst    In.ru'S    is  ...oiv    lovely    than    th." 
,;,-.,l^,„„,|,.,„a   .,f    ,h,.     Mos.piito    (Jnlf.        Ihe    h.ha-e 
isrich  an:l  Inx.n-iant,  and  the  n.ost  -<.r-en„s  th.we.s 
s,.,.n.   to  n.ake   the  place  a..    eartl-.!y   pa.a.l.s.. 

lint     this   o.nwai-a    h.veliness   hi.les    the    deadly 
poison  whieh  rises  hito  the  atn.ospl.e.v  f.-on,  the  so, 
iK-neath        As    l).-ake's  boats  saih-l  into  the  h(.aiit.liil 
creeks  in  seaivh  of  f.vsb  tVnit.  l.onihle  reptiles  cnpi 
out   of    a    slin.e,    reekin-    with    iv.ison.a.s     vapon.-. 
Drake's    n.en    .Iroppv..!    one    by    one,    and    at    last 
Drake   biniself   was  attacked    with    .lysent.'ry.      I  he 
wind    ren.aine.l    contrary,    and    kept    the...    cl..sc    f. 
the    deadly    sh.Mv.       When   at    last    it    cban-ed.    and 
I,,,,,,  then;   ont   into   the  open    sea,  it   can.e  too    ate. 
Tbo  brave  seaman  who  had  never  been  dannte<l  hy 
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liKH'tal  lor  \v;is  ;it  liisl  c ,| u ji icn'(l.  aiid  he  l;iy  \v<';ik 
i(!i«l  liflplrss  oil  his  (l.atli-lifd.  Oil  the  •2Sili  (it 
.laiiiiai'V,  wlirp  his  \'csscl  was  .uiihort'd  ntt  I'urli) 
Hrlhi,  h<'  was  sci/fil  with  a  <K'hriiiiii.  11<'  ai'osc 
!V..iii  his  hcd  and  cImiIiimI  himself,  and  calh'il  U'V 
his  itvnis  with  wihl  wnls,  which  mad*'  liis  conn'adcs 
shu(hh'r.  Tlirn  liis  fury  passed  fv<»ni  him,  and  h«' 
was"  ltd  hack  !<>  !"'d,  and,  at  Icnuth,  iicaccfnlly  and 
quietlv,  the  hern  of  a  liuiuhvd  ti^'hts  ^mvc  out  his 
last    hi-calh. 

His  ^o.l,-  was  j)laccd  in  a  leaden  eolHn  and 
<'arrij'<l  ■  'eai;'ue  out  to  sea.  Then,  amid  tnunpet 
lilasts  a  ;.i  the-  roar  of  cannon,  the  coinrades  who 
loved  him  as  a  hero,  cast  his  hody  to  tiie  deep. 
Two  shi])s  tor  which  there  was  no  turther  need 
weie  sunk  on  ea<;h  side  of  him,  and  then  the  fleet 
went  its  way  sadly.  !eavin,i;-  their  «(reiit  captain 
idnnu  in  his  ocean  <;'rave. 
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THE     DEFENCE     OF     EN  U  ?5M     LrJERTY. 

Onh    ..f    ilu'    I'lost     iinpnrtant     laws    l.iid    <l<'\vn 
M.mna  ('liavta    was  llial    the    kin-   mvisL    ii"l    nl,i,- 

11 11)1  icy    liv    t ax- 
il,M-    the    ))c(i|)lc 
witlumt  iluTou- 
scnt    •>!'    ruiTia- 
iiiciil.  As  Simon 
(Ic  Montt'ort  liad 
wisely  said, ill" 'SO 
\vli(i     pay      the 
money    have    a 
ri'^ht  to  say  how 
much  ihey  shall 
pa\ .  and  how  the 
iiionev   shall    he 
spent.       1)111  al- 
thoiiiihthisuood 
law      was      well 
known  to  every 
Kiii:lish       kin;4', 
some     of    them 

,lis..h,-ved     it     when     it     suited     them    to    .In    so 
I'arliamenl  was  not   always  stron-  eiioii-h   to  d- 


in 
I  in 


.InllN     li\Mn>!:N 


its  ri<dits  against  poweiliU   Knigs,  audi   the    hn 
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|i(i)|)lc  rniild  not  iiluays  tiiul  a   leiidcr  Kravi'  ('nniii;h 
to  cliaiiiiMnii  tlu'ir  cause. 

At  last,  ill  tlir  ivi'^ii  of  <'liai]fs  I.,  a  (•(UiiitiT 
^rciitlciiiaii.  uitli  iii>  ]Mi\vi'r  in  tlu'  laud  cxfcii.  that 
ot' a  i^i'-'d  iiuiiii'  and  t'aiin',  stood  oiil  tVoiii  aiiion^'st 
his  ciiuut  r\  iiKii  to  hravc  tlio  wrath  of  an  otteiidcd 
kiui;".  lie  assoi'tcil  that  th<-  i'liiuli^h  iicoplc  could 
iioi  lawt'ulh'  he  taxcfi  without  the  consent  ot 
raiTiauicnt.  aud  tha,  no  !'!n  di>h  Idiiu'  had  a  fiuhl 
to  disohcN'  the  lawswi'ittcu  down  in  Mairna  Chaita, 
Of  in  the  other  ^I'cat  charters  and  statutes  ot 
Kimland.  This  l)ra\-c  gentleman  and  i;-ood  cili/en 
was  John    Iiani]»dcn. 

Charles  I.  was  hy  no  means  the  worst  ot  KnL;lish 
kind's.  Inilc.'d,  he  possessed  many  i^ood  ((ualities 
which  fitted  him  to  wear  the  KnL;iish  crown  with 
di'^nitv.  rnfortmiately  his  conduct  in  the  puhli(^ 
affairs  of  his  kinc;'<lom  was  not  at  all  in  keenin,!^^ 
witli  the  virtue  of  his  private  hfe.  lie  wa-  untriith- 
ful.  olistinate  and  narrow-minded:  he  made  ])romises 
which  he  hroke  as  soon  as  made,  and,  aho\-e  all, 
he  had  no  respect  for  th*^  old  laws  and  liliiities 
of  the  Kn.nlish  people.  whi<-h  he  had  promised  to 
preserve.  lie  soon  aroused  the  disj)leasure  of  his 
|)Co))le  hv  ta.xin^^  thum  without  the  consent  ol 
rariiament.  The  Parliament  issued  a  protest,  hut 
the  kini,'  iy'uorcd  it  and  eoimnitted  some  of  the 
memhers  to  prison.  In  this  way  he  was  twice  u'liilty 
of  lireakinu'  the  laws  of  the  country,  for  in  Ma^-na 
Charta  it  is  laid  down  that  "no  Freeman  shall  he 
taken  or  imprisoned  mdess  hy  the  lawful  judii-nient 
of  his  poors  •■]•  !'V  tl-e  law  of  tlie  land/' and.  agaiii. 
that    "no  seuta;.4e  or    aid  shall   ho   imposed    in   our 
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kin<j<]()ni   cxcrpt    by    iIk;    ( 'oinnii'U   Cumiril    nt    tlio 

Heuliii." 

When  Cliarlt^s;  s<'ut  nt  his  slicritVs  and  oHicrvs 
to  collect  tlu'  illc^'.-il  tax  called  t  unna-v  and  ponndauc, 
most    (if   the    pc<.|)]c    ])aid   the   nionoy   I'rcause    tluy 


ciiAiiias  1. 

(/•■,v,Hi  ;;,.'  M,-'^.i;„f  ■/./.  s,„;ih.  .'//■    r.. .  /!;/>;,.) 

did  not  daiv  olVcnd  the  king.  Ono  niai:.  however 
there  was  who  was  hold  eiKUiuh  to  stand  Uj.  lor 
his  eonntrys  ri-hts  When  .lohn  Hanipden,  a 
Buekin'^hantsliire  sijnire,  w.is  snnniioned  to  ])ay  his 
siiarc  ofllu'  money  denumdi'd  hy  the  king,  he  reiuscd 
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to  <_j-iv»'  a  fiirlliiny'.  W  lien  lif  was  asked  tlif  i-oason 
')f  liis  I'ttiisal  In-  aiiswcrcd  caliiily  and  tcarlt'ssly 
tli;it  lie  was  atVaid  m)  lifiir^'  douii  a  ciivsi'  upon 
liiiiisclf  liv  disMlii-vinu-  MaLiiia  Chai'ta.  Km-  lliis 
l)ra\t'  answer  li<'  was  iimiifdialflv  arrested,  and 
closely   im prison" mI. 

The  man  who  tlnis  took  upon  liinisclt'  to 
(•liallen'4-i'  the  tyi-,,nny  of  tlu'  kinir  \\':i>^  pivvionsly 
without  l;inio.  His  personal  tViends  knew  him  as 
u  connti'V  uvntloman  who  led  a  ([niel  and  i)e.ice- 
t'nl  lifo  npon  his  laruv  estates  in  llufkittLrhamshin', 
and  as  a  hard-working  Memher  of  rarlianient  wlio 
had   never  attra<'ted  any  irreat    pulilie  attention. 

John  llamjMleii  was  h-  ni  in  l.")!>4,  in  the  rei^-n  of 
James  I.  He  was  deseendeil  fi'oiii  a  L;-ood  old  IJnekiim- 
hamsliire  faniilv,  and  inherited  his  fathers  estates  at 
an  earlv  a^c.  H<'  wa^  educated  at  t he  ;_;rannnar  sch<»ol 
of  Thame,  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  ti ft et'ii  years  ot 
a'4v,  he  went  to  Magdalen  CoUei^e  in  tlie  I'niversity  of 
Oxford,  wliere  he  v'-iin*''!  some  distinetion.  Wlieii 
he  was  nineteen  years  old  lie  heeame  a  student  ot 
law  at  the  Inner  Temple.  Londi>n,  and  ho  studied 
with  so  mueh  diliijence  that  ho  iiecame  thorougldy 
acipiainted   with  all   tlie  jirineijiles  of  Knylish   law. 

At  this  lime  of  his  life,  when  ho  was  in  the 
first  <j:Iow  and  huoyancy  of  youni,^  manhood,  he 
entered  a  t^^ood  deal  into  the  pleasures  of  life,  hut 
as  he  heeame  older  and  more  thou^-htful  a  clianu'e 
took  place  in  his  diaracter.  "On  a  sudden,"  says 
tlie  liistorian  Clarendon,  "from  a  life  of  ei-eut 
pleasm-e  and  licence,  ho  retired  to  ext rat »rdi nary 
soiirietA  an<l  sirii-lness,  to  a  nioro  reservc.i  iuui 
niulaueholv    soeiety."       At     this    timt;    he    married 
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Kli/aliitli  SviiM  "1,  ,1  lady  «'l  uTf.ii  virtue,  ti»  wIumh 
]u'  was  pa^sintiatcly  atta<lH''l,  Tliri'c  is  no  doiilit 
that  ill  tlif  piai-ct'iil  jtlcasiirrs  i>t'  lioinc-Iii't'  Ik-  Icariit 
to  (losj)is<'  the  folly  and  vi^'ioiisncss  o|' Kiii!^' .laiin's's 
Court.  He  retired  to  liis  estates  in  liiickinuhaiii- 
sliiiv  and  spent  liis  days  in  doniestie  peaee,  culti- 
vatiiiL;-  the  land,  and  adtlin;^  to  his  stoek  of  leaniiiiL;' 
liv   reading"   the   L;"reat    masters   of  lit''rature\ 

Vet.    in    spite    of   the    ejiaiiuo    in     his    charaeter, 
he   preserve(l,'   sa\s    ('jareiidon.   "his    own    natural 
eheerfiilness  and    vivacity,   and.  aliove   all.  a    flowing- 
courtesy  Lo  all   men."' 

Alter  a  while  he  eame  to  see  that  he  liad  a 
hinhcn'  duty  in  life  tliaii  the  cultivation  of  his 
estates  aiitl  the  ac([uisit ion  of  learnin-^.  lie  felt 
tliat  he  ouj^iit  to  take  a  share  iiv  the  jiuhrK;  work 
of  the  countrv,  and  tor  this  puri)ose  he  entered 
I'arliameiit.  He  took  his  seat  in  the  House  ot 
("oiiiiiions  in  .laiuiary,  !»i21,as  iiieiiilier  for  \Ven<lov(>r. 
From  that  time  foru.ird  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
interests   of  his   country.      11''    di<l   not   endeavour  to 

attract    IMlhlic    notice    hv    H'reat     speeches,    hut     he    Was 

alua\s  to  he  loiuid  in  his  j»la<'e,  I'eady  to  \-ote  in  a 
yood  cause,  and  working  <|uietly  and  industriously. 
At  last,  as  we  ha\e  seen,  he  was  hold  enoUL;ii  to 
incur  the  kinu's  wrath  hy  refusing'  to  pay  the  money 
which  was  illegally  demaiiiled  wiihinU  the  c<ins"nt  ot 
Parliament. 

lie  was  kept  a  pi'isouer  for  some  time  at  a  placid 
in  Hampshire,  until  the  kiiit;-,  wishinn'  to  \rin 
hack  tlie  favour  of  the  peojile,  ordere(l  hir,  release. 
In  tJ!:'  n!'';!n  wliili',  I'owever  Kinj^"  ('hji.rles  wa.s 
still    fiirthia-    enraging   the    English    people    l»y    liis 


^:]■l 


i<irNi»i;i;s   oi'    I'di:    empire. 


r 


ill 


iml.iw  fill   .iihI    t  \  r.iiiiii'-.il   ;i'-lions.      At    la^t   lie  could 

not      (ilil.lill     sllliirirlll       illnlH   V      llV      ilic,^ill      IIICMIIS,    UIkI 

111'  \\i>  iilili'^vil  i<i  viiiiiiiinii  iiiMitln'i'  I'ai-li.-mu'iit  t<> 
t-iMiit  liiiii  ii  fiv^li  supply.  Ill  l'i'2s  the  Parliaincnt 
a^^riiililiil  niH'.-  iii:.,'c.  aiul  .loliu  ]Iaiii])(l<'n  was 
;,,_,•., ill   ,1    111 'imIkt    I'lir   till'    Imu'oiiliIi    ot    WcikIowt. 

Ni.  MinMri-  hid  the  Ta  I'lia  UH 'll  t  iiirt  tliau  thcv 
iiiiiiiidiaiiK  cailcil  upnii  till'  kini;'  to  rcdffss  tlie 
L;rir\aiiri's  uliiili  aillictcd  tin-  nation.  'I'licy  drrw 
up  a  laliiiiii-,  d(.;iiiiH'!il,  lalird  the  rctitioll  of  lli^'llt, 
wliidi  ivipiiivil  lilt'  kiiiL:'  to  raise  \\n  taxes  without 
thr  riillsi'ilt  (if  I'ai'iiaiiiciit,  tn  iiii|)risnii  iio  uiau  tov 
i-i Tii-iiiU  ti'  pi\  uiijiist  taxes,  or  without  a  trial, 
;iii(l  In  pill  a  stop  lo  the  Miaiiv  ille;4'al  pfaetiees 
which    he   had   piriiiiited. 

Alter  minh  dejav  and  yreat  ohjeetion  oil  tlio 
p.irl  ot'  the  kiii^',  he  was  ohlj^ed  to  L;ive  his  assent 
\n  ih.ii  taiiioiis  Petition  of  lli.uht.  l)Ut  now  tlio 
rarlianieiit  and  l''nL;li^ii  peo])le  heyaii  to  learn  llio 
value  ot'  the  kiu'^'s  word.  Xo  sooner  had  he  <4i\-en 
his  most  sacred  and  soleniu  promise  to  ohey  the' 
artiiles  ol'  the  I'etiiion  than  he  ii^nored  almost  all 
of   them. 

W  hell  I'arlianient  next  met  they  were  in  no  tj^ood 
humour  with  the  kiu'.^-.  They  made  an  en(juiry  into 
the  matter  of'  tunna^-e  and  pouiKlai^v,  and  siinnnoned 
t]i<'  otlicers  of  the  ('iisjom  House  to  the  har  of  the 
Mouse  of  (  ommons  to  he  examined.  ( )ne  <tt  the 
..Kiii'iers,  Sir  John  l''liot,an  ijitimate  friend  of  Hamp- 
den, denounced  the  tax  as  hein,L;-  contrary  to  the 
Knulish  law.  and  retpiested  the  H<»u.se  of  Conunons 
to  pass  a  re.sohition  to  that  etii'ct.  Tlu-  Speaker,  how- 
Qver,  di.sgraein^-  himself  hy   for.u^ettin^'  the  privileges 
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<)(   rarliaiiH'nt,   said    tlmt    lli-'   Uinu'  1i.«'l    <'nimii.m(l.'l 

llilll     t(.     |.ll!     no    s\l.'!l     (|ll(Sli.'ll     l'>    ;lir     Vntr. 

Al  tliCM'  wnnK  a  vinlmi   and  rxt  ra-nluMvy  s.vnc 
l.M.k  j.larr.     Til.'  ilcnruttlH'  H-'H^''  <'t  CmuiK.u^  was 


TTTR   SPrAKFIl    TIEI.D    HOWN    IX    HI^   CIIAIK. 

locked,  nK'niLers  dciiouiKed  tlie  dis-i-a.-.,fnl  unr.ls 
which  had  htrii  uttrrcd  hy  thr  Sp.aker.  and  two  of 
them,  named  VaU'Utino  and  Holh>,  h.d.l  the  S|  rakn- 
down  in  his  ehair  hy  main  toree  while  8n-  John 
Eliot's  resolution  was  ivad,  amidst  loud  shouts  and 
a  great  tunudt. 

Shortly  utUr   this  scene   King  Charles  dissolved 
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I'.trli.lllKllt  ,     ;ll|t|       lie     iillfc      lliolr       lil'okc      till'     aSSflll 

wliich  lie  li.id  L;i\iii  Id  the  rriition  dl  lii^lil,  l-y 
llirnuiiiL;' Sir  .Inlm  \\\'\n\  .hkI  m-wimI  nihcr  iii(-'iiii>ci's 
(•!'  I'iiiTiaimiit    into   pi'isnu. 

Jdliii  lliiiii|>ili'ii  anaiii  V(tir('<l  iiiti>  tlic  (•••imify, 
;iih1  \'i>v  tlcMii  ycais,  diiriiiu'  wlii'li  tin:  kiiiudniii 
i-ciiiaiiiL'(l  williiiiit  a  rarliaiiH'iit,  In-  s|iciit  his  days 
in  study  ami  rural  duties  nu  liis  nufkiiii^liauisliire 
estate.  I'"i"iu  this  jieacet'ul  retreat  he  wrote  uialiy 
lettei's  (if  eiinsdlatiiiu  .lud  a(i\i<'e  to  his  uiit'ortuuato 
and  nohlij  iVieud  Sir  .hilui  Kliot.  Thest;  letters  are 
still  preserved,  and  are  heaiitil'ul  (,'\aiu|»]es  of  the 
]>iely,  wisdeiii,  aff((tinn,  and  true  iiehility  of  .h>hii 
Ihuilixlen. 

|)uriiii;'  the  elexcii  yea^  which  followed  the  dis- 
solution of  I'arlianieni,  ( 'hai'les  1.  eontiiuied  his  e\il 
course,  lie  made  a  favourite  of  Thonias  Went  worth, 
Karl  of  Sti'afford,  a  man  of  i^r(  at  ahility,  hut  with  a 
cruel,  un]irincii»le(h  and  hateful  clijiracter.  He  was 
a|>])ointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  where  he  coni- 
miited  a  ;^reat  numher  of  crimes  and  governed  with 
al>on\inahle  cruelty  and  injustice.  He  was  the  worst- 
I  iHU'.sellor  whom  ( 'hai'les  could  lia\i'  chosen,  and  he 
urged  the  kinu'  to  do  without  rarlianieiit  altoL^ether, 
and  to  ;.';o\ern  the  coiuitry  hy  means  of  a  [)owertul 
army. 

l'rom})te(l  hy  Sii-  W.  Noy,  AttoriKy-CJeiieral,  l\ing- 
( 'harles  resohcd  to  put  a  new  lax  upon  his  ])eople. 
This  tax  was  called  "ship-money,"  hecaiise  it  re(piii'ed 
the  principal  towns  and  counties  of  Kninland  to  provide 
mon('\  for  iaiildmi^  ships  of  war.  Ne\er  heiore  had 
ihe  inland  counties  of  England  heeu  ealled  upon  to 
iiuiii^h  shi[)s.     h  was    well  known  also  ihat  it  was 
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,all(d"Nliil»-iii<.n.'\"tnr  ,1  pretext,  jind  tliat  the  iiu.noy 
wniil.l  iv;,IIv  tin.i  its  uay  int..  tlir  kii>-"s  private 
tivasury.  i>ut  lM'y..ii(l  llVis,  it,  was  iittrrly^  ille,-:al, 
for  it  was  (lriiian(ie'l  witlmiit  tlir  .niisriil  -.1"  Tarlia- 
uient,  una  uas  therctnre  a  vi..lali..u  ..f  the  Petition  of 
Ki-'lit.  At  lliis  n.w  tvranny  on  the  part  of  tlio  kin;^, 
the  i.c..ple  of  Kn-huul  wen;  lillod  with  (■xrit..niont 
and  an-.r,  hnt  as  y.-t  th.y  did  not  dan-  to  hrrak 
out    in  opm   renionstranro. 

On,,  man,  however,  was  hold  enou-li  t..  resist   this 
fiesh    injusti.'e.     Th."   <-hainpi..n    of    Kn-lish    lihrrty 
was    a'^ain    dohn    Hatnpden,    who    vefus.d    to    pay   a 
p,.nny''of  th.-  twenty  shilling's  whi<'h  was  demanded 
tVom'him  as  his  sliare  of  the  "  sliip-money."     It,  must 
1k>  elearlv   understool   that    Hampden  did  lu.t  resist 
,],r    U.K    because    he    did    not    Want    \o    part    with    the 
money       He     was,    indech    a     wealthy     man,    an.l 
twent'v    shillin«4S    would    have    made    no    ditk-renee 
to    Id's     worldiv    eomtort.      He    refused    to    pay    it 
hceanse  he  determined  to   uphold    the    Kn-hsh    law 
a.r,dnst    a    tvraiit.      He   knew   that    if   he   retuse.l   he 
NN.juld   l.e   hrou-ht    t..  trial,  and  he   hoped    that    his 
\niWs     wouhl    he    hones-     enou-h    to    de.-lare    that 
ihe'^kin--  had  a.-ted  contrary  to  the  law  ot  the  land. 
When  the    Knulish   people   h^ard   that    <.no    man 
had   Imvu  found  hold  enou-h  to  resist    the  j.ayment 
of 'ship-monev,"  .lolm  Hampden  h,..aine  a  hero  m 
their  eves.     '"  Till  this  time,'  says  Clarendon,  "he  was 
rather  of  reputation  in  his  own  country  than  ot  pul.lic 
discourse  or  fame  in  the  kin-.bm :  l>ut  then  ho  grew 
the  ar'tnivnt    of  all    ton<ruos,  <'Vcrv  nun  m  iiurin:,' 
who  ami  what  lu-  Nsa.  that  <hirst,  at  his  own  charge, 
support  the  lihertv  and  prosperity  ot  the  kingdom. 
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Wlii'ii  tlif  t  ,isc  (uiiio  Uji  lii't'dfc  till' ( 'oiirl  <»!"  l']\- 
tIn'(liiiT.  till'  ulmli'  ii;iliiiii  u.iiti'<l  aii\ii>iis|y  t'lT  tlu' 
(It'i-isimi  of  till'  Jud^^fs.  At  last  tliuv  <^n\i'  \\u'\y 
jiid'^mt'iit.  l''i\i'  <>t"  lliL'  jii(l_L,''cs  wore  in  favour  of 
Haiiijxk'ii.  TliL!  roiiiaiiiiii;^  seven  said  that  the  kiiiL,' 
was  ill  the  ri^hl.  <>l'  cDiir^e  tln'  iiiaj<»rity  (l<'<i<le(l 
the  case,  and  .lohii  llaiiipdeii  was  (irderel  to  pay 
the   tax. 

I.iki'  ;i!i  hoiioiii'alili'  citi/ni,  .lohii  llaiii]>dcn 
paid  till'  liiiilli'\.  Ill'  had  appraird  to  the  law,  hut 
whi'ii  111'  toiiiid  that  the  law  had  drrlarcd  a,iL,'aiiist 
him,  hi'  olirscd  tin'  juduiii'iit  loyally.  Nevertheless 
he  knew  that  the  seven  jnd;4es  liad  eiven  this  decision 
heeaiis;'  the\  wei'e  atVaid  of  the  kint^^'s  anu'er,  and  he 
I'esoKed  t.i  |)ro\e  in  sj)ite  of  them  that  the  kin;^"  had 
no  ])oWei'  to  tax  the  people  without  the  eonselit  ol 
rarliaiiii'iit. 

Indeed,  allhoii^ii  the  m.ijoi'ity  of  jildt^'es  had  de- 
cided a^'aiiMt  him,  he  had  kindled  a  s[)ii-it  of  resist- 
ance in  the  nali  111.  ••  The  jiideineiit ,"'  says  ('la)'endon, 
"  j)roved  of  more  ad\,in!a'4e  and  credit  to  the  v^entle- 
miii  ciiiidi'iiini'd  til, in  to  the  kind's  ser\ice."  Also, 
diirin'4  the  trial  he  had  shown  so  much  coiD'a^'e,  ;4ood 
si'lise,  |),it  I'i'it  i^m.  and  lili'd<-,t  \  that ,  instead  ot  heinLjan 
unknown  c(iiinir\  i^entleinan  as  iHlore,  his  rejMitatioii 
now  I'cached  a  •j;r-:\\  liei-^ht,  and  he  hecanie  the  most 
popular  man   in  the  coinitiy. 

When  larlianient  was  a^J^ani  summoned,  John 
Hampden  took  his  place  as  memhei'  foj-  lUickinu^- 
hamshire,  and  t'roni  that  day  until  his  death  he  de- 
voteil  liimst^lf  with  all  hi-  heart  and  .strengtli  to 
the  interests  of  his  country. 

Ijord  Chireudoi),  who  favoured  the  cause  of  King 
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riiarlcs,  li;is  \r\'\  M  iviiiiuk.ilil<'  l.-iiui- iiy  to  tlic 
;,l,ilit\  all'.l  lini.lr  rlianutcl-  '"f  his  jH.litical  .  Iipoliclit, 
.JdIhi    llainptli'ii  :    - 

•'Wi.rii    tlic    rarliaiii.iit    Ur-aii    (Ihhiu     ivttini.'(l 
kni»--lil  oftlir  shiiv  I'm-  iIm-  (<.iiii1\  wli.iv  lir  lived)  llic 
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oyos  (.f  all  ni.'ii  wrvr  Wwd  »>ii  liiiii  a^  tlirir  ihirrio' 
p,ifn-,-A\n\  tlu'])iln1  tlial  nm>t  slccr  tlir  vessel  thn-ii-h 
tiio  tciiipfsts  aiul  nx-ks  \\\\\r\\  tiirral.'iifd  it.  And 
I  am  pcrsuadrd  liis  power  and  interest  at  that  tinx' 
v.'as  (greater  to  d<»  ,uo<>d  or  hnrt  than  any  man's  in 
the  kin,u-d<)m  or  than  any  man  of  liis  rank  bath  had 
in  anv  time:  fur  his  reputation  of  liouesty  was 
universal,  and  his  affections  seemed  so  pul)liely  <,nuded 
that   no  corrupt  or  private  ends  could  bias  them." 
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l;{s  vnrM>i.i;N   <•'    '"'i-    imi'IKK. 

N,,    s.M.ih  r    li..'!    tin     r,Mli,nii.-ut    ni.'t    iImh   it    im- 

..,,|r,^     lin-l.f     \,!li.l,     lllr    r..l||,lrv     U.ts    ,UM-.MllilPJ         Tllr 
tilNl     iirlinl,    Mt      ill'       111.   llll.rls    U..S     |n     i  1 1 1 1  ><  ■;!.  1 1    Tl  l< 'I  I  lil  S 

W'.iiiuMiili.   K.irl    -'I    Sinitl'.-nl,  ..n   ,-.   clur-v  "f   lii-h 
t,,,,v,„,        II. '  Uii-  l.n.iivlit    U|.  !..  til.'  l.;ir  "t   ill.'  Ilnllsc 
,,t(', .111111. .11^.   ;m'l    .li.>i-.'l   \\i'li     ll"'    '"■'">■    ■'"'^    ;'' 
t\i;iiiiiy  .iii.t  ur..ii-.l.'iii-  \^lii-li  l'«'  li'"'  '"niiiiitt.<l  m 
hvjali.i    ^ili'l    .■K..wli.iv.       Til.'     c.irl    l.l.n.l.il    lli.it    li.' 
li,,,l   ,„tr.l   wiili   ill.'  .■..ii-.iit    .iiiM    (■n.-..Mr.i,L:viifi>t    "t 
Kinu  (li.iii.s.    'I'll,  iv  wjv  in.l. •.•.!,  s.. III.' tniih  in  tliis, 
1,111    ii    di.l  II.. I  siv.'  til.'  kinu's  minist.r  tr.-iii  iii.'.'tii!,Lr 
ih..    j.uni^lmi.'iH     uhi'li    lli<'    l';n'liiiin.'iil    .■..iisidcn-d^ 
,lii..   1..  liiv  .I'iiii.'s.      Kin-  <'li;irl.'s  dis.^ni.'.'d   liinis.lt 
Inr  ,.\..r  l.v  d.s.  rliii-    lii^    tav.mril.'  in   tli.-  lioiir    <>( 
|,i.    n.'.'.l  .iihI   1h'    si.uiH'.l    111.'  d.'itili-w.in'.r.it    ..r   lli.- 
111,. 11    wli..    li.id    s.TVf.l   liiiii   "lily  1«M.   fnillifiiliv. 

Tliis  l'arli;iiii.'iit,  wlii.li  was  .'ail.'.l  tii"  -  L.-n-- 
r,.rliaiii.iit;'  l...';iiiM'  it  r.'ui.iiu.'d  in  \n>\u-v  tor  iiiih- 
trni  v.'ai's,  .'.'niinn.'.l  tli.  u<Tk  ..f  r.'dn'ssin-  iIh' 
n,,ti,,i',>  Mri..v;in.'.s.  (Iradnally,  liowwcr.  many  of 
,1„.  ,,„.inl..i's  r.l.nt.'.l  lo\v;ird>  Kin-'  C'liarl.'s.  Thry 
ll.niiuiil  lli.'V  ha. I  Ih'.ii  t....  s-'V.'iv  uilli  liini,  ;tiid 
tlul'a^  li.'  was  kin-,  li.'  lia.l  a  H-lit  t.'  l-'liaw  in 
uImI  niann.T  il  i-La^..!  liini.  I'.y  d.'-iv.'s  \\u-  11. ms" 
o|C..nini..ns  was  divi.l.'d  inl..  tw..  iMi'ti.'s— lli"^'-  wli.. 
tlinu-lit  til.'  kin-  <'n.-lii  to  liavc  ni.-iv  lilnTty  ot 
;,,  lion,  an.t  iIk's.-  wIl.  .-.uild  no  lon-vr  trust  the  king 
wIh'U  ih.'y  r.'in.nilM'r.'d  liow  oft.n  lu-  had  hrokeu 
liis  most  s..l.'mn  |.r..mis('s.  Th.'  Icadrr  ..f  tlio  latter 
parly  was  .l.)lin  liam|..l.'n.  il.-  and  his  comrades 
saw'  that  tli.-  kin-  was  still  .•oiitinuin-  in  liis  evil 
>vavs.   and    thai    he  was   delermined  not    In  respect 
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tl...    ;nl\i.r    of    l,i.    I',.lli.llllr..t     -  T    ll,r     l.lV.     <A     tl,r   1,.1mI 

u.Hl.itlnn,.iinol  il,..(;r.n..lK.n,n„vtnm.r.  h.  il.is 
,,,un„.tn....-'tl..v  ^.1  forth  .11  tl.r  u..in-t  m.hI  .1!.-,.! 
„,,i,,ns  wl.i.l,  1,,h1  l....iMon,initt.-.l.lun.,-il...i.i.-->l- 

i„...   tit,...,,    N,..,rs,  nll.l    ill   rnur\u^\nu    t  1  M  ■  V   •  ■, ,  Mv.,!  . '.  I    tl,r 

Uinu-   1"   .  inploy    niii.i^trr.  in    \vli"i>i   tl'-   r:.ilnu.i.iit 

rollld    (  oIiThK'. 

A  stonnv  .lolNitr  took  pin-.'  i'l  l';irli,.lil.  lit  uhni 
.Inlu,  ll.tniMl.n  nii.l  lii^  tri.n.U  i.iv.h.ImI  tl,o  «inu..l 
l!.nio„st  nnM..  lo  !„■  N,i,rtio„r.|  l.v  il,.'  li-us..  ot 
('onni.oi.v       So    -ivnt     w.-.s    tl,.'    .■v.t-.n.i.t    ;.ih1    -, 

divi.lr.1     tlir     o,m,ioMs     of      tl,r     llir.l.l.rs     tl„.t      t.l.llV 

,,f  ,lH,n  w.iv  on  tlir   i.oii.t   ..f  .-.•.ultiii-  ....1,   oth.r. 

An     rVr-uitncSS     of     this     Viol.l.t      S..1.C     ivL.t.s     ilui 

'•  W.'Iki.I  sli.iiilH.i  our  swords  in  «;m1i  o,l,.r.s  Im.w.Is 
|,,..,1  ,,.,,  ,1„,  s.,o;,.it.v  iu.a  -ival  ralinnrss  of  Mr. 
llaiii]Ml.'ii   |.r.\riit.'(l  it. ' 

'n,,.  (1.  I.nt.'  l.ist.d  frnni  uinr  in  tlir  inorniu--  <'t 
,1„,  -Jlst  of  NovrinKrr,  MAO,  until  two  o-.lo.U  on 
,1,..  foil, .win-  niori-in-  I"  -"ti.'liisi-n.  '1"'  <'i'""l 
i;,,„onstrun.r  was  pass..!  h.v  a  niaj-nity  ot   ...ily  nnio. 

Shortly    att.'r    thr    imssin-    <-t     this    ^mMh-s.    thr 


kiii'i  a<l(l»<l    "II''   :ii"i'''    '■'"" 


.     ,.|,„l     f,,llv     to     th.'     loll-- 


U.t"whi.li    ha.l    ahvady    -ain.d    him    tl,.    haliv.j    ot 

half  thr   nation 

Ou.laniiarv  :{f<l  lti42.  without  a  word  ot  waniin;j. 
hr  s(-ut  douii  th.-  Att..rn.'y-<;.'n.Tal  t..  tl,.-  ll"Us.- 
of  C.Mnnu.ns  L-  anvst  .I..hn  Ih.nii.d.-n  aii.l  tivc 
..th.'i-  .^vnllcnHii  "f  '!"■  (■..nnii"iis  <'ii  a  'l''".^''  "* 
|.:,,1.  .'jv;^on  T\ir  UiniT  had  n-.  power  hy  law  to 
,!vdi'r\his  "anvst.  iKHans..  th.-  only  way  iii  whi'h 
Ih,'  uuxnWvs   of  llu-  II<.uso  o\    Commons  -..uld  to 
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('li;ir^<'(l  witli  lii'^li  tiviisi>u  w.is  l»y  ;i  liill  issued  by 
a  Ljraiid  jury. 

Tlic    (-'Uininoiis   rinlitly  rct'iiscd    to   j^ivc   up   auy 

tlu-  incinlK'i's.  This  rt'tusal  was  followi-d  l>y 
anoilici'  (  riiiiiual  ui-t  ou  tlic  part  of  the  kiu^^  which 
not  only  aroused  the  Wwy  of  tlie  people  to  an 
uu^overnuMe  pilch,  hut  tilled  the  kin«4"'s  own 
friends  with  sorrow  and  indiiLrnation. 

TIk-  killer  resdlved  to  t^o  to  Parliament  with  an 
armed  force,  and  to  seize  .lohn  liamjxh'n  and  liis 
comi-ades,  even  at  the  cost  of  their  hlood,  on  tlie 
wvy  tloi»r  of  that  House  which  t;uarded  the  lilterties 
an  I  laws  of  the  Mu'^lish  nation.  It  was  one  of  tlie 
woivst  crimes  a  kiny"  coidd  commit,  and  the  last 
action    which   a    nation   coidd   patiently   endure. 

On  the  day  apj)ointe(l  for  this  infamous  deed, 
the  kiu'^-  left  his  ijahice  of  Whitehall,  attended  hv 
a  hody  of  two  lumdred  })ikemeu  and  a  larji^'C  nundier 
of  courtiers  armed  with  swords  and  pistols.  In  this 
maimer  he  proceeded  io  Westminster  Hall,  where 
the  i'ai'liaiiient  was  sittim,*-.  At  tlie  southern  entrance 
liis  eiiard  divided,  and  formed  into  two  lines  on 
either  side  of  the  hull.  The  kiuijf  walked  hetw(^en 
them,  and  knocked  at  the  dooi-  of  the  House  of 
Couunons.  Then  he  entered  and  walked  up  to  tlie 
Speakers  chair.  As  he  did  so  the  luemhers  rose 
to  their  feet  and  uncovered  their  heads,  gazing  at 
the  king'  in  absolute  silence,  with  looks  of  profound 
sorrow  at  his  insult  to  them  and  t-'o  c^i.^grtce  ho 
was  bringing   u))on  his  own  name. 

"  By  your  leave,  Mr.  Sj)eakcr,"  .srld  the  king, 
"  1    iuiist    htirrov/  your  cli.iir   fc.r  a   while." 

Speaker   Lent  ha  11   I'ell  upon   his   knee   while  the 
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kin<(  took  his  seat  in  llu'  c-lmir.  Cliarlcs  ^lanced 
has't'ily  round  the  House  at  tlu'  places  wlierc 
Hampden  and  his  c()nn-a<les  usually  sat.  P)Ut  they 
were  not  there.  They  had  rceeivi-d  an  <'arly  notice 
of  the  kinir's  intention,  and  liad  withdrawn  from  the 
House.  The  kini,'  questioned  the  Sixaker  as  to  their 
ahsenee,  hut  Speaker  Lentliall  replied  that  he  had 
"neither  eyes  to  see  nor  tonu'ue  to  speak,  hut  ac- 
conhuf,'  to"  the  direction  of  the  -entlemen  of  the 
Connnons." 

"Well,"  said  the  kini;,  "since  1  do  see  tlie  hirds 
arc  flown,  1  do  expect,  as  soon  as  they  return,  you 
do  send    theui   to  me." 

Tliereupon  he  left  the  chair,  and  dartiuL,'  an<;Ty 
(glances  upon  tlu'  silent  assend.ly,  he  retired  from 
"the  House  while  some  of  the  ))older  mendxrs  called 


out 


rrivile,i,'e  :    privilci^e  :  "   meaninir   therehy 


that 
the   kino-  had   insulted  "the   ri-hts  and  privileges  of 
the  Connnons. 

The  news  of  this  outrage  spread  like  wddhre 
throu«gh  the  city  of  l.ondon,  and  thence  over 
the  whol(>  country,  rousing  the  people  t.)  a  great 
excitement  and  anger. 

That  night  the  citizens  ot  London  were  in  arms. 
On  th(^  foliowing  day  the  shops  were  shut,  crowds 
of  armed  citizens  paraded  the  streets,  and  sur- 
rounded  the   kings   coach    with  threatening  shouts 

and  insults. 

In  a  few  days  tlu;  House  of  Commotis  showed 
their  contempt  for  the  king's  action  hy  smumoniug 
John  Hampden  and  his  comrades  to  attend  then- 
places  in    I'arliament,  and  to  resume  their  duties. 

With  groat  rejoicing  and  enthusiasm  on  the  pari 
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of  tlie  firizcns  of  London,  ilic  tivc  niotnltovs  wore 
conducted  back  to  r.-iiiiaiucnt.  Kin-^'  Charles  did 
not  remain  in  London  to  witness  the  triumph  <»f 
the  people.  On  the  preceding  day,  accompanied 
hv  a  few  attendants,  he  Hed  secretly  ffom  the  i)alaco 
and    Whitehall,    which    he    was    oidy    to    see   a.^'ain 


\VKsT.MiNsTi;i{  ii.via.  IN  Tin:  Ti.\n-:  or  (  hakm  s  i. 

when   he   shouhl    step  from   one  of  its  windows  on 
to  a  scaftold  j)repared  for  liis  execution. 

The  Parliament  was  now  in  no  mood  to  listen 
to  his  liau^-hty  words  or  false  promises.  'I'hey 
demanded  that  he  sliould  .u'ive  them  the  ri^ht  to 
appoint  the  otHcers  for  th-e  militia,  so  that  the 
military  j)ower  of  the  kini^'dom  shoidd  he  in  their 
h.uids."  The  kiii,u-  refused.  Tlie  Connnons  tlsi-rc- 
upon  ignored  his  refusal,  and  appointed  the  otKeer.s. 
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Ti.in-s  luxl  now  <"nic  to  surli  a  l.il^s  that  unl(>ss 
,„„•  si<lr  -avc  wav  tl.r  .lUrsliun  w.ml.l  haw  tn  he 
,l,,,.|,|,.,l  ,„  il,,.  .-ost  ..f  l.lo.Mlshr.l.  Xfith.T  party 
wotild  virl.l,  aiul  hoth  pn-imivd  to  ti-ht.  At  last, 
on  the"  2:h<l  of  April,  l'i4-2,  Sir  .lohii  Hothaiu,  ui 
eoinmaiul  at  Hull,  refusal  f.  -ivr  up  tlu'  anus  an.t 
pow.l.T  lua-a/.iue  to  the  kin-  au.l  clos.^.l  the  y^aWs 
,,t"  the  town  a-aiust  the  kin-'s  tor.-es.  Ihis  was  th." 
first  act  of  war,  au.l  it  was  lollow.-.l  l>y  that  t.^rriMe 
(;reat  Kehellion,  wh.'U  Ku-'lislnuen  f..u-ht  a-auist 
Kn-lishuien  and  hrothcr  a-ainst  hrother,  until  the 
country  was  Lathed  in  l.lood. 

On  one  side   was   the  kin.^'  and    his  '•  Cavaliers, 
and    on   the    other   the    rarllanient    and  the   people^ 
The  Cavaliers  were  composed  of  the  nohlcincn  and 
..vntrv    of    Knuland,     who     foii-ht     for     what     they 
Mieved  to  ho  the  truth,  au.l  for  what   they  hdicvcd 
to  ho  h..n<uir.     Thcv  for-..t,  or    did  not   realise,  the 
(•rimes  of  Charles  I.,  and  th.^y  l.M.ked  upon  him  witi, 
loval-hearted    devotion,    as     the     nohle    km-    ot    a 
rehellious  nation,  as  their  lord  and  master,  tor  whom 
they    were    Im.uiuI    if    necessary    to    sacrituv    their 
property    and   their    lives.      On   the   other  side   were 
th.-    Parliament    au.l    th.'    .itiz.'us,    Avh..    .-ould    not 
foroet    the    fals."h....d,    the    tyranny,    th.-    dis-rac.'tul 
,.ondu<-t    of   Charl.'s,    au.l   who    were   ivs..lv.'<l   th.'Ui- 
s.'lves    to    .lie    rather    than    h't    the    liherti.'s    ..t    the 
nati.ni  he  trami.l.'d  un.l.M-  fo..t    hy  a  tyrant 

Xee<lless  t.)  say,  .)..hn  Ham]>.l<'n,  wh..  had  alrea.ly 
heen  the  .•hampi..n  .)f  Ku-Hsh  liherty,  was  .me  ..i 
the  lea.lers  of  the  i).)pular  cause. 

He  eave  tw..  tlu.usan.l  ])ounds  t.)war.ls  the 
puhlie  serviee,  au.l  took   a  e..lonels   couimis.iuu    m 
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flio  aniiy.  He  wont  into  liis  n;ilivo  county  of 
liiit'kini;li;ini  to  rais(^  a  re.uinicnt  for  the  Parliiunont, 
and  liis  nci^nihours  tiocko(l  to  bis  standard. 

Hampden  liinisrlf  gained  the  admiration  of  his 
oonn-adcs,  ai'.d  even  of  his  enemies,  by  his  energy, 
liis  great  military  skill,  and  his  beroie  eonrage. 
In  every  Hght  he  was  always  to  be  found  at  the 
post  of  danger:  in  every  ((luneil  of  war  he  was 
the  wisest  counsellor. 

His  party  did  not  long  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his 
knowledge  and  courage.  He  was  struck  down  in 
one  of  the  early  tights.  It  was  at  C'halgrove  Field. 
Prince  KupcM't,  the  nephew  of  King  Charles,  had 
made  a  dash  out  of  O.xford  with  a  regiment  of 
cavalrv,  and  was  burning  the  villages  in  the  hands 
of  the  I'arliamentarians,  and  killing  the  troops 
(quartered  in  them.  Han\pd(M\  sent  an  urgent 
messagt^  to  the  Karl  of  Kssex,  in  counuand  of  the 
rarliamentary  forces,  to  attack  Prince  Ru])ert's 
cavalry  and  prevent  them  returning  to  Oxfonl. 
In  the  meanwhile  he  himself  set  out,  with  all  the 
cavalry  ho  could  gather  together,  t(»  check  Prince 
Kui-.-rt  until  the  Karl  of  Kssc^x  had  time  to  a))proach. 
He  came  u[)  will  the  Royalist  forces  on  the  tield 
of  ( 'halgrove. 

Hampden  led  the  attack.  A  Heree  struggle  took 
place,  but  in  the  first  charg(>  Hampden  was  mortally 
wounded.  His  arms  drop)>ed  ]>o\verless  by  his  side, 
and  his  head  fell  forward  over  his  horse's  neck. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  was  seen  riding  off  the  field 
while  the  fight  was  still  in  progress.  He  rode 
towards  his  fathcr-in-law's  liousc,  which  stood  close 
by.     From  this  house  he  had  carried  away  his  bride 
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on  his  iii;irriii,<i:o  day,  niany  yoars  before.  The  ivnuMn- 
hrance  ot  tliat  liap])y  day  iiinst  have  passed  across  liis 
mind  as  he  looked  npon  the  house  with  dyinj^-  eyi's. 
He  tried  to  reacli  it,  hut  a  Ixxly  of  Prince  Rupert  s 
liorse  lay  between  him  and  the  house,  so  that  he 
liad  to  turn  aside.  He  reached  a  brook  which 
divided  him  from  the  villaji;e  of  Thame.  l''(»r  a 
while  he  })aused,  half  fainting"  with  the  a,ij;ony  of 
his  wound.  Then,  with  a  sudden  effort,  he  clapped 
s|)urs  to  his  horse  and  leaped  the  brook.  At  last, 
cliuLrinu-  feebly  to  his  ln-rse,  he  reached  a  friend's 
house. 

He  knew  that  his  life  was  fast  ebbin*,'  away, 
hut  with  heroic  coura'^e  and  patriotism  he  dictated 
letters  from  his  deathbed  to  the  Parliamentary 
leaders,  mvinir  them  <;ood  counsel  for  tlu;  conduct 
of  the  war.  For  six  days  he  lin«j:ered  in  cruel 
ao-onv,  and  then,  on  the  24th  of  June,  IVA'A,  his 
brave  spirit   passed  away. 

His  last  words  were  a  prayer  for  the  welfare  ot 
the  country  he  had   .served  so  faithfully. 

"  0  Lord,'  he  murmured,  "save  my  blivdiiiL;- 
country.  Have  these  realms  in  Thy  special 
keepini,^  .  .  Let  the  kini;  see  his  error,  and 
turn  the  hearts  of  his  wicked  counsellors  fntm  the 
mali(X'  and    wickedness  of  their  desi«rns." 

Such  was  the  life  of  -lohn  Hampden,  one  <»f  the 
bravest  and  best  of  English   gentlemen. 

He  died  too  soon  for  his  count ly's  welfare,  for 
those  who  carried  on  his  work  were  U'd  astray  by 
i)assion  and  self-interest.  Uut  he  lived  IcMii,' 
enou<di  to  proclaim  the  liberty  lA  Kn;4lishmen,  and 
to  gain  an   imperishable  fame. 
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ADMIRAL    BLAKE 

AND 

THE     SUPREMACY    AT    SEA. 

The  ^n-eat  Lord  Clarendon,  wlio  has  given  us  the 
most  vivid  \vord-])ort raits  of  the  principal  characters 
of  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  the  v  ommonwealth  and 
the  Rest  oral  ion,  has  summed  up  the  <,nvatness  of 
Admiral   lilake  in   the  following,'  words:— 

"  He  was  the  first  that  iidused  that  proportion 
of  courat^^e  into  the  seamen  by  makiuLr  them  sec 
by  experience  what  mit^dity  thinj^'s  they  could  do 
if  thcv  were  resolved,  and  tau<j^ht  them  to  Hi^dit 
in  fire  as  well  as  upon   water." 

When  we  have  read  the  life  of  Francis  Drake 
we  cannot  a,<;ree  with  Lord  Clarendon  that  Admiral 
Blake  was  the  first  man  to  teach  English  seamen 
"  what    miuhtv    things    thev    could    do    if  thev   were 

*■  till 

resolved."  There  is  no  douht,  however,  that  Hlake 
•,\-as  one  of  the  greatest  admirals  who  has  ever 
defeated  England's  enemies  at  sea,  and  some  of  his 
exploits  arc  as  worthy  of  the  admiration  of  English- 
uien  as  any  that  have  made  famous  the  names  of 
Drake  or  Nelson. 

Strange  to  say,  this  great  man  who  defeated 
the  boldest  and  most  experienced  admirals  of  Spain 
and  Holland,  did  not  set  foot  on  board  ship  until 
he  was  forty-nine  years  of  age.  His  early  manhood 
was    spent,   like    tliat    of    John    Hampden,   in    the 
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pcjKTt'ul  cnltivitiioii  of  bis  fiiiiiily  estates.  Liko 
llaiiipdt'ii,  t(H),  lir  left  these  riinil  duties  to  tiik(3 
up  arms  a^'ainsl  those  whom  he  heheved  to  he  llio 
enemies  of  his  roimtrv's  liherty  —  aptinst  Kiiitr 
Charles  and  his  CavaUors.     In  the  lanientahlu  Civil 


ADMIUAL    ULAKE. 
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War  whieli  fost  Charles  his  head,  lUake  proved 
himself  to  lie  a  hrave  and  skilfnl  ti.uhter  on  land 
before  be  was  called  upon  to  do  battle  at  sea. 

Robert  lilake  was  born  in  the  year  15!>9.  He 
beloni^^ed  to  a  well-to-do  Somersetshire  family,  and 
whenlns  father  (be<l  in  1025  he  inherited  the  family 
estate  of  Knoll  Hill,  iiridgwat.r,  and  with  it  the 
duty   of  providing   for  his   numerous    brothers   and 
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sistrrs        III     !f.4-()    ll.-    UMS    rlctcd    llirtlllMT    ..f    I'iirliil- 

„„,,„     In,-     I'.ri.l-wi.t.v.    ;ni.l,    likr    .l<'^u.     IlMiiii..l.n, 
to      ul.Min      wr     liavr     alna.l.v     c.miiKiiv.l     liim,    1m' 
.r.-incd    a     ivi)Utali..ii     iiiuiv    l.v    his    iii.l.islry    mimI 
mii.'t     pl-MMiiiu-    \v..rk    than    l.y   l.rilliaiit    rh.-t..ric   or 
/l^^,„,..   ..i,,io„s.       Wlirn    Ihc    Civil    War    U'nkv    out 
lUake    t.M.k    the   sidr    ..f   the    I'arHimu'iil,  and   tnmi 
that    tiiiu-   until   his  .Icath  ho  u.'ver  swc-nvd   hi    his 
iidrlitV    to    that    .alisr,    and    to    the    Protect. T,    Oliver 
Cronnvell.        Ih-     was    .hi.'tly    rcspoiisihle     tor      the 
,l,.tV-n<voi' the  W.St  of  Kn-land  a.i^Minst  the  ii..yahsts, 
and  his  dctm.-r  of  Taunton,  whi.li   was  hesL-vd   hy 
the  kiii'/s  tores  tor  many   months,  was   ..ne   <.t  the 
most   hHlliant   arhic-vem.'nls  durin.-,'  the  Civil  War 

Hlake  ha.l  won  a  ;4ivat  reputation  as  a  skdtul 
.roneral,  hut  the  deteii.-e  of  Tamit..n  was  the  last 
srrvi.r  he  performed  on  land.  On  Fehrnary  24th, 
lO+S,  the  rarliam.'iit  ai)p.)inted  him  to  ho  "admiral 
of  the   ih'ot    n<»w   at    soa." 

Nowadays  we  should  tliink  it  extraordinary  it 
an  ottioer  (if  tho  armv  w.-iv  suddenly  ap]>..int.'d  t.) 
<.ommand  a  ship.  In  I'.lake's  tin,.',  liowever,  this 
was  a  usual  ...-.•nrreno.'.  Th.'  shij.s  wen'  numjalnl 
l.y  men  like  Francis  Drake  or  ol.l  .l.-hn  Hawkins, 
who  ha.l  live.l  all  their  lives  iip<.n  the  sea,  hut 
they  woiv  often  ,;n:n„<n,<lnl  hy  iiicii  whose  only 
knowlodiX''  <•!'  seamanship  consisted  in  makiiii,^ 
sti-aiuht     for    the    enemy. 

Vrt  th.'iv  is  no  doui>t  that  it  is  i  ;4o<»d  thin«,' 
for  the  c.mman.l.r  ..f  a  ship  t..  hav.'  reccivo.l  his 
rduratiuH  in  roil<;h  winds  and  wcat],cr,  aiul  tb.t 
ho  s]i..ul.l  kn.)W  evry  rope  and  pulley  ..t  the 
vessel  he  comman.ls,  and  every   current  and  shallow 
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of  tli(»  sc;i  111'  sails.  Tlirsc  arc  tlic  kind  of  nion 
\\li<»  have  «;in'i<(l  the  Uritisli  tla^'  into  tvcrv  nook 
of  tile  \vi(l<'  World,  and  uli<»  liavf  doiir  sn<li  nii,j.,dity 
service  in  tlie  liuildini.,'  nj»  of  tlie  itritisli  Kinpire. 
Net  it  IS  all  llie  more  credit  to  Holiei-t  l)lake  that, 
in  sj)ite  <if  Im  ini,'  a  eonnlry  i,'eiitlenian  and  a  soldier 
nntil  he  was  fortv-nilie  \cal"s  of  a<^'e,  he  should 
have  heeonie  oiie  of  the  Lfreatest  of  Kni;lish  admirals. 

His  first  duty  at  sea  was  to  shatter  the  naval 
forces  of  the  Hoyalists.  TIk'V  were  connnanded  l»y 
I'riiice  I{upert,  and  altiiouLjh  tliey  were  not  powerful 
enoiiLfli  to  restore  the  fallen  fortmies  of  tlie  kin^', 
they  were  a  serious  solU'ce  (»f  mischief  to  the  cause 
of  the  I'arliaiuciit  hy  ca[»tiu'ing  merchant  vessels  ifi 
the    Channel. 

CHASINO     PRINCE     RUPERT. 

Hlake  saih'd  imder  orders  to  sink  and  htirn 
Prince  Hupert's  ships,  whenever  and  wherever  ho 
niij:;ht  come  upon  tliciii.  The  prince,  liowever,  did 
not  nu'an  to  he  caiiylit  easily,  and  he  plavi'd  a  |L,Mme 
of  hide  and  .seek  with  the  new  admiral.  For  a 
time  Hlake  k'pt  him  imj)risoned  in  Kinsale  harhour, 
hut  wlien  had  weatlier  ohlijued  lUake  to  witlidraw 
his  sliips  from  the  ( <»ast,  Rupert  slipped  out  of  the 
harhour  with  his  seven  vessels,  and,  escajiin;;-  from 
the  clutches  of  his  enemy,  .sailed  off  for  the  coast 
of  PortU|Lral.  Here  he  took  refui^e  in  Lishon  harhour, 
sheltered  In'  the  Portuguese  ,ijmis,  whicli  were  friendly 
to  his  cause.  Plake  soon  followed  him  and  hlockadcd 
the  liarhour.  Then  a  series  of  attacks  hegan  on 
either  side,  l»ut  Plake  did  not  venture  to  enter  tlic 
harhour  in  face  of  the  gmis  of  Portugal,  and  Princo 
Kuport  would  not  leave  his  shelter. 
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At  List  I'.L.Ur  ■mt..nii.d  llir  Kiii.i;  "I'  I'ortiipil 
,l,.,t  it  lir  <li'l  11"!  ui\'  111'-  U^'"'^'^  '"  l''^  liiii-»M.ur 
,„,,i,,,  ,,,  ,,uit,  !„•  UMiil.l  sri/..'  tl.r  Brazilian  HrH 
^vlli^l^  UMS  oil  its  uav  li'.iiir  to  l'orlil<,'al.  Tins 
llnvat  onlv   put    llic  kin-   and  hi^  ministers  inl(»  a 
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<;rcal  rai,'<'.  Tli.v  .(inipprd  s(.nu>  sliips  and  askod 
I'rin.r  llninrt  to'  h.lp  thmi  to  rcvi'iii-v  Uu-nist'lves 
on  IMake.  Knpert  was  (initr  williiii.'  to  do  so,  but 
the  l\>rt\J<4n<'^'-'  sailors  li.iriH'd  out  l<»  l>e  cowards 
and   would  not    H«^dit. 

Blake  now   carried  liis   words  into  action. 
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Til.  r.rax.iliMti  tl.M.t,  susiKM-tii.^'  n«.  (laii^^T.  sniK-d 
,.,.  its  l.ntnruanl  jniinicy.  ladoi  witli  siiptr  i.ii.l 
olli.T  valual.lr  .arirn.  Wii.l.  it  was  uitlii..  tiw  liill.-s 
of  !,isl.oH  harlH.nr.  lUakc  sail.-d  <'Ut  t<.  iiirrt  it  aial 
j^r^.vr  il  a  wann  .uMivtit.j;.  After  a  tr.1.1.-  IvsistalMV 
from  ill.-  rnrtiiiru.'sr  iiH-r.liants,  oim- v.ss.l  was  sunk 
...n.la  <lo/,n  rapt  mv.l.  Kiiit,'  .)-l«i.  nf  I'oitii-al  now 
saw  tl.at  it  was  Wv^h  time  to  :4«'  '""kI  "''  'I"'  visitors 
wlu.  liad  iHvn  tlir  .ansr  of  all  this  troilMr.  n.v 
thivals  .M-  InilK'S  hr  iM.isna.lr.1  tla-  Itoyalists  to  l.av.^ 
Lishon,  and  on.-  day  th.y  si.rakrd  ..lit  ..t  llm 
h.ivl.our    and    -^avr    HIakc    tin-    slip. 

(),„,.    ,no,v    f..llo\vd    a    ii-Mur    of    ln.lr-and-sr.k. 

Al     last,    in     Xov.mlKT,     KmO,     I'.Iakc    cani^d.l      iIm; 

i{ovalist'tlr.'t  al  (  artlm<,'cna.      IVukv  \{u\n'V\  was  now 

in  "a  drsjM-vatr    pli-lit.     His   sl.ips   w.iv    inannrd    K. 

a    1mv<^'    »"Xt<-nt     i.v    nu'ii    whom     he    liad    captund 

"froni^Kn-lish   im-ivhant    ships.     Naturally    th.y    di.l 

n„t    niakr    nm<-li   of  a   n-sistan.c  a-ainst    tli.ir  own 

fm.nds.   althon-h    the    Royalists  thivat.n.-d    to   shoot 

tlu'lU    if  thcv    did    iK't    Hght.      lilak(-   attarkcd    thrin 

with  UMvat  onor-v,  and  soon  surctvdrd  m  rapturing' 

th."    whole    Wvvt       llo    was     hittcrly    disappointed, 

how<.ver,    wh<n    he    found    that    rrin.v    liup.-rt    uas 

„ot    anion-   his    prisoners.       The    prince    had    hee,; 

separated    from    his   lieet    wlie.i    Hlake   ha-l  attaeke<l 

tliem    and    on<-e    more    he    sueeeeded    m    es.-apin-. 

Nevertlieless  Blake  had  carri.'d  out  his  task  su<-eess. 

fully,  for  the  Royalists  no  Ioniser  possesse<l  a  navy 

THE    WAR   WITH    HOLLAND 

Up   to  this  time,  although  Blake  had  shown  him- 
self a  capahle  naval  commander,  he  had  done  nothm- 
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to  a<-liievc  a  grciit  fanio.  His  fi^'lUs  with  Prmce 
Kuprrt  and  the  Portu^niesc  were  u^^uiiist  an  enemy 
of  no  ureal  power.  Hut  now  he  had  an  opportumty 
,,tprovin'U  his  skill  aijainst  the  <,n-eatest  admirals  and 
the  Lest  sailors  of  Kurope.  Tn  1052  war  hroke  out 
with  Holland,  and  Blake  found  himself  matehed 
a-ainst  Admirals  Van  Tromp  and  De  Knyter  and 
the  Diiteh  tle;"ts  which  had  won  ^I'^O'  ^'^  ^'^'^''>' 
hard-fou,i,dit   ti.uhts. 

There   were   many  causes   which    led    up  to   the 
war  with  Holland.     In  the  seventeenth  century  the 
Dutch    had    Ljraihiallv    taken    the    place    which     the 
Spaniards    held   the    century    hefore.      Their    ships 
siiiled  into    everv    sea   an<l    traded    with    every    port. 
The    Dutch    traders    had  driven   the   Kn<,dish  out   of 
the    Spice    Islan.ls     in     the    West    Inches.      Worse 
than    this,  Duttth   fishermen  sailed  their   fleets   into 
En<,dish  waters,  <riiurded  hy  armed  vessels,  and  fished 
op(Mdv  without  payin-?  the  lawful   taxes.     This   hc- 
iiaviour   naturally  "stirred    u[)    the    hlood   of    every 
skipper  and    fislierman    from    Yarmouth    to   Land's 
End.      Even    the    En«,dish    (Jovernment  was   at   last 
roused  to  take  action  aj^^ainst  these  «,n-iovances.    Par- 
liament   passed    a    Navi<,'ation    A(;t,    which    forhade 
any  i^oods  to  he  imported  into  Enj^dand  ex(X'pt  on 
En.i^lish  vessels,  or  the  vessels  of  the  countries  from 
wh?ch    thev   came.     This    Act    was    likely    to   do    a 
<rreat  deal" of  dama,«,'e  to  Holland,  as   Dutch  yes.sels 
possessed   the   i^reatest  "carrying  trade"  in  Europe. 
A  fire  was  smouldering  hetween  the  two  countries, 
waitin<'    onlv   for   a   spark   in   order   to    hurst   into 
flames. 

In  Ma}  of  the  year  1C52  an  encounter  took  place 
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})otweoii    Admirals    Blake    and    Van   Troinp    whirli 
decided  the  question  ol"  wnv. 

The  Dutch  admiral  was  cruisin<(  otV  tlie  coast  of 
Holland  for  the  piu-pose  of  protectinn'  the  Dutch 
merchant  vessels  and  keeping-  a  watch  on  the  move- 
ments of  the  Eni^dish  fleet,  iilake  was  (piietly  hidini; 
his  tin»e  with  fifteen  irood  V(\ssels  in  the  Dover  Koads, 
wliile  eight  others  were  lyiui,^  in  the  Downs.  On  May 
10th  Tromp  moved  into  the  English  Channel,  and 
here  he  fell  in  with  a  eountryman  of  his  own  who 
hrought  him  news  of  a  Dutch  vessel  which  had 
heen  fired  upon  hy  an  Knglish  ship.  This  was  quite 
enough  for  Admir.d  Tronq),  who  was  liurning  for 
some  prete.xt  to  practise  his  men's  gunnery  on  the 
Knglisli  fleet.  Without  hesitation,  he  crowded  on 
saii  und  swept  tlown  th"  English  Channel  towards 
Dover. 

Admiral  Blake,  standing  on  ho  rd  the  J<uhcs,  soon 
caught  sight   of  the   Dutch  sails,  and  guessed  their 
purpose   at    tmce.     War    had   not   yet  heen  formally 
declared   hetween   England    and    Holland,    hut    witli 
every  Dutch  gunner  und  every   English  tar  itching 
to   get  at  close  quarters,   that    little   fact    was   quite 
ignored.     Admiral    Blake    ordered    the   decks    to    he 
cleared  for  action,   the   gims  were  loosed  trom  their 
cordage,  and  the  gunners  stood  hy  their  iron  monsters 
with  the  hurning  fuses  in  their  hands  and  the  powder- 
monkeys    ready    at    their    sides.     Admiral    Tronq/s 
vessel,  the  Bi'(<lrroih\  was  the  first  to  o];cn  fire.     A 
hroadside  came  crashing  over  the  water  and  whistled 
through  the  PLnglish   rigging.     13lake    was   not  slow 
with    his   answer,  and  hefore  the  first  hoom  of  tlie 
Dutch  cannon  had  died  away,  there  was  a  roar  from 
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the  KiiiL^lisli  Hcct.  Now  the  Itattlc  lH',<;an  in  camost. 
lllakc,  (Icsjx'ratcly  cajivr  to  y^vi  alnii<r.si(lc  u  Dutch- 
niaii,  outsailrd  the  rest  «>f  his  s(Hia(h'<»ii,  and  his  sliip, 
th<'  .liiiiirx,  attacked  the  whole  of  {\\o  Dutch  Het^t 
single-handed.     Instantlv    he    was   surroiuidcd    by  a 


IN  THi:   IK)W>S. 

crowd  of  enemies.  A  stonn  of  sliot  swej)l  upon 
the  En<^lish  vessel.  Her  niain.niast  (n'ashed  over- 
l)oard,  lier  sails  were  torn  into  shreds,  her  hull 
^s-as  scored  and  hattered  hy  a  hailstorm  ot  hidlets. 
Fifty  of  her  men  strewed  the  docks  in  dead  or  dyinj^ 
lieai)s.  The  master  of  the  ship  himself  was  killed. 
In  the  meantime  the  other  vessels  of  the  En<,disli 
riect  hud  come  up  and  tackleil  tlic  Dutchmen  with 
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h„ll-(lo<r  n.nra-o.     The  V,attl.^  ra-.<l  tor  hvo   hours, 
from  four  o'clock  in  iho  afternoon  to  nnio  o,-lo<k  ni 
the  cvonin-      The  Kn-lish    ^veYv  outnunibrrc.  ,   an. 
seoni..l  lik.-lv  to  :.r.t  th.  worst  of  tho  job,  until  rc-l.et 
was  bron-lit  bv  the  ...nnnander  of  tb.  cigbt  sbiys 
wbi.^h  bad  been  Ivin-  at  anchor  in  the  DoNvns^     Ho 
ha.l  beard  the  thunch-r  of  the  ouns.  and  s.-t  all  sail 
to  (.^nie  up  to  the  scene  of  action.     At   nnie  o  clock 
be  brou-bt  bis  ei-ht  sbii»s  b.  touch  with  the  Dutrh 
tieet,  and  cut  otf  two  of  their  vessels.     Soon    att(>r- 
wards  Admiral  Tromp  onlered  a  retreat  an.l  covered 
bv  the  .larkness  of  the  ni.^bt,  sailed  otf  to  the  Hennsh 
,;>ast      For  the  first  tin»e  in  bis  life  he   had   loun. 
an  equal  in  ourage  an<l  naval  skill.     The  honours  ot 
war  rcmaine.1  with  Admiral  Blake,  who  couhl  pr.de 
iH.nself  upoti  havinj,^  beaten  off  the  nmst  renowned 
admiral  in  connnand  of  the  most  ex,)orienced  fleet 

of  Europe.  111.,, 

The  news  of  this  encounter  set  all  Ln^dand  ablaze 
with  a  desire  for  war,  and  accordingly  it  was  formally 
declared  aj^^ainst  Holland. 

lilakc  found  plentv  of  work  to  do  m  the  Channel, 
where   be   bad    been    ordered    to    -ive    a   "trien<lly 
reception  to  the  Dutch   men-bant  vessels  who  were 
comin.r  home  from  all  pr.rts  of  the  -lobe      Ihey  were 
blissfullv  i-norant  as  yet  that   war  had  broken  out 
with     En-lan<l,    and     sailed    peacefully    down    the 
Channel  on  their  wav  home.     (Jf  cours(>,  they  poppe.l 
rit?bt  into  the  han.ls  of  the  En-lish  Heet  wa,tm.L(  for 
them  in  Dover  Downs,  and  many  a  richly  laden  vessel 
was  capture«l  by  Admiral   Blake  and    bis   conn-a<les 
and  sent  up  the  Thames.     Blake  now  swq)t   ro.md 
the  north  coast  of  Scotland  and  captured  the  Dutch 
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herring'  Hcot.  TIm^  sliijrs  of  war  that  had  ^nianied  it 
were  sunk  or  taken,  the  liorrinjj^  canu^oos  were  tossed 
int(»  the  sea,  and  the  tisliing-sinacks  were  k?ft  to  Hnd 
tlieir  way  home  at,'ain  eni|)ty-handed.  Van  Troni)) 
tell  into  disi,n'ae(!  tor  not  det"endin;j^  tliis  fleet,  and 
two  other  achiiirals,  \)v  Witt  and  l)e  Huyt<T,  were  a))- 
])ointed  to  siun^ecd  him  in  command  of  the  1  )iiteh  Heet. 

lilal-e  was  not  long  in  heeoming  acquainted  with 
these  gentlemen.  In  Se|)tend»er  of  1052  tliey  took 
up  tlieir  position  close  to  the  (Ic^odwin  Sands,  in 
full  view  of  the  English  Heet,  whieh  was  Iving  in 
the  Downs.  Of  course,  this  was  a  challenge  to  fight, 
and  l)lak(^  was  not  th(^  man  to  refuse  it.  But  the 
Dutch  had  cleverly  put  themselves  in  a: i  advantageous 
position.  Their  vessels  were  mon;  Hat-hottomed  than 
the  Eu'dish,  so  tliat  thev  could  sail  in  sliallower 
water.  They  had  crc})t  close  to  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
where  it  is  extremely  dangerous  and  difficult  to 
navigate.  The  wind  was  blowing  from  the  Sands, 
and  if  the  English  vessels  sailed  outside  the  Dutch 
Heet  they  would  be  at  a  great  disadvantage.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  tried  to  get  between  the 
enemy  and  the  Goodwins,  they  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  grounding  their  vessels  (^\\  the  sand. 

Admiral  lUako  resolved  to  take  the  latter  course, 
and  chance  the  danger.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon he  sailed  towards  the  enemy,  and  the  whole 
English  Heet  passed  between  the  Dutchmen  and 
the  Sands. 

As  they  passed  they  opened  Hre,  and  every  vessel 
thundered  a  broadside  at  the  enemy.  Th<!y  did 
not  avoid,  however,  the  dangers  of  the  Sands.  Two 
of  the  Englibh  vessels   went  aground.      Fortunately 
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not  iim(!h  (lamajjro  was  done,  for  in  a  short  while  the 
wind  I  lew  them  off  the  Sands  again,  and  their  fate 
served  as  a  warning'  to  the  rest  of  the  Heet.     Admiral 
Blake  r   w  ordered  his  ships  to  close  npon  the  enemy, 
and  tl  -  battle  bc,L;an  in  earnest.     Hnll  to  hnll,  and 
yard-arm   to   yard-arm,   each  English  ship  grappled 
an  enemy.     The  tighting  was  hard  on  both  sides,  bnt 
the    fortnne    of    war    remained    with    the    Knglish. 
Several    Dutch   ships   were   sunk,    and    others   were 
shattered  and  splintered  so  that  not  a  mast  remained 
standing.   Once  more  the  Dutch  availed  themselves  ot 
the  darkness  to  escape  from  the  English  guns.     On 
the   following   morning   they    were   six   miles   away, 
and  Admiral  Blake  was  unable  to  get  within  Hriug 
distance  before   they   ran  under  the  shelter  of  the 
coast  of  Holland. 

This  defeat  under  the  Admirals  De  Ruyter  and 
De  Witt  made  the  Dutch  turn  again  to  the  old  hero, 
Van  Tromp.  Once  again  he  was  placed  in  chief 
command,  and  now  a  long  and  deadly  duel  took 
place  between  the  Dutch  admiral  and  tlie  English 
rival  of  his  fame.  On  November  29th  another  battle 
was  fought  within  sight  of  the  Goodwin  Sands.  The 
Dutch  outnumbered  the  English  by  more  than  forty 
men-of-war,  but  Blake  attacked  them  with  his  usual 
daring.  The  English  wen^  defeated,  but  it  was  no 
disgrace  to  have  fought  for  five  hours  against  such  a 
heiY)  as  Van  Tromp,  when  he  had  two  vessels  to  one 
of  the   English. 

Early  in  the  following  year.  Blake  heard  that  his 
old  eueuiy.  Van  Tromp,  was  coming  up  the  Channel 
in  guard  of  a  mighty  .squadron  of  merchant  vessels 
richly   laden   with   produce   from   the    West    Indies. 
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With   ;i  small  fleet   of  about  a  dozen  vessels,  Blake 
slartrd   out    to   ^ive  l>attlc    to  this  powerful  enemy. 
Wlieii  lie  eau^lit  siohi  of  iheui  the  nieivhunt  vessels 
wt-re  sailiiiii;-  behind  Van  Tronic's  war-shij^s.     Klake 
attacked   as  soon  as  he  could  ujet  within  firing  dis- 
tance.     Tiio    tiny   s([uadron   of    Enj.,dish    ships   wiis 
soc^n  surrounded  by  the  overjtowerino-  numbers  of  the 
J)utch,  but  they  fought  as  English  .'^ailors  can  when 
the  fever  of  battle  is  upon  them.     The  English  ships 
were  shattered  from  rigging  to  hull,  and  on  one  ves.sel 
alone    the   captain  and    a  hundred  men  were  slain, 
lllake  himself  was  badly  wounded  in  the  thigh.     At 
last  night  fell,  and  the  desperate  battle  ceasi.'d  for  a 
while.     In  the  darkness  of  the  night  both  fleets  sailed 
together  towards  the    Straits  of  Dover,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  EngTsh   fleet    was  reinforced,  and 
the  battle  was  resumed,      .he  English  tried  to  pierce 
through  the  line  of  the  J)utcli  men-of-war  in  order 
to   reach   the   merchant  ships,  which  were  hurrying 
before  the  wind  towards  the  French  coast.     Through 
the  whole  of  Saturday  and  the  following  Sunday  the 
wonderful  and  terrible  battle  contitiued.     The  English 
were  slowly  winning,  and  several  Dutch  war-ships  had 
been  sunk  or  captured.     At  last  a  part  of  the  English 
fleet    broke   through   the    Dutch   line  of  battle  and 
captured  fifty  merchant  vessels.     Tlwir  success  was 
stopped   by  the   ap})roaeh  of  night.     The  darkness 
was  utilised  by  A'an  Tromp  to  escape  further  disaster. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  tide  and  wind,  he  turned 
his  shattered  fleet  homewards,  and  before  the  morning 
broke  he  was  out  of  reach  of  the  English. 

This  was  IMake's  last  encounter  with  the  Dutch. 
His    wound    in    the    thigh    prevented    him    com- 
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mandiii^  for  soino  timo,  and  wlicti  he  had  recovered 
liis  strength  {ho  Dutch  had  made  tlieir  peace  with 
England. 

By  these  scries  of  victories  Ulake  liad  proved 
himself  to  he  the  greatest  Knglish  admiral  since  the 
days  of  Drake  and  Sir  Hichard  (irenville.  l»nt  no 
rest  did  he  get  even  now.  England  declared  war 
against  Spain,  and  IMake  was  sent  ont  to  imitate 
Drake's  exploits  in  the   West  Iiuhes. 

THE  ATTACK  ON  SANTA  CRUZ. 

The  last  and  most  famons  exploit  of  Admiral 
Blake  was  his  attack  on  the  Spaniards  at  Santa 
Cniz  de  Teneritte,  The  defence  of  Tannton  and 
the  hattlcs  with  Van  Tromp  and  De  IJnyter  liad 
made  Blake  the  hero  of  his  conntry,  hut  the  story 
of  his  victory  at  Santa  Crnz  was  heard  with  wonder 
and  admiration  by  the  whole  of  Europe.  Even  ihe 
Spaniards  themselves  could  not  withhold  their  praise 
of  the  daring  courage  and  skill  of  their  en(Mny,  while 
the  Royalists,  who  hated  Blake's  political  opinions, 
were  roused  to  enthusiasm  for  the  man  who  had 
given  such  a  blow  to  the  common  enemy  of  every 
Englishman. 

Santa  Cruz  is  a  long  and  narrow  hay  in  one  of 
the  Canary  Islands,  with  an  entrance  like  the  neck 
of  a  bottle.  On  each  side  of  this  neck  stnmg  i'ovia 
had  been  built  by  the  S[)aniards,  and  others  were 
placed  at  intervals  all  round  the  shore  of  the  bay. 
t^iicli  fort  was  armed  with  heavy  cannon,  ready  to 
blow  any  ship  out  of  the  water  that  dared  to  venture 
in  without  the  consent  of  the  Spaniards.  But 
besides   these    defences    there    was    another   danger 
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wln..h  an  .'U.'niy  lui-ht  have  to  faco  if  be  vontnrod 
to  ;itta<-k  tl.is  stnm-li'.l.l.  It  happrns  that  the 
Nviiul  «r.Mu-rally  Mous  into  the  bay  Ironi  tb.-  sea, 
or  rise  is  vrry  still  and  calm.  In  tbis  ease  .1  a  tlect 
ontcml  the  bay  to  attack  a  Spanish  vcss.'l  it  wonl.l 
im.bably  be  bcoabucd  opposite  th.'  euoniy  s  gnns, 
and  would   tind  it    ditlicult  to  ^'et  out  a^^ani. 

In     this     well--uarded     bay      sixteen      Spanish 
treasure-ships    bad    taken    refu-e,    Nvaitni-    l-.r    an 
opportunity    to    slip    acmss    to    the    Spanish   coast 
when    the    Kn-lish    H<'ct    ^vas    well    out  ot    the  way. 
They    ncNvr    dreamed    that    lilake.    or    any    other 
En.disb  .seaman,  would  venture  bis  head  down  the 
bottle-necked  bay  of  S.mta   Cruz.      But  they  little 
knew  the  man  who  was  in  command  of  hngiands 
fleet       No   sooner   did   Blako   hear    of    the    where- 
abouts   of  the   treasure-ships   than   be   immediately 
set  sail,  and  reached  the  bay  on  April  2()th,  IGoG. 
The  wind  and  tide   were  lavoural)le,  and   lilake 
immediately  -ave  orders  for  the  fleet  to  move  into 
the  bay      The  Spanish  galleons  were  drawn   up  in 
a  line  with  their  broadsides  facing  the  entrance  to 
the   bay.      Bebiml   them   ten  of  the   smallest  ships 
were  lyin-  in  a  half  cir<-le  close  to  the  shore.     Blake 
saw  at  a"  glance  that  this  was  a  very  bad  position 
for  the  Spaniards,  for  the  small  ships  and  many  ot 
the.  forts  would  be  prevented  from  using  their  guns 
for   fi'ar   of    hitting   the   galleons.      This    was   what 
r,,dly  happened.     Captain  Stayner,  in  command  ot 
one 'squadron    of    the    English    fleet,    went    boldly 
throu-di   the   entrance   <>f  the   bay,  and    turned  his 
vessels    broadside    on    to    the    six    Spanish    galleons. 
Blake   himself   concentrated   his   tire   on   the   shore 
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hattorios.  For  lour  lioiirs  the  six  tnvisuro  shij)s 
lM»ro  th«>  hnint  of  tlio  Icittlf,  while  the  ten  sniiill 
vessels  and  many  of  the  batteries  on  sliore  remained 
silent,  with  their  gnnners  idle,  watching  the  volumes 
of  smoke  rolling  across  the  hay,  and  hearing  the 
thunder  of  the  battle  in  which  they  could  take  no 
pan.  At  last  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  smoke  was 
waited  away.  Then  the  Spaniards  on  shore  and  in 
the  small  vessels  perceived  that  every  one  of  the 
six  great  galleons  had  surren<lered  to  the  English. 
But  the  battle  was  not  vet  over.  In  liict,  Jilake's 
fli'ct  was  in  more  danger  now,  because  the  shore 
batteries  and  the  small  vessels  could  at  length  open 
Hre  without  the  fear  of  hitting  their  comrades. 
The  six  large  galleons  were  now  manned  by  English 
crews,  who  would  sutfer  .severely  directly  tin;  land 
))atteries  opened  fire.  Blake  instantly  saw  this 
danger,  and  promi)tly  proceeded  to  avert  it.  He 
gave  orders  for  his  men  to  withdraw  from  the  cap- 
tured ships,  and  to  set  them  on  Hre.  In  a  short  time 
these  orders  were  carried  out,  and  wiiile  the  great 
galleons  blazed  in  tierce  flames,  the  Engli.sh  fleet 
closed  upon  the  ten  sniall  ships,  and  set  them  on 
fire  also.  Now  the  wind  which  had  carried  the 
Engli.sh  fleet  into  the  bay  .shifted  in  a  manner 
which  seemed  miraculous  to  the  superstitious  .sailors. 
No  sooner  had  they  finished  their  terrible  work  of 
destruction  among  the  Spanish  ve.s.sels  than  the 
wind  blew  steadily  from  the  shore,  and  carried  them 
out  of  the  bay  beyond  the  fire  of  th(>  Spanish 
batteries.  With  this  favom-able  wind  they  sped 
swiftly  back  to  Cadiz,  leaving  behind  them  the 
blazing  and  shattered  galleons. 
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The  HOWS  of  this  victory  was  rocoived  in  Kn^'land 
with  wild  onthnsiiism.  I.ord  Chuvndnn  lumsi'lf  was 
only  statin,!,'  tlie  common  opinion  of  his  countrymen 
when  he  wmtc  the  follo\vin;4  words:— 

"The  whole  action  was  so  mira(  lilous  that  all 
men  who  knew  the  place  womlered  tiiat  any  sober 
nien,  with  what  coura.irc  S(»ever  en(hie<l,  would  ever 
liave  undertaken  it;  and  they  could  hardly  persuade 
themselves  to  helieve  what  they  had  done,  whilst  the 
Spaniards  condorted  tliemselves  with  the  belief  that 
they  were  devils  and  not  m<n  who  had  destroyed 
them  in  such  a  manner. " 

Not  lon<,'  after  this  achievement  lilake  broke 
down  in  liealth.  For  more  than  a  year  he  had 
been  on  board  ship  without  having  landed  onc«',  and 
the  close  confinement  and  lack  of  fresh  food  and 
vegetables  had  had  tlieir  usual  eftect.  He  was 
att'iicked  svith  the  scurvy,  and  his  constitution,  which 
had  been  weakened  by  wounds,  could  not  resist  this 
disease.  When  liis  sliips  were  at  last  ordered  home 
he  knew  that  he  was  dying.  He  uttered  a  wish  that 
he  might  live  long  enough  to  step  for  the  last  time 
upon  his  native  shore;  hut  two  hours  before  his  ship, 
the  Gmiyc,  sailed  into  Plymouth  Sound,  in  the 
year  1057,  the  great  admiral  died. 
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LORD    CLIVE 

.\NI> 

THK     INDIAN     EMPIRIl. 

Since  IST.')  the  sovt-rtiyn  of  iliis  country  has  homo 
th(3  sijk'udid  title  of  "  (^)n(HMi  «»f  (lr.;it  Hrituin  and 
Ireland  and  Knipress  »>f  india.'  A  ,i,danco  at  a 
j^'ooj^'rapliy  hook  tolls  us  tliat,  tlio  Indian  lMni>iio  is 
twenty-seven  tinu's  as  lar<40  as  Kn^dand,  and  olcwn 
times  as  lari^'o  as  the  wIk.Ic  of  the  Tnited  Kin,«,'doni. 
In  tljis  vast  country  two  lnuidrc<l  and  ci<,dity-six 
millions  of  people  live  under  I'.ritish  rule,  or,  in 
other  words,  one-sixth  of  the  whole  [topulation  of 
the   world. 

Great  liritain  owes  t'his  «,'reat  and  splendid 
empire  to  tme  man,  above  ull,  named  Uohert  ('live, 
who  went  out  to  India  ahout  a  centuiy  and  a  half 
ai^o,  in  tlie  humble  capacity  of  a  clerk  in  the  otiice 
of  a  company  of  merchants. 

Robert  Clive  was  born  at  Market  Drayton,  in 
Shropshire,  lie  was  sent  to  scho(.l  at  an  exception- 
ally early  a«fe,  and  .1,'ave  his  masters  more  troublo 
than  even  most  En<,disli  schoolboys.  He  had  a 
fiery  temper  and  a  darini,'  courau'e,  and  he  was 
always  more  ready  to  ,t(ive  one  of  his  comrades  a 
bhick  eye  or  a  broken  pate  than  to  hand  a  neatly 
written  lesson  to  his  master.  One  day  lie  terrilicd 
the  inhabitants  of  Market  Drayton  by  climbing  to 
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flic  top  n(  tli<^  flnircli  town-  niiil  (l;iiii;liM'4  lii^  l«"^'s 
over  a  \vut<'r-s[M.iit.  lit-  aUo  |»Iiivi'(|  many  wild  and 
iiiisciru'vniis  jtranks.  so  that  it  is  not  surprisiiii,' 
(hat  his  parents  slioiiM  have  looked  upon  him  us  u 
n(;'er  do- well.     When    he    was    seventeen    tiiey    were 
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ylad  to  aocept  a  clerkship  I'or  him  in  tho  Honourable 
Kast  India  Company,  and  sent  him  to  Madras,  where 
they  wt)uld  no  longer  he  troubled  by  his  turbulent 
behaviour. 

The    Kast    India   Company    was    a    company    of 
merchants  trading  chietiy  with  India,  but  also  with 
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Cliiiiii,  and  oilier  jtarts  of  \\u'  Kast.  TIk'v  li:i<l 
cslal»lisliL»|  scitllniniits,  <>|-  latturics, '  as  tlicy  w«iu 
calh'd,  at  l»niiil>ay.  Madias,  Calriitta,  and  t»llit'r  plarcs, 
and  already,  when  (  livi'  tirsl  joined  ihc  <oni|>any, 
llicy  had  liuiit  np  an  enonnoiis  trade.  Tlic  n  spniisi- 
It'dilies  and  power  (»l  the  (•c)nipany  lay  in  the  hands 
(»r  ihe  diivclitis.  These  directors  aecpiircil  very  i^reat 
I'orliines  and  lived  in  a  state  of  Ljrcut  splendour  and 
inaLfnitieeiiee.  l)iit  in  spite  »»t'  this  \ve;dlh  thoy  pai<l 
iniserahle  salaries  to  tho  clerks  and  junior  otlieials 
in  the  einploynieiit  of  the  eonij)any,  so  ihat,  in  order 
to  maintain  themselves,  the  latter  wore  ohlii^ed  to 
trade  on  their  own  aceoiint  with  the  natives  of  India. 

It  was  to  the  settlement  of  Mach'as,  in  the  part 
of  India  ealled  the  larnatic,  that  ('live  proceeded  in 
1744  as  a  junior  elerk  in  the  service  of  the  Hoiiour- 
ahle  Kast    India  Comj»any. 

Clive  had  not  heeii  lonj.;  in  India  hefore  war  hroke 
»)Ut  hetween  (Jreat  iJritain  and  France.  Tlu;  Kast 
Iiulia  Company  soon  realised  that  the  war  would 
prove  a  serious  trouhle  to  them.  The  Kren-h  had 
also  cstahlislied  trading,''  settlements  in  India,  and  at, 
this  time  they  were  playinu^  a  very  importiint  part, 
owini;  to  the  amhitiou  and  y;eniiis  of  a  ^reat  Kreneh- 
maii  named  Dupleix. 

This  man  was  the  tivst  ])ersoii  to  realise  that  a 
small  body  of  well-trained  European  soldiers  was  a 
match  for  ten  ti!nes  their  nuinlier  of  the  native 
soldiers  of  India.  He  also  proved  th;'t  the  natives 
themselves  might  be  trained  in  the  European 
methods  of  warfare,  and  that  when  they  acfjuired 
this  discipline  they  made  brave  and  reliable  sol- 
diers.   When  Dupleix  had  proved  these  fuels  to  his 
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Siiti.sr.utiitn,  ho  proccrdcd  to  use  tlu-m  t<»  iidvancc 
the  intt'ivsts  and  [»o\\\'r  of  liis  iialioii  in  lii(Ha.  Tlic 
iijitivc  sovt'iviifus  and  princes  of  India  were  con- 
tinually at  war  witli  one  another.  The  secret 
ambition  of  Dupleix  was  to  found  a  French  enii»ire 
in  India,  and  he  resolved  to  proHt  l»y  this  rivalry 
of  the  native  rulers. 

An  exct'llenl  oj>|»ortuiiity  soon  presented  itself 
for  his  schemes.  A  pretender  named  Mirzapha  Jun<^' 
claimed  the  government  belonging  to  the  A'iceroy  of 
the  Deccan.  Another  pretender,  named  Chunda  Sahib, 
claimed  to  be  the  rii,ditful  Nabob,  ov  ruler,  of  the 
Carnatic  instead  of  the  one  then  in  power.  Dupleix 
was  in  connuaud  of  a  small  French  army  and  a  large 
force  of  well-trained  Sepoys,  and  he  determined  to 
sup])ort  the  cause  of  the  pretenders.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  if  he  })laced  them  on  the  thrones  which 
thcv  coveted,  they  would  be  so  dependent  upon  him 
that  he  would  be  the  real  ruler  of  a  large  part  of 
India. 

This  plan  succeeded  admirably  for  the  French. 
Dupleix  joined  forces  with  the  two  pretenders,  and 
waged  warfare  against  the  A'iceroy  of  the  Deccan 
and  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic.  The  French  soldiers 
were  found  to  be  irresistible  against  the  native  armies, 
and  Dupleix  soon  seated  the  two  pretenders  u|)on 
the  thrones  of  the  Deccan  and  the  Carnatic.  Dupleix 
himself  was  all-]X)werful,  and  he  maintained  a  state 
of  great  magiiiticcnce  and  p(»m]).  The  natives  of 
India  regarded  the  French  with  ))rofound  respect, 
and  the  ambitious  dreams  of  Du})lcix  seemed  likely 
to  be  realised. 

When,  therefore,  war  broke   out   between  Great 
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IJritiiin  und  France  Duj '■  ix  iiistantlv  resolved  to 
drive  out  the  liritisli,  'a.  were  likely  to  hinder 
his  schemes  of  a  Froiuh  empire  in  India.  The 
armies  of  the  two  pretenders  were  at  his  disposal, 
and  with  these  he  hoped  to  crush  the  British  hefore 
thev  were  joined  hy  the  native  princes  who  sided 
a«^'ainst   the   French. 

The  tirst  attack  of  the  French  was  upon  Madras, 
which  was  one  of  the  larijest  stations  of  the  East 
India  Company  in  the  ])rovince  called  the  Carnatic. 
A  French  fleet  appeared  hefore  the  town,  and  it  was 
soon  ohli;.(ed  to  surrender. 

Clive  liimself  escaped  from  the  town  in  the  dis- 
guise of  a  Mussulman,  and  sou«fht  refuge  at  Fort 
St.  David,  near  Madras,  where  there  was  a  small 
L^arrison  of  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  East  India 
Company. 

The  British  garrison  at  Fort  St.  David  had  a 
few  skirmishes  with  the  French  and  their  native 
allies,  in  which  Clive  distinguished  himself  hy  his 
hravery.  He  now  entered  the  army  in  the  service 
of  the  East  India  Company,  with  the  rank  of  ensign, 
and  was  soon  promoted  to  a  captaincy. 

The  French  were  now  besieging  the  town  t»f 
Triehinopoly.  Tpon  the  garrison  of  this  tcjwn 
depended  the  fortune  of  the  East  India  Company. 
If  Triehinopoly  fell,  the  Indian  F]mpire  would  be  in 
the  hands  of  the   French  and  their  allies. 

Clive  himself  had  carried  supplies  into  the  town 
through  the  besieging  force,  and  had  come  back 
with  the  report  that  the  garrison  was  disheartened 
and  on  the  point  of  surrender.  lie  saw  clearly  that 
there   was   only   one   means   by   which   the    French 
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succes.sc.s  could  be  checked.  He  projjtiscd  to  llie 
governor  of  Fort  St.  David  tlnit  an  attack  slior.ld 
be  made  upon  tbo  town  of  Arcot,  wliicli  was  tlie 
capital  of  the  ( 'arnatic  and  the  iavourite  residenc^e 
of  tlie  Nabobs.  This  would  probably  have  the 
ctVect  of  withdrawin<jf  the  enemy  from  the  walls  of 
Trichinopoly.  The  Governor  of  Fort  St.  David  wa.s 
innncdiately  struck  in  favour  of  this  plan.  He 
withdrew  nearly  the  whole  i^arrison  from  Madras 
to  Fort  St.  David,  and  ^Mve  to  Clive  himself  the 
honour  of  conananding  this  force. 

THE  GALLANT  DEFENCE  OF  ARCOT. 

With  a  small  army  of  two  hundred  Europeans 
and  three  hundred  Sepoys,  or  native  soldiers,  Clive 
set  out  on  that  expedition  which  was  to  bring  him 
a  lasting  fame.  A  terrific;  thunderstorm  raged  over 
tb.eir  heads,  but  Clive  led  his  little  army  onwards 
steadily  and  rapidly  towards  Arcot.  The  native 
soldiers  were  deeply  impressed  by  the  strict  discipline 
which  Clive  maintained,  and  they  caught  his  spirit 
of  enthusiasm.  At  the  end  of  six  days  they  arrived 
at  the  town  of  Arcot.  Ai  the  si«dit  of  this  little 
army  a  ]>anic  seized  the  eleven  hundred  native 
soldiers  who  lormod  the  garrison,  and  they  tied 
without  tiring  a  slK)t.  Then  Clive  entered  the  town 
at  the  head  of  his  soldiers,  and  as  they  passed  on 
their  way  to  the  fort  the  streets  were  lined  with 
thousands  of  natives,  who  gazed  at  the  victorious 
army    with   wonder   and   awe. 

Clive  was  fully  aware  that  as  soon  as  the  native 
soldiers  had  recovered  from  their  panic  and  learnt 
the  smallness  of  the  British  force,   thev    would    try 
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to  regain  the  town.  Ho  also  liopcd  thai  as  soon 
as  the  besioi^'LTs  of  Tricliinopoly  heard  of  the  eaplnre 
of  Arcot  they  would  send  some  of  their  forecs  to 
attack  him.  He  tlierefore  made  every  prei)aration 
for  a  vii^orous  dete^icc. 

Thin<rs   turned   out   as   he   had    expected.      The 
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panic-stricken  garrison  returned  at  the  end  of  a  lev; 
da,s  and  surrounded  the  town. 

\live  was  not  the  sort  of  man  to  sit  down  quietly 
while  the  enemy  tired  their  guns  over  the  wall. 
Twice  he  sallied"^  out  of  the  town  and,  aOer  kilhng 
a  great  nund.er  of  th.e  enemy,  sent  them  Hymg 
lielter  skelter. 
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III  iIm'  meant iiiic  CliiiiKla  Saliilt,  wlioiii  Dupleix 
liad  made  Nalxd)  of  ihu  Caniatic,  loarnt  tlio  news 
al'oiit  Ar<'oi  while  he  was  hcsieifiiii,'  Triehinopoly. 
liuniiiiL^  with  ia;4e  at  tlie  success  ol"  the  British,  ho 
sent  his  son  lle//a  Saliil)  with  an  arniv  of  four 
thousand  men  fi-oui  'lViehino[)oly  to  re^^ain  the  chief 
town   of  the  ( 'ai'ualie. 

l{e//a  Sahili  luaiehed  rapidly  to  Arcot,  and  on  his 
way  he  was  joined  hy  one  hunch'cd  and  fifty  French 
soldiers,  each  of  wliom  was  worth,  in  fij^'htiuL,'  vahie, 
six  natives.  Witli  tliis  army  he  entered  tlie  city  of 
Arcot  and  took  up  liis  ]iosition  in  tlio  Xahoh's  palace. 

<'livc  sallied  out  once  more  and  drove  h.i(d\  the 
hrencii,  hut  he  was  at  last  compelled  to  return  to 
the  fort  alter  losiiiL;  iuan\'  of  his  men.  Three  days 
afterwai'ds  l\e/./.a  Sahib  was  joined  by  another  two 
thousantl   men. 

Now  foll(twed  one  of  the  most  remarkable  sieircs 
in  the  history  of  the  British  Empire.  The  fort  in 
which  I'livo  was  stationed  was  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  town.  Jt  was  more  than  a  mile  round  the 
walls,  but  it  was  in  a  state  of  irreat  dila[)i(liition. 
The  walls  were  cruuddiuL!',  tb'^'  towers  at  each  corner 
ot  the  tort  were  in  ruins,  and  the  moat  was  dry  in 
many  places  and  choked  with  rubbish.  This  was 
the  tcMibledown  place  which  Clive  was  bold  enough 
to  defend  with  two  hundred  Englishmen  and  three 
luuidred  Se[)oys  against  an  enemy  of  twenty  times 
tliat  nundier. 

l'V»r  tifty  days  and  nights  a  ceaseless  din  of 
musketry  and  a  mar  of  shot  and  shell  raged  round 
the  fort.  Day  after  day  ('live  made  a  tour  of  the 
ramparts  to  see  that    every  man  was   in   his   place 
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and  he  animated  his  soldiers  with  cheerful  speeches 
and  an  oxaniplo  of  perfect  eoura,«,'e.  energy  and 
vi;nlance.  lie  ordered  a  niound  to  he  made  mside 
the  fort,  from  which  his  gunners  could  Hre  upon 
the  Nabob's  palace,  and  he  commanded  barriers  ot 
earth  to  be  thrown  up  inside  the  walls,  s..  that  when 
a  breach  was  made  by  the  enemy  they  would  hn<l 
another  obstacle  to  encounter. 

By  degrees  the  food  supply  within  the  fort  became 
N-ery  scanty,  '^d  at  last  even  the  rice  began  to  fad. 
rlive  feared  that  his  men,  especially  the  n;itive  soldiers, 
mi'dit  become  rebellious  under  the  pangs  ot  hunger. 
Bift   he  was  mistaken.      The   Sepoys  came  U.  their 
chief,  whom  they  had  learnt  to  love  as  a  hero,  but  it 
was  not  t..  complain  of  their  short  commons.     Tlicy 
bo.rged  that  all  the  grain  should  be  reserved  for  the 
Kmv'peans,  who  needed  more  nourishment  than  the 
natives,  and  they  said  that   the  water  in  which  the 
ri<^c   had    been   boiled   would  sutlice   lor  themselves. 
There  is  hardly  any  incident  in  history  which  is  such 
a  noble  example  of  self-devotion  as  this  story  ot  the 
Sepoys  who  served  under  Robert  Clive. 

At  last  ('live  sent  entreaties  tor  assistance  t.)  the 
chief  of  a  wild  tribe  of  native  warriors,  called  Mah- 
rattas,  who  were  always  willing   to  hire  themselves 
out  to  tight  for  any  general  who  paid  them  generously, 
ami  who  seemed  to  be  on  the  winning  side,     llez/a 
Sahib  learnt  that  the  Mahrattas  were  preparing  t.> 
assist  the  English,  an<l  he  decided  to  make  a  deler- 
mined    attack   upon    the   fort   before   the  Muhrattas 
arrived   upon   the   scene.     The  day  chosen  for  tins 
attempt  was  a  great  festival  with  the  M.hommedans. 
On  these  occasions  they  used  to  work  themselves  up 
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to  a  statt'  of  rolii^ioiis  frenzy,  and  drank  an  intoxi- 
catin.L,'  Ii(|ii.>r  naiiiod  lutn;/  which  made  them  half 
mad,  and  as  furious  as  wild   beasts. 

('live  was  warned  by  his  spies  that  tliis  attack 
was  to  be  made.  After  makint,'  every  preparation 
for  defence  he  lay  down  to  slec}),  worn  out  with  his 
exertions  and  anxiety.  At  break  of  day  the  enemy 
ruslR'd  furiously  to  the  attack,  wild  with  enthusiasm 
and  intoxicating  Imii);j.  They  attempted  to  batter 
down  the  <,^ates  by  means  of  elephants  with  iron 
platen  on  their  heads,  Inu  the  monsters  were  wounded 
and  erritic<l  by  the  English  nuisketry,  and  they 
tu)  round  and  'larged  their  own  masters,  throw- 
ing H'm  into  '  isorder.  Then  thousands  of  the 
iati\  soldi,  rs  w.  icd  ross  the  ditch  round  the  fort, 
nd  struggled  t<-  ei  r  the  breaches  in  the  walls. 
Clives  men  had  1  ♦-♦'?  waiting  for  this,  and  reserving 
their  powder  and  As  s«M)n  as  the  surging  crowd 

of  natives  reaclic<i    n       reaches,  a  storm  of  shells  and 
shot  was  hi     ud  d  \vi      pon  imux  from  the  top  of  the 

nere    red  with  steady  volleys 

(Iv.!     ing  army.      After  long 

!i»'        my  was  beaten  back  at 

U  last  the  tiring  cea.sed, 

i    jht  Kezza  Sahib  retreated 


walls,  while  rli*   .    .uv 
into   the  nnds      >\  {]. 
and  desperate         idl 
all  points  with        ivy     > 
and  in  the  darkness    >i 


hiu-riedly  from  An-ut,  caving  behind  him  guns, 
ammunition,  and  his  treasure  chest.  When  morning 
broke  Clive  saw  that  he  had  gained  the  victory.  He 
marched  out  lo  survey  the  Ciimp  with  the  two 
hundred  soldiers  who  were  all  that  survived  the 
dreadful  siege,  and  who  had  gained  the  deathless 
honoiu-  of  keeping  at  bay  ten  thousand  soldiers  for 
seven  weeks. 
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Clive  now  entered  upon  a  series  of  vi-itories  which 
(lostrttyed  tlie  French  power  in  India  and  established 
the  reputation  of  the  liritish  arms. 

The  East  India  Company  looked  upon  Clive  as 
the  oidv  nian  who  could  maintain  their  position 
ii.i,'ainst  the  Frencii  and  the  usurper,  Chunda  Sahib, 
who  were  striving  to  drive  the  English  out,  of  India. 
They  gave  Clive  the  chief  command  of  their  forces. 
Two  hun(h-etl  British  soldiers  and  seven  htmdred 
Sepoys  were  sent  to  him,  and  with  these  he  joined 
the  Mahrattas,  and  attacked  Hezza  Sahib  at  the  head 
of  five  thousand  natives  and  three  hundred  French- 
men. A  fierce  conflict  took  place,  but  Clive's  genius 
and  enthusiasm  won  the  day,  and  Re/.za  Sahib  was 
utterly  defeated.  Six  hundred  native  soldiers,  trained 
in  European  disipline  l»y  Dnpleix,  [)assed  over  fn.iii 
the   enemy  and  enrolle<l    themselves  in  the   I'ritish 
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Shortly  afterwards,  with  a  force  of  thirteen 
hundred  Sepoys  and  two  hundred  and  eighty 
Europeans,  Clive  attacked  and  put  to  flight  a  force 
of  two  thousand  Sepoys  and  four  hundred  Frenchmen. 

After  many  other  encounters  with  the  enemy,  in 
which  ho  greatly  distin-uislied  himself,  Clive's  health 
broke  up,  and  he  was  compelled  to  take  a  rest  irom 
active  duty.  In  1758  he  married  a  Miss  ]\Iargart.'t 
Maskelyne.  This  lady,  who  was  distinguished  f.T  her 
charm  of  manner  and  numerous  accomi>lishments, 
made  him  a  good  and  faitiiful  wife,  an<l  he  was 
always  devotedly  attached  to  her.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  be  returned  to  England,  where  he  received 
an  enthusiastic  welcome. 

While  Clive  was  in  England  great  changes  took 
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pliU'C  in  India.  The  llritish  tinally  crnslied  the  power 
t.f  tlio  FrtMich,  and  Dnplcix,  tho  groat  Fromliinan 
uliM  had  nearly  (»l>t.:iinrd  an  Indian  enipiro  tV»r  his 
(■(tuntryinen,  rclnrnt'd  to  Paris,  where  lie  died  ia 
poverty  and  disi^race. 

THE    WAR    WITH     SURAJAH     DOWLAH. 

Hut  another  enemy  had  now  arisen  against  the 
Jh'itish.  The  Kast  India  Company  had  estahlished 
a  town  and  factory  at  Calcutta,  in  the  province  of 
iJeiigal.  This  province  was  ruled  over  hy  a  y«>nng 
])rincc  named  Surajah  Howlah.  This  young  man 
liad  Itceii  s[)(»iled  and  jiamjiered  I'rom  his  ehildhood. 
lie  had  nc\cr  known  his  will  to  be  thwarted,  and  as 
he  had  never  been  taught  to  restrain  his  evil  passions, 
he  had  grown  up  with  every  vie(!  that  it  is  possilile  to 
think  of  in  the  human  character.  Although  he  was 
as  tickle  as  a  weathercock  in  most  things,  he  had 
one  idea  which  never  changed.  This  was  a  hatred 
for  the  English.  Shortly  after  he  asceiided  the  throne 
of  the  great  province  of  liengal,  he  threatened  that 
h(!  would  drive  every  Knglishman  in  Calcutta  into 
the  sea.  On  the  4th  of  June,  175G,  he  advanced 
towards  Calcu'ta  with  a  largo  army.  The  town 
was  defended  by  a  fortitication  called  Tort  William, 
but  it  was  not  strong  enough  to  resist  a  powerful 
eneiiiv  and  the  whole  garrison  was  captured.  Then 
one  hui  dr(^d  and  ferty-six  prisoners,  among  whom 
was  one  woman,  were  dragged  to  the  place  wlii<-h  has 
gained  an  awlul  fame  under  the  name  of  the  'Black 
Ho'e  of  (.'alcntta."  It  was  a  small  clwunber  hardly 
lar^e  enough  for  six  j»eople,  and  into  this  den  those 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  miserable  human  beings 
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were  tluMist  l>y  the  s[)Ciir  hciuls  of  Siirajiih  l)o\vliili's 
Itnitiil  soldiers.  A  ni<^lit  of  sickriiiiii,'  horror  followed 
111  the  iiiorniniL,'  twenty-five  out  of  oiir  hundriMl  aiul 
lortv-six  were  all  ihiU  survived,  and  when  ihcy  were 
led  out  of  tlie  den  not  a  mother  would  have  reco^f- 
nised  lu'i-  son,  so  much  had  thty  altered  during;'  that 
niirht  of  horror. 

The  news  of  this  frai^'edy  at  Calcutla  iea<he(l 
Madras  on  Ant^ust  Kith,  ('live  inuniMli.itely  volnn- 
teered  to  lead  a  force  to  Ucii'^al  to  i^^ive  a  proper 
punisliinent  to  Surajaii  Dowlah.  I^ut  tiiere  were 
many  officers  of  the  Kast  India  ('ompany  who  were 
jealous  of  dive's  position,  and  it  took  two  months  of 
(hspntiniL,'  before  he  was  tjivcn  the  command.  At 
last,  with  nine  hundred  European  soldiers  and  twelve 
Innidred  Sepoys,  ('live  set  .sail  from  Madras  to 
Calcutta. 

Several  .severe  fif»hts  took  place  with  the  enemy, 
and  souie  montlis  later  Calcutta  surrendered  to  tlm 
KnL,dish,  and  it  was  taken  possession  of  in  the  name 
of  the  l^ritish  (iovcrmncnt. 

A  correspondence  now  took  place  hetween  ('live 
and  Surajah  Dowlah.  The  latter  was  never  of  tlie 
same  opinion  for  two  days  toiieiher.  On  one  occasion 
he  would  offer  to  restore  the  Mast  India  Company's 
property  and  to  i^ive  them  compensation  for  their 
los.ses,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  would  threaten  to 
kill  every  Englishman  in  India.  If  Cli\e  had  heen 
allowed  to  act  without  hindrance  he  would  prohal'ly 
have  crushed  this  tickle  tyrant  without  loss  of  time, 
but  ho  was  surrounded  by  officers  who  were  jealuus 
of  his  power  and  who  disputed  his  commands,  so  that 
no  definite  plan  was  deternuned  uptui. 
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At,  liisf,  Im"  ivsi.lvrd  }<)  iUtack  Siiraj.ih  howlah, 
who  wiis  t'iir:iMi|H'(l  Lotutvii  thu  Hriti.sli  caiiip  and 
Calcutta.  Clivo  was  in  coimiiaiul  of  roiirtceii  hundred 
Kuropoans  and  sincn  hundred  Sepoys,  with  seven 
field  <r\\ns.  The  Nahob  o|>j)osed  him  witli  forty 
thcuisand  men,  includini,'  eiuditeen  thousand  eavalrv 
and  forty  ifuns. 

At  six  o'clock  m  the  morniuuf  Clivo  onfered  the 
first  colunms  of  his  army  to  advau<e  to  the  attack. 
A  hea\y  foL,'  shrouded  them  in  darkness,  hut  with 
a  firm  and  steady  front  they  marched  onwards  and 
heat  hack  the  advanced  iTuard  of  the  enemv. 
Presently  the  fo<,'  cleared  a  little,  and  ('live  perceived 
a  lonj^r  line  of  horsoMicn  sweeping,'  down  upon  them. 
With  perfect  discipline  the  iJritish  soldiers  halted 
and  formed  in  s(|uarcs.  Then,  as  soon  as  the  horse- 
men came  within  ran<,'e,  they  opened  a  steady  lu-e 
upon  them.  A  fearful  destri'ction  was  made  in  the 
ranks  (»f  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  helore  th  y  reached 
the  ISritish  scpiares  they  wheeled  round  and  retreated 
at  full  speed.  If  the  foj,'  had  now  cleared  off".  Clivc 
would  liavi;  inflicted  a  crushint,^  defeat  (»n  Surajah 
i)«>w!ah.  As  it  was,  however,  the  foe/  hecauic  denser 
than  ever,  and  the  first  colunms  of  the  liriti.sh  armv 
lo.st  their  way  an<l  came  under  the  fire  of  their  own 
con^.rades. 

The  |{riti;;h  were  now  surntundcd  hy  the  Nahob's 
hordes  of  warriors,  who  attacked  them  in  front  and 
rear.  They  were  in  a  dansjfcrous  position,  hut  ('live 
fired  liis  soldiers  with  enthusiasm  by  his  })resenco  of 
mind  and  amaziui^^  courage.  With  wonderful  skill 
and  entMyy  he  rallied  his  men,  cut  his  way  throui^di 
the  enemy   and   reached    the    shelter    of    Calcutta, 
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Tic  hiid  suffered  scvoro  losses,  liut  Siirajiih  Dowlah 
was  torriried  at  the  way  in  which  the  Httlo  iiritish 
force  liad  cut  up  his  own  ^'reat  aruiy.  Ho  sent 
uicssa<(cs  ilcsirini,'  peace.  Clive  would  willin^dy  have 
puni>hed  hiiu  once  and  for  all  l»y  an  overwhelming,' 
defeat,  but  he  was  afraid  that  the  Nabob  niiijht  be 
reinforced  by  a  French  army.  At  len»,'th  he  decided 
to  accept  Surajah  Dowlah's  otVers,  and  a  treaty  was 
drawn  up  and  sij^'ucd  by  the  Nabob,  in  which  he 
bound  himself  to  rest()re  the  factories  to  the  East 
India  Company,  to  compeiisate  them  for  their  losses 
by  the  war,  and  to  give  them  facilities  for  I'ree  trade 
through(»ut  his  domini«)n 

For  a  time  Suraiah  Dowlah  ob.served  this  treatv, 
but  Clive  knew  ([uite  well  tliat  he  was  oidy  waiting 
for  an  opportiniity  to  n^venge  himself  The  Nabob 
promised  assistance  to  the  French  if  they  would 
attack  tlie  English,  and  otfered  an  enormous  sum 
of  money  to  his  princii)al  minister,  Meer  Jafticr, 
if  he  succeeded  in  destroying  them.  He  was  not 
aware,  however,  that  the  officers  of  his  own  house- 
hold were  beginnitig  to  hate  him  as  much,  or  more, 
than  they  hated  the  English.  His  habits,  cowardice, 
and  cruelty  disgusted  even  men  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  tyranny  of  Nabobs.  Clive  learnt 
through  his  spies  that  Meer  .laffier  and  the  other 
ministers  of  Surajah  Dowlah  were  on  the  point  of 
rebelling  against  their  master.  Clive  at  once  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  if  he  helped  to  dethrone 
Surajah  Dowlah  and  placed  Meer  Jatfier  on  the 
throne,  he  woidd  gain  iunnense  power  in  India. 
AVith  this  purpose  iii  view  he  entered  into  secret 
neirotiations    with    Meer  Jattier  and   his   comrades, 
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and   [.roniiscd   tlioiii    assistance    in    dethroning    the 
tyrant. 

Mcer  Jattier  accepted  Clive's  proposals,  and  pre- 
]>:tration3  for  the  plot  were  secretly  carried  on.  For 
a  time  ('live  sncceeded  in  deceiving'  tho  Xahob  with 
a  seeinin.Lj  (Viendsliip,  hut  :it  last  Snrajah  Dowlah's 
sus[)i('i(.ns  were  aroused.  It  cami;  to  his  knowledj^^o 
that  Meer  Jatlier  was  ready  to  betray  him  into  tlie 
hands  of  the  Kn«,dish.  He  surrounded  his  minister's 
house  with  troops,  and,  with  more  uneru^y  than  usual, 
}>repared  for  war.  Meer  Jattier  sent  urt^^ent  messai^^es 
to  (.'live  to  attack  at  once.  For  a  \un<r  time  C'live 
had  heen  waitini,'  for  tho  proper  time  to  strike  his 
great  Mow  at  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  lie  now  gave 
orders  to  advance. 

It  had  been  arranged  that  Moer  Jattier  was  to 
meet  Clive  with  as  large  an  army  as  he  could  induce 
to  tight  against  the  Nabob,  but  at  the  last  moment 
his  heart  failed  him  and  he  tried  to  disarm  Surajah 
Dowlah's  suspicions  by  protesting  his  tidelity.  The 
Nabob  wiis  now  fully  convinced  that  Meer  Jattier 
was  a  traitor  in  league  with  the  English,  but  ho 
was  so  territied  that  he  pretended  to  believe  his 
minister's   false  assurances  of  friendship. 

THE     BATTLE    OF    PLASSEY. 

In  tlie  Tueanwhilo  ('live  was  advancing  rapidly 
with  his  army.  The  monsoon  had  set  in,  and  they 
had  to  march  through  a  torrent  of  rain.  They 
trudged  through  thick  nmd,  and  several  times  they 
had  to  wade  through  water  up  to  their  waists,  so 
that  it  was  ditticult  to  keep  their  ammunition  dry. 
After   a    weary   march    they    reached    I'lassey,    and 
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Clivc  halted  in  front  of  a  inantfo  jj^rovo  outsido  tlu; 
village.  As  the  army  was  taking  up  its  ])ositioii 
the  sounds  of  military  nuisic  was  borne  ujxni  the 
breeze.  It  was  a  warning  that  the  enemy  was  eloso 
at  hand. 

Sentries  were  posted,  and  while  his  men  tried 
to  get  some  sleep  upon  the  wet  ground  (Jlivo  ])assed 
the  nitjfht  thinking  out  the  arrangements  for  the 
morrow's  battle.  The  English  camp  was  surrounded 
by  a  mud  bank  and  ditch,  and  ("live  had  tixcd  his 
head([uarters  in  a  hunting  lodge  which  stood  at  a 
distance  of  fifty  yards  from  the  bank.  On  the 
morning  of  the  following  day,  June  :>8r(l,  1757,  a 
date  which  is  ever  memorable  in  English  history, 
Clive  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  hunting-lodge  to 
obtain  a  view  of  the  enemy's  position. 

Surajah  Dowlah's  army  lay  stretched  out  aliout 
a  mile  away.  It  consisted  of  thirty-five  thousand 
infantry,  fifteen  thousand  cavalry,  and  fifty-three 
heavy  guns,  besides  a  small  force  of  French  soldiers. 
As  the  morning  broke  they  advanced  in  a  long  line, 
and  the  sun  glittered  upon  their  waving  l)ami'rs  and 
flashed  from  the  drawn  swords  of  tlie  cavalry,  while 
the  gorgeous  costumes  of  the  Nabob's  officers  and 
the  scarlet  trappings  of  the  elephants  made  a  blazo 
of  brilliant  colour. 

Clive  himself  was  ab  nit  to  attack  this  great 
army  with  only  eleven  hundred  Europeans  and  two 
thousand  Sepoys.  The  numbers  were,  indeed,  trivial 
compared  with  those  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  but  Clive 
had  confidence  in  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  his 
own  men,  whereas  the  Nabob  was  trend)ling  every 
minute  lest  his  soldiers  should  betray  him. 
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Till!  hilt  tic  ho^-an  Willi  a  liot  tire  IVoiii  the  French 
,<,niniiers.  ('live  was  obli,i,--C(l  to  order  his  iiicii  to 
takf  shelter  in  the  iiianL;()  ^aove.  This  was  an 
excellent  position  of  delence,  for  the  men  were  well 
protected  from  ihe  French  ^nms,  while  they  were 
able  to  take  a  well-directed  aim  at  the  enemy.  For 
three  hours  the  caimonadc  lasted,  and  Clive  was 
now  anxiously  expecting  Meer  Jather  to  come  to  his 
assistance,  hnt  the  traitor  still  hesitated  to  declare 
himself  openly  for  the  British  nntil  they  had  gained 
a  decided  advantage.  At  mid-day  a  heavy  storm  of 
rain  I'ell,  and  the  Naboo's  cavalry  now  advanced 
towards  the  grove,  hoping  that  the  British  tire  Avas 
nearly  exhausted.  Meer  Miidan,  the  galhmt  leader 
of  the  cavalry,  charged  at  the  liead  of  his  warriors, 
but  they  were  received  by  a  hail  of  shot  from  the 
British  gims,  which  drove  them  back.  Meer  .Aludan 
liimself  was  killed  and  the  enemy  was  now  dis- 
heartened. .Meer  Jatiier  considered  that  he  might 
n(.w  saf.-ly  desert  tlui  Nabob,  and  he,  at  the  head 
<tf  a  body  of  soldiers,  moved  towards  the  liritish 
army.  For  a  time,  however,  the  British  guns  kept 
him  at  a  distance,  as  ( "live's  otticers  did  not  under- 
stand that  it  was  Meer  .lather  and  a  body  of  deserters. 

The  French  gunners,  who  had  (»ccupied  an  impor- 
tant p(»sition  in  advance  of  Surajah  I  )owlah's  main 
army,  were  now  compelled  to  retire.  Clive  then 
stationed  his  artillery  nearer  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
ordered  them  t»»  disable  the  en.emy  s  guns.  Surajah 
Dowlah's  gunners  struggled  to  bring  their  cannon  into 
action,  but  man  after  man  fell  before  the  steady  fii-e 
of  the  British.  At  last  Clive  saw  that  the  moment 
had  arrived  to  turn  the  tide  of  battle.     He  ordered 
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a  u^oncral  advance  of  his  army.  With  terriric  cheers 
the  liritish  dashed  forward.  The  enemy  wavered 
heloro  tlie  tierce  onshiuijht,  and  then  sta,i,'-<,'ered,  hroke 
into  disordered  masses,  and  fK-d  in  wild  retreat, 
Tlie  battle  of  Plassey  was  won.  With  the  loss  of 
only  twenty-three  killed  and  forty-nine  wonnded, 
(Tive  had  1,'ained  a  victory  which  would  residt  in 
hrin^nni,'  the  vast  and  s[)lcndid  Kmpire  of  India 
under  Uritish  rule. 

Surajah  Dowlah  Hed  to  Patna.  but  he  was 
betrayed  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and,  without 
dive's  knowledge,  was  put  to  death. 

Upon  th(.'  day  following  the  battle,  Meer  Jaftier 
paid  a  visit  to  Clive,  but  lie  was  very  nervt)us  as 
to  the  reception  he  was  likely  to  receive.  Indeed, 
when  a  guard  of  honour  turned  out  to  salute  him, 
Mecr  Jatiier  was  seen  to  start  violently.  He  was 
evidently  afraid  that  Clive's  soldiers  might  have 
received  orders  to  arrest  or  shoot  him.  His  fears, 
however,  were  groundless,  for  Clivc  received  him 
cordially  and  did  not  utter  a  reproach  about  his 
double  dealings  on  the  previous  day.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  appointed  him  as  Nabob  of  the  three, 
provinces — Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orissa— and  urged 
him  to  proceed  to  Moorshedabad  in  order  to  receive 
the  submission  of  the  native  officers.  A  few  days 
later  Clive  followed  the  successfid  traitor  to  Moor- 
shedabad, and  seated  him  on  the  throne  in  the 
presence  of  the  chief  men  of  the  province. 

THE     BRITISH    SUPREMACY     IN     I.NDI.4. 

Clive  now  became  all-powerfid  in  India.  Meer 
Jatfier,  the  new  Nabob,  had  expected  to  rule  in  the 
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same  indcpC'iKleiit  way  as  Siirajah  Dowlah  and  liis 
ancestors,  but  lie  soon  I'ound  to  his  ))ri»f()inid  dismay 
tliat  lie  was  ]»layin<;  "second  tiddle"  to  ('live.  The 
only  way  in  wliicli  he  coidd  retain  his  ))osition  was 
l»y  kcepint,'  on  i^'ood  terms  witli  the  Hritisli,  and  to  do 
tliis  lie  was  obliged  to  give  them  unlimited  priviles^es 
of  trade  and  new  lands,  Clive's  sehemes  had  been 
{terteclly  successful.  He  had  placed  a  man  on  the 
throne  of  Bengal  -who  was  merely  his  instrument  and 
could  act  in  no  way  without  his  authority.  The 
natives  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  power  of  the 
Uritish,  and  paid  supreme  homage  to  Clive.  The 
East  India  Company  became  innnensely  powerful 
and  wealthy,  and  the  whole  trade  of  India  now  passed 
through  their  hands. 

('live  was  appointed  Governor  ot  Bengal,  and  he 
I'.xercised  his  power  in  such  a  way  that  he  proved 
himself  to  be  as  great  a  statesman  as  he  was  daring 
in  war.  He  had  enormous  ditKculties  to  overcome, 
but  he  met  them  with  a  masterly  courage  and  power. 
The  French  were  still  at  war  with  the  British, 
and  made  strenuous  ettbrts  to  regain  their  former 
power  in  India.  At  this  time  also  (jlreat  Brititin  was 
at  war  with  Holland,  and  a  Dutch  Heet  sailed  into 
^ladras  harbour  to  attack  the  East  India  Company. 
Mecr  Jather,  who  was  a  born  traitor,  and  coidd  not 
be  loyal  even  to  the  man  who  had  placed  him  on  the 
throne,  secretly  encouraged  the  French  and  Dutch 
against  the  British. 

To  add  to  Clive's  difficulties,  a  native  prince, 
called  the  Shahzada,  claimed  the  throno  of  Bengal, 
Behar,  and  Orissa.  He  gathered  together  a  great 
army,   and   attacked   Meer   JatHer   and   the   British. 
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C'livo,    by    prudent    slatcsiiiiinship    and    unHinchi' 

o()ura<r«',    overcame    all    those    ohstades    to    Hri     li 

siiproniacy  in  India.      The  Frcncli  and    Dntrli   \,cro 

driven   out  of  India,  and   tlu;   Shah/ada's  army  was 

destroyed.       From    (al(Mitta    to    Madras   the    Hrifish 

were  now  triumphant,  and  the  wealth  of  the  Indian 

Km[)ir(^    poured    into    the    eotlers  of   the   East  India 

Ct)mpany. 

THE     REFORMATION    OF    THE     EAST     INDIA 
COMPANY. 

dive  at  lenj,'th  returned  to  Kn,i,dand,  wiiere  he 
was  received  with  acclamation  by  the  whole  nati(»n. 
lie  entered  Parliament,  and  i^ave  valuable  advice  to 
the  Government  with  rcga)(l  to  the  proper  control 
of  aftairs  in  India, 

Unfortunately,  durmg  his  absence  from  India  the 
state  of  things  in  that  country  became  most  unsatis- 
factory. We  have  already  said  that  the  East  India 
Company  paid  miserable  salaries  to  its  junior  otHcials, 
and  they  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  increase  their 
incomes  by  trading  on  their  own  account.  When 
the  (_'ompany  became  all-powerful  in  India,  through 
the  genius  of  Clive,  this  practice  of  private  tratle  was 
abused  to  an  abominable  extent.  The  junior  otficials, 
taking  advantage  of  the  power  of  the  C'«)mpany, 
grasped  the  natives'  Tuoney  and  op{)resscd  them  to 
such  a  degree  that  they  had  even  been  more  pros- 
perous under  the  tyranny  of  such  rulers  as  Surajah 
Dowdah.  The  natives  were  fast  learning  to  hate  the 
name  of  Englishman  with  an  intense  bitterness,  and 
all  the  influence  which  Clive  had  gained  by  his  strict 
justice  and  humanity  was  dcstroved  by  these  greedy 
otiicials. 
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At,  last  niattiTs  becaiiio  so  bad  that  Clivo  \\i\s 
a«,Min  sent  (»ut  to  India  to  do  away  witli  those  ahnsos. 
llu  was  (.nco  iimro  ap})ointe<l  (iovernor  and  Coni- 
inandor-in-('hicf  of  Hcii^mI.  No  sooner  had  ho  set 
foot  in  India  tlian,  wjtli  his  usual  cnert;y  and  coiu-aire, 
he  set  to  work  to  hrinL,"-  about  a  re(ornii'tion  in  the 
Company.  One  of  his  tirst  reforms  was  to  forbid 
the  Company's  officers  to  trade  on  their  own  account. 
AIthoui,di  he  compensated  them  somewhat  for  their 
loss  by  raisinjr  their  salaries,  this  new  rule  caused 
bitter  opposition.  Ciive  was  hated  by  every  mendter 
<»f  the  C«»mpany  who  had  1,'rown  rich  by  oopressm'' 
tile  natives. 

Clive  now  trained  a  victory  more  diilicult  even 
than  that  of  IMassey.  A  nund.er  of  British  otiicers 
in  command  of  the  native  regiments  belongia^r  i,,, 
the  Company,  indignant  at  the  reforms  which  Clive 
was  enforcing,  nuitinied  against  him,  and  sent  in  their 
resignations.  It  was  a  difHcult  and  dangerous  posi- 
tion. Only  a  few  officers  remained  faithful  to  the 
(iovernor,  but  Clive  acted  with  a  courage  and  deter- 
mination which  deserve  the  highest  praise. 

He  was  resolved  to  restore  order  at  any  price. 
"I  must  sec  the  S(»ldiers'  bayonets  levelled  at  my 
throat,"  he  said,  "before  I  can  be  induced  to  give 
way."  lie  placed  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  under 
arrest,  and  sent  them  to  England.  The  others  ho 
sent  down  to  Calcutta,  and  replaced  them  by  good 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  on  whom  he 
could  rely.  Then  he  pointed  out  to  the  rebellious 
officers  that  disobedience  is  one  of  the  worst  crimes 
that  a  soldier  can  commit.  He  showed  them  the 
consequences  of  their  act.     If  they  mutinied  against 
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their  roimiiiindcr-iti-Cliicr,  the  native  soldiers  would 
l»o  eiicouriii,'ed  to  rebel  apiiiist  (he  otlicers  lliein- 
selves,  and  a  terrible  state  d'  atVairs  niivdit  nsnit. 
Olive's  vi«ior»»us  condiiet  was  successful.  Tlio  otlicers 
w<'re  l-i'ouj^ht  back  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  those 
who  liad  resipied  petitioned  to  be  restored  to  their 
positions,  ('live  now  acted  with  as  great  a  modera- 
tion as  lie  had  formerly  been  resolute,  lie  accej)ted 
the  otlicers'  apoloj^nes,  and  yave  them  back  their  rank. 
The  dan,L,'er  Mas  now  at  an  end,  and  from  that  day  to 
this  our  liritish  otlicers  have  always  been  loyal  to 
their  ••oiuitry  and  faitliful   to  their  duty. 

Many  other  abuses  were  ])Ut  down  by  Clive's 
stron<,'  hand,  and  when  he  returned  to  KiiL^dand  in 
17(17,  he  had  restored  order  and  good  govermuent  to 
the  F«ist  In(ha  Company. 

Unfortunately,  Clive's  strict  and  vigorous  actions 
raised  up  a  host  of  enemies  against  him,  and  he  had 
no  sooner  set  foot  in  England  than  they  trie<l  to  dis- 
grace him  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen.  Abominable 
stories  were  circulated  which  accused  him  of  having 
eonunitted  every  possible  crime  in  India.  At  last 
he  was  called  upon  by  i'arliament  to  defend  his 
conduct  in  India  before  a  Connnittee  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

He  was  put  u)>on  his  defence  "  more,"  as  he  said, 
"like  a  sheep  stealer  than  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons."  One  of  the  chief  accusations  against  him 
was  that  he  had  committed  a  crime  when  he  accepted 
a  sum  of  £200,000  from  Meer  Jattier  as  a  reward  for 
having  placed  him  upon  the  thron<\ 

There  is  no  need  here  to  discuss  at  lenirth  how 
far  Clive  was  wrong  in  this  matter.     There  can  be  no 
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(loiil't  thai  iitiwadiiys  ti  )^'fiu  ral  would  huvo  no  ri'L,'lit 
to  .incjtl  any  siiin  ot  inuiicy  t'lom  u  t'orciijii  princo  tor 
s«.T\ir(s  iriideicd  in  warraic.  Tlicic  was  u  ditlcn'nct', 
hnwcvcr,  in  (  lives  rase.  In  tlir  first  plare,  lie  was  a 
Servant  oI'iIm'  Kast  ln<lia  CnnijtMny, and  not  appointed 
directly  \>y  tlio  llrifisii  ( lovernnient.  Secondly,  it 
was  tile  national  eiistoin  of"  Indian  princes  to  niuke 
rii'li    presents   to  those   who  Jiad   served   them. 

('live  niado  a  lonj,'  and  elo(|Uent  speeeli  in  his  own 
defence.  W'iien  lie  came  to  this  last  accusation,  lie 
broke  out    witli   indi^Miant  words: 

"  When  I  recollect  enterint,'  the  Nahoh's  fn-asiiry 
at  Moorshedahad,  witii  ]ieaj»s  of  j,'<»l<l  an<l  silver  to 
the  rij^dil  and  to  the  left,  and  these  crowned  with 
jewels,  by  Heavens!  at  this  moiuent  do  I  stand 
astonished   at   my  own  moderation!" 

dive's  defence  made  it  clear  that  his  conduct  in 
India  had  been  entirely  in  the  interest  of  his  coimtry, 
and  that  ho  deserved  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen 
for  all  time. 

The  House  of  Commons  aecpiitted  him  of  any 
criiue,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  imanimously  that 
"  Robert,  Lord  C'live,  did  render  •,'reat  and  meritorious 
services  to  his  count ly." 

dive's  rc})utation  was  now  cleared,  and  tlie  Hnj^dish 
nation  looked  u{)on  hitn  once  more  as  a  j^reat  her<>. 
But,  althout,di  his  enemies  had  failed  in  their  efforts 
to  ruin  him,  they  had  broken  the  heart  of  the  i^Teatest 
Knjj^lishman  of  that  time.  Durint;  his  examination  in 
the  House  of  Commons  he  had  been  treated  in  a 
cruel  and  iunoble  manner.  He  wiis  conscious  that 
lie  had  devoxHl  himself  entirely  to  the  service  of 
his  country,  which  had  dealt  with  him  in  return  like 
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a  common  maU'tiictor.  It  was  more  tlian  his  proud 
spirit  t'ouM  l»cur,  ami  wlicii  tho  oxoitLMiii  iiL  of  llir 
»ii(|Miry  uas  over,  lio  srltltul  into  a  i^'looniy  and 
dt'jet'lt'd  nuMxl  wliidi  no  ctlort  on  the  part  of  his 
trionds  ut)uld  remove.  His  mind  was  unliinijed,  and, 
ill  last,  at  the  early  a<,'('  ot"  i'orty-nin*',  tliis  t^'reat 
Kn,i,dislunan,  whose  name  now  shines  witli  a  splendid 
fame  which  no  one  can  deny  him,  [)Ut  an  end  to  his 
life  witli  his  own  hand. 

The  East  India  Comj)any  survived  his  death  for 
nearly  a  century,  but  <,'radually  its  jiowers  were  taken 
over  by  the  British  (iovi-rmnent,  and,  at  last,  after 
the  jifreat  Indian  Mutmy  in  1857,  it  cease<l  to  exist, 
and  Queen  Victoria  became  sovereign  of  India,  and 
Wiis  proclaimed  Empress  in  1875. 
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THE    DOMINION    OF    CANADA. 

A  crriZK.v  of  tlio   I'nited   Kini^^dom   visiting  for  tlie 
iirst  time  the  (  uiudian  province  of  (,)iicboc,  (••in  liardly 
believe  that   lie  is  in  a   Bntish  country.      H..  meets 
thousands  of  people  who  sp.-ak  Fren.h  as  their  native 
language,  and  who  j)ractise  many  customs  which  they 
seem  to  have  learnt  from  tlu;  peasants  of  Xormandv 
and  linttaiiy.     In  their  chm-ches  the  Koman  Catholic 
rehgi-ra   IS    taught,  and   in    their   (Courts    of  .Justice 
many   French    hiws    arc   administered.      The    same 
customs  and  the  same  language  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Maritunc  I'rovinces  of  Canada,     fndeed,  through- 
out the  great  Dominion,  little  colonies  of  pt'ople  nmy 
bo    found  speaking  the    language  and    retaining  the 
old  customs  of  France. 

How  is  it,  one  may  ask,  tJiat  so  many  French 
people  dwell  in  a  Dritish  country  under  IJritish  ride  ^ 
The  answer  to  this  question  is  to  be  found  in  the 
life  of  James  Wolfe,  for  it  was  this  great  general 
aided  by  gallant  J;i;tish  .soldi.-rs,  who  .-ompiered' 
Canada  trom  the  French  rulers  to  whom  it  first 
helongcd.  and  who  a.lded  the  wealth  and  greatness 
ot  the   !)on!mi<m  to  the  Uritish  Empire. 

James  Wolfe  was   born  in   1727,  at   Westerliam, 
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ill  Kent.  JIc  was  the  so!i  of  a  distiui^uished  soldier, 
({oncnd  Kdward  Wolfe,  and  of  a  beautiful  and  accoiii- 
|)lishfd  lady,  named  Henrietta  Thompson. 

From  a  very  early  aL,'e  he  longed  to  beeomc  a 
soldier  like  his  father,  and  when  ho  was  fifteen  years 
old  ho  entered  the  army  of  King  (Jeorge  II.  with  the 
rank  of  ensign.  He  soon  showed  an  extraordinary 
('a])aeity  for  commanding  men  and  inspiring  them 
with  his  own  entliusiasm.  There  was  plenty  of  light- 
ing to  be  done  in  those  days,  lor  England  was  at  war 
with  her  old  enemy,  France.  Then,  in  1745,  IJonnie 
Prince  Charlie  cro.ssed  over  the  Scottish  Border  with 
his  Highlanders,  and  proclaimed  himself  king  in 
defiance  of  King  (Jeorge.  \V(»lfe,  the  boy  soldier, 
connnanded  a  regiment  of  foot  against  the  French 
at  the  Battle  of  Dettingcn,  and  afterwards  took  part 
in  the  Dattle  of  Culloden  Moor,  when  Prince  Ciiarlie's 
Highlanders  were  utterly  defeated,  and  the  brave  but 
rash  young  prince  had  to  fly  for  his  life. 

At  the  early  age  of  twenty-three  Wolfe  obtained 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  he  connnanded 
his  regiments  in  the  wild  districts  of  Scotland.  He 
afterwards  took  part  in  an  expedition  against  the 
French  port  of  Rochefort.  This  was  a  disastrous  failure- 
Most  of  the  P]nglisli  officers  who  commanded  the 
cxi)edition  were  severely  blamed  for  their  mismanage- 
ment. Wolfe,  however,  was  excepted  from  the  general 
blame.  His  fellow-officers  acknowledged  that  if  his 
advice  had  been  followed,  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
would  never  have  occurred.  His  conduct  on  this 
occasion  attracted  the  notice  of  William  Pitt,  the 
great  Fnglish  statesman  who  afterwards  became  the 
Earl  of  Chatham. 
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At  this  time  Pitt's  great  Jiiiibition  was  to  strike 
a  Mow  at  France,  then  at  war  with  Kngland,  by  at- 
tacking her  Canadian  colonies.  Tiiis  was  a  perilous 
undertaking.  The  principal  towns  ot'  (_'anada — (^Miebec, 
Montreal,  and  hoiiishurg — wen;  strongly  tortitied  and 
defended  by  some  ot"  the  best  troops  and  the  most 
distint-uished  irenorals  of  Franco.  Then,  the  climate 
of  Canada  is  so  severe  that  lor  many  montlis  in  the 
year  the  seas  and  rivers  are  ice-bound.  Again,  the 
country  was  such  an  enormous  distance  from  any 
British  port  that  if  Jh-itish  sailors  or  soldiers  wore 
on(!e  landed  on  the  coast,  they  might  starve  before 
supplies  could  be  sent  to  them  from  Kngland.  Yet  in 
spite  of  all  these  ditticulties,  IMtt  determined  to  .send 
out  a  British  army  to  attack  Canada. 

THE    SIEGE    OF     LOUISBURG. 

In  June,  1758,  Admiral  Boscawen,  with  a  splendid 
fleet  of  English  ])attleships  carrying  on  board  eleven 
thousand  six  hundred  soldiers,  sailed  outside  the 
harbour  of  Louisburg  on  the  rocky  shore  of  Capo 
Breton.  The  town  of  Louisburg  was  strongly  fortified, 
and  defended  by  agarri.son  of  French  soldiers  nund)er- 
ing  three  thousand  and  eighty,  with  a  force  of  armed 
citizens  and  a  band  of  Indians.  On  the  walls  of  the 
fortifications  were  two  hundred  and  forty  cannon,  and 
in  the  harbour  were  twelve  battleships  containing 
three  thousand  men.  The  French  were  nearly  equal 
in  number  and  much  stronger  in  position  than  the 
Eu'dish,  but  in  the  English  army  was  an  officer  who 
was  worth  a  host  in  himself.  This  was  Colonel 
Wolfe. 

The  English  captured  the  ships  in  the  harbour 
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and  surrounded  tlic  forfilieations  of  L()uis])urc]f. 
Wolfe  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the  attaek.  His  tall, 
thin  H<'ure  was  to  he  seen  in  the  foremost  of  tlie  tiffht, 
aninjatin;.,'  his  soldiers  with  tiery  words,  and  da  lung 
in  advance  wlien  any  of  his  men  fell  back  before  the 
hot  tire  of  the  enemy.  After  a  u'allant  defence  o»  ihc 
part  of  the  French,  the  couraij^e  and  determination  of 
the  P]n<,dis]i  soldiers  compelled  them  to  surrender. 
The  FrcMich  stronf^hold  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Fu'^lish,  and  Wolfe  returned  to  En,L,-Iand,  to  be 
welcomed  by  his  countrymen  with  the  well-earned 
title  of  the  "  Ihn-o  of  L')uisbur^'." 

The  m;m  who  had  sj^ained  this  title  was  in  no  way 
like  the  pojMilar  idea  of  a  hero  in  outward  appear- 
ance. His  features  were  very  peculiar,  indeed,  almost 
conu'cal.  He  liad  a  lurned-up  nose,  a  recedinijf  chin, 
and  a  slopinuf  forehead.  His  h^^s  were  long  and  thin, 
his  (iliest  narrow,  and  his  hair  a  fiery  red.  His  con- 
stitution was  very  delicate.  At  sea  he  was  always 
si(!k,  and  on  land  he  was  very  often  an  invalid.  It 
s<M  uied  difficult  to  believe  that  this  pecidiar-looking 
y<»ung  man  was  in  any  way  hcroii;.  15ut  liis  soldiers 
and  fellow  ollicers  knew  that  in  that  feeble  frame 
beat  a  hero's  heart  which  no  danger  could  atiright. 
He  had  a  l)iu'ning  love  for  his  country,  and  whenever 
any  servici^  was  to  be  done,  or  any  danger  to  be 
eiKiomitered  in  the  service  of  that  country,  he  con- 
strained his  p;)or  weak  body  to  execute  the  conunands 
of  Ids  daring  and  enthusiastic  spirit. 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  man  whom  William 
Pitt,  tlie  1^'ime  Minister  of  Fnijland.  now  selected  to 
undertake  a  task  so  ditticidt  and  daring  that  it  seemed 
almost  hopeless.    This  was  nothing  less  than  to  attaek 


OEXEHAL    WOLFE. 


lf)8 


Quebec,   the   capital   of  Ciiniula,   and    the   strongest 
fortress  of  the  French  in  tlieir  western  colonies. 

At  this  time  Wolfe  was  over  thirty  }ears  old,  bnt 
Titt  raised  hini  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  gave 
him  supreme  connnand  of  the  expedition,  and  allowed 
him  to  choose  his  own  ofHcers.  Wolfe  did  not  take 
heed  of  superiority  of  rank  or  age,  but  he  chose  those 
officers  on  whose  courage  and  talent  he  could  mos», 
rely.  This  way  of  going  to  work  greatly  shocked  ono 
of  the  king's  ministers,  who  told  his  sovereign  th.u. 
Pitt's  new  general  was  mad.  "Mad,  is  he?"  cried 
King  CJeorge,  "  then  I  hope  he  will  bite  .some  others 
of  my  generals." 

THE    SIEGE    OF    QUEBEC. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  175!),  the  h'nglish  fleet 
set  sail  from  Spithead.  Wolfe  himself  was  on  board 
the  Xcjttcnf  with  Admiral  Saunders.  As  usual,  the 
sea  made  him  horribly  ill,  but  he  stood  on  board 
his  vessel  and  dire<'ted  the  arrangeuients  of  his  troops, 
regardless  of  his  pain  and  .seasickness.  Across  the 
Atlantic  sailed  the  fleet  to  the  harboiu'  of  Louis- 
burg,  where  they  were  reinforced  by  another  sipiadron 
of  ships  and  soldiers.  Wolfe  was  now  in  conunaiid 
of  nearly  nine  thousand  men.  He  was  well 
.satisfled  with  their  condition.  "Our  troo])S  are 
♦food,"  he  wrote  to  Pitt,  "anil  if  valour  can  make 
amends  for  the  want  of  numbers,  we  shall  probably 
succeed." 

On  the  Gth  of  .lune  the  fleet  .sailed  out  of  Louis- 
buri;  harbour,  and  towards  the  end  of  June  thev 
reached  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  On  June  iuth 
they  anchored  off  the  island  of  Orleans,  which  lies 
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in  tlie  nioiitli  of  the  St.  Lawrcnrc,  a  few  miles  from 
(^)uel»e('.  Here  Wolfe  landed  with  the  army  and 
drove  bark  the  inhabitants,  who  made  a  feeble 
attempt  to  opposi^  them. 

From  this  island  Wolfe  gazed  across  the  river 
to  (^)nebee,  and  for  the  first  time  he  realised  the 
ditticulty — indeed,  almost  the  impos.sibility — of  his 
task. 

Three  or  four  miles  away  the  city  of  (^)nebec 
was  perched  npon  a  great  rock  which  served  as  a 
natnral  fortress.  Jiehind  the  city  itself  the  cliUs 
rose  higher  and  steeper  to  form  (ape  Diamond. 
Wolfe,  gazing  across  the  water,  could  see  the  stone 
iionses  clustered  on  the  rock,  with  here  and  there 
the  spire  of  a  church,  the  gabled  roof  of  a  convent, 
or  the  turrets  of  a  palace  or  hospital.  This  lofty 
stronghold  was  defended  by  a  great  munber  of 
batteries.  The  rocks  above  bristled  with  cannon, 
Avhile  below  the  clitf"  long  lines  of  these  iron  monsters 
guarded  the  strand,  ready  to  belch  forth  tii-e  and 
shot  upon  any  English  ship  venturesome  enough 
to  face  them. 

(^)nel!e<;  stands  on  a  bold  promontor}'  which 
projects  into  the  river  St.  l^awrence.  On  the  side 
nearest  to  the  isl.tnd  of  Orleans,  where  the  English 
army  was  encauiped,  the  river  St.  Charles  divides 
it  from  the  low-lying  ground  whicli  stretches  along 
the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  is  impossible  to 
understand  the  siege  of  (^)uebec  without  studying 
the  map,  but  a  glance  at  this  will  explain  the 
position  of  (he  French  and  English  better  tlian  any 
word.s.  All  along  the  banks  of  the  nver  as  far  as 
the   falls  of  Montmorenci   the   French   had   thrown 
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up  c.irtli works,  hcliind  wliich  stood  stron,i(  luittcrics 
of  <,nms.  In  the  river  itself  were  flo.itint^  batteries 
ami  a  numl>or  of  j^'iinboats  and  Hresliips.  A  thousand 
sailors  ni.uuicd  the  f^unhoats.  Fourteen  tliousand 
French  soldiers  and  a  lar<(e  body  of  Indians  i^iiarded 
the  shore  from  (^)nebec  to  the  falls  of  Montniorenci, 
while  the  city  of  Quebec  itself  was  defended  by 
nearly  two  thousand  men.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  French  Ibrces  nunibored  more  than  sixteen 
thousand  men,  with  the  advantage  of  a  natural 
strouijfhold  of  extraordinary  stren,<(th,  while  the 
British  forces  commanded  by  General  Wolfe  numbered 
only  nine  thousand  men. 

The  land  forces  of  the  French  were  under  tho 
conunand  of  the  Ahirquis  of  Montcalm,  a  general  of 
distinguished  bravery  and  skill,  who  was  aided  by 
other  officers  who  had  gained  a  reputation  iji  many 
hard-fought  battles.  Unfortiuiately  for  the  I'rench, 
tho  Governor  of  (»)uebec,  named  Vandreuil,  wlio  held 
a  superior  rank  to  the  Marquis  of  Montcalm,  was 
a  man  with  no  talent  for  war.  He  was  also  bitterlv 
jealous  of  ]\Iontcalm,  and,  with  a  mean  and  un- 
patriotic spirit,  was  always  more  ready  to  upset 
Montcalm's  plan  of  action  than  to  co-operate  with 
him  loyally  against  the  enemy. 

Montcalm  himself  was  always  on  the  alert,  and 
fortified  every  point  which  might  be  attacked  by 
the  Iiriti.sh. 

Never  did  a  British  general  have  to  face  a  more 
formidable  enemy  than  Wolfe  did  when  he  looked 
across  to  Quebec  from  the  island  of  Orleans.  Never, 
also,  did  a  British  general  face  that  enemy  with  more 
determination  and  courage. 
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THE     FRENCH     FIRE-SHIPS. 

Two  iiij^Oits  alter  (lie  lliitisli  army  hud  landed 
(in  the  island  ot"  Orleans  the  French  made  an  ctlort 
t«>  destroy  the  Knt;lish  fleet  which  lay  at  anchor.  It 
was  eleven  o'clock  and  the  night  was  very  dark.  The 
l>ritish  sentries  })aced  np  and  down  the  Point  of 
Orleans,  straining  their  eyes  through  the  darkne.ss 
tor  any  sign  ot"  the  enemy.  Snddeidy  they  heeame 
aware  of  dark  masses,  Itlacker  even  than  the  siiadows 
ot"  the  night,  approaching  across  the  water,  and 
they  guessed  that  they  were  French  shij)s.  Suddenly 
tongues  of  tire  leapt  into  the  darkness  and  outlined 
the  masts  and  rigging  of  the  ships.  Then  a  terrific 
explosion  resounded  across  the  sea,  followed  hy 
another  and  yet  another.  The  tongues  of  flame 
melted  into  masses  of  roaring  fire,  which  floated 
nearer  and  nearer  to  the  JJritish  fleet,  threatening 
it  with  destruction.  It  was  the  French  fire-shijKS, 
which  were  being  saikd  towards  the  Engli.sh  fleet 
by  a  French  officer  named  Delouehe.  They  had 
been  daubed  with  ])itch  and  tar,  and  crowded  with 
bondis,  old  cannon  loaded  with  shot  and  iron:  they 
were  tilled  with  every  kind  of  explosive.  Unfortu- 
nately for  his  scheme,  Delouehe  lost  liis  nerve  at 
the  last  moment  and  set  fire  to  the  vessels  before 
they  were  near  enough  to  the  liritish  fleet.  One 
French  captain  and  half-a-dozen  sailors  were  burnt 
alive  before  they  could  escape  in  the  boats,  and 
niany  of  the  tire-ships  ran  ashore  before  they  reached 
a  British  vessel.  The  others  were  ca])tured  by  daring 
English  sailors,  who  rowed  towards  them  in  small 
boats,  grappled  them  with  hooks,  towed  them  to  the 
shore,  and  then  watched  them,  at  a  safe  distance, 
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cxi>lu(lin<r,  burning',  liissin<(,  and  cnicklint,'  with 
liiiriiiloss  fury. 

Soon  after  this  failure  on  tlie  part  of  the  French, 
Wolfe  sailed  from  the  island  of  Orleans  and  eaj)tnred 
a  j)ronK>ntory  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  named 
I'oint  Levi.  This  is  opposite  the  city  of  Quchec,  and 
from  this  ground  Wolfe  hurled  sliot  and  shell  into 
the  town.  Hut  it  was  dreadful  and  almost  useless 
work,  for  although  he  miglit  destroy  a  nuiltitude 
of  houses  it  would  be  Just  as  dittieiilt  to  capture  the 
city  as  long  as  the  French  army  guarded  iho 
inaccessil.le  rock  upon  which  it  was  built. 

At  last  Wolfe  grew  weary  of  this  continual  fight- 
ing without  result,  and  he  determined  to  strike  a 
blow  full  in  the  face  of  the  French  army. 

THE   ATTACK   ON   THE    BEAUPORT   SHORE. 

Along  the  JBeauport  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
where  the  French  army  was  entrenched,  the  banks  of 
the  river  were  very  steep.  A  mile  from  Montmorenci, 
a  broad  ^  rand  lies  between  the  banks  of  the  river  and 
the  water,  and  at  low  tide  a  floor  of  mud  nearly  half  a 
mile  wide  joins  the  dry  strand.  Upon  the  edge  of  the 
strand  the  French  had  erected  gun  batteries,  and  these 
were  defended  by  the  guns  in  the  en"*enchments  which 
lined  the  banks  above.  It  was  this  position  which 
Wolfe  decided  to  attack.  He  was  not  aware  that  the 
gun  batteries  on  the  strand  could  be  aided  by  the 
French  tire  from  the  entrenchments  above.  He 
hoped  that  if  he  attacked  one  of  the  batteries  down 
below,  the  French  would  come  down  from  their 
entrenchments,  and  he  would  thus  be  able  to  tight 
them  on  equal  ground. 
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Wolfe  left  suHicient  f<»ncs  (<»  ifiiunl  Point  \a'\\, 
and  with  live  tlioiisiuid  men  in  a  tied  of  lioats  lie 
aj)peare(l  in  front  of  the  vilhiL't!  i>f  Heaiiporl.  This 
Was  only  to  deceive  the  Fivnch.  The  Manjuis  of 
Montcalm  was  donhttnl  whether  Wolte  intended  to 
foree  a  hindinj,'  at  15eau|)ort  or  at  s«»ine  other  part  of 
the  shore,  and  his  ])er|)lexity  inereascd  when  the  boats 
roucd  to  and  fro  to  hide  their  real  desit^'n. 

in  the  meanwhile  the  Uritish  warship  Crnforlcii 
an<h(»rcd  near  the  Falls  of  Montniorenei  and  opened 
Hre  npon  the  hatteries  on  the  stran<l.  Shortly  after- 
wards two  t^'nnhoats  crept  dose  to  the  redonbt  and 
tired  upon  it  until  the  tide  went  out,  leavin,i(  them 
stranded  on  the  nuid.  Then  a  battery  of  forty 
cannon,  which  Wolfe  had  erected  on  tlie  lieii^hts  of 
Montniorenei,  fired  across  the  Falls  into  th'  anch 
entrenchments.  The  tide  wa^  now  out,  and  t  time 
had  come  for  the  f^reat  action.  Wolfe's  Meet  of  boats 
rowed  steadily  towards  the  French  batteries  on  the 
strand,  and  the  troops  jum[)e<l  ashore  on  to  the  oo/cy 
mud  left  by  the  receding  tide.  Now  a  fearful  roar  of 
cannon  broke  forth.  The  Cciiturioii  hurled  the  deailly 
conti>nts  of  all  her  cannon  u})on  the  French  batteries, 
while  the  jrunboats  stranded  upon  tlu-  mud  oj)ened 
tire  sinudtaneousl}^  The  French  batteries  replied, 
an<l  under  a  hailstorm  of  .shot  the  British  tnx.ps 
assendjled  on  the  luuddy  shore.  Thirteen  (•om))anies 
of  Crenadiers  and  a  detachment  of  Koyal  Americans 
were  the  first  to  jtunp  from  the  boats,  while  Monck- 
ton's  Brigade  and  Fraser's  Highlanders  landed  as 
speedily  as  possible.  Unfortunately  the  Grenadiers 
became  wild  with  a  desire  to  get  to  clo.sc  quarters  with 
the  enemy,  and  without  orders  irom  their  otiicers  they 
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(liislifd  lowjinls  OIK'  of  till'  l);itt«'ries  liffiriitli  tin-  si. fit 
ii.iiiks  of  tlir  rivt'iv  I'll'')'  citptiinMl  this  fn)iii  the 
Kiotnli  yiinnors,  l»ut  no  sooner  hail  they  done  so  than 
a  torrent  •)f  shot  and  shell  |)onred  into  their  ranks 
Iroiii  the  enemy's  entrenchments  jihove  Ihmdreds 
of  (ireiiadiers  rolled  upon  the  mnd,  hut  their  com- 
rades, with  loud  eheers,  tried  to  seramhle  np  the  stecj) 
l'aid<s.  The  French  and  Canadian  troops,  secnre  in 
their  entrenchments,  answered  the  Hritish  cheers  with 
slionts  of  "  Vinir  Roi  !"  juid  tireil  incessant  volleys 
ot  shot  upon  the  hravc  fellows  who  tried  desperately 
to  i^'ain  the  hei,«,dits,  an'l  wh  >  fell  dead  and  w.-unded 
hefore  the  deadly  stttrm.  At  this  moment  it  l>e,i(an 
to  rain  in  torrents,  so  that  the  French  conld  no  lonirer 
see  the  (Jrenadiers.  The  annnnnition  of  hoth  French 
and  Fnylish  became  wet,  and  the  river  banks  so 
slippery  that  it  was  im[)ossible  to  elindj  them.  Those 
of  the  (Jrenadiers  who  remained  alive  retreated  to  the 
strand,  but  they  wonld  not  ackno\vled,i(e  their  defeat, 
and,  with  true  Hritish  blindness  on  such  occasions, 
they  manitained  that  the  storm  had  saved  the  French 
from  destruction. 

Wolfe,  liowever.  saw  clearly  that  it  wonld  be  mad- 
ness- to  make  another  attack  upon  siicli  an  im[»reL,'nable 
l)osition,and  he  ordered  his  tr(M»ps  to  retreat.  As  they 
embarked,  the  French  soldiers, with  their  Canadian  and 
Indian  allies,  yelled  derisively  at  the  retreat in,<.(  army, 
but  the  British  soldiers  waved  their  hats  and  dared 
them  to  come  down  and  tii,dit  on  level  gronnd. 

W  olic  was  bitterly  disappointed,  and  he  sternly 
repriniandetl  the  (irenadiers  for  ilieir  rashness,  lint 
still  he  wonld  noL  lose  heart,  and  he  now  adopted  a 
new  plan.     This  was  to  threaten  the  Freneli  ubovo, 
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iiistosul  of  l.tl<.\v\  the  <'lty  <>f  <,Mi<l«^<'.  If*'  onlcml 
Admiral  llnltnrs  to  tiikc  \\\o  ticrt  up  llic  river  past 
the  Freiicli  hiitterii's,  ati<l  twelve  huiKhcd  troops 
Hinler  r.ri^'Jidier  Murray  einharkei'  oii  flat -holtomcd 
hoats  to  a<(;(mi|>any  liiiii.  In  spite  i>\'  tlie  Kreueli 
hatterics  tlu;  Hritish  ships  siu-ceeded  in  «;aiiiiii^'  tlie 
upper  part  ot  the  river  without  iiiueli  (hmiau'e. 
Mrij^'adirr  Murray  tried  to  ,i,^»iii  a  footiut?  ahuvt- 
(^Jueltec,  hut  til'teeu  hundred  French  sohliors,  iui(hr 
(leneral  Houj^ainvillo,  succeeded  in  repulsing  hitii 
every  time  he  made  the  attempt. 

the  British  army  was  now  dismayed  hy  the  news 
that  their  well-beloved  general  was  dangerously  ill. 
\V(»lte  had,  until  ''len,  heen  tlie  '^fc  and  soul  of  the 
army.  With  until  :g  eiu-rgy  and  vigilance  ho  had 
j)assed  from  regiment  to  vegiment  and  from  camp 
to  camp,  encouraging  the  soldiers  and  directing  his 
otlicers.  Now  he  lay  ill  and  helj^less  in  a  farmhouse 
at  Monlmoreuci.  His  body  was  racked  with  disease, 
and  his  mind  sutVered  from  the  disappointment  of 
his  hopes  an<l  the  apparent  impossibility  of  his  task. 
At  last,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  army,  his  health 
improved,  and  he  was  able,  once  more,  to  direct 
the  operations  of  I  lie  siege. 

He  now  called  a  c(»uncil  <•!  his  otlicers  and  asked 
them  to  suggest  a  scheme  for  a  tinal  and  decisive 
attack  upon  the  eiietuy.  After  many  proposals  liad 
been  made,  e(pially  daring  and  ditticult  to  accompli.sh. 
one  course  of  action  was  decided  upon  by  Wolfe  and 
his  orticers.  This  was  a  desperate  plan.  On  the  north 
shore  of  the  Si.  Lawrence,  above  the  city  ot  Quebec. 
Wolfe  had  noticed  through  his  telescope  a  narrow 
path  which  ran  up  the  face  of  the  woody  precipice 
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At  (lie  tit])  ho  liiul  srcn  uboiit  u  dozen  white  tents, 
and  1k'  tli(»ii-lit  that  the  Frendi  nii,^lit  be  so  con- 
ti(K'nt  that  no  danger  need  be  feared  in  this  quarter 
that  the  ,i(ii;ii(l  nijoht  be  sniidl  enoni^di  to  be  easily 
overi.o\vered.  This  place,  which  was  tju'ii  ealled  A  //sr 
ilti  Foalni),  or  Fiiller's  Cove,  is  now  known  as  Wolfe's 
Cove.  It  is  close  to  ii  pl.iteau  outside  the  city  of 
(,)iiebec,  called  the  IMains  of  Abraham.  Wolfe's  i)lan 
was  to  send  about  two  hiindri'd  men  up  the  steep  and 
narrow  path  of  Fuller's  (\>ve,  and,  if  they  .sueeeeded 
in  .Uaiiiintr  ihr  heights  and  (.verj.ouerin,!,'  the  French 
t,niard,  he  would  follow,  himself,  with  the  whole  army. 

THE    HBI(iHT5    OF    ABRAHAM. 

All  }>reparations  were  now  made  to  earry  (»ui  this 
attempt.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  Hritish  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  t.ieir  various  positions  and  as.sembled 
on  the  Point  of  Orleans  and  Point  Levi,  as  close  to 
<^>uebee  as  possible,  while  a  larye  number  (»f  soldiers 
embarked  on  Admiral  Holmes's  ships,  wlierc  they 
were  joined  by  Wolfe  himself. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  Freneh  had  seen  the  m<. ve- 
in.'Uts  of  the  Uritish  army.  Tlay  thouj^dit  with  joy 
that  Wolfe  had  abandoned  the  sieye  and  was  about  to 
return  to  Kni^land  with  his  army.  Vet  they  had 
learnt  somethiiiL;-  of  Wolte's  ardent  eharacter,  and 
they  fully  expected  a  last  desperate  attack  before 
he  t.M.k  his  departure.  The  Manpiis  of  Montcalm 
had  taken  every  precaution  for  defence.  Every 
op<-niiii;  in  the  (litis  which  a  cat  would  have  found 
diihcult  to  climb  was  defended  with  a  French  'niani 
Fven  the  Anso  du  Foulon  was  not  neyleeted,  and 
a  French  olticer  named  Captain   de  X'ergor,  with  a 
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l)()(lv  of  colonial  troops,  had    hvow   ordfml   to  take 
up  his  position  at  this  ponit. 

At  last   the  day  arrived  when  Wolfe  decided  to 
make  his  great  etlort.     In  order  to  diri'ct  the  atten- 
tion   of   the    Fn-neh    iti    another   direction,    A(hnu-al 
Saunders  was  ordered  to  make  a  pretended    attack 
upon  the  Heauport  shore.      Accordingly,  on  the  iii<;ht 
(»f    September    12th,     1759,   tlie    A(hniral    thew    up 
his  Heet  (dose  to  the  Beauport  shore,  and  soon  every 
gun  and  every  musket  on   hoard  the   British   vessels 
roared  with  shot  an<l  shell.     The  Manpiis  of  Mont- 
calm   was    thoroughly    deceived.     Nearly   the    whole 
of  the   French    army    was    concentrated    upon    the 
Jieauport  shore,  and  while  Admiral  Saunders's   HeeL 
thiuidered  detiance,  the  French  gave   little  heed  to 
the  small    British  Meet  which  lay  silently  at  anchor 
in   the  river  above  (^)uebec. 

As  soon  as  Wolfe  heard  the  boom  of  Admiral 
Saunders's  guns  he  ordered  the  boats  to  be  l<)wered 
and  the  troops  to  embark  in  them.  His  commands 
were  s[)eedily  carried  out,  and  the  boats  ([uietly 
floated  down  the  title  filled  with  the  excited  soldiers 
who,  in  a  short  time,  expected  to  be  engaged  m 
deadly  tight. 

\\\.lfe  himself,  in  spite  of  the  courage  which  never 
failed  him  in  the.  hour  of  danger,  must  have  felt  his 
heart  beat  quicker  as  he  sat  in  his  boat  and  peered 
through  the  darkness  of  night  towards  the  steep  clitVs 
on  the  top  of  which  the  French  army  was  encamped. 
Not  a  sound  broke  through  the  deep  silence  but  the 
"entle  lappin*'"  of  ih<'  water  lejaiust  the  boats  and  the 
subdued  conversation  of  the  British  soldiers.  Pre- 
bcntly  -perhaps  to  relieve  the  strain  on  his  feelings— 
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\V(.!r<.  iM-aii  t(.  rer'uv  in  a  low  voice  "  An  Klo-ry  j,,  . 
Conntrv  Clinrchyard,"  by  the  poet  Cray.  As  Ik 
L'Jinic  lo  I  lie  line   -^ 

'The  p.itlis  of  -lory  h-.n]   l.iit  to  tliv  ,i,qMVf,"' 

the  words  must  have  toiidud  liis  lieart  vorv  deeply, 
for  it  was  his  finn  heh.f  tliat  lie  would  die  in  llie 
hattle  ahoiit    to    takf   j>Ia('e. 

The  soldiers  listened  in  silence^  to  their  well- 
l.eloved  !^reneral  as  the  words  caino  from  his  lips  in 
the  darkiKss.  "  ( ientlenieii,"  ho  said  (piietly  when 
the  poem  was  Hiiished,  '•  I  would  rather  li:ive  written 
those  lines  than  take  (^Miebcc." 

i'lvsently.  as  the  boats  came  near  to  the  sIk.iv, 
a  sudden  shout  broke  the  stillness.  It  was  the 
ehallenne  ol"  a  French  sentrv. 

"  Who  i^oes  there  ^" 

A  Highland  otHcT  wlio  could  sj-eak  Freneli 
tlueiitly,  answered  the  question  by  a  sliou<  of 
"  France  !  " 

"Of  whai  re.n-nnont  ?"  continued  tlie  sentry. 
"Of  (he   <,»ueeirs,"  answered    tlie    Hiehland"r,   in 
French. 

The  sentry  was  satisHed.  for  he  knew,  as  did  the 
I'jiulish  also,  that  some  soldiers  of  that  reoiuient  were 
cxj.ected  to  accompany  some  French  provision  boats 
down  the  river.  The  Knejish  boats  passed  on,  and  a 
little  while  later  they  reached  the  Aiise  du  Foulon. 
TIh'  trooj)s  now  landed  (jnietly.  and  st(jod  on  a  strand 
beneatli  the  st<'e{)  clitts,  which  were  covenHl  with 
bushes  and  tree>.  Tuenly-four  men  liad  volunteered 
to  lead  the  way  up  the  heiVhts;  and  while  their 
comrades  stood  on  the  strand  they  scrambled  up  tho 
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narrow  patliwjiy,  hcli>int,'  theiuselves  u[)  by  cliiij;iiit,' 
to  tho  bushes  on  oil  her  side.  At  hist  they  readied 
the  crest  of  tlie  chtVs,  and  tlicy  innnediately  pereeived 
tlic  white  tents  of  the  French  ,i;uard  a|.|)earin«,' 
throuj^di  the  (hi>-kness.  Without  a  uiouient's  'lesi- 
tation  the  twtMity-four  vohuitecrs  dashed  upon  the 
sleepy  Frencli  soMicrs.  Captain  de  A'eri^or  was 
eapturcd  as  he  h'apt  out  of  bed,  and  his  soUhers  tied 
without   uuieh   resistance. 

The  troops  waiting  below  heard  the  nnisket  shots 
and  clicering,  and  they  ynessed  that  tlicir  conuiuh's 
h;  .  ti'ained  a  footin.t*'  on  the  heights.  At  the  word  of 
command  fi(»m  Wolfe  they  scrambled  hastily  up  th(> 
steep  pathway.  As  soon  as  all  the  troops  liad 
assembled,  they  took  up  their  position  in  th(,>  level 
meadow  land  calle<l  the  Tlains  of  Abraham.  At  the 
further  end  of  them  was  the  city  of  Quebec,  but  it 
was  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  the  lU-ilish  army  by  a 
ridge;  of  rising  ground.  This  ridge  was  suddenly 
crowded  by  a  body  of  French  soldiers,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  French  gun  batti'ry  near  (,)ut>bec  opened 
lire  on  the  English  ships  lying  near  the  Anse  du 
Foul  on. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  ('ommander-inChief  of  the 
French  force,  the  gallant  Mai^piis  of  Montc.ilm, 
had  been  anxiously  watching  the  movements  of  the 
Ih-ilish  tieet  under  Admiral  Saunders,  without  a  sus- 
])icion  of  what  was  taking  place  on  the  Heights  of 
Abraham.  His  attention  was  directed  to  that  (juartc'r 
when  the  boom  of  the  guns  met  his  ears  fronr  the 
battei-y  above  (,)uGbec.  lie  rode  at  full  speed  to 
(,)uebec,  and  just  as  ho  reached  the  Ciovernor's  house 
he  descried  with  amazement  tlie  red  coats  and  tartan 
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kilts  of  the  Hritisli  aniiy,  (Iniwn  up  in  battle  army, 
tun  iiiilcs  away,  on  tli(^  Hfiu^hts  of  Abraham. 

The  lr<M>j)s  ordered  by  Moufcalin  were  a  hnv^  time 
before  they  followed  their  t^^eiieral,  and  some  did  not 
stir  at  all,  Vandreuil,  the  Governor  of  (^)uebec,  with 
his  usual  jealousy  of  Montcalm,  hindering-  many  of 
the  troo])s  from  renderiui,''  him  assistance.  Xeverthe- 
Icss,  thousands  of  Frencl:  soldiers  poured  throui^h  the 
<iuaint  old  streets  of  (Quebec,  followed  by  bands  of 
Indians  in  war  i)aint,  and  crowds  of  Canadian 
volunteers. 

As  soon  as  the  French  troops  came  upon  tlic  scene 
of  action  they  advanced  upon  the  British  army,  which 
waited  steadily  for  the  attack.  Uands  of  Imlian  and 
Canadian  sharpshooters  took  shelter  ]»ehind  bushes 
and  hillocks,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  lire  of  mus- 
ketry ui)on  the  r.ritish  troojjs,  wliile  S(»mc  field 
H'lms,  (Ira-yeil  fi-om  (^)uebec,  thinned  Wolfe's  ranks 
with  well-directed  shot.  The  advancing,'  I'reneharmy, 
with  disordered  raidvs,  eomjtosed  partly  of  vetiTan 
French  soldiers  and  partly  of  brave  but  undisciplined 
Canadian  volunteers,  opened  fire  as  soon  as  they 
came  within  ran^v. 

The  Ui-itish  army  advanced  a  sliort  distance  to 
meet  them,  without  tirin<,r  Then  they  halted,  and 
with  a  deliberate  aim  tired  a  stead''  volley.  This  was 
repeated  a^am  and  a^•ain,  until  a  cloud  of  smoke  rolled 
bt'tween  the  two  armies.  When  ii  cleared  away  the 
French  ranks  were  sha'tered,  hundreds  of  dead  and 
dyiny-  encundjered  the  ground,  and  a  panic  reisjfned  in 
the   disordereil    ma.ss   of   soldiers 

Now  Wolfe  i^'ave  the  order  to  charge.  It  was 
greeted  with  a  ringing  English  cheer  and  the  shrill 
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yt'll  of  tlic  Hi.ulilandcrs.  Wolfe  hinisolf  led  the 
rluir^e  at  tlie  lieiid  <>f  the  LoiiishurL;-  volunteers  As 
ho  ran,  a  shot  hroke  his  wrist.  Without  a  |»ause  he 
wrap[)ed  his  handkerchief  round  it  and  ran  on.  Then 
another  shot  hit  him.  hut  still  he  ran  on  at  the  head 
of  his  men  until  a  third  shot  found  its  way  into  his 
hrcast.  lie  sta,ij«(ercd  haek  with  his  arms  up  and 
then  sat  on  the  <,n'ound.  A  yount,'  otHcer  and  thiTC 
soldiers  hore  him  in  their  arms  and  earried  him  to 
the  rear.  Tlu-y  wished  to  call  a  surgeon  to  his  aid, 
but   he  would  not   ])ermit    this. 

"There's  no  need."  he  said  feehly.  "  It's  all  over 
with  me."  A  few  moments  later  one  of  the  soldiers 
cried  out,  "  They  run:  see  how  they  run :  "  •Who 
run?"  asked  Wolle.  raising  himself  out  of  a  half- 
da.'^'d  condition.  -  Thft  enemy,  sir,"  answered  the 
young  othcei.  "Egad,  they  give  way  everywhere:' 
A  look  of  joy  passed  over  Wolfe's  face,  and  with  a 
great  effort  he  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers  to  carry 
a  message  to  an  officer  directing  him  to  cut  off  the 
French  retreat.  Then  he  turned  on  his  side,  and  as 
the  young  officer  leant  over  him  he  murnuu'ed, 
'•  Now,  God  be  praised,  1  will  di'  in  peace:"  With 
these  words  fled  the  spirit  of  th<'  itrave  general  whose 
victor}^  gave  the  great  Dominion  of  Canada  to  the 
])ritish  Kmpire. 

The  French  W(M-e  indeed  in  full  tllght.  The 
Marvpiis  of  Montcalm  himself  was  shot  through  the 
body  as  he  was  carried  towards  the  town  by  the  panic- 
stricken  soldiers.  Shortly  afterwards  <,)uebec  siu-- 
j.^.j>j|,.5.od  to  tho.  lUitish..  aiul  ;dtlion<_di  in  other  paits 
of  Canada  the  French  made  a  brave  resistance,  they 
were  steadily  defeated,  until  at  last,  when  Montreal 
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siirrciHh'rc'd.  the  whole  of  Ciiiuuhi  });iss<'!l  into  Uritish 
hands. 

At  the  present  d.iy  tliero  are  no  »non'  loyal  citizens 
of  the  British  Knipire  tlian  tlie  descendants  of  those 
French  ('ana(Hans  who  foni^dit  ai^ainst  WoltV'  on  the 
IIeii,dits  of  Ahrahani,  and  tlic  vast  Dominion  of 
Canada  is  the  home  of  many  thousands  of  llritisli 
men  and  women  who  have  left  the  old  country  to 
earn  their  living'   in   the  West. 
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WILLIAM  PITT,  EARL  OF  CHATHAM, 
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ENGLISH    STATESMANSHIP. 

Ix  the  ei<,'Ltoenth  century,  when  William  Pitt  was 
the  chief  mhiister  of  E!i<,'lan(l  the  British  Empire 
attained  a  height  of  prosperity  and  power  which 
surpassed  the  splendour  of  every  period  of  its  past 
history,  and  made  it  more  feared  among  nations 
than  the  Spanish  Empire  before  the  days  when  its 
"Invincible  Armada"  was  destroyed  by  English  sea- 
men and  by  the  powers  of  the  heavens.  While  IMtt 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  Clive  won  the 
battle  of  riassey  and  placed  the  splendid  Empire  of 
India  under  British  rule.  Wolfe  was  cho.sen  by  Pitt 
himself  to  lead  that  expedition  agamst  Quebec  which 
.shattered  the  French  power  in  Canada  and  gave  the 
great  Dominion  to  the  liritish  Crown.  While  Pitt's 
great  spirit  guided  the  })ublic  atlairs  of  his  country, 
British  men-of-war  gained  victories  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  whi(;h  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  her 
enemies  while  they  were  bound  to  confess  their 
admiration  and  astonishment. 

To  William  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  of  Chath:r^i,  a 
very  lar<jrc  share  in  the  honour  of  this  national 
prosperity  is  due. 

To   those    who    have    read    of    Wolfe's   splendid 
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conduct  at  liOiiisltiirn',  und  liis  heroic  i-aptiire  (^f 
Qiicbi'c,  tilt'  liuiioiir  of  tlu^  coiK^ut'st  ot*  Canada  u\ny 
seem  to  ro>t  tsntirely  with  that  iiivahd  i^'oiicral  wlio 
lost  his  lite  in  his  coinitry's  service  on  the  Heights 
of  Abraham.      And  so  it   is  with  the  other  viittorios 
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of  that  period.  One  is  apt  to  think  that  the  British 
Empire  owed  its  greatness  in  the  eighteenth  century 
entirely  to  the  bravery  and  genius  of  soldiers  like 
General  Wolfe,  ami  to  sailors  like  A(hniral  lioscawen 
or  Admiral  Hawke. 

Yet  one  must  romembcr  that  before  British 
generals  or  British  admirals  can  gain  victories,  the 
ships,  the  sailors  ajid  the  soldiers,  the  gun°,  the  powder 
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uimI  shot,  iiiid  the  inuumcralilf  rc([uin'nicnts  ot"  war 
must  be  ready  tor  servii-e,  ami  unless  tlmsr  nicu  wlio 
are  respoiisiltlt-  tor  all  this  do  their  fluty  honestly 
and  well,  no  "'cneral  an<l  no  adinh'al  eotdd  ever  ^aiu 
a  victory. 

Tlien,  loo,  all  these  re<|uircinents  cannot  bo  obtained 
Avithout  ai.  enormous  sum  of  money,  and  that  money 
imist  come  out  ot"  the  people's  pockets.  j»ut  tin; 
jieople  will  not  part  with  their  money  it"  they  do  not 
approve  of  the  war,  and  so  there  must  be  sdUieone 
in  wliom  the  people  liave  eouHdencc,  and  who  can 
persuade  them  that  the  war  is  rii,dit  and  jusi,  and 
that  t(»  carry  it  out  halt-heartcdly, or  without  spendini; 
the  necessary  money,  would  brini*  ruin  and  <lisL;race 
ii[)on  them. 

The  men  who  arc  chieHy  responsible  for  the  Lcovern- 
ment  of  the  CDuntry  are  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
or  Cabinet  Ministers,  as  they  are  called,  (ienerally, 
Parliament  is  divided  into  two  or  more  parties,  in 
the  days  of  l*itt  the  mendiers  of  one  of  tliese  parties 
were  called  Tories  and  the  others  Whites.  Nowadays 
they  iivo  generally  known  as  Cnionists  ;nid  hibeials 
When  either  of  these  parties  is  in  the  majority  in  the 
House  of  Connnons,  the  Cabinet  Ministers  are  chosen 
from  that  party,  and  the  country  is  tlien  governed  by 
either  a  Unionist  or  a  Liberal  Government,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

There  are  generally  about  sixteen  Cabinet  Ministers, 
chief  among  whom  is  the  I'rime  Minis' -^r,  who  selects 
the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet,  su(;h  as  tlie  Foreign 
Socretary,  tlie  Colonial  Secretary,  tlie  Secretary  for 
War,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
Secretary  i'or  India. 
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'IMioso  ministers  direct  the  most  iinportatit  aniiirs 
of  Stiiti',  and  the  welliire  of  tin;  eoimtry  (le|ieii(ls 
liiri^ely  upon   their  uhiHty,  eoiira'L,'0,  iind  pat  riot  ism. 

Sometimes  the  British  puhrhr  are  carrie<l  away  by 
some  <freat  eiitliiisiasm,  or  stirred  l»y  some  great 
])assioii.  IVrhaps  they  imai^dise  that  some  foreij^Mi 
nation  has  otVended  tliem,  and  they  clamour  eatfcrly 
tor  war  when  tlic'e  is  no  real  need  to  enter  into  such 
a  deplorable  condition.  It  is  tlien  the  duty  of  the 
I'rime  Minister  and  his  (U)lleiVL,fues  to  point  out  to  the 
nation  the  folly  of  their  desires.  If  the  ministers  are 
stroiiL,'  and  have  irained  thci  contideneo  of  the  peoph;^ 
they  can  avert  sueh  a  national  disaster  as  an  unneces- 
sary war:  Imt  if  they  are  weak  they  may  yield  to  the 
clamour  of  the  j)eople,  who  learn  their  folly,  too  late, 
hy  bitter  experience. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  sometimes  be  necessary 
to  declare  wara<fainst  a  foreii^'u  nation  in  order  to  save 
the  eountry's  honour,  to  maintain  its  prosperity,  to  put 
down  some  tyrant,  or  to  defend  some  downtrodden 
peopl(!.  Jn  this  case  perhaps  the  citi/ens  (»f  the 
Kmpin;  may  be  too  re<^Mrdless  of  their  honour,  or  too 
reluctant  to  part  with  their  money  for  the  re(piire- 
ments  of  an  hotiourable  war.  It  is  then  necessary  for 
the  ministers  to  rouse  the  people  to  a  proper  sense  of 
their  duty,  and  to  awaken  in  them  the  spirit  of  their 
forefathers,  who  were  ready  to  risk  their  lives  and  to 
spend  their  fortunes  when  the  country  was  in  danger 
or  its  honoiu'  at  stake. 

When  William  Pitt  was  a  minister,  the  nation  had 
implieit  contideui-e  In  his  wisdom  and  patrioti.sm.  Ho 
awakened  in  them  such,  a  sj)irit  of  enthusiasm  for 
the    advancement    and    prosperity    of    the    Empire, 
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tiiiil  they  wore  ca<;cr  to  pour  out  tlicir  lianlM'annMl 
woiilth    to    tiiriiisli    the    ro(juirc'iiiciits    for    liis   s^iciit 

SclU'lIK  s. 

Tlu-re  can  hr  no  doiiltt  that  William  I'it.  was 
too  ready  to  enter  into  war.  and  (Ud  not  lliiiik 
C'noni,di  of  the  horr(»rs  and  inisery  attendini,'  it,  luit 
there  is  no  douht  als<»  that  lie  undertook  a  war 
hi'cause  it  was  his  prol'nund  conviction  that  it  was 
necessary  lor  the  lionour  and  safety  of  his  nation. 
HaviniL^  entered  into  a  war,  the  whole  force  o|  Ins 
threat  p'liius  was  directe<l  to  the  [»rojH'r  nianap'uient 
of  it,  so  thai  it  nii^dit  hrin^,'  success  and  in<'rease  the 
power  of  his  country.  Every  expcchlion  a_i,fainst  the 
enemy  was  planned  hy  Pitt  (except  in  India,  where 
('live  was  alone  responsil)le),  every  orticer  in  connnand 
of  an  e\pe(htion  was  selected  hy  liini,  re^^ardless  of 
rank  hut  on  account  of  the  ahility  which  Pitt  had 
discovered  in  him,  while  all  the  vast  husincss  re- 
latini^  to  war,  the  raisiuLC  of  money,  the  recruitini,' 
of  the  artny  and  navy,  the  equipment  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors,  was  superintended  hy  Pitt 
himself. 

"The  ardour  of  his  soul,"  says  L<»rd  ^Facaulay, 
"had  set  the  whole  kingchun  on  tire.  Jt  iiiHanied 
every  soldier  who  dray'tj^ed  the  cannon  up  the  heii^hts 
of  Quehec,  and  every  sailor  who  hoarded  the  French 
ships  aniontj^  the  rocks  of  Brittany.  The  minister, 
lelore  he  luul  heen  long  in  office,  had  imparted  to  the 
commanders  whom  he  employed  his  own  im[»etuous, 
.".dventurous,  and  defying  character.  They,  like  him, 
were  dispo.sed  to  risk  everythuig,  to  think  notiiing 
done  while  anything  rejuained  undone,  to  fail  rather 
than  not  to  attempt." 
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This  ijfrcat  .Minishr  was  Imum  in  ilir  ytar  I70S. 
Ill'  was  cilutatcd  :it  Kinn  ainl  (>.\t'>i(|,  and  atlci- 
\var(U  t  ravillt<l  mi  the  ( 'oiitiiiriit  tor  tin-  sake;  (»l  his 
Inalili.  I'll »m  his  li<>\li()u(l  \\e  siin'cre<i  trrril>Iy  tVom 
Ljuiit,  and  (liiriiii(  the  whnjt!  <>!'  his  cairi  )•  this  {luint'iil 
malady  atllirlcd  him  t'n'([uentiy.  I'" rum  the  (.'oiitiiiciit 
111'  ntiinied  to  olitaiii  the  rank  ol  a  cnrnt'ti'y  in  the 
liife  (luai'ds.  ;'.nd  in  17."».'>  ht'  enttivd  ruriiamcnt  as 
member  for  ( )ld  Sarum. 

At  that  tinu  Kiil»erl  Wiilpolu  was  at  the  head 
ottlie  ( loMrnment.  He  was  a  remarkable  man,  who 
had  the  weltan.'  of  his  country  sincerrly  at  heart, 
bnt  who  did  Hot  seruplo  to  bribe  memliers  of 
rarliainent,  or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  them  to  vote 
as  he  wished  them,  lie  had  also  all  niibounded 
nree<l  for  power.  \\v  loved  to  rule  alone,  and  as  he 
Would  not  allow  anyone  to  share  his  authority  he 
chose  his  fellow  ministers  rather  for  theii  '  i  k  of 
talent  than  for  tlnir  }>ossession  of  it,  so  that,  they 
mi<dit  act  simply  under  his  direction. 

In  consequence  of  this  the  most  talented  men 
in  rarliainent  joined  the  C)p})osition,  as  that  purty 
op|»osed  to  the  Ministry  of  the  time  is  always  called. 
At  the  head  of  this  purty  was  Krederic,  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  was  bitterly  (»pposed  to  his  father, 
(ieoiL;'!'  II.  One  section  of  the  ( )pposition  was 
eomposed  of  yoimg  men  who  called  themselves  ■  the 
j>atriots,''  but  whom  Walpole  contemptuously  termed 
"  the  bovs. '  William  Pitt  joined  this  i.artv  at  the 
age  of  twenty-.seven,  and  he  soon  made  liimself 
prominent  by  his  elixjuenec  and  liis  determined 
attacks  upon  Walpole. 
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Fur  this  l.f]iiivi.>ur  \ValiH>lc  took  his  revciipo  by 
•  lisniissint;  the  cloiiiK'nt  yniin^' cornet  from  the  army, 
ritt  (li<l  not  lose  imicli  i  y  this  The  Prince  of  Wales 
favoured  liis  cause  ami  ^'av<  him  a  jiost  in  his 
iH.usehoId,  ami  he  still  coiituiued  to  denounce  the 
administration  of  Walpole  in  speeches  of  astonislun.Lj 
elo(|nene('  and   power. 

It  will  he  well  here  |o  descrihe  wtiat  mannei 
<»f  man  this  was  who  became  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  of  our  c»»untry. 

If  anvone  were  asked  what  personal  atiractions 
wotdd  h«'  most  valuable  to  an  orator  to  captivate; 
the  ima'^inations  and  hearts  of  an  assembly,  he 
mi.ifht  take  J'itt   for   his   model. 

""when   ritt   stood  up  in  raiHament  and  stretched 
out    his  ri,i,dit  han<l  to  secure    tlie   attention    <»f  his 
audienct\  a  hush  of  a(buirati()n  and  respect  fell  u])on 
them.     He  was  of  a  tall   and   commanding   stature. 
His    forehead    was   high    and    of  noble    proportions, 
his  nose   prominent  and  keen   like  that  of  a  hawk, 
liis  mouth  was  firm,  and  his  eyes  (.f  an  exceeding 
brilliancy   ^vhieh  seemed  literally  to  flash  with    tire 
when  his  oratory  became  impassioned.     His  gestiu'cs 
were  graceful   and  api)ropriate,  and   it    is   said    that 
if  he  had  l-een  upon  the  stage  he  would  have  been 
one  of  the  greatest  actors  the  world  has  seen.     I'.ut 
that  gift  wiiich   is   most   valuable   to  an   orator  and 
most  "pleasing  to  an  audience,  that  is  to  say,  a  tine 
voice,  he  had  to  a  remarkable  degree  of  excellence. 
By  one  who  heard  his  oratory  it  was  said  that 
"liis   voice    was    botli    full    and    clear;    his   lowe  t 
whisper   was    distinctly    heard  :     his    mi(hlle    te.  -  s 
were  sweet,   rich,   and    beautifully  varied:    when  he 
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elevated    liis   voice    to    its   hi-rhest  j)itcli   tlic  Hoiiso 
was  completely  tilled  with   tlie  volinne  of  sound." 

In  1742  Walpole  was  driven  cMit  of  ottice  hy  liis 
enemies,  and  Henry  relliam  and  his  hrolher,  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  became  tlie  chief  ministers. 
All  the  men  of  talent,  and  also,  in<leed,  all  the 
)Men  of  no  talent,  who  Jiad  l.ccu  in  the  ranks 
ot^  tlie  Opposition  a;^^ainst  their  common  enemv, 
Walpolc.  now  ))assed  over  to  the  side  of  tlic 
(Jovernment,  and  there  was  no  lon<r,.,.  jmy  p.^j.fy 
which   C(-uld   really   he   called   an   Opposition. 

The  tinu'  ha.l  now  come  to  reward  Pitt  for  his 
services  t<.  his  party.  He  wished  to  ],<;  made 
Secretary  for  War,  i)nt.  unfortunately  for  his  ambi- 
ti-'u,  he  had  deeply  (.tfended  Kintr  (Jeorirc  hv  some 
of  his  youtliful  speeches,  in  which  he  luxil  criticised 
the  kin-:  in  un-^uanh-d  terms.  The  ministers  wen; 
unable  to  obtain  the  kin<r'.s  consent  to  their  proposal 
that  Pitt  sliould  be  made  Secretary  for  War.  and 
tliey  had  to  reward  him  instead  by  the  less  im- 
portant post  of  Paymaster  of  the  Forces. 

Any  minister  who  held  this  office  oidy  received 
a  small  salary,  but  it  was  a  fact  known  to  evervone 
that  the  minister  always  a))[)ropriate(l  a  lari(e  sum 
"f  money  for  his  own  personal  uses  out  Of  the 
enormous  sums  which  passed  throu,<,di  his  liands  for 
the  payment  of  the  sohhers  aufl  sailors.  At  this 
period  of  our  country's  history  many  of  the  ministers 
responsible  for  the  (Jovernment  offices  did  not 
scruple  to  hel|)  themselves  largely  to  the  public 
money  entrusted  to  them.  This  dishonourable  con- 
(hict  was  indeed  so  common  in  every  Gove,  'ent 
department,  and  it  was  so  openly  [)ractised,  tl    t  t'^o 
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conseicm-e  of  tlio  iiiitioii  scomod  too  peivcrted  to 
ret^ard  this  i,'ivut  national  evil  as  a  niattcr  lor  inut-h 
repi'oacli. 

When    Williuiu    Titt,   hccanic    Ta)  nasler   of  the 
Forces  he  set  hi .  •  oilcivgues  an  example  of  honesty 
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to  whii'li  rhoy  were  not  accnstomed.  Ife  contented 
himself  witl/  his  small  salary,  and  not  a  peimy 
wonld  he  keep  of  the  puMic  money  passin*::  through 
his  hands.  This  scrupulons  honesty  astonished  and 
delighted  the  IJrilish   public.     This   man,    who   had 
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only  l)Coii  known  previously  for  his  f,'rcat  eloquence 
iu  the  House  of  Connnons,  had  ik.w  proved  himself 
to  he  of  spotless  honour  witl-  re,t,n\rd  to  money. 
The  rtlfection  and  contidence  of  the  public  were 
j^iiiiied  for  hun  at  once,  and  he  succeeded  in  retaining' 
this  contidence  during  the  whole  of  his  parliamenl- 
ary  career. 

On  two  occasions  of  his  life  fortune  favoured 
Pitt  in  a  remarkable  way.  The  Duchess  of  Marl- 
boroui^di,  who  had  been  fascinated  by  his  do(|uence 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  left  him  a  lart^'e  sum 
**,!  ""^^"^:y  "P'^'i  ^'t'r  death,  and  at  a  later  period 
Sir  William  Tynsent  presented  him  with  a  splendid 
estate  in  Somersetshire  and  a  handsome  fortune, 
which  relieved  him  from  all  the  troubles  that  had 
beset  him  owint,'  to  his  scanty  income. 

In  1754  Henry  Pelham  died,  and  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  became  Prime  ^linister.  Many  word- 
pictures  of  this  minister  have  been  written  by  men 
of  his  time,  and  they  all  describe  him  as  a  con- 
temptible creature  who  made  hiii'self  ridiculous  by 
his  foolish  behaviour  on  all  occasions,  and  who  owed 
his  position  to  his  hio;h  title,  to  the  king's  fiivour, 
to  his  own  greediness  for  power,  and  to  the  unscrupu- 
lous manner  in  which  he  bribed  the  members  of 
Parliament  to  support  him. 

No  sooner  was  he  placed  in  power  than  disasters 
I'Cgan  to  overtake  the  country.  A  war  broke  out 
between  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  several 
defeats  were  suffered  by  the  British  army,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  incapacity  and  bad  Tnanagement  of 
the  liritish  (un'ernment.  I'itt  denounced  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle   in    Parliament,   and  the  British 
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public     Ltudly     cuiulemned     the    conduct     of     the 

war. 

The  p(>])uLir  discontent  grew  with  every   defeat 
which  still  followed  the  Jh-itish  forces,  and  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle's  ministry  was  forced  to  resign.      All  eyes 
were  now  turned  upon  Titt,  who  was  the  people's  hero. 
A  ludicrous  picture  has  been  drawn  by  writers  of  tha* 
period  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  coining  to  Pitt  with 
unmanly  tears,  slobbering  and  fawning  upon  him,  and 
entreating  Titt  to  join  him  in  a  new  ministry.     But 
ritt,  witii  a  pride  of  which  he  afterwaivis  repented, 
disdained  his  entreaties  and  refused    to  hold    office 
with  him.      The  king,  in  spite  of  his  great  dislike  to 
Pitt,  was  now  obliged  to  ask  him  to  form  a  ministry. 
For  five  months  Pitt  was  Prime  Minister.     The  Duko 
of  Newcastle's  bribes,  liowever,  had  gained  the  old 
nobleman   more   support   in    Parliament    than     Pitt 
possessed  by  his  honesty  and  genius,  so  that  in  s[)itc 
of  his  popularity  in  the  country,  Pitt's  ministry  was 
overthrown. 

Pitt  was  ambitious  for  power,  but  lie  was  eager  for 
ii  in  order  that  he  might  raise  the  sinking  fortunes  of 
his  country,  and  inspire  the  nation  with  the  spirit  ot 
patriotism  which  it  seemed  to  have  lost.  Like  all 
men  of  genius,  he  had  great  confidence  in  his  owil 
ability.  "  My  lord,"  he  said  one  day  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  "  I  am  sure  that  I  can  save  this  country, 
and  that  no  one  else  can." 

He  now  sav.-  that  he  had  made  a  great  mistake  in 
not  joining  hands  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who 
was  sui)porled  by  a  powerful  parly  in  tho  country. 
In  spite  of  Pitt's  great  popularity  he  was  not  strong 
enough  to  resist  the  party  which  honestly  supported 
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l"s  iival.or  which  had  been  hou-ht  over  by  him      ^ 
""^v-    ,1,  ienn.iu.,1   to  j„in  the    man    ho  had  fonnc    v 
;''•";••'"•;;•'■  -""^   ^vd.o   u-as  stiH  ea,.,-  ,o  be  supported 
Hv'i.m    orthcsakeofhispopt.lari.v.     lint  ho  deter- 

nnned  also  that  he  w,.d,l  hnld  n.,  p/ut  in  the  system 
••[  bribery  and  <-orruj.tiun  uhidi  the  Duke  of 
Aouvasf  e  considered  necessary  in  the  art  ot^^.vcrn- 
mont.  A  neu;  n.inistry  was  fonuc.l,  in  whi'cli  Pitt 
s<'lerie<l  }.,r  huuself  the  otHce  of  Secretary  for  War 
';•;<  »H.  lelt  all  tlie  vile  business  of  bribery  to  the 
uke  ui  Newcastle,  who  was  place.l  at  the"  head  of 
tlie  ireasury. 

PITT    IN     POWER. 
Pitt    r.ow    directed    his   great  o-enius   t..   the    war 
vluch  was  wa-n.-  between  (Jreat  Britain  and  Fran.e 
\.  .th  biu-nni.,r  eloquence  he  represented  to  the  people 
tlmt  the  national  honour  was  at  stake,  and  that  tlL 
must  be  .<,:enerous  with  their  money  if  they  did  not 
wish  their  country  to  be  i^niominious  amon-  nations 
H.s  words    .red  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  I'arlia- 
liient    voted   enormous  rums  of  money  for  the   re- 
qu.rem«Us„f  the   war.     I'itt   was  at  leni^tli  free  to 
carry  out  Ins  vast  s.-hemes  of  con(,uest.     Expeditions 
were  planned  against  all  parts  of  the  w.>rld  in  whicii 
the  l-rc-nch  had  power,  and  Pitt  selected  Ids  generals 
and  otiicers  with  such  a  discriminating  eye  for  merit 
ancl  raised  the  army  an.l  navy  to  such  a  high  state  of 
prohciency,  tiiat  in  all  parts  of  the  world  British  arms 
were  victorious.    There  is  no  space  here,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary ,n  this  short  biography  of  Pitt,  to  give  an  account 
/   "^'     '^^.^'^^  f'^'^'  ^-ro  A^ught  and  won  by  i^ritish 
forces  during  this  period  of  our  iiistory.       [t  suffices 
to  say  that  when  Pitt  was  at  the  height  of  his  power 
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tlio  JJririsli  Ktnpirc  was  incivascd  hy  India  aii<l 
Canada,  and  lliat  the  Tnited  l\in-<,'d()ni  was  more 
])()werful  anioni^'st  nations  tlian  Franco  or  Spain  bad 
been  in  their  most  prosperous  days.  Tlie  name  ot 
Pitt,  "the  Cireat  C'onunoner,"  as  he  was  called,  was 
surrounded  with  a  i^dory  which  made  him  appear 
terriitlc  in  the  eyes  of  his  cnemi<»s  am'  sublime  in 
the  eyes  of  his  own  nation. 

DARK     DAYS. 

At  length,  liowever,  the  wheel  of  fortune  turned, 
and  a  i^reat  disaster  oceiu'red  to  lessen  the  i;reatness 
of  the  British  Kmpire.  In  ITUO,  ( Jeort^e  II.  died,  and 
Ills  u;randson  became  (ieort,^^  III.  The  new  kiny-  was 
a  thorough  Knj^dishman  at  heart,  but  he  desired  more 
power  than  his  trrandfather.  and  determined  to  rule  as 
well  as  to  reit^ni.  He  had  a  ureat  dislike  to  ministers 
of  any  kind,  unless  they  were  favourites  of  his  own 
who  simjjly  carried  out  his  wishes.  Pitt  was  therefore 
the  special  object  of  his  dislike,  and  he  endeavoured 
to  turn  him  out  of  ofHce.  People  were  now  oettinj^ 
tired  of  the  war  with  France,  but  Pitt  eousidered  that 
peace  ouudit  not  to  be  declared,  because  he  knew  that 
the  F'rench  had  allied  themselves  with  Spain  and  that 
the  peace  would  only  be  kept  until  the  enemy  liad 
made  full  }>re[)arations  for  resumin<ij  the  war.  As  he 
could  not  prevent  the  (lovernment  from  cominjj;-  to 
terms  with  the  French,  he  resigned  his  ofiice  in  the 
ministry. 

'J' wo  favourites  of  the  king  wore  ])laced  iri 
power — Lord  lUito,  an  inca])able  and  unpopular 
Scotsman,  became  ]^-imo  INIinister,  wliile  (loorge 
Greuville  was  the  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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I'ltt's  words  now  caiiic  true,  and  I  lie  pmcc  uliicli  li.ul 
Imhh  |.rn.]aiiiic(l  a-aiiist  liis  advice,  was  broken  hv  a 
fleclaratiou  of  war  Iroiii  Spain.  It  was  not  lon^'  heloio 
the  kin,<r"s  favourite,  Lord  Bute,  showed  himself  to  he 
M"''^-'  iinalih^  to  (•on(hict  the  ,i,'overnnient  of  tlie 
count I'v,  and  he  was  ohlit^ed  to  rcsin'n  his  oftifc. 

Once  more  I'itt  joine<l  th(>  ( iovernment.  He  was 
now  an  old  man,  broken  in  health  and  disheartened  at 
the  state  of  public  affairs.  H,,  had  accepted  the  title  of 
the  Karl  of  Chatham,  and  for  this  reason  lie  had  lost  a 
-•..od  deal  of  the  people's  aiVection,  who  had  loved  to 
re-.,'ard  him  as  "the  (ireat  (  oimnoner, '  wjiom  no  one 
could  bribe^  with  money  or  hi-h  titles,  and  whose 
.greatest,  desire  was  to  serve  his  country  in  the  House 
of  Couimons  under  the  plain  but  honourable  title  of 
Mr.   William    Pitt. 

in  ITiJo,  a  Jiill  was  introduced  by  (Jcoro'e  (irenville, 
and  pas.sed  by  Parliament,  which  was  the  beoinnin^' 
of  a  cTcat  national  disaster.  The  new  Act  was  known 
as  the  Stamp  Act,  and  it  compelled  the  American 
colonists  to  write  all  their  leual  documents  upon 
stampe<l  j)ai.er  which  they  were  oblio-ed  to  buy  b-om 
the  Knulish  <  iovernment.  Many  people  regarded  this 
tax  as  (piite  fair  in  its(>lf,  for  if  was  only  rio-ht  that  the 
American  colonists  should  contribute  to  the  public 
e.\j)enses  of  the  ^rcat  Empire  to  wjiicli  they  beloni^anl. 
l!ut  the  Act  was  unjust,  because  it  was  passed  witluiul 
the  consent  of  rlic  colonists  themselves,  and  therefore 
it  broke  one  of  the  laws  of  Ma<,aia  (  harta,  which 
says  that  the  people  cannot  be  taxed  witiiout  their 
consent.  The  Americans  wei'c  as  ijidiirnant  at  tins 
tax  as  John  Hampden  and  his  friends  had  been  with 
the  tax  of  ship  money  in  the  reign  of  C  harles  1. 
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MiUiy  of  llu-m  i-fliiscd  to  carrv  ou  any  Inulr  wiih 
Knuiiin<i  until  the  Act  was  witlidrawii.  William  I'itt 
took  11 1^  tlieir  cause,  an<l  iiltl»ou<j:1i  lie  was  so  ill  and  s<» 
racked  with  pain  that  he  had  to  he  carried  to  Parlia- 
ment and  propped  u])  in  the  House  of  Lords,  he 
strug^ded  to  show,  with  occasional  hursts  of  his  old 
ehxpience,  that  the  colonists  were  ri<;ht  to  resist  the 
tax,  and  he  uryed  rarlianient  to  repeal  it.  This  time 
the  danger  was  averted.  Pitt's  arguments  prevailed, 
and  the  Act   was  repealed. 

His  health  ini[)roved  for  a  while,  and  the  hravc 
old  statesman  once  more  undertook  the  res[)onsihility 
of  the  ottice  of  Prime  ^linister.  Soon,  however,  his 
health  failed  him  entirely,  and  he  returned  a  hodily 
and  mental  wreck  to  his  country  estate. 

A  foolish  and  incapahle  man  named  Lord  North 
succeeded  him  as  Prime  Minister,  and  one  of  the  tirst 
acts  of  his  ministry  was  to  place  a  heavy  tax  upon 
tea,  glass  and  paper  im[)orted  from  the  American 
colonies.  Once  more  the  American  ])eople  were 
roused  to  indignation,  but  this  tiuic  tlu'  British 
(nn-ernment,  encouraged  by  the  king  himself,  refused 
to  listen  to  the  arguments  or  the  entreaties  of  the 
colonists.  Neither  side  would  jield,  and  at  length 
the  Americans,  conscious  of  the  justice  of  their  cause, 
resolved  to  defend  their  rights  by  force.  War  was 
declared  against  Great  Britain,  and  the  deplorable 
result  was  wilnes.sed  of  two  English-speaking  nations, 
connected  by  the  closest  ties  of  kindred,  history,  and 
interests,  spilling  each  other's  blood  in  deadly  conflict. 
As  all  the  world  knows,  the  Americans,  headed  by 
George  Washington,  were  cor-pletely  victori(jus,  and 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1770,  they  passed   the    famous 
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heclaratinii  .»('  fii(l('|Mii(Ieii<(',  wliidi  scvcivd  tli.Mn 
eiilirely  from  th<'  lliitish  Kiupiiv  to  ulii<;li  i  hey  h;,,! 
oiice  l)»'Ioiioc(l_ 

William  Tilt,  old  and  fcMc,  his  ji^rcat  mind  oficii 
,i,nviii<,'  way  under  tli(>  torments  of  Ids  uont,  still 
stni<,''i,dcd  in  his  saner  moments  to  induce  tlie  (Jo\eru- 
nient  to  withdraw  h-fore  it  Ix-came  too  late. 

His  last  appoaranre  in  I'arlianient  was  to  di^nouncc 
tlic  folly  of  the  (Jovernincnt  for  tlicir  obstinacy  in 
resolvini^'  to  tax  tlie  American  colonists  without  their 
consent. 

Ho  was  sui»ported  to  his  seat  in  .Parliament  hy  In's 
son    William,   who    was   soon    to   hocomc  as  <,n-eat  a 
statesman   as  his  father,  and  hy  his  son-indaw   Lord 
Mahon.      He  was  very  ill,  and  his  brain  was  so  excited 
that  his  physician  had  stront^ly  uruvd  him  to  retnain 
iit    home.     As   he   entered   the   House  of   bords  the 
Tecrs  made  way  f..r  him  respectfully,  and  h.'  bowed 
to   them    with    Lrreat   courtesy.      The   old    nobleman 
leant  feebly  on   his  crutch.     He  wore  a  rich  velvet 
coat,  and   his  face,  worn   and  hafjirard   with  disease, 
was   almost,  concealed  beneath  a   laru^e  ^vi«,^  so   that 
oidy   his   hawk-like  no.so  coidd   be  seen.     When  lie 
bejj^an  his  .spee<-h  it  was  at  once  evidenl  that  his  mind 
was  wanderinir.    His  words  could  not  be  distinj^uished 
for  s(.me  time  until  his  voice  f,M-ew  stron«,'er,  and  now 
and  again  a  sentence  was  heard  containinq'  something- 
which  reminded  the  audience  that   the  speaker  was 
William     I'itt,    whose    voiin^    had     once     resoimded 
throiiirh  the  house  with  a  biu'nin<,r  eloiiuence  which 
had  eon(jucred  all  mens  hearts.     Tl:e  l^>ers  listened 
to  his  confused  and  rambling  words  in  deep  silence 
and  with  profound  pity.     It  is  said  that  "  the  stillness 
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\v:is  so  (Itvp  lliiii  tli(3  (lr()}){)ing  <>t'  a  handkcr- 
cliit'f  would  liiive  been  heard."  At  lust  the  Earl 
of  Chatham  (daspcd  his  hand  to  his  breast,  and, 
swaying  baekwards,  fell  in  an  apoplectic  tit.  lie  was 
carried  to  an  adjoining  chamber  and  lingered  long 
enough  to  be  taken  to  his  country  hoiist;  at  Hayes. 
Here,  surrounded  bv  his  wife  and  family,  to  whom 
he  had  been  a  faithful  hu.sband  and  a  teiKh'r  father, 
the  great  an<l  noble  old  statesman  expired. 

Many  faults  might  be  mentioned  in  the  life-st<try 
of  William  Pitt,  many  shortcomings  might  be  de- 
scribed in  a  word-})icture  of  his  character:  but  with 
these  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  this  sketch  of  his 
career.  Let  us  only  remember  that  he  acted  always 
with  a  profound  desire  to  do  the  best  for  his  count ly, 
and  that  the  greatne.:s  of  the  British  Empire  i.*-: 
largely  owing  to  his  patriotic  and  mighty  genius. 
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THE   EXPI.ORATION    OF   AUSTRALASIA. 

Jamfs  Cook,  (.no  of  tlio  i^Tcatest  of  ImiljUsIi  iiavi- 
i^iiUn-s,  was  the  son  of  uii  ai^n-ienltiiral  labourer,  lie 
was  iM.rn  at  the  little  villa,t,'e  of  Marton,  in  V<5rkshire, 
on  the  27th  of  Octoher  I72N.  When  he  was  oi<,'ht 
years  old  his  paicnts  removed  t()  the  neiyhhourinLr 
villiiifo  of  (Ireat  Ayton,  and  he  attended  the  villa<re 
sclu.ol,  where  he  obtained  all  the  cdueatic.n  which 
was  then  considered  sntlicient  for  a  hoy  ol  ins 
class,  namely,  readin<,>-,  writin^-,  and  aritiimetic.  At 
the  aye  of  thirteen  his  jiarents  ai)|)nntie(t  him  tt»  a 
shopkeeper  who  c(.ii(lncted  business  in  the  tishiuL,^ 
village  of  Staithes,  about  fifteen  miles  from  (Jreat 
Ayton 

In  this  little  Yorkshire  village  .lames  Cook  served 
his  master,  Mr.  Sanderson,  who  kept  a  shop  with 
(lra})ery  on  the  one  side  and  gn.cery  on  tlie  other. 
The  prentice's  duties  were  to  clean  the  shop  out,  to 
put  up  the  shutters  at  night  and  to  take  tliem  down 
in  the  morning,  to  fetch  and  carry,  to  serve  behind 
the  counter,  and  to  kill  the  cockchafers,  beetles,  and 
earwigs  which  invaded  the  Hug;iry  and  spi<-y  realms  of 
the  grocery  department.  At  night  he  slept  under  the 
counter,  and  in  return  for  his  services  lie  had  a  small 
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waLTo  and  his  meals.  These  l;isi  did  iioi  hnk  in 
<|uaiifity,  hut  (liey  wen-  nui  rii  h  jn  (juaHiy.  A  hnnk 
(tt  hread,  some  fat  bacon,  and  a  |)ot  of  he<'r  were  the 
nsnal  rations  oi"  .lames  ihe  'prentice. 

On  Sunthiy,  when  he  had  the  whole  day  to  him- 
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self,  and  on  \veek-(h\ys  wlien  an  errand  led  liis  willing 
footsteps  to  the  liltl(»  liarL>onr,  ho  would  hsten  eagerly 
to  the  fishermen's  yarns  as  tliey  smoked  tlieir  pipes 
on  the  beaeh.  At  these  times,  torgetring  all  about 
Mr.  Sanderson  and  his  groeery,  he  would  gaze  out  to 
sea  and  watch  the  sunlight  shining  on  the  sails  of  a 
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tis)iiM<_r-sin;u'k  so  tliiit  it  l<>oko<l  like  a  sliip  of  ^nld.  or 
spuikliii'^'  oji  tin;  cH'sts  of  tlie  waves  as  \\u\-  ri|)jilc(l 
lo\vai-<ls  tlic  sliop'.  ( iradiially  a  1,'ivat  loiii^'ifit,'  ^tcw 
up  ill  liis  hoaiM  to  sail  away  tVoiri  Mr.  Satidcrson's 
shop,  with  its  Mackheotlcs  and  earwigs;  t(»  sail  tar,  tar 
away,  across  tln'  liroad  ocean,  to  tlic  lands  which  \\ir. 
tishcrfolk  talked  ol  ov(>v  their  pipes.  One  day  when 
Mr.  Sanderson  eaiue  down  into  his  shop  earlv  in  tho 
niornini,'.  lif  t'onnd  that  tlio  sluittcrs  had  not  hccn 
taken  down  and  that  his  'prentice's  hed  had  not  heen 
slept  in.  James  Cook  had  yono !  Lik«;  [{oliinson 
('riisoo,  tlie  music;  of  the  sea  liad  enchanted  liini,  and 
he  1   id   run  away   to  hecoine  a  sailor. 

\'ery  littlt,'  is  known  of  these  earlv  years  of  .lames 
Cook.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  lie  IxM-ame  an  aMe 
seaman  in  the  sei-vice  ol'  Messrs.  Walker,  shipowners, 
of  Whithy.  l''or  several  years  he  traded  hetweeii 
XewcastJe.  and  Norway,  and  durini,'  this  period  he 
ohtained  a  lhorouL;h  knowledge'  of  practical  seaman- 
ship. In  17.").")  we  learn  that  he  was  the  mate  of  a 
mcr<;hant  vessel  which  was  lyiny'  at  that  time  in  the 
Thames.  To  he  the  mate  ot  a  L(ood  shiji  would  have 
heen  the  hei|L,dit.  of  amhition  of  many  a  lad  horn  in 
Cook's  station  of  ht'e,  and  it  must  have  bi'en  with 
many  panics  that  Cook  was  ol>li<fed  to  tjcive  up  his 
position. 

At  this  time  (Ireat  Hritaiu  was  pr"j)arinfc  for  a 
war  with  France,  whi<'h  everyone  knew  mi<.;ht  hreak 
out  at  any  moment.  The  (government  otlicials  of  the 
Admiralty  were  strainini,'  every  nerve  to  jjfet  His 
Majesty's  s]ii[)s  ready  for  active  service,  and  the 
otlicers  were  ordered  to  man  their  ships  at  once,  with 
volunteers,  if  possible,  but,  if  not,  by  means  of  the 
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"  press."  hi  cvcrv  [i«iri  rimii  \V;i|ijhiil,'  to  \Vliill»y. 
His  Mitjrsfy's  |»ivss-v'iiiii;s,  ctiiisisliiiiL,'  of  a  |Klty  <'tli(tr 
;ili(l  iiliiiiit  liiilt  a  (loxcii  .lack  Tal'S,  ucir  l»lis\  jicT- 
siiafliiiLj  any  .stout -l<»(»l<iiit,'  Ifllou  llicy  could  tiiul  to 
!L,'o  alioard  on*.-  "t'  His  Majcstys  iiirii-ol-uar.  It  lif 
uhjccird,  Well,  a  |i.iii'  ot  liaiidriiU's  «»ii  liis  wrists 
Mild  llirec  sttjiil  leljows  on  eillirr  side  of  jiiiii  soon 
roii\  iiirod  liini  tliat  olijeciioiis  were  in  vain.  In  tliis 
Way  llio  Royal  Xavy  was  otleii  leci'iiited,  from  the 
days  of  A<lniiral    IMake  to  Loid    Nelson. 

It  was  not  very  j)leasant  to  lie  a  [iresseil  man  on 
I'oard  a  iiian-of-v..'r,  lor  there  was  plonty  of  tlouLri".U 
for  tiii'm  il'  tlicy  i^rnmliled,  and  not  mndi  eliam'e  of 
promotion,  it  was  far  Itctter  to  volnntue'r  with  a  Li^ood 
will  tlian  to  lie  taken  I'V  foree,  and  lliis  was  the 
opinion  of  .lames  ( 'ook.  He  ^a\c  up  his  heitli  as 
mate  and  sle[)ped  down  to  Wappin^C,  where  he  entered 
as  an  ahle  seaman  on  hoard  tho  h'(i<flt:  He  served 
under  Ca[)tain.  afterwards  Sir  Hu^h,  I'alliser,  a  hrave 
sailor  who  hecame  famons  as  an  Aretie  ex{)h)rer. 
("ook  sailed  with  him  to  ('anada  and  took  a  part  in 
the  rapture  of  Louisliurt,',  where  Wolfe  tirst  eai'ued  tlu' 
title  ot'  hero.  Shortly  afterwards  lie  was  appointi'd  hy 
the  leeommend.it  loii  of  ("aptain  I'alliser,  to  be  master 
of  IIM.S.  M(  lYiin/.  and  diu'iui,'^  the  siei^e  of  (j)uebe<' 
he  distiuLtuished  himself  l>y  taking  soundings  of  the 
liiver  St.  Lawrence  and  makiiii.,'  a  <  hart  for  the 
t^uidanee  of  tlie  Heet,  under  the  most  difticult  and 
daiiLierous  circumstances. 

It  is  a  I'ctiiarkaMc  tiling  that  :i  uian  wlio  entered 
the  navy  "before  the  mast,"  that  is  to  say.  as  a  eommon 
seaman,  should  have  attained  the  rank  of"  master  in 
so  short  h.  Lime,  or,  indeeil,  in  any  time.     The  master 
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of  .1  vcs  ■■!  was  ivsponsihU'  t'nr  thf  sailinLT  «>t  the  sliip. 
That  a  coiimiou  seaiiiaii,  vvitli  all  the  disadvantajji't's  of 
a  lack  of  education  uiid  with  his  time  considerably 
OM'nj)ied  by  liis  duties,  should  have  obtained  the 
highly  scicntitic  kuowicd;g(!  necessary  for  the  navi- 
gation of  a  vessel,  the  writintjf  of  a  ship's  log,  and  the 
laakiu^^  of  a  chart,  is  extraordinary,  and  very  iiuich  tt> 
(.'ooks  honour. 

COOK'S    FIRST    VOYAOE    TO    THE    PACIFIC. 

In  17()S  Co(»k  was  i,nven  the  connnand  <»f  an 
enterprise  wdiieh  was  to  bring  him  a  world-wide  fame 
and  to  add  his  name  to  the  honourable  roll  of  the 
world's  greatest  explorers.  In  this  year,  the  lloyal 
Society,  which  was,  and  still  is,  a  society  of  the  most 
learned  scientitit;  men  of  this  country,  drew  np  a 
memorial  to  the  king,  informing  him  that  an  im- 
portant astronomical  event  woidd  take  place  in  June, 
and  as  it  could  i)est  be  ob.served  from  .some  place 
in  the  I'aeiHc  Ocean,  they  proposed  that  an  ex- 
]>edilion  should  be  sent  out  by  the  Ciovernment  to 
make  observations,  and  at  the  sime  time  to  bring 
to  light  sotne  of  the  secrets  (»f  the  Pacirie. 

King  (ieorge  was  jileased  with  the  idea,  .aid  com- 
manded a  vessi'l  to  be  equipped  and  r^ent  out  in 
command  of  any  scientific  naval  otiicer  reconunended 
bv  the  Koyal  Society.  It  speaks  well  for  Cook's 
reputation  and  learning  that  he  should  have  been  the 
man  picked  out  amon<4'st  all  others  to  conduct  the 
expedition.  l»ut  so  it  was.  He  was  raised  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  autl  ])laced  in  command  of  a  stout 
vessel  d»>signe<l  by  himself,  and  built  by  his  ohl 
masters,  the  Walkers,  of   Whitby.     On    the  2Gth   of 
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Auijnst,  1708,  llic  ,L,W)(1  ship  Emlrnnni.r, 'as  she  was 
calfea,  sailed  from  Drplford  to  Plyiiumtli,  and  from 
the  port  out  of  which  Drake  had  sailed  so  often  to 
earn  an  nndyin.y  fame,  this  new  voya.ue  of  discovery 
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set  sail.  The  crew  consisted  of  eighty-live  men, 
including  the  captain,  and  they  took  with  them 
a   few  distinguished  men  of  science. 

The  EwU'aroiir  touched  at  ^Madeira,  then  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  in  South  America,  and  at  last  rounded 
Cape  Horn  and  entered  the  South  Vacitic  Ocean  m 
Januarv  of  the  following  year.      For  four  months  the 
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vessel  pl<^ug])e(l  that  mighty  ocojin  wliose  secrets  were 
guarded  so  jealously  from  prying  eyes.  On  his  way 
to  Taliiti,  ("ook  discovered  manv  islands  which  had 
hecn  (piite  unknown  before,  and  marked  them  down 
on  the  charts  which  he  was  preparing"  for  the  use 
of  future  navigators.  On  April  18th  they  arrived  at 
Tahiti,  where  they  spent  three  months  enjoyinjjf  the 
beauty  of  the  island,  and  enquiring  into  the  manners 
and  language  of  the  natives,  who  received  them  in  a 
very  friendly  manner.  The  astronomical  observations 
were  successfully  taken,  and  at  last,  with  great  reluct- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  crew,  they  set  sail  once  more 
and  directed  their  course  into  the  unknown  seas. 

After  a  voyage  of  six  weeks,  during  which  they 
never  once  saw  land,  they  sighted  the  pine-clad  hills 
and  the  dim  outlme  of  the  mountain  ranges  of  North 
Island,  New  Zealand.  When  they  first  attempted 
to  land,  the  natives  attacked  them  with  great  bravery, 
and  they  were  t)bligcd  to  retreat  to  the  ship.  They 
became  more  friendly,  however,  when  thev  saw  that 
tlie  strangers  were  peacefully  inclined,  but  their 
friendship  was  not  nuich  more  agreeable  than  their 
ill  will,  for  they  stole  evervthing  thev  could  lav  their 
hands  upon. 

Took  .sailed  along  the  coast,  tighting  or  trading 
with  the  natives  according  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  received  him.  At  last,  after  sailing  completely 
round  North  Island,  he  anchored  in  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound  on  the  north  coast  of  South  Lsland.  Here  ho 
landed  and  hoisted  the  Union  Jack,  taking  possession 
of  the  country  in  the  name  of  King  George  ITT, 

At  the  end  of  nineteen  days  the  E)i<Ieiiroiir  came 
within   sight   of  a   long   coast   line.     Captain   Cook, 


.'f:-:" 


CAPTAIN    COOK. 


233 


standing  on  the  qnarter  dock  of  his  stout  Httlo  vessel, 
shading' the  sun  tVoni  his  eyes  as  he  gazed  towards 
tlic  land,  saw   for  the  tirst  time  the  great  island  of 

Australia. 

As  thev  approached  the  coast  they  found  that  the 
clirts  foruK'd  a  steep  wall  whicli  harred  their  landing. 
At  last  they  anchored  in  liotany  IJay,  which  was 
given  the  name  hy  ('('«)k,  on  account  of  the  numerous 
plants  of  a  previously  unknown  character  which 
were  gathennl  by  the  scientitic  men  of  the  party. 
From  Uus  bay  they  sailed  round  the  coast,  anchoring 
now  and  again  in  other  bays  and  trying  to  establish  a 
friendshiD   with    the   natives. 

At  first    the  inhabitants  of  the  country  showed 
a    very    warlike    behaviour,    and    hurled    spears    at 
the    Englishmen,    until    a   few    nuisket    shots    sent 
them  flying  in  a   terrible   panic.     By   degrees  Cook 
and  his  men  succeeded  in  coming  to  friendly  terms 
with   them ;    but,    like    the    New    Zealanders,   they 
were  dreadful  thieves       Later  on,  indeed,  their  be- 
haviour became  still  more    unpleasant,  for  they  set 
fire  to  the  dry  grass  near  Cook's  encampment,  and 
the   flames   spread   with   the   rapidity  of  the  "  bush 
tires"    which   have    been   such   a   .source   of    danger 
to  the   British  colonists   who  have  .sinrc  made  then- 
homes  in  the   country    which    Cook    was   the    first 
to   explore.     The   tire   destroyed   Cook's   camp,   and 
he  had  to   put   out    to   sea  again    sooner  than    ho 

intended. 

Once  more  the  EmJearour  mado  its  way  along  the 
coast,  sailing  in  a  northerly  direction  and  rounding 
Cape  York.  lVK)k  now  landed  <in  a  little  island  near 
this  capo  and,  hoisting   the    Union  Jack,  amid  the 
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cheers  of  his  crew,  ho  <'iive  tlie  naino  of  New  South 
Wales  to  tlio  whole  of  the  eastern  coast  i)f  Australia 
whieli  he  had  ex[)lore(l,  and  ho  took  possession  of  it 
in  the  name  of  King  (leorge. 

Now,  after  so  many  valuable  discoveries,  lie  resolved 
to  set  out  on  tiie  homeward  journey.  Accordingly  he 
sailed  to  Xew  ( Juinea,  thcncc  to  tlie  Cape  of  Good 
JIo})e,  and  so  home. 

\W  this  voyagi'  the  great  navigator  lot  a  Hood  of 
light  u])on  the  vast  country  of  Australia,  upon  the 
great  islands  of  New  Zealand,  and  upon  a  cluster  of 
s!naller  islands  which  had  until  then  been  hidden  in 
the  untraeked  waves  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

But  the  expedition,  ^vhich  was  to  add  thousands 
of  square  miles  to  tlie  British  Empire,  Avas  not 
accomplished  without  enormous  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships. Only  a  man  of  Cook's  unflagging  determina- 
tion and  <»f  his  unflinchin'''  courage  could  have  held 
on  his  course  in  spite  of  the  disease,  the  lack  of  food, 
the  discontent  of  the  crew,  and  the  dangers  from 
storms,  from  shipwrecks,  and  from  natives,  which  he 
had  to  encounter.  Out  of  the  eighty-five  men  who 
had  sailed  with  him  from  Plymouth  Sound,  only 
fifty-five  returned  home  with  him.  No  less  than 
thirty  had  fallen  victims  to  that  fearful  sailors' 
disease,  the  scurvy. 

Who  can  describe  the  horrors  of  a  voyage  in  a 
tropical  climate,  where  no  land  is  seen  week  after  week, 
while  the  hot  sun  pours  fiercely  down  upon  the  salt 
water,  dazzling  the  eyes  of  the  sailors  ;  when  the 
victiiiils  fid  I  short,  and  only  salt  meat  and  rotten, 
maggoty  biscuits  are  left  to  appease  ihe  gnawing 
pangs  of  hunger ;  when  every  day  a  sailor  is  added  to 
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tho  sick  list,  wliilc  rod  bl.tclios  appear  all  over  his 
skin  and  his  «,'unis  hegin  to  bleed,  so  that  th.'  doctor 
shakes  his  head  mournfully  and  mutters  "Scurvy:" 
when   every  now  and   again   the    cajttain   reads  the 
hurial  service  over  sonic  poor  lad  whose  body  is  cast 
overboard,  while  the  sailors  stare  gloomily  and  ask 
"  Who  will  bo  the  next  ?  "  when  the  captain  sits  in  his 
cabin  studying  his  chart,  or  stands  on  deck  straining 
his  eyes  for  land,  and  wonders  how  long  it  will  bo 
before    his   half-starved,   scvu-vy-stricken,   woebcg.)ne 
crew   break  out   into   open  nuitiny  ^      He    who   can 
imagine  all  thio  can  realise  the  sutlerings  of  Cook  and 

his  sailors, 

1  or  hardly  one  year  after  this  long  voyage  was 
Cook  allowed  to  live  in  i^eace  and  quiet,  and  before 
the  year  was  out  he  was  busily  preparing  for  another 
enterprise. 

"THE   GREAT   SOUTHERN   CONTINENT." 

At  that  time  a  great  number  of  scientific  men 
declared  that  avast  continent  existed  wbich  stretched 
Ibr  thousands  of  miles  from  the  Pacific  Cc<>an  to  the 
South  Pole.  Innumerable  legends  had  grown  up 
about  this  (Jreat  Southern  Continent,  as  it  was  called. 
:\hmy  people  believed  that  it  was  inhabited  by  a  highly 
civilised  race  of  white  people,  that  it  contained  towns 
more  splendid  than  the  richest  cities  of  the  Indian 
Empire,  and  that  more  wealth  might  be  found  in 
this  wonderful  country  than  in  all  the  gold  mines  ot 
the  Indies.  Several  l^utch  navigators  who  had  sailed 
into  the  ra(Mtic  Ocean  before  Ca})tain  Cook  himself, 
had  descried  islands  in  the  South  Seas  which  they 
had   imagined   to   be    part    of    the    Great   Southern 
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Coiitiiient,  and  tlicir  reports  had  oncouraircd  the 
goiicral  lielicf  in  this  iiiiayin.nT  country. 

Coolv  himself  lialf  bulioved  that  siicli  a  continent 
mii^dit  exist,  and  when  the  Covcrnnicnt  invited  liini 
to  make  a  new  voyatfe  of  discovery  in  order  to  decide 
this  question  he  readily  undertook  the  new  and 
dangerous  enterprise. 

Two  vessels,  built  for  endurance  rather  than  for 
speed,  and  called  the  Resolafion  and  iho  Adrrnfu rr, 
were  fitted  up  with  every  requirement  for  a  loni,' 
voyage.  (.  aptain  Cook  sailed  on  board  the  R<'soliition 
with  one  hundred  and  twelve  men,  and  Captain 
Tobias  Furneaux  commanded  the  Adventure  with 
eighty-one  men. 

The  ships  sailed  from  IMymouth  Sound  on  the 
l;Uh  day  of  July,  1772.  They  made  their  way  to 
the  Capo  of  (iood  Hope,  and  then,  steering  a 
southerly  course,  they  met  the  floating  icebergs  of 
the  South  Pacific  Ocean.  For  six  weeks  they  sailc(l 
among  the  icebergs,  getting  farther  and  farther 
south.  Two  or  three  men  were  attacked  with 
scurvy,  but  Cai)tain  Cook  had  leanit  a  painful  lesson 
from  his  last  voyage,  and  he  hail  now  come  })rovided 
with  a  ([uautity  of  sour-kraut,  leiuon  juice,  marmalade 
and  the  juice  of  wort.  Every  day  he  dosed  the 
ciX'W  with  these  medicines,  in  spite  of  their  grund)- 
ling.  and  he  was  always  careful  that  the  men  should 
have  plenty  of  exercise  and  salt  bathing.  ]iy  these 
wise  precautious  he  succeeded  in  saving  his  crew 
from  the  dreadful  plague  of  scurvy,  and  during 
tlic  whole  vovairc  not  one  man  fell  a  Aictim  to 
this  disease.  This  was  a  great  victory  in  the  story 
of    the   sea.       Every   year   hundreds    of  sailors    had 
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Slice  I  nil  1)0(1  to  the  scurvy,  Jiiid  Cook  was  the  liist  to 
prove  that  by  careful  diet  and  proper  precautions 
it  might  be  averted. 

After  a  weary  voyage  among  the  icebergs  tlie 
RoKoluiUni  at  last  encountered  a  long  and  impene- 
trable tield  of  ice,  so  that  it  was  quite  impossiblo 
to  proceed  further  south.  Captain  Cook  had  now 
proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  Great  Southern 
Continent  existed  only  in  imagination,  and  that  a 
vast  realm  of  unbroken  ice  extended  throughout 
the  Antarctic  "ircle. 

The  Rt'soliitioi}   had  become  separated  from  lier 

comrade,    the    Adrcuturo,    but    they    rejoined    one 

another   in    Dusky  Sound,   New    Zealand,    to    which 

Cook   directed  his   ship.      After   having   completely 

circumnavigated  the  (Jlobe  in  or  near  the  Antarctic 

C'ircle,   and    havinii    sailed    more    than    thrice    tliat 

distance  in  their  numerous  explorations,  the  Knglish 

seamen   reached    their   native   shore   on   July    'iOth, 

1775,   after   an  absence  of  three  years   and   sixteen 

(lavs. 

THE    LAST    VOYAOE. 

Captain  Cook's  last  voyage  was  to  discover  that 
famous  Xorth-West  Passage  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacitic,  which  has  been  the  ambition  and  the 
death  of  so  many  explorers.  Unlike  his  predecessors, 
Cook  endeavoured  to  enter  the  passage  from  the 
Pacific  instea<l  of  from  the  Atlantic.  He  took  a 
roundabout  course  and  touched  at  New  Zealand, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  the  island  of  Hawaii. 

Here,  in  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  of  the  earth, 
the  ijreat  navigator  met  liis  death.  The  natives  of 
this  island  received  him  at  first  with  an  enthusiasm 
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.'tnd  rosppf't  iunoiintinu'  iiliiiost  to  worship.  This 
fricndliiifss  lastcil  until  tin.'  EniL,dish  sciimcu  took 
tlicir  (It'partn'A  Unt'ortimately  an  accident  occurrod 
wliich  ()hn_L,'cd  Captain  Cook  to  return  to  tlio  island 
in  order  to  repair  tlie  dainai,'0.  For  sonic  unkjiown 
reason  the  heliaviour  of  the  natives  suddenly  chanui'ed. 
They  were  insolent  and  unfriendly,  and  after  several 
small  thefts  they  stole  one  of  the  Re!^(iliitio)i.'<  boats. 
This  was  more  than  (Japtain  Cook  could  allow  lo 
go  iini)unislied.  He  put  oil'  from  the  Rcsoliitimi 
with  three  boats,  ii  which  were  nearly  forty  sailors 
ariiK^d  with  muskets  and  cutlasses.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  chief's  house,  accompanied  by  a  few 
of  the  sailors,  and  he  was  about  to  demand  that 
his  boat  should  bo  restored,  when'  a  native  came 
runniiiL,'"  up  with  the  news  that  the  KiiL^dishmen  in 
one  of  the  boats  had  tired  upon  a  native  and  killed 
him.  At  this  news  the  natives  were  very  much 
enrae-ed.  They  ])rosscd  round  Ca]>tain  Cook  witl.i 
threatenintjf  looks  and  cries,  and  man}'  of  them  ran 
for  their  spears  and  clubs.  At  last  they  handled 
liim  so  roujjhly  that  Ca])taiii  Cook  tried  to  beat  them 
ba<-k  Avith  the  butt  end  of  his  musket.  Fearinj^ 
that  matters  were  now  becominij  verv  serious,  Cook 
ordered  tlio  sailors  to  retreat,  and  he  was  about  to 
follow  them  when  he  saw  with  dismay  that  the 
sailors  in  the  boats,  alarmed  for  his  safety,  had 
bemm  to  tire  among  the  natives,  thus  enraging 
tlnMii  to  a  greater  fury.  He  waved  his  hand 
and  tried  to  order  his  men  to  cease  tiring,  but 
thev  could  not  hoar  his.  voice  al.'ovo  the  veils  of 
the  natives.  Suddenly  one  of  the  chiefs,  more 
daring  than  his  comrades,  darted  behind  the  captain 
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and  staMu'd  liim  iii  tiic  hack  with  a  (ia^'i^'cr. 
TIh'Ii  a  nuiiibcr  of  the  natives  dasliod  upon  liiiii, 
and,  alu-r  hoMinix  liini  under  tlic  watrr  for  a  while, 
beat  liini  u|Km  the  rocks  until  his  ho;!y  was  niaui^drd 
beyond  reco_«,'nition.  The  other  sailors  won*  tiercdy 
attacked,  and  after  threi^  of  tliem  had  been  killed, 
the  rest  niana.i,'ed  to  escape  in  the  boats. 

Such  was  the  tra«,dc  end  of  one  of  the  greatest 
navigators  of  the  world. 

in  this  short  accoiuit  of  Cook's  life  it  has  only  been 
possible  to  give  the  barest  outhne  of  his  great  achieve- 
ments, but  all  the  details  of  his  voyages,  all  the 
adventures  he  encountered,  the  wonderful  and  beauti- 
ful places  he  discovered,  the  customs  and  behaviom- 
of  the  natives,  and  a  host  of  entertaining  facts  are 
described  in  the  narrative  of  his  voyages,  whi(th  he 
liimself  wrote,  and  which  may  now  be  read  in  many 
inexpensive  book.s. 

Captain  Cook  was  not  the  first  European  to  behold 
the  coasts  of  Australia  and  Nmv  Zealand,  for  some 
early  Dutch  navigators  liad  touched  these  shores,  but 
he  was  the  first  to  obtain  any  accurate^  knowledge 
of  these  beautiful  lands.  He  made  a  clear  track 
across  the  Pacific^  Ocean  dotted  with  the  islands 
which  he  had  discovered,  so  that  his  ccnmtrymen  were 
able  to  follow  in  his  wake  to  make  their  fortunes  or 
their  homes  in  those  flowery  lands  of  the  southern 
seas,  which  are  now  among  the  most  prosperous 
colonies  of  the  British  Empire. 
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XI. 
NELSON     AND    WELLINGTON 

AMI 

THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 

Js  170.'}  the  Frcnoli  people,  who  liad  been  rrroiind 
down  fur  cciihirii's  Ity  tli<^  iioMlifv  of  tlieir  coniitry 
rose  iii^'iiinst  tlicir  oj)|iressoi's,  and  that  trrrililo  revo- 
hitioii  took  phicc  which  bathed  Franco  in  tlie  hli»i>d 
of  its  nol)lcs,  anil  to  uliicli  Kiny;  Lonis  X\'l.  and 
liis  heantifnl  wife,  ^larie  Antoinette,  fell  victims. 
Tlie  people  <,'ained  a  terrihle  victory,  and  tlio  French 
Kepnl>lic  was  estahlished.  "  Liberty,  Iviuality,  and 
Fraternity  "  were  the  wat(di words  of  the  liepnhlicans, 
but  in  the  heiij^ht  of  their  trininph  this  noble  i<leal 
was  quite  fori^^otten,  and  the  streets  (»f  Paris  ran  red 
w'ith  the  blood  (»f  those  considered  to  be  enemies 
of  tiie  Republic  by  the  ])eople"s  leaders,  who  were 
bloodthirsty  and  brutal  tyrants  a  hundred  times 
worse    thaii   the    nobles. 

At  last  the  people  i^rcw  weary  of  bloodshed  and 
of  the  continual  '-evolutions  among  the  leaders 
themselves,  and  they  looked  for  a  man  strong 
enough  to  establish  order  in  their  distracted 
country.  One  was  found  in  a  young  general  named 
Napoleon  Buonaparte.     He  had  distinguished  himself 
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by  (lefcafinL,'  tlio  Austriuiis.  whn  had  (loclarcd  war 
nnrainst  the  Krcnoli  Hcpuhlio.  Then  ho  carried  the 
war  into  Italy,  and  vietory  alter  victory  followed 
his  soldiers.  The  French  people  now  bccaino  mad 
for  military  glory,  and  Napoleon  Duonapartc  was  made 
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the  head  of  the  French  Republic  and,  afterwards,  the 
first  Emperor  of  France. 

Napoleon  was  one  of  the  greatest  and  one  of  the 
moat  miscrupulous  generals  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
European  nations  trembled  before  the  genius  and 
the  huge  anjbition  of  this  man  who  wished  to  make 
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cv<>ry  fivilisod  country  a  jirovinco  of  tlw  Fn  tich 
Knipiro  Austria,  Italy,  Spjiin.  hniiiiark.  atul  Hussiu 
were  ctDHiucfcil,  or  siibiiiittcd  to  the  suproiuucy  ot 
Na|)oloon. 

Only  oiif  (M)niitry  was  iioworliil  onouj^'h  to  resist 
tliis  universal  eoMipuM-or.  In  17!>.'i  the  French 
llcpuMie  .leclarcd  war  n^'ainst  (Ireat  Hritain,  and 
for  twentv-two  years,  witli  only  one  short,  inter- 
mission, a  deadly  striij,(glo  took  place  between  tlu; 
two  nations.  |)iu-in,<,'  that  period  Enirland  was 
many  times  in  terrible  dan.i,'er,  but  at  last,  owini.; 
to  the  coura,L(e  and  _i,'enins  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  Napol(>on  was  overthrown  and  peace  was 
restored   to  Europe. 

In  tliat  time  of  danij^or  so  many  of  our 
countrymen  proved  themselves  to  be  heroes  on  land 
and  sea  that  to  describe  their  <,'allant  deeds  would 
take  many  more  paj^es  than  this  little  volume  eon- 
tains.  The  names  of  those  splendid  sea-heroes, 
Nelson,  Ib.we,  .lervis,  Duncan,  ("olliiu^wood,  Hardy, 
and  Hiou,  should  ring  with  a  familiar  and  glorious 
sound  in  the  cars  of  every  F.ritish  (;itizcn,  wliile  no 
less  splendid  an;  the  names  of  Wellington,  Moore, 
and  Xapicr,  who  led  F.ritish  armies  to  the  vict(>ries 
whi(  ]\  gave  j)cace  and  safety  to  our  country  and  to 

)pe. 

\mong  all  the  gallant  sailors   ot    that  tune   the 

3  of  Horatio  Nelson  stands  foremost  and  shines 

itest.     It    was    to   his  gcuiius    that  the  safety   of 

(Country  was    ( 


0 


lue  when    terrible   disaster  might 


;cn  its  fate  it    a  man 


less   F-kilful    Ijad    been 


ommand   of    the    British   lleet.      The   battle   of 
iiVnu;  in  which   Xclson  gave  up  his  life  for  his 
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country,  s;ivtM|  Kni,'lan<l  tV<>m  tlic  t'orei^n  inv.islun 
wliicli  Imd  thrciitt'iHMl  it,  ant  1  j^uinc^l  tor  <»ur  comitry 
tlio  snjtreiiiiu.'y  of  llif  seas  which  wo  havo  kept 
t"r<»in   that  (hiy   to  tliis. 

Horatio  Nelson  was  hurn,  in  ITHS,  at  the  littU; 
villai,'0  of  I'nrnliani  Thorpe,  in  Norl'olU,  wliero  his 
IHtlicr  was  rrctor.  He  entered  thti  navy  at  twelve 
years  of  aye,  and,  in  s[)ite  of  hein^'  vi-ry  delicate, 
lie  obtained  rapid  promotion  owin<^  to  the  intlneneo 
of  his  inicle,  Captain  Sneklini^,  and  his  own  ability. 
His  early  years  were  spent  in  voya<,'cs  to  the  Arctit; 
rc<'ions,  to  the  Kast  and  West  Indies,  and  to  Canada. 
When  war  broke  (»nt  with  the  KrciK'h  Repidtlic  he 
was  a|»pointed  captain  of  the  A(iiiiin imum,  and 
ordered  to  tlie  Mediterranean  to  attack  Corsica. 
At  the  sieiLjcs  of  llastia  and  (  alvi  ho  played  a  dis- 
tin«fnished  part,  but  dnrint,'  the  attack  on  Calvi  ho 
was  nnfortnnato  enoneh  to  lose  tiici  siL,dit  of  his  ri^ht 
eye,  which  was  injnred  by  sonic  iLjravel  cast  np  by 
a  sliot.  This  accident  did  not  daunt  his  anient, 
spirit,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  rendered  splendid 
service  to  his  country  in  several  en<,M^cnients  with 
the  enemy. 

THE    VICTORY    OFF    CAPE    ST.     VINCENT. 

It  was  at  the  battle  of  Cape  St.  Vincent  that 
Nelson  first  proved  himself  to  be  one  of  (he  most 
darintjf  and  brilliant  naval eonunanders.  In  February, 
1797,  Nelson,  on  board  the  ('(fy>('((i//,  joined  the  fleet 
under  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  which  was  sailint^ 
off  tlic  south-west  coast  of  Spain  on  tlic  lot;k  out 
for  the  Spanish  fleet,  which  was  then  on  the  side 
of  the  French.     The  enemy  was  sigl    3d  on  February 
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15tli,    1707,    oiitimnibering   the    English    hy    twelve 
hattlcsliips    and  six  frigates.      Sir  John  .lervis  gave 
the  signal  to  attack  at  once.     The  hrunt  of  the  battle 
fell  upon  Nelson's  ship,  the  Captain,  wliich  he  had 
to  defend  for  a  time  against  the  combined  forces  of 
seven  Spanish  battleships.     When  the  Captain  was 
so  crippled   that  not  a  sail  or  rope  was  left,  Nelson 
ordered  his  men  to  grapple  her  alongside  the  Sail 
Nicola.^.     Then  he  jumped  into  the  Spanish  battle- 
ship, followed  by  his  men,  and  going  from  deck  to 
deck,  they  beat  hack  the  Spanish  othcers  and  sailors 
and    took    possession    of    the    ship.       A    volley    of 
musketry    now    met    them    from    another    Spanish 
battleship,    which    lay  alongside    the    San    Nirolas. 
With   superb   audacity   Nelson   gave   orders   for  his 
men  to  board  the   second  vessel   from  the  decks  of 
the   San   Nicola'^.     With  a  shout  of  "  Westminster 
Abbey   or   victory ! "    meaning   that   he    would    die 
gloriously  or  concpier,  he  led  the  way  himself  into 
the  Han  Joxof.   The  Spanish  officers  soon  surrendered, 
and  the  famous  scene  took  place  when  Nelson  stood 
on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  San  Josef  and  received 
the  otHcers'  swords  one  by  one  as  a  token  of  their 
surrender,   and   handed   them   on   to    an   old   sailor 
named   William   Fearney,  who   tucked   them   under 
his   arm    with   perfect    coolness       For   his   splendid 
services  in  this   battle   Nelson  was   made  a  Knight 
of    the    Bath,    and    became    a    rear-admiral    of    the 
liritish  Hcet. 

During  an  attack  upon  Santa  Cruz,  which 
proved  unsuccessful,  Nelson  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  right  arm.  This  accident  disabled  him 
for   a   time,    and    he    was    obliged    to    return    to 
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TCngliind,  wlicn;  he  lay  for  several  montlis  in  i^^reat 
a<,n)iiy,  but  as  soon  as  lie  (-(HiM  ho  stru,ut,4e(l  on 
board  ship  aj^'ain,  for  ho  was  ea<,'er  to  return  to 
active  service. 

THE  BATTLES  OF  THE   NILE  AND 
COPENHAGEN. 

Tn  179S  Napoleon  set  sail  lor  Ki.'ypt  with  a 
French  army,  llis  Ljreat  anibition  was  not  content 
with  having  broui^ht  the  <,'reater  part  of  Europe 
under  his  dominion,  but  he  now  hoped  to  found  an 
emjiire  in  the  east.  Nelson  was  ordered  to  attack 
his  fleet  when  and  where  he  could  find  it.  Unfortu- 
nately he  could  obtain  no  information  as  to  its 
whereabouts  until  Napoleon's  army  had  landed  in 
Egypt,  and  I  French  battleships  wore  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Aboukir,  near  one  of 
the  mouths  of  the  ri\cr  Nile.  Here  Nelson  dis- 
covered them  at  last.  The  French  admiral  had 
drawn  up  his  ships  close  to  the  shore,  and  thought 
that  no  British  battleship  would  dare  to  pass  inside 
his  line  for  fear  of  grounding.  But  Nelson  dared 
everything.  Boldly  he  led  his  ship  inside  the  French 
line,  and  although  one  of  them,  the  CulloJcn,  ran 
aground,  the  others  passed  safely  and  poured  their 
broadsides  into  the  French  Heet.  All  through  the 
night  the  battle  raged,  and  in  the  morning  thirteen 
out  of  the  seventeen  French  battleships  were  captured, 
burnt,  or  sunk. 

Nelson's  next  great  battle  was  at  Copenhagen, 
where  he  had  been  directed  to  destroy  the  Danish 
navy,  which  Napoleon  had  forced  to  side  with 
him.    The  Danish  fleet  consisted  of  tifty-onc  vessels. 
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and  the  sli«»ru  bristled  with  batteries,  while  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour  was  exeeedint^dy  diHieult 
to  navigate  owini;  to  shoals.  Every  preparation  had 
been  made  Ibr  a  vigorous  delenc'e,  and  the  Danish 
sailors,  who,  next  to  the  English,  were  tlic  best  and 
bravest  in  the  world,  were  determined  to  defend 
tlieir  vessels  to  the  last  gasp.  Sueh  was  the  enemy 
wdiieh  Nelson  was  directed  to  attack  with  only 
twelve  shi[)s  of  the  line  and  a  number  of 
fri  urates. 

The   Ih-itish  fleet  was  under   the   supreme   com- 
mand   of  Admiral    Sir   lly<le    I'arker,   but   he   gavo 
Nelson    a    free   hand  in    the   conduct   of  the   battle 
until  he  should  direct  otherwise.     Nelson  began  the 
attack  with  his  usual  boldness,  but  he  was  nnfortu- 
nate  enough   to  lose  the  service  of  a  fourth  of  his 
fleet,  which  ran  aground,  or  was  otherwise  prevented 
by  the  currents  and  shoals  from  coming  into  action. 
With  the  remnants  of  his  fleet  Nelson  attacked  the 
Danes,  and  was  received  with  the  tire  of  a  thousand 
guns.      A    terrible    battle    followed,    in    which    the 
JMiglish   chances  seemed  so  desperate  that  Admiral 
I'arker  signalled  to  Nelson   to  retreat.     But  Nelson 
was  a  man  to  whom  death  was  sweeter  than  retreat, 
and  with  bitter  huuiour  he  put  his  telescope  to  his 
blind  eye  and  exclaimed,  "  I   really  do  not  see  the 
signal.     Keep  mine  for  closer  battle  Hying!     That's 
the  way  1   answer  such  signals.      Nail  mine    to  the 
mast : "     So  the  battle   went  on,  and  ill   it  was  for 
the   Dani^s  that  it  did  so.      The  little  British   fleet 
under  Nelson  fought  with    such  lierce   energy  that, 
in  spite  of  the  great  bravery  of  the  Danes,  Nelson 
gained  a  great  and  complete  victory. 
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"'TWAS    IN    TRAFALGAR'S    BAY." 

And  now  only  one  other  victory  remained  for 
Nelson  to  i;uin  before  lie  finished  his  life's  Avork. 
Who  does  not  know  the  story  of  TnitJil^ar,  in  which 
Nelson  died  in  the  hour  of  triumph  ? 

liuonapurte  was  determined  to  destroy  the  power 
of  the  only  nation  he  feared,  and  he  assembled 
a  <'reat  aruiy  ii^  ])Oulo<Mie  for  the  invasion  of  Enir- 
land,  liut  before  a  French  army  could  set  foot  on 
English  soil  they  would  have  to  cross  that  "silver 
streak"  which  lies  between  En;^land  and  France, 
and  to  ])revent  this  was  the  work  of  Nelson  and 
his  comrades. 

For  many  weary  months  Nelson  watched  the 
French  Hcet  lyini,'  in  Toulon,  waiting,'  its  o})[)ortunity 
to  slip  out  so  that  it  could  join  another  licet  at 
Brest,  and  then  conduct  the  army  of  J)Oulognc  to  the 
English  shore.  This  plan  nearly  succeeded.  The 
lleet  at  Toidon  sli[)ped  past  Nelson,  and  although 
he  chased  it  as  far  as  the  West  Indies  be  did  not 
succeed  in  catching  it.  Then  ho  r^iurned  with  all 
speed,  despairing  at  the  thought  that  the  invasion 
might  have  taken  j)lacc  during  bis  absence.  Luckily, 
however,  this  was  not  so  ;  and  on  the  21st  of  October, 
1805,  Nelson,  in  command  of  twenty-seven  battle- 
ships, fell  in  with  the  combined  French  and  Spanish 
fleets,  consisting  of  thirty-three  ships,  under  Admirals 
Villeneuve  and  (Iravina,  ofi*  Cape  Trafalgar  in  the 
south-west  of  Spain. 

Nelson  held  a  council  of  war  with  his  officers  on 
board  his  Hagship,  the  Vidoi'i/,  and,  having  given 
them  his  plan  of  battle,  he  gave  that  famous 
signal  to  the  fleet  which  has  been  the  watchword  of 
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£nL,'lisiiincn  ever  since  :  "  Kni^'land  expects  every  man 
will  do  las  duty."  The  signal  was  received  with 
cheer  upon  cheer  from  every  sailor  in  the  Heet,  and 
then  the  buttle  began.     The  result  of  that  battle  is 


NELSON'S    DEATH   IN   THE  COCKPIT  OF  THE    VICTORY. 

(From  the  rutiire  hy  F.  »'.  Deiis.) 


known  to  all  the  world.  The  French  and  Spanish 
ships  were  nearly  all  ca[)tured  or  destroyed,  and 
Nelson  gained  a  victory  which  saved  this  country 
from  all  fear  of  invasion  and  utterly  destroyed 
Napoleon's  power  on  the  seas. 
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UiiL  ill  fliij  liDur  of  lliat  splendid  victory  tlic 
l>r,ivc  iidiiiir.il  Wiis  struck  down  by  u  ludlct  liivfl 
iVom  tlic  tops  of  tliu  French  sliip  Rrili)i(l>h(l>l>'.  Jlo 
was  carried  down  to  the  cock-pit  mortally  wounded, 
and  <lie<l  three  h<»urs  after.  The  last  words  which 
left  his  lips  were,  "  Tliank  (iod,  I  have  tlone  my  (hity." 

THE     IRON     DUKE. 

The  Frjnch  power  at  sea  had  been  shattered,  but 
everywhere  on  land  the  French  armies  were  still 
victorious.  Hn^lan  1  now  had  need  of  a  .soldier  who 
could  check  this  trium]»hal  march  (»f  conquest.  For 
several  years  it  had  seemed  as  if  British  j,'enerals 
and  British  soldiers  hid  lost  their  skill  and  daring, 
but  at  last  a  man  was  found  with  genius  enough  to 
defeat  the  gjnerals  of  the  l^mperor  Xapoleon,  who 
had  never  known  defeat  before.  This  was  Arthur 
Wellcsl(!y,  afterwards  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Wellesley  had  lirst  won  renown  in  India,  when,  in 
bS();i,  he  won  the  battle  of  Assaye,  in  which  4,50() 
troops  mider  Ids  command  utterly  defeated  an  army 
of  :i!),()l);)  men  under  a  rebellious  native  prince.  Ho 
was  recalled  from  India  shortly  after  this  victory  to 
command  a  small  force  of  British  troops  in  Portugal. 
At  this  time  S[):iin  had  submitted  to  Xapoleon,  who 
had  [daciMl  his  brother  Joseph  on  the  throne;  but 
l\)rtugal  still  held  out  against  the  French,  and 
refused  to  obey  Xapoleon's  orders  to  close  its  har- 
bours to  British  shi[)s.  Xapoleon's  generals  advanced 
into  I'oriugal  to  bring  the  country  to  subjection,  and 
when  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  set  foot  on  rortugiieso 
soil  he  lound  tliat  Lisbon  was  already  captured.     But 
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now,  to  the  iistonislniiont  of  tlic  wliolc  world,  tho 
Freiu'li  aniiy,  coiii[>oso(l  of  veterans  who  liad  l«eeu 
victorious  in  every  bat  tie  but  tliis,  were  utterly 
defeated  at  Viineira  by  the  British  force  of  young 
and  inexperienced  soldiers  under  Wellesley 

This    victory,    which    drove     the     French    from 
rortu;4al,   and    which    was    the    tirst    in    the    faiuou.s 
Teninsuhir  War,  was  lollowcd  by  a  series  of  splendid 
victories    in    Spain,    which     Wellesley,    or    Vis<()unt 
Wellin,uton,    as    he    now    became,    <,'ained    over   the 
veteran   troops  and   the  m»)st  (listin,«,MUshed  soldiers 
of   France.     Talavera,   Albuera,    IJadajo/,   Salamanca, 
and  Vittoria  are  the  names  of  those  battles,  in  which 
no  .general  ever  displayed  a  greater  genius  for  war 
than  Wellington,  and  in  whicdi  no  P.ritish  troops  ever 
played  a  more  glorious  part  than  the  young  soldiers 
who  became  heroes  under  Wellington's  stern  training 
and  disci[)linc. 

Never    once    did     Wellington     sutler    a     defeat, 
although   many  a   time  he   was   in  danger  of   being 
annihilated   by    the   superior   forces   of  the    French. 
JUit  what   is   still    more    to   his   lionour   is   that  he 
taught  his  .soldiers  the  great  lesson  of  lunnanity  in 
war?    The  French  armies  had  often  disgraced  their 
victories   by   plundering   and   ravaging   the   country 
through  which  they  marched,  \mt  Wellington  sternly 
enforced  upon  his  soldiers  his  absolute  connnands  to 
refrain  from  these  horrible  usages  of  warfare.     Con- 
stantly he  urged  his  officers  and  men  to  treat  the 
inhabitants  of   the  country  with  courtesy  and  con- 
sideration, and  if  any  of  the  troops  transgressed  these 
demands  Wellington  pnnished  them  with  a  severity 
which  made  them  tremble. 
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Towards  tlu'  end  of  tlio  iVuiiisiiIar  War  tlic  ''rout 
tyrant  (»('  Kiiroju',  \aj)ok'oii  15nona])arti',  was  tlirown 
from  tlic  lioi,<j;-lit  of  liis  power.  Kiicoura,L,'«'<l  l»y  tlio 
llrifish  successes,  the  other  nations  of  Europe  had 
retrained  s|)irit  and  rose  against  their  taskmaster. 
Kussia,    I'riissi.i    and    Austria,    Portugal    and    Spain. 


THE  DUKE  OF  wi:li,in(;ton. 

(From  llic  l'ii-l:(ix  hij  sir  WlUium  Ikiyhvr,  K.A.) 

combined  with  Great  J^ritain  against  their  common 
enemy.  At  last,  on  the  10th  of  October,  bSL'J, 
Napoleon  was  utterly  defeated  at  the  o:reat  battle  of 
Leipsic.  Six  months  later  he  found  himself  without 
resuiuces,  and  was  forced  to  resign  his  throne.  He 
was  sent  to  the  island  of  Elba,  and  ut  length,  in 
1>S14,  Europe  found  peace. 
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This  pciKO  (lid  not  last  hiv^.  In  the  month  of 
Marcih,  1S15,  Xaiwlooii  csciipt'd  from  his  island 
prison  and  landed  at  Cannes  in  the  south  of 
Franco.  In  a  short  time  a  jjfreat  French  army 
gathered  round  him,  ready  to  confront  the  whole 
world  under  the  i^roat  Fiinpcror  who  had  led  them 
so  often  to  victory. 

THE     BATTLE    OF    WATERLOO. 

On  the  ISth  of  June,  1S1.5,  at  Waterloo,  near 
Brussels,  the  <,'reat  hattle  took  place  in  which  the 
Emp(>ror  Napoleon  made  one  last  great  and  desperate 
effort  to  regain  his  power,  and  in  which  a  British 
army  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  aided  later  in 
the  day  by  a  I'russian  army  under  Marshal  Hliieher, 
fought    for  the  liberty  and  peace  of  Europe. 

Wellinuton  was  in  conunand  of  67,000  men,  of 
-whom  more  than  half  were  I'elgians,  Dutch,  and 
other  foreigners.  The  French  army  amounted  to 
71,000  men. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  18th  of  Juno,  the 
battle  began.  Wellington  issued  his  commands  as  if 
he  were  on  a  drill  ground,  and  this  calm  courage  of 
the  "Iron  Duke,"  as  he  was  called,  inspired  perfect 
confidence  in  his  officers  and  men.  Many  books  have 
been  written  describing  "  king-making  Waterloo,"  but 
hero  there  is  only  space  for  a  few  Avords. 

Many  Belgian  troops  fled  from  the  field  at  the 
beginning  of  the  battle,  but  the  British  regiments,  in 
spite  of  containing  a  large  number  of  young  soldiers 
who  had  never  smelt  powder  before,  behaved  with  the 
most  splendid  bravery.  Every  officer  acted  as  if  the 
whole  battle  depended  upon  him  alone,  every  soldier 
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funi,'lit,  rc'L^'.'irdlcjKs  of  daiiifcr  and  wiih  a  hero's 
coiir.iifo. 

No  loss  l)ravc  wcro  tho  French  troops.  Tliey 
attacked  tho  Uritish  army  aijain  and  a_<,'ain  witli  fiorei; 
ardour,  only  to  bi;  beaten  ba<k  by  tho  volleys  of  the 
Jiritish  imisketry,  tho  lire  of  tlio  Ih'itisli  cannon. 
Tinio  after  time  tho  French  cavalry,  who  iiad  \v(»n 
_i;l<»ry  in  a  hiuidred  lii,dit,s,  charj^'ed  with  f>ny  njMin 
the  IJritish  S((uares,  but  ai^'ain  and  aj^'ain  tliey  wt-ro 
sliattered  aj.(aiust  tlio  inipcnctrablo  ranks  ot'  tla^ 
British  infantry.  At  leni^th,  Napoleon,  with  a  last 
desperate  etlbrt,  ordered  a  linal  attack  to  be  made 
by  the  wliole  of  his  Old  (Juard,  the  tl(jwer  »tf  his 
army.  With  j^dorioiis  and  patlieti(3  coin'ai,'<'  these 
brave  veterans  tried  to  turn  the  tid<>  of  battle,  but 
tiicy  t(»o  were  at  last  sliattered  and  driven  back  in 
liopelcss  retreat.  Then  Wellington,  seiiiii,'  that  tho 
moment  of  victory  was  at  liand,  ordered  an  advances 
of  the  whole  army.  The  Jiritish  cavalr\'  swept  down 
u{)on  the  disordered  nias.ses  of  the  retreatins.,'  French 
arm}-,  whik'  the  Jh'ili.sh  infantry  drove  them  back  at 
the  bayonet  point.  At  this  point  Marshal  Bliicher 
came  upon  tho  scen<^  with  his  Prussians,  and 
turned  tho  French  retreat  into  an  utter  and  over- 
whelming defeat.  Napoleon  himself  escaped,  but 
was  afterwards  caj^tured  and  imprisoned  in  the 
island  of  St.  Helena,  whei'o  ho  ended  his  wonder- 
ful career.  Peace  was  restored  to  Furope,  never  to 
be  disturbed  again  by  this  aml)ilious  soldier,  and 
Fngland  has  never  sin(;o  been  in  danger  of  a 
foreign   in\asi<)n. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  had  done  his  great  work 
as  a  general,  and  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
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the  j)oacffnl,  l»nt  nut  less  li.»nnural»lo,  \V(»rl  of  a 
statcstiiaii.  Alllioiiirli  lie  \,as  tli<'  j^'rnitcst  j^'niural 
En<;laii(l  has  ever  possessc*!,  he  alwa\>  s|)oko  errncstly 
\i\  favour  i>\'  |)caeo,  and  wlion  aii}'(»iio  n'iiiin<l«(l  liim 
of  his  own  militarv  j^-lorv  ho  always  answered  tliat 
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even  in  the  hour  of  victory  lie  hud  never  Ikhii 
ahle  to  forwt  tlic  awful  liorrors  and  trai-^edies 
of  war. 

In  LSo2  the  "Iron  Duke'  died,  after  a  lou;.,'  Hi.- 
spent  in  the  scrviec  of  his  country,  and  was  huied 
in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  "  to  the  noise  of  the  nioinnin','' 
of  a  mighty  nation." 
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Sncli  were  some  <.f  the  uwn  wIk.  \\v\[H-i\  in  tho 
foniulatiou  ..f  the  Hri'isl.  Kiui.in-,  whi.l,  t..-.lay  Ix.lds 
Mich  a  .nvat  iuul  h..n<.unil.le  \u>s\\\on  ainonu  natmns. 
Many  faults  thev  may  havi«  had,  but  they  Nvore  men 
with  a  mii^'hty  coura.ue,  wU"se  hearts  burnc.l  with 
u  UiAAo  (Usire  to  serve  their  ountry  honourahly 
iuul  laithfullv,  and  who  were  ea^'er  to  (l.'V.)te  their 
^vhole  lives,  and  if  need  bo  to  die.  m  order  that  thoy 
mi^ht  help  to  uiako  tho  British  Empire  powert.il, 
prosperous,  and  glorious. 
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